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About the book

�I�n� �"�T�h�e� �B�r�i�d�g�e� �o�n� �t�h�e� �D�r�i�n�a�,�"� �N�o�b�e�l� �l�a�u�r�e�a�t�e� �I�v�o� �A�n�d�r�i��� �u�n�v�e�i�l�s� �t�h�e

profound tapestry of history, culture, and human experience interwoven with

the majestic, yet somber, bridge spanning the Drina River in Bosnia. This

evocative novel captures the lives of the diverse community that flourished

around the bridge over centuries, from the Ottoman Empire's zenith to the

tumult of World War I. As the bridge becomes a silent witness to the joys,

�s�o�r�r�o�w�s�,� �a�n�d� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�t�e� �r�e�l�a�t�i�o�n�s�h�i�p�s� �o�f� �i�t�s� �i�n�h�a�b�i�t�a�n�t�s�,� �A�n�d�r�i��� �m�a�s�t�e�r�f�u�l�l�y

explores themes of identity, conflict, and the passage of time, illuminating

how a single structure can embody the heart of a nation and the soul of its

people. Readers are invited on a journey that blends the personal with the

historical, drawing them into a world where the ripples of the past still

resonate in the present.
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About the author

�I�v�o� �A�n�d�r�i��� �w�a�s� �a� �r�e�n�o�w�n�e�d� �Y�u�g�o�s�l�a�v� �n�o�v�e�l�i�s�t�,� �p�o�e�t�,� �a�n�d� �p�l�a�y�w�r�i�g�h�t� �w�h�o

was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1961 for his literary

achievements, particularly for his powerful depiction of life and history in

�t�h�e� �B�a�l�k�a�n�s�.� �B�o�r�n� �i�n� �1�8�9�2� �i�n� �w�h�a�t� �i�s� �n�o�w� �B�o�s�n�i�a� �a�n�d� �H�e�r�z�e�g�o�v�i�n�a�,� �A�n�d�r�i���'�s

early experiences in a multicultural society profoundly influenced his

writing, often reflecting themes of identity, conflict, and the passage of time.

His most celebrated work, "The Bridge on the Drina," masterfully weaves

together the histories of the region through the metaphor of the Mehmed

�P�a�š�a� �S�o�k�o�l�o�v�i��� �B�r�i�d�g�e�,� �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �i�n�t�e�r�p�l�a�y� �o�f� �d�i�f�f�e�r�e�n�t� �c�u�l�t�u�r�e�s� �a�n�d� �t�h�e

�i�m�p�a�c�t� �o�f� �p�o�l�i�t�i�c�a�l� �u�p�h�e�a�v�a�l� �o�n� �e�v�e�r�y�d�a�y� �l�i�v�e�s�.� �A�n�d�r�i���'�s� �r�i�c�h� �p�r�o�s�e� �a�n�d� �k�e�e�n

psychological insights continue to resonate with readers, as he captures the

essence of a complex, tumultuous world.
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Chapter 1 Summary: I

In the heart of the Balkan Peninsula, the Drina River winds its way through

 imposing mountains, occasionally broadening into fertile valleys, notably at

Višegrad. This town is distinguished by a magnificent stone bridge with

eleven sweeping arches that serves as the vital connection between Bosnia

and Serbia, and, by extension, the rest of the Ottoman Empire. The Drina, in

its swift and vibrant flow, emerges from a narrow ravine created by the

Butkovo Rocks and Uzavnik Mountains, before expanding into a rolling

amphitheater of farmland, hamlets, and orchards, surrounded by steep hills.

At the center of Višegrad, the bridge functions as the nexus of the town,

facilitating commerce and communication. Both the town and the

surrounding villages grew in response to the bridge’s importance, with the

distinct and beautifully constructed structure becoming more than just a

means of transit; it has become the very essence of the community itself.

Interestingly, across from the Drina, the Rzav River flows beneath a simple

wooden bridge, but this does not capture the imaginations of locals like the

grandeur of the Drina Bridge.

Constructed around 1577 under the auspices of Grand Vezir Mehmed Pasha,

a native of the region, the bridge carries with it architectural significance and

cultural folklore. The bridge's construction was steeped in legend—children

of the town entertained the myth that the bridge was built at the cost of twin
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infants’ lives, who were entombed in its central pier to ensure its strength

and endurance. Tales of the ominous "black Arab" who ostensibly inhabits

the pier act as both an invitation to adventurous imaginations and a warning

against the darker aspects of folklore.

As children play beneath the bridge, they imbue their games with stories that

blend history, religion, and cultural identity, often expressing deep

attachments to the figures and myths of their ancestors. For Serbian children,

the hoofprints in the riverbank signify heroic legends, while for Muslim

children, these belong to other legendary figures entirely, showcasing the

powerful undercurrents of cultural narratives that shape communal identity.

