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About the book

In "The Blood Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, Biafra, and the Forgotten

Genocide," Gary J. Bass exposes a haunting chapter of history that

intertwines American foreign policy with the devastating civil war in

Nigeria during the late 1960s. Through meticulous research and riveting

narrative, Bass uncovers how the machinations of powerful figures like

Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger not only shaped international relations

but also turned a blind eye to one of the 20th century's most harrowing

genocides. This thought-provoking exploration of moral complicity and the

human cost of political expediency challenges readers to confront the

unsettling realities of history and the implications of their own nation's

actions in the global arena, compelling us to ask: how do we reconcile power

with humanity?
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About the author

Gary J. Bass is an accomplished American historian and author, renowned

for his incisive examinations of U.S. foreign policy and international

relations during critical historical moments. A professor at the School of

International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, Bass has a

distinctive ability to weave complex narratives that illuminate the ethical and

moral implications of political decisions. His previous works, including

"Stay the Hand of Vengeance" and "The Blood Telegram," draw on

extensive research and archival materials, offering readers a profound

understanding of the interplay between power, ideology, and human rights.

Through his compelling storytelling, Bass not only contributes to scholarly

discourse but also engages a broader audience in the ethical challenges faced

by nations in turbulent times.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1. The Tilt

Chapter 1 Summary: The Tilt

In November 1970, during Thanksgiving weekend at Camp David, President

Richard Nixon contemplated his objectives for the upcoming years, setting

his sights on being viewed as the moral leader of the nation. However, his

focus did not extend to India, a country he had visited as Vice President in

1953, where he was struck by its extreme poverty and perceived failures in

leadership, particularly under Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister.

Nixon saw Nehru’s nonaligned stance in the Cold War as an affront,

prompting him to favor Pakistan, which he perceived as a reliable ally

against communism.

Nixon viewed Pakistan favorably not only because of its anticommunist

stance but also due to the country’s military efficiency and leadership under

General Ayub Khan. This admiration led to U.S. military support for

Pakistan, positioning it strategically as an ally against Soviet influences in

the region. Over eleven years, the U.S. supplied Pakistan with substantial

military aid, exacerbating Indo-Pakistani tensions as India sought Soviet

support in response. The uneven military arms distribution fueled hostility

between the two nations, with India perceiving itself threatened by

Pakistan’s bolstered military capabilities.
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The chapter illuminates Nixon's deep-seated prejudice against India,

exacerbated by a perception that American sympathies leaned unjustly

toward India, while historical U.S. administrations, particularly under

Kennedy and Johnson, attempted to foster a favorable relationship with New

Delhi. Nixon found a stark contrast in his admiration for Pakistan,

particularly General Yahya Khan’s straightforwardness and military resolve,

leading to a close personal rapport. Nixon's disdain for Indian Prime

Minister Indira Gandhi intensified his anti-India stance as their interactions

were marked by mutual disdain.

As Nixon's national security adviser, Henry Kissinger, took a significant role

in shaping U.S. foreign policy, he shared Nixon's sentiments, albeit with a

slightly less direct hostility toward India. The bureaucratic battles between

Kissinger and the State Department head William Rogers highlighted the

tension within U.S. foreign policy, favoring a drastic pivot towards Pakistan

as the lens through which Nixon and Kissinger approached global

politics—especially as tensions escalated in South Asia.

Kissinger’s expertise on global affairs, although limited regarding the

complexities of South Asia, allowed him to become a powerful figure in the

White House. His strategies frequently played to Nixon's biases, reinforcing

their shared views against India. This chapter establishes the geopolitical

backdrop of U.S. relations in South Asia, setting the stage for future
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conflicts, primarily as tensions erupted during the 1971 Bangladesh crisis,

highlighting the consequences of Nixon’s and Kissinger’s foreign policy

decisions in a complex and volatile region.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2. Cyclone Pakistan

Chapter 2: Cyclone Pakistan

The story opens with Archer Blood, a dedicated U.S. diplomat stationed in

East Pakistan, who is characterized by his patriotism, meticulousness, and a

mix of quiet humility and inner turmoil. Blood, a Virginia native, joined the

Foreign Service immediately after World War II, motivated by a sense of

duty and public service. Despite the conservative and traditional roles

expected of him during the countercultural upheavals of the 1960s, he

remained committed to his work.

Blood's career began in various European locales, where he notably

participated in the aftermath of World War II, assisting displaced persons.

Eventually, he landed a promising assignment in Dacca (present-day

Dhaka), East Pakistan, in 1960, drawn by the opportunities it offered amid

political turbulence—the perfect setting for an ambitious diplomat like him.

The Blood family, which included his wife Meg and three children, faced an

initial cultural shock but soon adjusted to their new life, engaging warmly

with local communities.

As a political officer, Blood began documenting the grievances of the

Bengali population, who felt exploited by the centralized West Pakistani
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government. Tensions were exacerbated by the stark geographical and

cultural divides between the more industrialized West Pakistan and the

agrarian East. Blood's observations revealed a growing sentiment among

Bengalis, who felt economically marginalized and culturally disrespected.

In March 1969, General Yahya Khan assumed leadership in response to

rising unrest, promising reforms and elections, which initially lifted hopes

for democracy. Yet, the situation soured further when devastating cyclones

struck East Pakistan in November, killing hundreds of thousands and

highlighting the government's ineffective disaster relief efforts. This disaster

significantly intensified Bengali resentment toward the West Pakistani

central government, which was perceived as indifferent to their plight.

As elections approached in December 1970, the Awami League, led by

Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rahman, became the primary voice for Bengali

nationalism, calling for greater autonomy based on his "Six Points" strategy.

The elections revealed overwhelming support for the Awami League in East

Pakistan, leading to fears among West Pakistani leaders of losing control

over the region.

Blood recognized the precarious balance of power and the potential for

conflict, as West Pakistani elites expressed distrust toward the newfound

strength of Mujib and his party. Despite the cordial relations Blood

maintained with Mujib, the uncertainty loomed over East Pakistan's future,
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particularly following Yahya's decision to postpone the National Assembly's

inaugural session after the elections.

Increasing civil unrest ensued, with widespread protests and strikes

manifesting the growing demand for autonomy. The situation escalated

dangerously ahead of a military crackdown signaled by Yahya Khan on

March 25, 1971. U.S. diplomats, including Blood, were alarmed by the

brewing violence, but higher officials in the Nixon administration opted for

inaction, fearing the implications of an independent Bangladesh.

As tensions reached a breaking point, Blood and his team were caught in a

looming storm—both meteorologically, due to the cyclone's aftermath and

politically, as the military and civilian tensions boiled over into potential

civil war. Repeated warnings went unheeded, and the U.S. chose to maintain

diplomatic ties with Yahya over protecting Bengali lives.

The chapter concludes with the buildup to the inevitable confrontation,

illustrating how the hopes for democratic reform clashed with military

resolve and international neglect, marking a pivotal moment in Pakistan's

tumultuous history. This narrative reflects the tragic interplay of human

aspirations for self-determination and the failings of both local leadership

and foreign powers in responding to crises.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3. Mrs. Gandhi

Chapter 3: Mrs. Gandhi

Indira Gandhi, daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru—a pivotal figure in India's

struggle for independence and its first prime minister—shared a strong bond

with Bengal, which would later influence her political journey. In 1934,

when she was just sixteen, she was sent to Santiniketan in West Bengal, a

unique school founded by the illustrious Bengali poet Rabindranath Tagore.

Tagore aimed to foster intellectual independence among Indians by exposing

them to a broad spectrum of human knowledge. Indira found this

unconventional school environment liberating, captivated by the beauty of

nature and the arts, which provided her a respite from her politically charged

childhood.

