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About the book

Embark on an illuminating journey through time with **"The

Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin,"** a classic piece reimagined by

Louis P. Masur, as it breathes fresh vigor into the remarkable life tale of

America's most storied founding father. This timeless narrative delves into

Franklin's unyielding perseverance and remarkable intellectual growth,

painting a vivid portrait of a man whose contributions transformed a nation.

Masur skillfully intertwines Franklin's prose with insightful commentary,

offering a modern perspective on age-old wisdom. Each page unearths layers

of Enlightenment thinking, underscores the relevance of personal virtue, and

extols the spirit of curiosity that marked Franklin's life. Step into the shoes

of Benjamin Franklin and witness the evolution of a printer, inventor,

diplomat, and sage whose enduring legacy continues to inspire and ignite the

imagination of readers worldwide.
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About the author

Louis P. Masur is a distinguished American historian and author renowned

for his insightful contributions to the study of American history, culture, and

society. With a keen analytical eye, Masur has deftly explored significant

historical epochs, from the Revolutionary War to the Civil War and through

to modern American cultural shifts. His works reflect a profound

understanding of America's past and an ability to connect historical

narratives with contemporary themes, making them accessible to a broad

audience. Educated at New York University and Princeton, Masur has held

esteemed positions in prestigious academic institutions, contributing

significantly to the field of history through teaching, research, and prolific

writing. As an editor of "The Autobiography Of Benjamin Franklin," Masur

provides readers with a crucial historical context, unraveling Franklin's life

and legacy in a manner that is both scholarly and thought-provoking.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Introduction:  The Life of 
Benjamin Franklin

The Road to Success

Early Life and Move to Philadelphia:

Benjamin Franklin, born in 1706 in Boston, was Josiah Franklin's fifteenth

child, a candle and soap maker who had settled in Boston after emigrating

from England. With limited formal schooling, Franklin soon found himself

working at his father’s shop. He later apprenticed with his brother James, a

printer, which ignited Franklin's interest in reading and writing but

simultaneously spurred his desire for independence due to strained relations

with his brother. In 1723, Franklin left Boston and headed to Philadelphia,

marking the beginning of a new chapter as an independent young man in

what was soon becoming the colonies' commercial and intellectual hub. This

journey out of Boston symbolizes Franklin’s bid to escape oppressive

authority while seeking opportunities to craft his future.

Print Ventures and Intellectual Pursuits:

Philadelphia opened doors for Franklin both professionally and

intellectually. He worked under Samuel Keimer and briefly in London,
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where he refined his printing skills. By 1728, Franklin and his partner Hugh

Meredith established a competitive print business, eventually buying out

Meredith and acquiring The Pennsylvania Gazette. Franklin's shrewd

business tactics, like his strategic writings as the Busy Body, ensured his

dominance in Philadelphia's printing industry. He cleverly blended business

acumen with social commentary, developing a reputation for both

productivity and shrewdness.

Cultural and Political Contexts:

Franklin's move to Philadelphia also marked a shift from Puritan Boston to

Quaker Pennsylvania, each leaving profound imprints on him. He

internalized the Puritan work ethic but integrated it with the Quaker ideals of

equality, which informed his social and political engagement. Franklin’s

ventures, such as founding the Junto—a club for mutual

improvement—highlighted his drive for personal and community

advancement, echoing Enlightenment ideals of progress.

Literary Contributions:

In 1733, Franklin began publishing Poor Richard's Almanack, a literary tour

de force that dispensed advice with humor and insight, showcasing

Franklin's duality as both sage moralist and societal critic. Using the

character Richard Saunders, Franklin communicated maxims that

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


championed individualism and practicality, resonating with the emerging

American ethos of self-reliance and pragmatism.

Personal and Consumer Tastes:

Despite his public persona advocating frugality, Franklin personally

indulged in fine living and maintained a voracious appetite for life. His

memoirs reveal this dichotomy, illustrating a man who contributed to and

benefitted from the consumer revolution, signifying a rising standard of

living and the proliferation of luxury goods during the eighteenth century.

Retirement and Scientific Pursuits:

After retiring from active business in 1748, Franklin devoted himself to

scientific experimentation and innovation, gaining international acclaim for

his electrical discoveries. He championed practical applications of scientific

knowledge while maintaining vigorous civic involvement, embodying the

ideal Enlightenment thinker who marries theory with practice.