Despite her formative experiences in Bengal, Indira's life was marred by

political turbulence. By the time her father died in 1964, leaving India

grappling with uncertainty, Indira had transformed from a sheltered girl into

a politically astute woman. She began her political career in earnest after

marrying the journalist Feroze Gandhi in 1942, joining the fight against

British colonial rule, and eventually navigating the complexities of

leadership in a newly independent India. 
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Indira’s steely demeanor and her calculating political nature contrasted

sharply with her father's idealism. While Jawaharlal Nehru was revered for

his commitment to democratic principles, Indira was aware of the exigencies

of power and governance, lacking the same tolerance for dissent. When she

became prime minister in 1966, following the sudden death of Lal Bahadur

Shastri, she emerged as a bold leader determined to tackle India’s dire

challenges: poverty, illiteracy, and regional unrest.

Early in her tenure, Gandhi faced significant communal tensions and

secessionist movements within India, such as those in Nagaland and

Kashmir. To maintain order, she didn't hesitate to exercise force, deploying

the military to quell revolts. The first indication of her authoritarian

tendencies emerged when she began to feel stifled by democratic restraints,

hinting at her later decision to impose Emergency rule in 1975, a stark

departure from India’s democratic ethos.

A key figure in her administration was P. N. Haksar, who became not only a

trusted adviser but also the architect of her foreign policy. Haksar, a

well-read and ambitious civil servant, was immensely influential, often

compared to the likes of U.S. political strategists. He brought a leftist

ideology to Indira’s administration, solidifying her ties with the Soviet

Union while fostering suspicion toward the United States, especially

following the latter’s historical support for Pakistan.
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As India prepared for the massive general elections of 1970, Indira

campaigned fiercely on a platform to eradicate poverty, countering the

opposition's movements with her slogan "Garibi Hatao!" (Remove Poverty!).

Her hard work paid off, resulting in a landslide victory that solidified her

position but also escalated her expectations. 

However, her victory was soon overshadowed by the escalating crisis in

Pakistan, particularly in East Bengal, where the Awami League led by

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman won a dominant electoral victory. Despite initial

hopes for stability, political tensions brewed between East and West

Pakistan, which deeply concerned India. Haksar recognized the potential for

Pakistan’s military to retaliate against India’s involvement and urged Gandhi

to prepare for the worst, fearing military confrontation.

As the situation escalated, India faced the dual challenge of managing its

own internal issues—namely, the growing influence of Marxist and Maoist

ideologies in West Bengal—while watching its neighbor’s turbulent political

landscape unfold. The ensuing turmoil would lead not only to humanitarian

crises but also set the stage for major geopolitical shifts in the region.
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Chapter 4: 4. “Mute and Horrified Witnesses”

Chapter 4 Summary: “Mute and Horrified Witnesses”

The chapter opens in Dacca, the capital of Bangladesh, painting a vivid and

chaotic picture of this tropical city. In March 1971, it is described as

impoverished and polluted, alive with noise and energy from honking

vehicles and all-night conversations among its people, who work under

oppressive heat and in disarray. The narrative is set against the backdrop of a

pivotal moment in Bangladeshi history—the burgeoning crisis of Bengali

nationalism and the growing tensions between East Pakistan, where Dacca is

located, and West Pakistan.

On March 25, after weeks of turbulent protests, Archer Blood, the U.S.

consul in Dacca, alerts Washington to a deteriorating situation as the

Pakistani army clashes violently with Bengali civilians. The government of

President Yahya Khan, having abandoned any hope for political resolution,

resorts to overwhelming military force. This tension escalates sharply when

the army, frustrated by resistance from university students and local citizens,

begins to open fire indiscriminately, leading to numerous casualties—a fact

later corroborated as journalists and diplomats huddle in fear within the

consulate.
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As night descends, Blood and his wife, Meg, host a dinner for a mix of

diplomats and locals to ease the mounting anxiety. However, their plans are

abruptly interrupted by reports of violence erupting in the streets. As

Americans and their Bangladeshi guests seek safety, a night of terror

unfolds. Blood and his guests witness the army's barrage through the

scattered dark of the city—gunfire lighting up the night sky and fires

consuming urban neighborhoods, particularly in impoverished areas

populated by Bengal's poor. The military offensive has begun, using U.S.

equipment like M-24 tanks against an unarmed populace.

Meanwhile, journalist Sydney Schanberg finds himself trapped in the

Intercontinental Hotel, observing the military's violent actions against

students protesting outside. His frustrations grow as foreign press is

restrained, witnessing acts of brutality against anyone thought to oppose the

regime, including attacks on local media. Other correspondents are arrested

and sent back to Karachi, thwarted from reporting on the grim reality they

see unfolding in Dacca.

In the following days, the violence continues unabated. Scott Butcher,

Blood’s assistant at the consulate, grapples with the chilling sounds of

shootings outside his residence, realizing the extent of the crackdown on

those in support of Bengali nationalism and human rights. The military

enforces curfews, arrests leaders, and stretches its rule under martial law. As

the situation worsens, the U.S. diplomats find themselves isolated, cut off

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


from headquarters in Islamabad, with no direct support or guidance in a

scenario that becomes increasingly dire.

Blood, witnessing firsthand the devastation and bombardment of innocent

victims, prepares urgent reports condemning the army's actions. He refers to

the events as “selective genocide,” attempting to shock Washington into

acknowledging the severity of their complicity and the humanitarian crisis.

His pleas for intervention are met with indifference from U.S. officials, who

fear upsetting their strategic alliances with Pakistan. 

Archer Blood defies orders to maintain silence, firmly believing the

atrocities must be reported regardless of the repercussions. Many locals take

refuge in American homes, where Blood and other officials provide shelter

to fleeing Bengalis, especially Hindus, targeted in the violence. This

humanitarian act highlights their moral dilemmas against the backdrop of

diplomatic protocol.

In contrast, internal U.S. responses are muted; various officials, including

Ambassador Kenneth Keating in Delhi, start to support Blood’s portrayal of

events, advocating for a more vocal stance against the Pakistani military's

methods. He, along with a few others, reflects a growing outrage at the

moral implications of U.S. support for a regime engaged in large-scale

atrocities.
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The chapter culminates with the realization that, while Blood's reports gather

attention, they often lack the decisive action requisite to change U.S. policy.

The narrative further reveals the gap between high-level diplomatic

discussions and the sobering realities faced by civilians. As Nixon and

Kissinger's administration vacillates between acknowledgment and

condonation of Pakistan’s actions, it becomes evident that the human toll of

the regime's oppression is perceived as only another element of realpolitik,

distilled down to cold calculations of power and control. 

Blood's principled stand and ringing alarms about the moral crisis in Dacca

underline the profound disconnect within the U.S. government and the

looming catastrophe in East Pakistan—a situation marred by humanitarian

disaster and internal policy failures.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. The Blood Telegram

Chapter 5 Summary: The Blood Telegram

In this chapter, the complex geopolitical scenario of early 1971 in Pakistan is

explored, focusing on the brutal suppression of the Bengali people in East

Pakistan by the West Pakistani military, which was heavily armed by the

United States. Richard Nixon's administration, alongside Archer Blood, the

U.S. consul in Dacca, faced mounting ethical dilemmas as reports of mass

atrocities became increasingly difficult to ignore.

As unrest escalated, the Pakistani military relied on American-supplied

arms—C-130 transport planes, F-86 fighter jets, and M-24 tanks—to impose

a crackdown on the Bengali population, who were pleading for U.S.

intervention to prevent what they described as "mass murder." Despite

overwhelming evidence of these atrocities, the Nixon administration,

influenced by Cold War dynamics and geopolitical considerations, chose to

remain silent and continue military support for Pakistan, a strategy reflective

of Nixon’s previous endorsement of authoritarian governments for the sake

of U.S. interests.

Archer Blood and his team observed firsthand the horrors unfolding in

Dacca. Despite their operational challenges, including gunfire and threats to
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their safety, they documented the systematic violence, including air strikes

on civilian targets and military troops engaging in widespread slaughter,

particularly against Hindus, who were a minority in East Pakistan. Blood’s

cables, which reported on the gruesome realities of the situation, described a

reign of terror that not only aimed to suppress dissent but also sought to

eliminate perceived enemies.

Blood faced immense pressure as an American diplomat. Following an

evacuation order due to escalating violence, he felt a profound sense of

moral outrage, relaying detailed reports of the atrocities. He argued that the

violence constituted genocide—both against Bengalis as a group and

particularly against Hindus, who were increasingly singled out. Blood's

diplomatic mission became a struggle between moral duty and professional

career considerations.

In response to the shocking events, Blood and his staff decided to produce a

dissent cable to communicate their strong opposition to U.S. policy, which

they considered complicit in the ongoing atrocities. This dissent cable, later

dubbed the "Blood telegram," detailed the moral bankruptcy of U.S. actions

and emphasized that the situation warranted urgent attention and a

reevaluation of support for West Pakistan.

The cable was signed by Blood and nearly the entire Dacca consulate staff,

critiquing Washington's policy as one that not only failed to protect
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American citizens but also facilitated a humanitarian crisis. Blood’s decision

to endorse this cable was seen as a significant act of defiance and moral

clarity, risking his career to uphold what he believed were ethical standards.

As the situation deteriorated further, with the outbreak of violence between

Bengali nationalists and the Biharis—an Urdu-speaking minority wrongly

accused of complicity with West Pakistani forces—Blood continued to

report on the ongoing chaos and violence. The chapter reflects on the

broader implications of U.S. foreign policy during this tumultuous period,

highlighting the tensions between national interests, humanitarian concerns,

and the ethical responsibilities of diplomats in conflict zones. 

Importantly, the contrasting perspectives within the White House are

revealed, where Nixon and Kissinger seemed more focused on geopolitical

strategy than on the moral implications of supporting a regime perpetrating

such extreme violence against its own citizens. In this politically charged

atmosphere, the moral complexities of U.S. involvement in foreign conflicts

were increasingly laid bare.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of moral courage in the face of injustice

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 5 of 'The Blood Telegram', you are

inspired by the actions of Archer Blood and his team, who chose to

bear witness to atrocity rather than remain silent. Their moral clarity in

the midst of an ethically bankrupt political landscape teaches you that

standing up for what is right, even at great personal risk, is essential.

This powerful lesson encourages you to prioritize ethical

considerations in your own life, challenging you to act with integrity

and courage whenever you encounter injustice, whether in your

community or on a larger scale.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6. The Inferno Next Door

Chapter 6: The Inferno Next Door

The unfolding tragedy in East Pakistan sent shockwaves throughout India,

where the government and public were horrified by the brutal military

crackdown on the Bengali population. After years of hopes for a democratic

resolution, the situation escalated dramatically when General Yahya Khan,

Pakistan's leader, dismissed negotiations and resorted to horrific violence

against the Bengalis. Indian diplomats observed that the military had

embarked on a campaign of systematic terror, aimed particularly at the

Awami League, the political party advocating for Bengali autonomy.

In New Delhi, Indira Gandhi's administration grappled with the sudden shift

in circumstances. Initially, her team underestimated the potential for a civil

war, believing that the crisis could be resolved through a return to

negotiations. However, as reports of bloodshed emerged, it became clear that

the situation was far worse. Senior aides echoed concerns that Pakistan's

military actions amounted to genocide, prompting a wave of sympathy for

East Bengal within India. Despite widespread calls for action, including

from political rivals and the public, Gandhi maintained a cautious approach,

attempting to balance international relations while managing mounting

domestic pressure.
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The Indian press erupted with emotional accounts, further amplifying

outrage and calls for intervention. Politicians across the spectrum

condemned the government's perceived inaction, with some advocating for

direct military support for the Bengalis, while Gandhi introduced a

resolution condemning the atrocities. This public sentiment catalyzed a shift

toward further action.

As the crisis deepened, an unprecedented number of refugees began to flood

into India, overwhelming border states like West Bengal. This influx not

only showcased the dire humanitarian crisis but also intensified calls for

military intervention. Internal discussions within the Indian government

revealed that, despite public denials, planning for military involvement was

already underway. As the refugee situation worsened, India began covertly

supporting the growing Bengali insurgency, known as the Mukti Bahini,

providing crucial assistance in terms of training and supplies to the

beleaguered rebels.

General Sam Manekshaw, the Indian Army's chief, showed caution

regarding immediate military intervention, citing logistical challenges and

the impending monsoon season. However, behind closed doors, elements

within the Indian government, including influential thinkers like K.

Subrahmanyam, argued for more aggressive action, predicting that a war

would ultimately benefit India's regional dominance.
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The civil strife in East Pakistan galvanized the burgeoning guerrilla

movement that was gaining traction against the oppressive regime in

Islamabad. Many former Bengali military personnel joined the insurgents,

escalating their capacity to resist. As the Mukti Bahini grew in strength,

India discreetly began fostering their efforts while weighing the potential

consequences of openly recognizing Bangladesh as an independent state.

In a series of clandestine meetings, Indian officials collaborated closely with

the self-declared Bangladeshi government, outlining strategies for sustained

guerrilla warfare aimed at persistently undermining the Pakistani military’s

efforts. Despite their limitations, these actions were framed as support for a

liberation struggle rather than direct intervention.

As the Bengali fighters engaged in hit-and-run tactics while attempting to

regain control over their land, India continued to expand its backing for their

cause. Each small victory for the Mukti Bahini was a cause for hope but

came with the constant threat of brutal reprisal from Pakistani forces.

Throughout this tumultuous period, Indira Gandhi stayed at the forefront of

the discussions, navigating not only the complex geopolitics of South Asia

but also the overwhelming humanitarian crisis that was unfolding at her

border.

The tension between aiding the Bengali struggle and avoiding a direct
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confrontation with Pakistan remained a persistent dilemma for Gandhi's

government, as public sentiment and the realities on the ground pushed for

increased military engagement. While India adamantly maintained its stance

on non-involvement, the support provided to the rebels signaled a significant

shift leading toward a more active role in the conflict, foreshadowing the

larger escalation to come.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Compassion in Crisis

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 6 of "The Blood Telegram," we

witness how the humanitarian catastrophe in East Pakistan ignites a

deep sense of compassion and urgency in India, galvanizing both the

government and the public to respond to the suffering of the Bengali

people. This pivotal moment inspires us to realize that in times of

crisis, our empathy and willingness to act can forge significant change.

It compels us to look beyond our immediate circles and recognize the

plight of others around the world, urging us to take a stand for justice

and support those who are vulnerable. By embracing compassion, we

not only elevate our humanity but also catalyze collective action that

can bring about positive transformations, indicating that even small

efforts can contribute to monumental outcomes.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7. “Don’t Squeeze Yahya”

In Chapter 7 of the narrative, titled "Don’t Squeeze Yahya," the chapter

 revolves around pivotal events in U.S.-Pakistani relations during the 1971

Bangladesh Liberation War and highlights the intertwining of American

foreign policy with human rights violations in East Pakistan, orchestrated by

Pakistani President Yahya Khan.

The chapter introduces Winston Lord, an emerging figure in U.S. politics,

who worked closely with Henry Kissinger as a special assistant during the

administration of President Nixon. With a notable career trajectory, Lord

would later become an ambassador and a significant player in U.S.

diplomacy toward China. In 1971, he was acutely aware of a secret initiative

to normalize U.S. relations with China through Pakistan, led by Yahya Khan,

who was simultaneously orchestrating brutal crackdowns against Bengali

nationalists. Yahya had positioned himself as a conduit for U.S. diplomacy

with China, receiving credence from Nixon's administration while carrying

out mass atrocities against his own people.

As tensions erupted in East Pakistan, the chapter depicts the grim realities

faced by the inhabitants, characterized by widespread violence against

civilians, exemplified by the sight of a corpse left on the street in Dacca.

Archer Blood, the U.S. consul general in Dacca, becomes an essential voice

against the atrocities, persistently reporting on the escalating crisis despite
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being met with indifference from higher-ups including Nixon and Kissinger.

Blood's criticisms contrasted sharply with the administration's

decision-making, which prioritized geopolitical strategy over civilian safety.