Political Engagement:

Franklin’s political journey began in the 1750s with his election to the

Pennsylvania Assembly and continued as he served as a colonial agent in

England, representing multiple colonies and advocating for colonial

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


interests. His diplomatic efforts and deft navigation of political tensions

paved the way for deeper aspirations of colonial unity.

Revolutionary Role and Diplomatic Acumen:

As tensions between the colonies and Britain escalated, Franklin's political

stance evolved. Post-1775, he was pivotal in shaping foundational American

documents and served as a commissioner to France, securing alliances

crucial for American independence. Despite personal losses, including

estrangement from his son over political allegiances, Franklin remained

committed to the burgeoning nation’s cause.

Final Years and Legacy:

In his later years, Franklin returned to Philadelphia, where he played a vital

role in drafting the U.S. Constitution. His twilight years saw an increased

engagement in humanitarian causes, including the abolitionist movement. As

he prepared for his final journey, Franklin’s Autobiography remained potent,

offering insights into personal growth, public success, and moral rectitude,

cementing his legacy as a quintessential American icon.

The Autobiography’s Journey:

First published posthumously, Franklin’s Autobiography became a crucial
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text in American literature, epitomizing the self-made man and offering a

blueprint for individual achievement. While some critics have challenged its

utilitarian ethos, Franklin’s work continues to resonate as a foundational

narrative of American identity and aspiration.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Pursuit of Independence and Opportunity

Critical Interpretation: Through Franklin's journey from Boston to

Philadelphia, you're reminded of the timeless call to seek

independence and seize opportunities. His courageous decision to

break away from familial constraints and forge a path in a bustling city

is a testament to the power of self-reliance and ambition. As you

reflect on Franklin's story, you realize the importance of breaking free

from oppressive environments to pursue your dreams. His life

illustrates that true progress often begins with a bold leap into the

unknown, driven by a desire for personal growth and community

contribution. Embracing such a mindset can inspire you to tackle life's

challenges head-on and actively craft your destiny amidst a world full

of potential.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Autobiography ofBenjamin
Franklin

The narrative begins with a father writing to his son from Twyford at The

 Bishop of St. Asaph's in 1771. The father, who has emerged from poverty

and obscurity to a state of affluence and reputation, decides to document the

circumstances of his life, believing that his posterity might find guidance in

the means he employed to achieve his success. He expresses a wish to live

his life over again, correcting past errors and enjoying favorable outcomes,

but concludes that writing down his recollections is the closest

approximation to reliving it. He notes the inclination of older men to discuss

their past and admits to doing so partly to indulge his own vanity.

The father delves into family history, recounting anecdotes collected from an

uncle who shared his interest in genealogy. His family had lived in Ecton,

Northamptonshire, for over 300 years. He discovers that he is the youngest

son in a line of youngest sons that stretches back five generations. He details

his grandfather Thomas's life and contributions to the community, drawing

parallels to his own life and reflecting on how family resemblances can

transcend generations.

Continuing, he explores the lives of his father's brothers, detailing their

professions and contributions. His uncle Benjamin fostered a close

relationship with the family, visiting them in Boston and leaving a
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significant collection of his writings, including poems and political

commentary on public affairs of his time. The family maintained Protestant

beliefs, despite the dangers during Queen Mary's reign, and became

affiliated with non-conformist religious movements towards the end of

Charles II's reign.

Josiah, the father himself, emigrates to New England in 1682 to seek

religious freedom, prompted by legal restrictions on nonconformists. There,

he raises a large family, merging into the fabric of early colonial society.

The father recounts his beginnings in education, a promising start interrupted

by financial limitations which led to a shift from grammar schooling to

assisting his father in the tallow-chandler business. The father's

dissatisfaction with the trade and affinity for the sea are evident from a

young age, though his father keeps him rooted in terrestrial pursuits.

The father continues with his inclination towards reading, eventually

segueing from his father's business to an apprenticeship with his brother

James, a printer. This transition marks the start of his burgeoning intellectual

pursuits. His affinity for reading fuels his development as a writer, engaging

with a network of intellectuals and enhancing his literary style through

imitation and experimentation with the Spectator and other works.

He further recounts his experiments in diet and self-sufficiency, developing

a regimen that allows extra time for study. This period is marked by prolific
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self-education and experimentation with writing, logic, and rhetoric. He

describes becoming proficient in the Socratic method, which enhances his

persuasive abilities, an asset throughout his life.

Lastly, the father recounts conflicts with his brother during his

apprenticeship. Their disputes escalate with the onset of political clashes

involving their newspaper, the New England Courant. The father's endeavors

in writing gain attention, leading to increased tensions with his brother.

Eventually, feeling restricted and aspiring for more, he seizes an opportunity

to declare his independence, albeit through questionable means. This

incident leads to his departure from Boston and subsequent adventures in

New York, marking a significant transition in his journey.

Overall, this chapter serves as a reflection on family legacies,

self-improvement, and the defining moments that shape an individual's path,

wrapped in a narrative that blends introspection with the vibrant storytelling

of familial and personal history.

Section Summary

Introduction A father writes to his son about documenting his life journey, hoping
to provide guidance through his experiences.

Family History Discusses family lineage in Northamptonshire, the tradition of
youngest sons, and anecdotes from an uncle.

Uncles and Explores the lives of his father's brothers and the family's Protestant
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Section Summary

Religious
Beliefs beliefs through historical challenges.

Emigration to
New England

Josiah's migration for religious freedom in 1682, integrating into
colonial society with his large family.

Education and
Trade

Early education hindered by finances, leading to involvement in
father's business and a love for the sea.

Apprenticeship A shift to apprenticeship with his brother James as a printer, marking
the evolution of his intellectual pursuits.

Reading and
Self-Study

Engages in self-education, developing skills in writing, logic, and the
Socratic method through reading.

Conflicts and
Independence

Tensions with his brother during apprenticeship, leading to a decisive
break and new adventures in New York.

Reflection A narrative blending reflection on family legacy with stories of
personal development and pivotal life moments.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Self-Education and Experimentation

Critical Interpretation: Chapter 2 emphasizes the transformative power

of self-education and experimentation, showcasing how Benjamin

Franklin cultivated his intellectual pursuits despite limited formal

schooling. As you navigate your journey, let Franklin's relentless

curiosity inspire you to seek knowledge beyond traditional avenues.

By developing a regimen of self-improvement, whether through

reading, writing, or engaging with diverse perspectives, you can enrich

your personal and professional life. Embrace the art of

experimentation, as Franklin did, to refine your skills and uncover new

passions that lead you to unanticipated opportunities. The pursuit of

wisdom is a lifelong adventure; find joy in the process and trust that

dedicated self-learning can shape your future.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

The narrative encapsulates a pivotal chapter in Benjamin Franklin's life,

 detailing a transformative journey from a struggling young printer to a more

established figure in Philadelphia. Upon leaving Boston, Franklin encounters

various individuals and situations that shape his character and future.

Initially, he meets a parody author who humorously distorts the Bible,

highlighting Franklin's resilience against potentially corrupting influences.

When transportation issues delay his journey to Philadelphia, an elderly

woman offers him lodging, emphasizing the kindness of strangers. Her

ignorance of the printing business showcases Franklin’s growing acumen in

assessing opportunities.

Finally arriving in Philadelphia, Franklin navigates a challenging start. He

blends into the city while emphasizing his humble beginnings by describing

his rugged appearance, minimal finances, and awkward first impressions,

particularly with Deborah Read, his future wife, who perceives him

humorously naive. Franklin's stark description underscores the

transformative distance he must travel to establish himself as a notable

figure in Philadelphia society and the wider world.

Franklin's introduction to Philadelphia's printing scene reveals varying

competencies within the trade. He describes working for two printers,

Andrew Bradford, and Samuel Keimer. Bradford’s illiteracy and Keimer’s
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lack of experience contrast with Franklin's own skill set, positioning him as

a valuable asset. Keimer's eccentric lifestyle, including attempts to blend

religious doctrines with vegetarianism, further amplifies Franklin's narrative

of overcoming personal and professional challenges to succeed.

An unexpected chain of events sends Franklin to Boston to secure family

support for his ambitions. Through his brother-in-law Robert Holmes,

Governor Sir William Keith takes an interest in Franklin, proposing he start

a printing business in Philadelphia. Despite a promising overture, Franklin

returns to his family who assert that he is too young for such a

responsibility, highlighting the skepticism and hurdles he must overcome.

Simultaneously, Franklin maintains connections with associates like Collins

and Ralph, whose poor decision-making contrasts with Franklin's

industriousness. Their failures and demands also serve as cautionary tales,

highlighting Franklin's prudent path. Despite initial kinship, Franklin and

Ralph's friendship eventually fractures over financial and personal strains.