Kissinger and Nixon’s relentless focus on a China policy casts a shadow

over the humanitarian crisis. The chapter details Kissinger's justifications for

supporting Yahya's regime, arguing it was essential for maintaining a

strategic relationship with Pakistan, primarily as a means to facilitate

communication with China. Despite internal dissent within the U.S. State

Department about the moral implications of their support for Yahya,

Kissinger firmly instructed that aid should not be curtailed, viewing any

pushback as detrimental to U.S. interests.

As Blood’s reports became increasingly strident in condemning the violence

in East Pakistan, Kissinger dismissed him as an outsider who jeopardized

American diplomacy and advocated for Blood's removal from his position.

This culminated in Blood being removed from Dacca under the guise of

policy decisions being made "at the highest level," reflecting a broader

theme of silencing dissent within the Nixon administration. 

The chapter culminates in a profound sense of betrayal and moral failure

within the American political apparatus. Despite Blood’s accurate insights

into the political landscape of East Pakistan, his stand for human rights and

accountability resulted in professional ostracism, showcasing the dark side
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of realpolitik that defined Nixon and Kissinger's approach to foreign policy

during this tumultuous period. The chapter ends on a poignant note,

underscoring Blood's commitment to moral integrity, even as it led to his

professional downfall, framing him as a tragic figure in the broader context

of political expediency.
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Chapter 8: 8. Exodus

Chapter 8 Summary: Exodus

The chapter begins with journalist Sydney Schanberg reflecting on the

harrowing refugee crisis following the crackdown by the Pakistani military

in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). Thousands, driven by desperation, flee

into India, facing perilous treks that expose them to new diseases like

cholera. Schanberg recalls scenes of death and despair, highlighting the

overwhelming loss of life among the refugee population as they were forced

to leave their homes amid violence and chaos.

Major General Jacob-Farj-Rafael Jacob, head of the Indian army's Eastern

Command, witnesses the influx of refugees and recognizes the parallels to

the Partition of India in 1947, a traumatic period marked by massive

displacement and violence. Former Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh

also empathizes deeply with the refugees, noting the “terrible human agony”

as they crowd into makeshift camps set up by the Indian government, which

struggles to provide basic necessities despite its own dire economic

conditions.

As millions pour across the border, the Indian government grapples with the

overwhelming humanitarian crisis. Reports flood in detailing the extreme
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conditions faced by refugees, including grievous personal stories that bring

the issues home to the Indian public. Tensions mount, as India grapples with

political and social unrest fueled by the sheer number of dispossessed

individuals, largely composed of Bengali Hindus who have been targeted by

the Pakistani army, with the perception that 90% of refugees are from this

community.

The Indian government faces a complex ideological dilemma: while it has

long upheld a doctrine of non-interference in the internal affairs of sovereign

states, the severity of the humanitarian crisis and ethical considerations push

for a reevaluation of that principle. High-ranking officials express concern

over advocating for East Pakistan's independence will create contradictions

in India's handling of its own issues in regions like Kashmir, where

separatism is harshly suppressed.

Amid rising public outcry, Indian officials shift from a position of

detachment to one emphasizing the need for intervention, arguing that

Pakistan's internal violence has forced a humanitarian burden on India,

irreparably linking the two nations. Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi

personally visits the refugee camps, witnessing the abject suffering firsthand,

which intensifies her resolve that refugees should return home.

In a significant parliamentary address, Gandhi contends that the refugee

crisis is not just a humanitarian concern but a national issue for India,
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challenging Pakistan to cease its atrocities. She makes it clear that, without a

resolution, India may need to take whatever measures necessary to protect its

citizens and restore peace.

The chapter delves into the public sentiment in India, particularly among the

Bengali community, who feel a deep connection to their counterparts in East

Pakistan. Prominent activist Jayaprakash Narayan emerges as a vocal

supporter of the Bengali cause, advocating for direct military intervention

against the oppressive regime in Pakistan while also highlighting internal

tensions between political leaders and differing views on how to address the

crisis.

The struggle becomes increasingly desperate as refugees flood across the

border, surpassing six million individuals. The Indian government faces

insurmountable challenges in providing aid, with cholera outbreaks

exacerbating the situation, causing death and suffering in overcrowded

camps. Additionally, local resentment towards the refugees grows,

complicating India’s efforts to contain the crisis and prevent an unnecessary

escalation of hostilities—a scenario which makes war seem increasingly

inevitable. 

As the chapter concludes, the urgent pressures faced by both the Indian

government and the refugees paint a grim but significant portrait of a nation

on the brink of war and a humanitarian disaster of historical proportions.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9. India Alone

### Chapter 9: India Alone

As tensions rose in 1971 between India and Pakistan, the Indian government

harbored deep fears about China, exacerbated further by Mao Zedong's

Cultural Revolution. Chinese Red Guards threatened Indian diplomats in

Beijing, symbolizing the hostility stemming from China's earlier military

victory over India in 1962. The Indian leadership, particularly Prime

Minister Indira Gandhi, was acutely aware that if war erupted with Pakistan,

China could support its ally, further complicating India's precarious position.

China, still reeling from its own experiences with Western and Japanese

imperialism, staunchly opposed India’s democracy and sovereignty. Chinese

Premier Zhou Enlai condemned India’s actions in East Pakistan, rallying

support for Pakistan against what he called Indian "expansionism." This

environment led Indian officials, including P. N. Haksar, Gandhi’s chief

advisor, to suspect that China was covertly supporting radical factions in

East Pakistan while publicly aligning with Pakistan.

India sought the support of the Soviet Union, which, despite being

historically opposed to China, maintained a fraught relationship of its own.

The Soviet Union's defense minister urged India to regard China as a more
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significant threat than Pakistan. A new treaty of friendship with the USSR,

initially stalled, became a priority for India as tensions escalated.

Despite diplomatic overtures, India faced a struggle to secure international

support. Gandhi's government launched a worldwide appeal for

humanitarian aid for the refugees created by the conflict in East Pakistan.

However, many countries considered the situation an internal matter for

Pakistan, and the response to India’s call for aid was largely tepid.

In June, as the crisis deepened, India dispatched ministers and diplomats

worldwide to secure support, but encountered little more than sympathetic

words. Countries across Asia and Europe were hesitant to act decisively

against Pakistan. Despite notable interest from some Western leaders,

widespread endorsement for Indian action or recognition of Bangladesh

remained elusive, while widespread inequities remained in how various

nations aimed to handle the situation.

Frustration mounted within India's leadership as offers of limited aid fell

short of what was necessary. Even with mounting humanitarian needs, key

global players, particularly the United States under President Nixon,

displayed a reluctance to intervene meaningfully. Despite Nixon’s eventual

approval for a modest aid package, it was clear that the U.S. administration

favored maintaining its relationship with Pakistan over offering substantial

support to India.
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Kissinger’s perspective emphasized that Pakistan had the right to manage its

internal issues without international interference, starkly disregarding the

humanitarian crisis. This lack of substantial aid and support from major

world powers left India feeling isolated and burdened by the dire refugee

situation.

In a culmination of diplomatic failures, India realized that its efforts to sway

the global community had yielded minimal results. With the risk of conflict

escalating while refugee crises worsened, the Indian leadership recognized

that it might soon be forced to take military action in self-defense against

Pakistan to alleviate the humanitarian disaster and restore stability in the

region.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10. The China Channel

### Chapter 10 Summary: The China Channel

In the midst of the political turmoil arising from the leaked Pentagon Papers,

President Richard Nixon found a renewed sense of trust in Yahya Khan, the

leader of Pakistan. Yahya emerged as a reliable conduit for sensitive

communications between the U.S. and China, showcasing unwavering

loyalty during a precarious time. Nixon and his administration, wary of

dissenters like Daniel Ellsberg and Archer Blood, felt Yahya's discretion was

invaluable for what was ultimately a highly secretive and risky diplomatic

initiative to open relations with China.

Winston Lord, a key aide to Henry Kissinger, noted that trust was paramount

for such sensitive negotiations. Yahya was strategically

advantageous—sharing concerns over mutual threats from the Soviet Union

and a familiarity with American interests. Kissinger, while pragmatic in

calculating these alliances, understood Nixon's personal connections

influenced his appreciation for Yahya, stemming from Nixon's past

experiences as vice president when Pakistan offered him support during his

political lows.

As tensions escalated regarding the humanitarian crisis in East Pakistan due
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to Yahya’s brutal crackdown on dissent, Nixon's correspondence with Yahya

remained unusually lenient. He expressed concern but did not confront the

severe atrocities unfolding, which included the targeting of the Hindu

minority—a fact that elicited grave concerns from Kissinger and other

advisers. In internal memos, officials documented the devastation faced by

the Bengali population, yet Nixon continued to refer to Yahya as a "decent

man," fostering the relationship based on personal loyalty rather than

principled political rationale.

Throughout these negotiations, Nixon and Kissinger became increasingly

resigned to Yahya's actions, prioritizing the clandestine communication with

China over addressing the ongoing genocide. In private interactions, they

assured Yahya of continued support while subtly urging him to temper his

military's violence, showcasing the administration's conflicting

values—balancing moral outrage with strategic necessity.

As millions of refugees poured into India, Nixon's administration cautiously

avoided any strong public statements against Yahya's regime, which they

deemed essential for the success of their broader geopolitical goals,

particularly with respect to establishing relations with China. Despite

increasing evidence of ethnic cleansing, Nixon refrained from leveraging

America's substantial military aid for political leverage against Yahya,

highlighting the administration's priorities.
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In the backdrop, Kissinger orchestrated covert arrangements for his

clandestine visit to China, leveraging Yahya’s position as a facilitator.

Polishing methods to safely transport Kissinger to Beijing, he aimed to

initiate discussions which Nixon believed could redefine global alignments

during the Cold War. Kissinger's secretive maneuvers underscored the

administration's deeper commitment to the China channel over any

immediate humanitarian considerations in East Pakistan, marking a pivotal

moment in U.S. foreign policy dynamics.

Ultimately, as Kissinger prepared for his groundbreaking trip, both he and

Nixon basked in the historical implications of their maneuvering, set against

a backdrop of rapidly deteriorating humanitarian conditions—a juxtaposition

that would come to define their legacies.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11. The East Is Red

### Chapter 11 Summary: The East Is Red

On July 6, Henry Kissinger, U.S. National Security Adviser, embarked on a

significant diplomatic trip, landing in Delhi aboard a U.S. Air Force plane.

His official agenda included brief stops in India and Pakistan, but the true

purpose was covert—he was on his way to Beijing, marking a pivotal step in

U.S.-China relations during the Cold War.

Kissinger’s visit to India served largely as a tactical diversion to maintain

diplomatic balance; he required a token visit to India before proceeding to

Pakistan and ultimately China. Upon arrival in Delhi, Kissinger encountered

widespread protests against him, with demonstrators labeling him a

"murderer" due to U.S. military support for Pakistan in the ongoing conflict

in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh).

In Delhi, Kissinger engaged in tense discussions with Indian officials,

notably P. N. Haksar, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's principal adviser on

foreign affairs. The exchanges revealed deep-seated tensions over U.S. arms

sales to Pakistan. Haksar, frustrated by increasing arms shipments, argued

passionately against U.S. support, contending that it contributed to regional

instability and ignored the dire humanitarian crisis created by millions of
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refugees fleeing East Pakistan.

Kissinger, however, downplayed the significance of U.S. arms transfers,

arguing they were not critical to the military balance and insisting on

maintaining leverage over Pakistani President Yahya Khan. Haksar

countered that continued assistance was morally indefensible and suggested

that it would provoke war. During subsequent meetings, Gandhi cited the

overwhelming number of refugees and the emotional toll on the Indian

public, while Kissinger promised that the U.S. would support India against

any possible Chinese aggression, though he implied that the U.S. could not

furnish military assistance if India initiated conflict.

Amid this diplomatic quagmire, Kissinger faced mounting pressure from

Indian officials who viewed the U.S. stance as overly sympathetic to

Pakistan. Despite his diplomatic flattery, Kissinger saw India as a

calculating player in power politics and remained resistant to their demands

for an end to arms shipments.

Unbeknownst to Indian leaders, Kissinger's focus remained on his upcoming

secret meeting with Chinese officials, where he anticipated substantial

dialogue that could reshape U.S.-China relations. His visit concluded with

formalities, including a meeting with Indira Gandhi, who emphasized the

emotional and complex political landscape of the refugee situation, leaving

Kissinger with a stark impression of India's resolve and desperation.
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After his grueling diplomatic encounters in India, Kissinger flew to

Islamabad, greeted warmly by the Pakistani government. However, the

atmosphere in Islamabad remained tense, as U.S. officials like Eric Griffel

highlighted the dire realities of the conflict in East Pakistan. Here, Kissinger

met with Yahya Khan, discussing the increasingly volatile situation while

downplaying Pakistan's role in the crisis.

Transitioning from Islamabad, Kissinger feigned illness to facilitate his

secretive journey to China, further underscoring the clandestine elements of

U.S. foreign policy during this period. His arrival in Beijing was marked by

a whirlwind of discussions with Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai, who expressed

deep animosity toward India and a willingness to support Pakistan in the

event of conflict.

Throughout the negotiations, Kissinger recognized the profound significance

of U.S.-China relations and emerged from the meetings with a renewed

commitment to balancing American interests in the region against the

backdrop of the India-Pakistan conflict. Ultimately, this chapter highlights

Kissinger's strategic maneuvering in a complex geopolitical landscape and

foreshadows the pivotal shifts in international relations that would define the

era.
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Chapter 12: 12. The Mukti Bahini

### Chapter 12 Summary: The Mukti Bahini

This chapter unfolds during the tumultuous period of the Bangladesh

Liberation War, as seen through the eyes of Sydney Schanberg, the New

York Times bureau chief in Delhi. With little prior experience in war,

Schanberg's field education begins alongside the Mukti Bahini, the Bengali

guerrilla fighters engaged in a struggle against the Pakistani military.

Accompanied by a squad of young rebels, Schanberg experiences firsthand

the violence and chaos of guerrilla warfare. He observes their youthful

fervor yet laments their lack of resources and effective strategy against the

far superior Pakistani forces.

As the insurgency progresses, India's Prime Minister Indira Gandhi openly

denies significant Indian involvement in the conflict, although covert

support for the Bengali rebels is escalating. The Indian government,

particularly through high-profile figures like D. P. Dhar, starts funneling

weapons and training to the Mukti Bahini, signaling a shift from mere

political support to active involvement. The narrative emphasizes the

idealism and nationalistic fervor that drives young Bengali recruits,

including Shahudul Haque, who seeks to join the fight after witnessing the

violent oppression of his people.
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The complexities of this guerrilla campaign are multifaceted. The Mukti

Bahini engages in sabotage operations against the Pakistani military,

utilizing tactics inspired by Maoist principles that include blending with the

civilian population and relying on peasant support, famously likened to fish

in water. However, the guerrillas are continuously outmatched by the

well-equipped Pakistani military. Despite initial successes, the chapter

reveals a deepening crisis as the Mukti Bahini begins using child soldiers,

reflecting their desperation and dwindling manpower.

Compounding the situation is the refugee crisis resulting from the conflict,

with millions spilling into India and placing immense strain on its resources,

especially in West Bengal. Gandhi's government is torn between

humanitarian obligations and fears of political instability, as they confront

rising levels of resentment among local populations. The realities of

managing such a significant refugee crisis prompt severe political and social

ramifications in India.