The narrative transitions to Franklin’s time in London, a period defined by

significant personal and professional growth. He works at prominent

printing houses, notably Palmer's and Watts's. Through financial discipline

and leveraging social connections, such as with Mr. Denham, Franklin gains

valuable insights into business and life. He cultivates an intellectual network

and engages with luminaries like Dr. Lyons and influential figures such as
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Sir William Wyndham.

Despite setbacks, including broken promises from Governor Keith and the

dissolution of several friendships, Franklin's resolve solidifies. His London

years culminate in a decision to return to Philadelphia with Denham's

backing, this time more experienced and well-rounded.

Franklin’s re-entry into Philadelphia marks the beginning of a more

prosperous phase. He recounts professional endeavors, like working for

Keimer again, while pursuing novel ventures like type casting. Reflecting on

personal ethics, particularly a debt owed to Vernon and a distasteful

confrontation with Keimer, Franklin provides insights into the nuances of

managing relationships and business obligations.

This transitional chapter of Franklin’s memoir highlights the foundational

experiences, both challenging and enlightening, that propel him toward

future achievements. His journey is marked by learning from diverse

interactions, strategic decision-making, and appreciating kindness — all

contributing to shaping him into the influential figure he eventually

becomes.
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Chapter 3: 

The passage appears to be a segment from Benjamin Franklin’s

 autobiography, providing insights into his early life, career, philosophy, and

the creation of notable ventures like the Junto club and a public library.

Here's a summarized version:

---

Chapter Summary:

Benjamin Franklin's narrative begins with a disagreement leading to a

business opportunity. After a heated yet brief altercation with his employer,

Franklin considers leaving, but is convinced by a colleague, Hugh Meredith,

to stay, as their current employer, Keimer, was in poor financial shape.

Meredith proposes a partnership, promising to secure investment from his

father to set up their own printing business.

During a prosperous stint in New Jersey printing paper money, Franklin

excels, inventing a copper-plate press and improving the workmanship of

bills, gaining financial success which furthers his reputation. This job also

introduces him to influential society members, who recognize his

intelligence and value his company, unlike Keimer, who eventually falters in
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business due to poor personal habits and lack of financial acumen.

Once meditative on the nature of virtue and vice, Franklin embraces Deism,

though begins to doubt its utility given deceptive actions by those around

him. His reflection evolves into a commitment to integrity, resulting in

documented principles for conduct—principles that would guide his future

dealings.

Upon returning to Philadelphia, Franklin and Meredith establish a printing

business. Despite early hurdles, including skepticism from elderly gentleman

Samuel Mickle and financial strains, Franklin's industrious nature ensures

early success. They form the Junto club for intellectual discussion,

improving themselves and their community, while helping draw significant

printing work to themselves, including projects from the Quaker community.

The narrative also details Franklin's personal and professional struggles,

including a financial bind caused by unmet funding promises from

Meredith's father. This resolved through assistance from friends William

Coleman and Robert Grace, who later help Franklin assume sole control of

the business as Meredith decides to return to farming.

Franklin pioneers an anonymous pamphlet advocating for paper currency,

enhancing his influence and securing lucrative printing contracts. As

Keimer's business declines, Franklin capitalizes on the opportunity,
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solidifying his hold on the Philadelphia printing scene.

Socially, Franklin navigates relationships, eventually reconnecting with and

marrying Deborah Read despite prior complications, forming a strong

partnership. He emphasizes the importance of frugality, personal ethics, and

improvement—a creed he publicizes through projects like establishing one

of the first subscription libraries in America, greatly enhancing public access

to knowledge.

Reflecting on his early dismissals of religion, Franklin develops a personal

moral code, striving towards modest self-improvement through a structured

plan, aiming for moral perfection—a testament to his lifelong pursuit of

virtue and contribution.

The narrative closes with encouragement from correspondents to document

his life and insights for posterity, emphasizing the potential educational and

inspirational impact of his story on future generations. Franklin

introspectively takes up this task, recognizing its value in teaching

self-education, ambition, and integrity miles above wealth or family status.