India's complex relationship with the United Nations adds another layer of

tension. Distrustful of international intervention, particularly from the

United States and China, the Indian government works to ensure that the UN

does not impede its covert support for the Mukti Bahini. Indian officials

exhibit skepticism toward the UN's capacity for effective resolution,

preferring instead to rely on their growing military involvement.
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Within India, the chapter illustrates the fraught state of its democracy at this

time. Gandhi’s administration faces pressure from various political factions

demanding a decisive response to both the humanitarian crisis and the

insurgent call for independence. Public outrage grows as citizens question

the government's efficacy in addressing the refugee influx and the ongoing

violence in East Pakistan. These tensions contribute to rising calls for war

against Pakistan, as both the government and the populace grapple with the

dual crises unfolding.

In summary, Chapter 12 paints a vivid portrait of the challenges faced by the

Mukti Bahini and the political intricacies within India during the Bangladesh

Liberation War, underscoring themes of idealism, desperation,

humanitarianism, and the complexities of international diplomacy in times

of conflict.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 13 Summary: 13. “The Hell with the Damn
Congress”

Chapter 13 of "The Hell with the Damn Congress" intricately weaves the

 political turmoil surrounding the Vietnam War and the atrocities in East

Pakistan into the narrative of U.S. foreign policy during the early 1970s. The

chapter opens with the high-profile court-martial of William Calley Jr., a

U.S. Army officer convicted for the My Lai Massacre, coinciding with

mounting public discontent over U.S. involvement in Vietnam. This

pervasive dissatisfaction extended to America's complicity in the brutal

crackdown by Pakistan's state apparatus against its Bengali population,

which resulted in a humanitarian catastrophe.

As the Nixon administration grapples with a faltering situation in Vietnam

and mounting pressure to withdraw troops, the crisis in East Pakistan

unfolds, further complicating public perceptions of U.S. foreign policy. The

overlap between Vietnam and Bangladesh became a political tool for

Nixon's critics, particularly congressional Democrats, who condemned the

administration's support for repressive regimes while advocating for

humanitarian intervention—a sentiment not entirely in line with the

prevailing exhaustion from the Vietnam War.

Amid this backdrop, key players emerge. Senator Edward Kennedy, igniting

a firestorm with his impassioned speeches against the atrocities in East

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Pakistan, manages to sidestep the discoordinate response from the Nixon

White House. His denunciation of the administration for its silence resonates

deeply within Congress and the public, reigniting fears of complicity similar

to those from Vietnam. As other senators, including William Fulbright and

George McGovern, join in the chorus of dissent, a coalition of critics

solidifies against Nixon's more pragmatic and politically cautious approach.

The chapter illuminates the struggle within the Nixon administration itself.

Kissinger, caught between pressing political realities and hostile public

opinion, contends with the detrimental specter of congressional pressure and

the moral imperatives of upholding human rights. As reports of genocide

reach the American public through evocative media coverage, Nixon and

Kissinger face mounting challenges, navigating their political defenses while

attempting to support Pakistan—a decision fueled by a complicated web of

alliances and geopolitical considerations.

In an attempt to galvanize public support for the plight of Bengalis, cultural

icons like George Harrison organize the first rock concert for humanitarian

relief, spotlighting the crisis and pressuring the administration to take a

clearer stance. The concert, intertwined with its music and purpose, becomes

both a fundraising effort and a fervent plea for awareness amidst growing

frustrations with governmental inaction.

However, Nixon and Kissinger remain entrenched in their original policies,
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prioritizing their relationship with Pakistan over the escalating humanitarian

disaster, dismissing the critiques from Congress and the State Department,

and believing the American public to be too apathetic to react significantly.

They express contempt for what they perceive as political opportunism from

their critics while orchestrating a facade of pragmatism that does little to

address the deteriorating situation.

Ultimately, Chapter 13 paints a vivid and complex picture of a tumultuous

period in U.S. foreign policy, filled with moral quandaries, political

maneuvering, and the tragic consequences of war—highlighting the stark

contrasts between the humanitarian cries of the world and the cold

calculations of power politics.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14. Soviet Friends

Chapter 14: Soviet Friends

In the context of rising anti-American sentiment in India during the

Bangladesh Liberation War, Indian leaders openly criticized the U.S. for its

ties with Pakistan, viewing it as support for the brutal regime under

President Yahya Khan. Activist Jayaprakash Narayan lamented that the U.S.

had become akin to a colonial power, aligning itself with repressive regimes

globally, leading to a drastic decline in favorable perceptions of the United

States among Indians.

The trigger for widespread resentment was the continuing flow of U.S.

military supplies to Pakistan, which many Indians believed enabled the

suppression of Bengali independence. The Indian Parliament became

inflamed upon learning about U.S. commercial airlines leasing planes to

Pakistan, which could be used for military purposes. Indian officials

perceived the U.S. arms support as tantamount to complicity in what they

labeled as genocide in East Pakistan, further igniting public outrage.

In response to this crisis, Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi faced

increasing pressure to seek allies against both U.S. support for Pakistan and

the potential threat from a strengthened Sino-American alignment. Thus, she
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agreed to finalize a friendship treaty with the Soviet Union, a nation whose

backing she believed could provide critical support during impending

conflict. This marked a significant departure from India's previous

nonalignment stance, reflecting a pragmatic shift necessitated by the

geopolitical landscape.

Preparations for the treaty accelerated under the guidance of P. N. Haksar, a

key advisor, who viewed the pact as an ambitious and crucial move to

strengthen India's position. While the Soviets had no appetite for an

escalated conflict, they ultimately acknowledged the necessity of the treaty,

which was signed in Delhi on August 9. The treaty pledged mutual

consultation and support should either nation come under attack, though it

fell short of offering an unconditional commitment of military aid.

Despite the thrill of diplomatic success, caution remained among Indian

leaders. The treaty was perceived by some as potentially compromising

India's autonomy in international affairs. Yet, it was a popular move

domestically, bolstered by recognition of the humanitarian crisis unfolding

in Bangladesh, which served to unite various factions in support of Gandhi's

government.

Meanwhile, U.S. President Richard Nixon reacted with indignation; he saw

India's closeness with the Soviet Union as a dire concern, framing it as an

impending geographical and ideological threat. The dynamics of the Cold
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War were sharply illustrated as Kissinger analyzed the treaty's implications,

suggesting that it could provoke a dangerous escalation in the region.

Within this fraught atmosphere of geopolitical maneuvering, Gandhi’s

government remained aware of the precarious balance between fostering

Soviet relations and maintaining India's independence. While she embraced

the Soviet alliance as a measure of necessity, Gandhi also attempted

outreach to the U.S., conveying her concerns about American arms flowing

to Pakistan and invoking comparisons to Nazi Germany's atrocities.

The stage was set for an imminent military confrontation; observations from

military leaders indicated readiness for conflict and a strategic timeline

proposed by Gandhi hinted at decisive action potentially by the end of

November. The chapter closes with the Indian leadership focusing on

preparing for war, balancing the complexities of newfound alliances and the

urgency of the humanitarian crisis in Bangladesh.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Strategic Alliances in Times of Crisis

Critical Interpretation: In times of crisis, the decisions we make can

shape the trajectory of our lives. This chapter reveals how Indira

Gandhi's pragmatic choice to forge an alliance with the Soviet Union,

despite the risks to her country's autonomy, became a pivotal moment

in the Bangladesh Liberation War. It inspires us to recognize the

importance of seeking support from allies when faced with

overwhelming challenges. Just as Gandhi navigated the complexities

of geopolitical tensions, we too must learn to assess our own situations

and build relationships that can empower us in our personal and

professional endeavors. Strong connections can provide the necessary

support and resources, guiding us through turbulent times and helping

us find new paths forward.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 15. Kennedy

In Chapter 15, the focus shifts to Ted Kennedy's significant role in bringing

 global attention to the humanitarian crisis in East Pakistan during its

turbulent struggle for independence from West Pakistan, which would

ultimately lead to the creation of Bangladesh in 1971. The chapter highlights

how Kennedy emerged as a hero to the Bengali people as he vehemently

condemned the repression exercised by the Pakistani military and their

regime under President Yahya Khan.