---

This summary captures the essence of Franklin's life journey, dictating how

personal growth, intellectual pursuit, and shrewd business acumen solidify
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his legacy as a foundational figure in American history.
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Chapter 4 Summary: 

The excerpt you provided presents a detailed account of a personal journey

 toward self-improvement and the societal contributions made by the

narrator, likely Benjamin Franklin from the context of the text. The narrative

begins with the author’s determination to cultivate virtues systematically,

dedicating a week to each one to ensure gradual improvement. This

meticulous approach is paralleled with the analogy of weeding a garden

bed-by-bed, highlighting the incremental process of personal development.

The narrative discusses the practical application of virtues like temperance,

order, and humility in the author’s life. He devised a tracking method using

an ivory-leaved book to monitor his progress, showcasing his systematic and

empirical approach toward self-correction and the attainment of virtue.

However, he also reflects on his struggles, particularly with the virtue of

order, acknowledging that while total perfection was not achieved, the

pursuit made him a better person.

Several virtues were initially included in his self-improvement plan, but on

the advice of a Quaker friend, he recognized the need to add humility.

Despite not mastering this virtue, he learned to adopt behavioral techniques

that improved interactions and increased his influence—an insight that ties

into his broader social and civic engagements.
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The discussion transitions to the narrator's larger projects and societal

contributions, such as the idea of forming a global society united by virtue,

which he never fully implemented but saw as potentially transformative. He

proceeds to discuss his fruitful ventures, like establishing "Poor Richard’s

Almanack," which served as a vehicle for wisdom and moral instruction

among the common people.

The account also highlights his business acumen, partnerships, and civic

activism. Experiments in journalism and public initiatives, including

forming a union fire company and supporting public defenses, demonstrate

his contributions to community welfare, all while navigating political and

religious dynamics of his time.

The excerpt concludes with the narrator’s undertaking of language studies,

reflecting on effective educational methods, and a compassionate recount of

personal losses and family responsibilities. He provides an astute

observation on the integration of service, commerce, and morality,

concluding with anecdotes of interpersonal dynamics within civic and

religious contexts.

Throughout, the narrative interweaves themes of virtue, practical wisdom,

community involvement, and personal growth, painting a rich tapestry of an

individual’s ongoing endeavor to reconcile personal beliefs with societal

expectations and improvements while maintaining a practical and humorous
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perspective.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

The narrative recounts a series of pivotal events involving a group identified

 by their distinct beliefs and principles, as well as key initiatives undertaken

by the narrator, Benjamin Franklin. The text begins by explaining the

reluctance of a religious sect, likely the Quakers, to publish a fixed

confession of their faith due to their ongoing theological evolution and

desire for openness to new enlightenment. This contrasts with the general

tendency of sects to see their beliefs as the ultimate truth, much like travelers

in foggy weather seeing clarity only near themselves.

Franklin then transitions to discussing his invention of the Pennsylvania

fireplace, a more efficient heating method, which gained popularity thanks

to his pamphlet describing its merits. Though offered a patent, Franklin

declined, believing in sharing inventions freely for the greater good.

However, a London ironmonger capitalized on his design and secured a

patent, demonstrating both the demand and the ethical landscape of

intellectual property during the period.

Subsequently, Franklin describes spearheading the establishment of an

educational academy in Pennsylvania. He galvanized support through a

pamphlet and organized a subscription fund that accumulated over £5,000.

The building for the academy came from a project initially aimed at creating

a congregation hall by Mr. Whitefield's followers. The combination of a
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multi-denominational trustee board prevented any single religious group

from dominating its purpose.

Franklin’s involvement in civic duties expanded, as he was offered roles

such as a commissioner of the peace and a member of the Assembly. Here,

he found the legislative environment more engaging and used his position to

further public benefits, such as paving streets and improving public lighting,

learning from examples of efficient street lamp designs and implementing a

cleaning strategy for London’s dusty streets.

His aptitude for organizing and securing public funding extended to public

health initiatives when his friend, Dr. Thomas Bond, sought his help in

establishing a hospital. Franklin's strategic proposal to the Assembly led to

matched funding once public contributions reached a specific target, thus

solidifying the hospital project.

Involving in diplomacy and national defense, Franklin narrated a treaty

negotiation with the Indians in Carlisle, where his cultural understanding and

strategic patience led to successful outcomes. He described assisting General

Braddock by organizing transportation logistics for military campaigns, a

task complicated but executed with his characteristic tactical foresight and

sense of public service.

Franklin also offered insight into the flawed British approach in the French

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


and Indian War, particularly the underestimated value of colonial militia and

indigenous allies, culminating in Braddock's defeat. Despite this, Franklin's

strategic contributions and on-ground solutions, such as procuring

provisions and logistics for troops, underlined his commitment to public

service, his practical wisdom in leadership, and the complex interplay of

colonial politics and military engagement in mid-18th century America.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

The passage primarily describes a series of historical events related to

 Benjamin Franklin, centered around his experiences and actions during the

mid-18th century, particularly concerning military and political matters.

Below is a summarized version that maintains the essence and structure of

the original text:

Benjamin Franklin faced financial ruin due to claims related to military

expenses, but relief came when General Shirley appointed commissioners to

handle the claims, amounting to nearly twenty thousand pounds. Prior to

this, Franklin had wisely refrained from supporting a premature celebration

for the expected capture of Fort Duquesne, demonstrating his cautious nature

regarding the uncertainties of war.

Governor Morris persistently urged the Assembly to raise funds for defense

without taxing Proprietary Estates. The Assembly resisted, believing

exempting these estates undermined their rights. After Braddock's defeat,

pressure increased, leading the Proprietors to concede by contributing

£5,000, which allowed for a compromise bill passed, including an

exemption. Franklin was appointed to oversee the distribution of the

resulting £60,000.

In military affairs, Franklin played a key role in establishing a volunteer
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militia, ensuring Quaker freedoms were respected and personally contributed

to dialogue efforts to promote militia formation. He was tasked with

defending the Northwestern Frontier by building forts, despite his admitted

lack of military qualifications. With his son as aide-de-camp, they faced

adversities, including an attack from Indians who left one survivor out of

eleven farmers armed by Franklin. They fortified the settlement of

Gnadenhutten, quickly constructing a defensible stockade against Indian

raids.

The Moravians at Bethlehem showed remarkable defensive measures,

surprising Franklin, who had assumed their exemption from military duties

was due to conscientious objection. It seemed their principles had changed

under threat, revealing a practical side where safety trumped idealism.

While overseeing frontier defenses, Franklin appointed Colonel Clapham as

his successor, thus allowing his return to Philadelphia. He praised the

Moravian community's cooperative living and innovative church practices,

noting their marriages were sometimes decided through the casting of lots, a

practice he questioned but acknowledged as no worse than self-chosen

matches.

Upon returning to Philadelphia, Franklin observed the successful

establishment of a volunteer militia and was elected Colonel, though a later

repeal of the enabling law in England voided these commissions. He avoided
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ostentation, but his ride with his officers led to unwelcome attention and

increased Proprietary animosity.

Governor Denny, unlike Morris, attempted to cultivate Franklin's friendship,

highlighted by discussions of political matters and assurances of

cooperation. However, disputes persisted over proprietary instructions,

leading to Franklin's eventual appointment as the Assembly's Agent to

England to present their petition to the king.

Franklin's journey to England was delayed by the indecisive and inefficient

Major General Loudon, during which he observed Loudon's mismanagement

and procrastination, causing great inconvenience and expense. Despite

delays and setbacks, Franklin managed to reach England by the end of July

1757, bringing with him valuable insights from his observations and

experiences. Through these detailed accounts, Franklin's role as a critical

mediator between political and military fronts and his strategic thinking,

despite the challenges, became evident. His ability to engage with both

political and military issues while advancing scientific inquiry solidified his

reputation as a significant figure during this tumultuous period.
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Chapter 6: 

Chapter Summary: Part Four

Upon arrival in London, the narrator, known to be Benjamin Franklin, settles

into accommodations arranged by Mr. Charles and promptly visits Dr.

Fothergill for counsel. Dr. Fothergill advises against immediately lodging a

complaint with the government concerning issues with the Proprietaries,

suggesting a more conciliatory approach might first be attempted. Franklin

then meets with Mr. Peter Collinson and eventually with Lord Granville,

learning about differing views on colonial governance, particularly regarding

the royal instructions’ status as law—a concept new and somewhat alarming

to Franklin.

Later, Franklin engages in discussions with the Proprietaries to address

various grievances between them and the Pennsylvanian Assembly. The

meeting, though seemingly amicable, reveals wide differences, prompting

Franklin to submit a written summary of complaints. However, the

Proprietaries' solicitor, Ferdinando John Paris, known for his animosity

towards Franklin, handles the document. As expected, discussions stagnate

as Paris prolongs the process by involving the Attorney and Solicitor

General, leaving Franklin without resolution or response for nearly a year.