Kennedy’s advocacy became particularly prominent after he delivered

stirring speeches that criticized the Nixon administration for its complicity in

Pakistan's violence. He argued that the refugee crisis stemming from

Pakistan's military actions had produced more displaced persons in less than

200 days than the entirety of the Vietnam War. His outspoken nature and

dedication to uncovering the truth led to him obtaining secret diplomatic

communications from the Dacca consulate, which he used to amplify his

calls for a cessation of American military aid to Pakistan.

Determined to witness the atrocities firsthand, Kennedy traveled to India on

August 10. Although he intended to visit East Pakistan, Pakistani authorities

denied his visa, a decision that Kissinger noted with a sense of resignation,

viewing it as a strategic opportunity for Kennedy's Democratic opposition.

In stark contrast to Kissinger’s earlier visit, Kennedy's tour was filled with
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intense engagements, immersing himself in the realities faced by the

hundreds of thousands of refugees who had fled the violence.

During his four-day visit to the refugee camps along the Indian border,

Kennedy saw firsthand the egregious conditions: malnourished children,

lack of sanitation, and overcrowding. His interactions were mostly with

relief workers and the victims of the conflict rather than political figures,

which shaped his understanding of the dire humanitarian crisis. Notably,

American expert Nevin Scrimshaw accompanied him and cataloged the

harrowing sights of starvation and illness plaguing the

camps—overwhelming experiences that deeply affected Kennedy, leading

him to be visibly shaken.

Kennedy’s meeting with Indira Gandhi provided further insight as she

expressed the dire state of conditions and the pressure on her government to

aid the refugees while grappling with its own impoverished populace.

Despite the gloomy atmosphere surrounding the refugee situation, Kennedy

received a warm reception from the Indian public, reflecting his family’s

cherished legacy in the country and his advocacy for humanitarian

principles.

Upon returning to Washington, Kennedy delivered a passionate critique of

the Nixon administration's policies at the National Press Club, calling out

U.S. complicity in the suffering of East Bengalis caused by military support
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extended to Pakistan. He presented stark accounts of the humanitarian crisis

he witnessed, from malnourished children to the brutal treatment of

civilians. His charged rhetoric highlighted the contradiction of American

support for democracy abroad while enabling oppressive regimes.

Kennedy's relentless advocacy concerned the Nixon administration,

prompting them to reconsider their stance on aid to Pakistan. As he

continued to challenge their policies, Kennedy uncovered discrepancies

regarding ongoing arms shipments to Pakistan, further demonstrating his

commitment to the cause and amplifying his calls for immediate

humanitarian assistance and a reevaluation of U.S. foreign policy in South

Asia.

This chapter illustrates not only Kennedy’s transformation into a tireless

advocate for humanitarian causes but also the complex geopolitical

landscape of the time, where personal conviction and political maneuvering

intertwined amid a crisis that attracted international scrutiny. Through

Kennedy's experiences and responses, the narrative underscores the moral

dilemmas faced by the U.S. at the time, painting a troubling picture of its

interventionist strategies as they related to sustaining authoritarian regimes

in the name of broader geopolitical interests.
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Chapter 16: 16. “We Really Slobbered over the Old
Witch”

In Chapter 16, "We Really Slobbered over the Old Witch," the narrative

 explores the dreadful humanitarian crisis in East Pakistan and examines

U.S. foreign policy dynamics during this turbulent period. 

The chapter opens with harrowing realities reported by the CIA, highlighting

the brutal suppression of the Bengali population, especially the targeting of

Hindus by the Pakistani military. From September onwards, the CIA

estimated that over 200,000 people had been killed and millions displaced in

what was becoming one of the largest refugee crises in modern history,

primarily affecting the Hindu minority. As reports of widespread atrocities,

including sexual violence, emerged, figures like Archer Blood from the U.S.

consulate in Dacca observed the increasing desperation of fleeing

Hindus—and the subsequent exodus into India.

Simultaneously, the chapter delves into the geopolitical maneuvers of U.S.

leaders Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger. Motivated by a desire to

solidify ties with China, they perceived support for Pakistan as a strategic

asset. Nixon's anxieties surrounding his upcoming visit to China led both he

and Kissinger to prioritize the alliance with Pakistan, viewing any U.S.

advocacy for East Pakistan as a potential threat to their engagement with

China, particularly regarding the sensitive issues of Taiwan and Tibet. This
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led to a stark contrast in diplomatic attitudes toward India and Pakistan,

compounding existing animosities. 

As tensions rose, Kissinger’s diplomatic outreach to China reinforced the

idea of using Chinese influence to deter India from further military action

against Pakistan. They exploited the prospect of a two-front war for India,

especially recalling their previous aid to India during the 1962 Sino-Indian

conflict, now planning to turn those historical ties into leverage against India

through China.

With hostilities anticipated—given the confidence of U.S. military

assessments predicting India’s victory—Nixon and Kissinger sought to

apply pressure on both Pakistan and India. Kissinger’s War Room

strategized on how they could potentially manage an inevitable

confrontation while assuaging domestic and congressional discontent over

Pakistan's human rights violations.

As Indira Gandhi prepared for her visit to Washington, she sought Soviet

backing while enduring rising internal pressures from the massive influx of

refugees. Her discussions in Moscow, however, yielded limited guarantees

for military action. Concurrently, she traveled across Europe, unsuccessfully

appealing for support against Pakistan, arguing passionately against the

genocide occurring in East Pakistan.
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Those conversations culminated in a fraught meeting in Washington between

Nixon and Gandhi, underscoring their mutual distrust and contrasting

priorities. Gandhi's calls for international recognition of Bengali autonomy

clashed with Nixon's insistence on moderation and his strategy aimed at

preserving Pakistan's territorial integrity. The atmosphere grew tense as

neither was willing to yield ground, with Nixon expressing a chilling

warning regarding the unforeseen consequences of war—hinting at potential

Chinese involvement.

The summit ended without resolution, with both leaders returning to their

corners: Gandhi's visit did little to soften U.S. policy, which remained biased

towards Pakistan. Nixon and Kissinger left the encounter frustrated, acutely

aware that their diplomatic handling had failed to avert an impending crisis,

while Gandhi recognized the futility of her efforts to gain U.S. support,

which only deepened the existing animosity between their respective

nations. 

In conclusion, Chapter 16 weaves a complex tapestry of humanitarian

suffering, geopolitical strategy, and the personal rivalries that defined a

critical moment in South Asian history. It exemplifies the broader

implications of Cold War dynamics on regional conflicts, while also

highlighting the inadequacies in addressing the fundamental human rights

crises that played out against a backdrop of realpolitik.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17. The Guns of November

### Chapter 17 Summary: The Guns of November

As tensions escalated in South Asia, Henry Kissinger conveyed his profound

concern to President Richard Nixon about the precarious situation in

Pakistan, leading Nixon to point fingers at India for complicating matters.

Following a fruitless summit in Washington, the Nixon administration

braced itself for the likelihood of war.

Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, frustrated with the political stalemate

regarding East Pakistan, shifted towards a military solution. India intensified

its border skirmishes with Pakistan, often emboldened by its support for the

Bengali insurgents, the Mukti Bahini. These clashes sometimes crossed the

line, with Indian troops entering Pakistani territory to confront Pakistani

forces. Conflict reports were being documented by journalists, notably

Sydney Schanberg of the New York Times, which contradicted India’s

official stance of maintaining strict border protocols. This prompted

backlash from Indian officials who sought to control the narrative.

Meanwhile, Kissinger was tasked with reassuring China of U.S. support for

Pakistan, but concerns arose about the substance of Chinese backing, as

indications outlined that Pakistan's diplomatic overtures to China were met
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with a lukewarm reception.

The political climate in India, particularly as Parliament reconvened, became

increasingly bellicose, which empowered Gandhi to rally support for the

Mukti Bahini's claims for independence—a dire reflection of the internal

strife in East Pakistan. Despite Nixon’s appeal for peaceful resolutions, it

was clear that military options were taking precedence.