The Proprietaries eventually reject Franklin’s informal submission citing
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lack of formality—a thinly veiled criticism aimed at him.

During these disputes, the Assembly manages to pass a tax law which

includes the Proprietary estates, a point of contention. The Proprietaries,

advised by Paris, oppose its royal assent. The ensuing legal battle involves

attorneys arguing for and against the act, focusing on whether it unfairly

targets Proprietary estates. During a hearing, Lord Mansfield brokers a

compromise ensuring that no harm would come to these estates, allowing the

law to pass with specific conditions to be addressed subsequently by the

Assembly.

Franklin's engagement in these matters exemplifies his adept negotiation and

advocacy skills, contributing significantly to maintaining Pennsylvania’s

fiscal policies and indirectly benefiting the colonies. Meanwhile, the

Proprietaries remain embittered, particularly towards Governor Denny, for

his role in passing the contentious tax law. Despite these tensions, Franklin

returns to Philadelphia, recognized for his services and strategic legal

maneuvering that helped preserve the economic integrity of colonial paper

money and taxation laws, while continually grappling with the overarching

challenge of colonial administration and governance.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

Chapter 4: Letter to Oliver Neave Before 1769

Benjamin Franklin, known for his groundbreaking experiments with

electricity and practical inventions like bifocals and the Franklin stove, was

also a passionate swimmer. This lesser-known interest is revealed in a letter

to Oliver Neave, where Franklin discusses his experiments with swimming

fins. In the letter, Franklin encourages Neave, a merchant, to conquer his

fear of water by learning to swim. He suggests that Neave practice by diving

for an egg in the gradually deepening river near his garden, emphasizing the

importance of gaining confidence in the water's buoyancy. Franklin's advice

highlights his belief in experiential learning and his lifelong penchant for

combining science with everyday life.

Chapter 5: Letter to Lord Howe July 20, 1776

Following the signing of the Declaration of Independence, Franklin was

tasked to correspond with British Admiral Lord Howe. Despite Howe’s

hopes for reconciliation between Britain and the American colonies,

Franklin's response elucidates why such a reunion was inconceivable. With a

piercing clarity, Franklin recounts Britain’s atrocities against the colonies,
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citing the burning of towns, incitement of violence by Native Americans,

and the employment of foreign mercenaries. He argues that Britain’s offers

of pardon and submission spoke to their misunderstanding of the colonists’

resolve. Franklin predicts the futility of Britain's strategy and hints at the

potential for peace, but only if Britain recognizes America as an independent

state. Diplomatic yet firm, Franklin's letter underscores the point of no return

reached by the American fight for independence.

Chapter 6: Speech in the Constitutional Convention - September 17, 1787

During the Constitutional Convention of 1787, Franklin, though not a

frequent speaker, delivered a significant address advocating for the adoption

of the new Constitution. Acknowledging his own reservations, Franklin

endorsed the document because it was the best possible solution for a unified

government under the circumstances. He cautioned against the pursuit of

ideological perfection and stressed the necessity of a general government for

collective prosperity. Franklin called for unity, stressing the importance of

presenting a united front for the stability of the young nation and its global

reputation. His speech illustrated a lifelong pursuit of pragmatic wisdom and

compromise for the greater good.

Chapter 7: An Address to the Public November 9, 1789
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At the end of his life, Franklin became an outspoken advocate for the

abolition of slavery, a significant turn from his earlier years. As the president

of the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery,

Franklin’s address urged for a careful and compassionate approach to

emancipating slaves and promoting their integration as free citizens. He

highlighted the moral degradation inflicted by slavery and called for support

in rehabilitating freed slaves through education and employment. Franklin's

transformed viewpoint championed human dignity and equality, reflecting

the Enlightenment ideals of liberty and justice that had shaped his life and

career.

Chapter 8: Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim on the Slave Trade March 23, 1790

Despite declining health, Franklin maintained his sharp wit and incisive pen,

writing a satire under the pseudonym Historicus for the Federal Gazette. The

piece mimics a speech by a fictional Islamic official, Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim,

justifying the enslavement of Christians to underscore the absurdity of

pro-slavery arguments. It cleverly mirrors the justifications used by

American slavery proponents like James Jackson, whom Franklin was

responding to, by equating the enslaving of Christians to defend piracy and

slavery. His satire illuminates the hypocritical reasoning behind slavery,

employing humor to deliver a poignant critique of the practice.
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