The situation escalated further, with India's military operations deepening in

East Pakistan. An intense air battle erupted on November 21-22, 1971, the

first of its kind during this crisis, as both nations accused each other of

provoking the conflict. The Indian military began to orchestrate what would

later be described as a premeditated offensive, aiming not merely to defend,

but to liberate Bengali nationals from the Pakistani military.

While Kissinger initially reacted to reports of Indian aggression with alarm,

Nixon remained skeptical, pondering whether this moment truly represented

the commencement of war. However, as it became evident that Indian forces

were actively engaging in cross-border operations, Kissinger's perspective

solidified that the situation was far more serious than a mere

skirmish—highlighting India's apparent long-term strategy for regional

dominance.

In an unexpected diplomatic twist, Kissinger's secret meeting with Chinese
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diplomats the day after the India-Pakistan clash illustrated U.S. efforts to

position itself in support of Pakistan. Even as the Indian military confidently

advanced, both Kissinger and Nixon recognized the potential for Pakistan’s

disintegration, but Nixon maintained his support for Yahya Khan, Pakistan's

leader, despite acknowledging his impending defeat.

Reports from the ground painted a stark picture; Schanberg’s investigation

revealed a substantial Indian troop presence within East Pakistani territory,

contrary to official denials. Gandhi, under public pressure, grudgingly

admitted to the military incursions but maintained the stance of self-defense.

As diplomatic tensions surged, Nixon instructed Kissinger to implement

stringent military aid cuts to India, marking a significant shift in U.S. foreign

policy in the region. India’s perception of this support would inevitably

color its actions as it sought to reclaim control of East Pakistan amidst rising

humanitarian and refugee crises.

Overall, the chapter captures the complexities of international relations

during a time of impending war, revealing the high-stakes maneuvers of

political leaders caught in the web of military aggression and diplomacy.

The entangled loyalties and decisions taken on both sides highlighted the

harrowing realities faced by millions caught in the crossfire of national

ambitions and geopolitical strategies.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 18. The Fourteen-Day War

### Chapter 18 Summary: The Fourteen-Day War

Overview of Major General Jacob  

Major General Jacob-Farj-Rafael Jacob, a seasoned military leader in the

Indian Army’s Eastern Command, prepared for conflict in the lead-up to the

war between India and Pakistan over East Pakistan, which would become

Bangladesh. His background as a Sephardic Jew from West Bengal who had

fought against the Nazis in WWII shaped his tenacity and resolve. Alongside

General Sam Manekshaw, he recognized a significant military advantage:

India had 1.1 million soldiers compared to Pakistan's 300,000, bolstered by

local support in East Pakistan.

Strategic Planning and Initiation of War  

Jacob's bold war strategy focused on capturing Dacca, the capital of East

Pakistan, which he deemed essential for victory. Conversely, Pakistan

initiated the conflict unexpectedly on December 3, 1971, launching surprise

air assaults on Indian airfields just before India’s planned attack. This

preemptive strike by Pakistan allowed India to assume the moral high

ground.
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Indira Gandhi’s Response  

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi remained composed, preparing a

counter-offensive and invoking the principles of liberty and human rights in

justification of the war’s necessity against Pakistan's aggression. She

subsequently rallied public support, framing the conflict as a fight for

liberation.

Internal U.S. Reactions  

In Washington, President Nixon and Henry Kissinger reacted with outrage,

believing India’s leadership to be the aggressors. Kissinger, in particular,

perceived the conflict as a Cold War struggle against the Soviet Union, with

India seen as a pawn in their global strategy. Nixon’s ire was directed at

Gandhi, framing her actions in a light detrimental to U.S. interests.

War Dynamics: Two Fronts  

As the war unfolded, India conducted swift operations in East Pakistan

aiming for a rapid capture of Dacca. The Indian military was met with

intense resistance but relied on the support of the Mukti Bahini rebels, local

knowledge of the terrain, and superior air power to dominate the battlefield. 
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Contrastingly, on the Western Front, India faced a more cautious and

defensive posture, battling against entrenched Pakistani forces in Kashmir.

Here, both sides experienced high casualties, and conflict resulted in brutal

hand-to-hand combat, signaling the grim realities of war.

The United Nations and Global Reactions  

As the conflict drew international scrutiny, Nixon and Kissinger sought to

leverage the United Nations as a tool against India’s actions. They

maneuvered to frame the war as an Indian invasion, hoping to isolate India

diplomatically and support Pakistan. Despite facing harsh criticism for their

strategies, they managed to garner support from various countries for a

cease-fire and withdrawal resolution, underscoring the complex geopolitical

landscape.

Domestic U.S. Political Maneuvering  

Back in the U.S., Nixon and Kissinger’s animosity toward India influenced

public sentiment. They launched a campaign to undermine Indian credibility,

capitalizing on the American public's war-weariness and skepticism towards

foreign conflicts. Their narrative positioned India as the aggressor while

deflecting attention from Pakistan's initial provocations.

Conclusion  
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This chapter details the intricate interplay of military strategy, personal

histories, and global politics during the Fourteen-Day War, showcasing how

long-standing animosities and geopolitical maneuvering shaped the conflict

between India and Pakistan, ultimately leading to the birth of Bangladesh.

The war’s outcomes would not only redefine the boundaries within the

subcontinent but also illustrate the complexities of international diplomacy

during a fraught period in history.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19. “I Consider This Our
Rhineland”

Chapter 19 Summary: "I Consider This Our Rhineland"

On December 7, 1971, the situation in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) was

dire for the Pakistani forces, led by Lieutenant General A. A. K. Niazi.

Despite the initial confidence, the Pakistani military was suffering severe

losses against Indian and Bengali forces. High-level discussions among U.S.

officials, including President Richard Nixon and National Security Advisor

Henry Kissinger, revealed concerns that India's ambitions extended beyond

liberating Bangladesh; there were fears that India might exploit its victory to

launch a broader attack on West Pakistan. 

This chapter discloses strategic intelligence assessments, including insights

from a CIA mole close to Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. The mole

indicated that Gandhi was considering total destruction of Pakistan as a war

aim, aiming to prevent future threats. Although this portrayal of Indian

intentions was alarming for Nixon and Kissinger, some analysts questioned

its accuracy, suggesting India was primarily defensive and not prepared for a

full offensive in the west. 

Against this backdrop, Kissinger proposed several aggressive U.S. moves to
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intimidate India, including the covert transfer of warplanes from Iran and

Jordan to Pakistan, and the deployment of a U.S. aircraft carrier group to the

Bay of Bengal. This risky strategy aimed to compel India to halt its advance

while maintaining U.S. credibility in South Asia. However, these plans

raised significant concerns regarding potential military escalation between

superpowers, particularly with the Soviet Union backing India.

Kissinger argued for an unwavering U.S. stance, warning of geopolitical dire

consequences if Pakistan fell entirely into India's sphere of influence. He

dramatically likened the situation to Germany's remilitarization of the

Rhineland, suggesting that if unchecked, it could signal a shift in global

power dynamics. Faced with the prospect of a full-blown international

conflict, Nixon ultimately agreed to Kissinger's proposals, willing to risk

relations with the Soviet Union and assert U.S. support for Pakistan.

As tensions escalated, Nixon and Kissinger resorted to increasingly hidden

maneuvers to provide aid to Pakistan while maintaining plausible deniability

about violating U.S. laws concerning arms transfers. The chapter illustrates

their dramatic decision-making in the face of a humanitarian crisis, wherein

both leaders were motivated by a complex blend of Cold War aspirations,

national prestige concerns, and the pursuit of American strategic interests.

Ultimately, as military pressures mounted, Indian forces captured Dacca on

December 16, marking the end of a devastating conflict while challenging
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U.S. foreign policy effectiveness. Indian Prime Minister Gandhi was forced

to navigate superpower scrutiny amid her government’s declared intentions

to refrain from West Pakistani territorial ambitions. The dichotomy within

U.S. perspectives—Kissinger's eagerness to support Pakistan versus Nixon's

anxiety over India's rising power—highlights the strategic complexity during

this pivotal moment in South Asian and global history.
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