As time goes on and the children mature, the bridge transforms from a

playground into a place of meeting and intrigue—exchanging glances,

bartering goods in the market, or simply gathering socially on the "kapia,"

the terrace in the center of the bridge. This space becomes central to their

lives, reflecting the rhythms of human experience—love, loss, joy, and

sorrow—while firmly establishing the bridge as not just a physical structure

but a symbol of the town’s pulse.

The kapia serves as a stage for life’s important events: weddings, funerals,

disagreements, and reconciliations. It connects families, fosters community

ties, and becomes a living representation of the town’s history and the

evolving relationships among its citizens. The customs and activities
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associated with this site reveal the character of the Višegrad people, known

for their easygoing nature and penchant for enjoyment. Yet, the vibrancy of

community life here is tinged with stories of conflict, ambition, and the

historic struggles that condition their spirit.

While the seasons change, transcending time and worldly concerns, the

narrative surrounding the bridge—the spirit of connection, heritage, and

identity—remains constant. The architectural wonder unites not just the land

but the people who traverse it, crafting a communal legacy that intertwines

with the very fabric of their existence. Ultimately, the bridge stands as a

testament not only to physical connectivity but also to the enduring human

experiences shared by generations, encapsulating the life and soul of

Višegrad in a rich tapestry of history and folklore.
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Chapter 2 Summary: II

In the early 16th century, before the majestic bridge was conceived, the

 region surrounding the turbulent Drina River faced a long history of desire

and challenge for its travelers. People dreamed of a way to easily cross this

wide river, which stood as a formidable barrier, confounding hopes of safe

and quick passage. For centuries, those venturing through the area, from

bold soldiers to weary traders, expressed a wish for a bridge, reflective of

humanity's unending quest for connection and progress amidst nature’s

obstacles.

The dream of bridging the Drina sparked one fateful morning in 1516

through the imagination of a ten-year-old boy from the nearby village of

�S�o�k�o�l�o�v�i���i�.� �O�n� �h�i�s� �w�a�y� �t�o� �t�h�e� �d�i�s�t�a�n�t� �a�n�d� �e�n�c�h�a�n�t�i�n�g� �y�e�t� �i�n�t�i�m�i�d�a�t�i�n�g� �c�i�t�y� �o�f

Stambul, he crossed the banks of the Drina, known for its challenging rapids.

At that time, Višegrad was a small hamlet under the shadow of the Old

Fortress, remnants of the once-thriving Bosnian kingdom, with settlements

founded by Christians and recently Turkish inhabitants mingling in the area.

This time was marked by the economically significant but ethically troubling

custom of demanding Christian boys for conscription into the Ottoman

Empire’s military ranks—a practice known as the blood tribute. On a fateful

November day, a convoy led by the aga of the janissaries passed through,

filled with innocent children, carried in pairs on small horses. They were
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taken from their homes under dire circumstances, with desperate families

trailing behind, filled with sorrow and fear for their loved ones being

forcibly taken to the Sultan's court. Among these children was the young

�b�o�y� �f�r�o�m� �S�o�k�o�l�o�v�i���i�,� �w�h�o� �s�a�t� �q�u�i�e�t�l�y� �i�n� �h�i�s� �p�a�n�n�i�e�r�,� �a�b�s�e�n�t�-�m�i�n�d�e�d�l�y

whittling with a small knife, his heart heavy with an innate sense of loss.

As the procession eventually made its way toward Dubrina, the cries of the

distraught parents echoed in the hills, marking a painful farewell that would

sever families and cultures. The deeper struggles of the children and their

helpless families unfolded against the backdrop of a landscape that would

soon witness monumental changes.

The boy who suffered this abduction would eventually transform into

Mehmed Pasha Sokolli, a pivotal figure in the Ottoman Empire. Rising to

unprecedented heights as a respected officer, admiral, and statesman, he

would preside over vast territories and engage in numerous victories across

continents. Yet, despite his monumental achievements and powerful

position, the echoes of his childhood discomfort persisted. The memory of

the turbulent Drina and its ferry, which posed significant barriers to his

earlier life, lingered with him, a reminder of his lost connection to his past.

Over time, as he grappled with his identity and ambitions, Sokolli's

childhood pain would inspire a radical idea: to build a bridge over the Drina,

linking his roots in Bosnia with the vast territories governed by the Ottoman
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Empire. This idea crystallized into action when, under the Vezir's guidance,

the construction of a grand bridge commenced in 1571, funded by Sokolli

himself. This monumental project, taking five years to complete, would

mark a significant shift in the region and became a source of pride and

legend among the townspeople, who, previously indifferent to the labor

involved, rallied around the completed structure with pride and rich

storytelling.

Thus, the bridge emerged not only as a physical passage over the waters but

also as a symbol of resilience, connection, and the rich tapestry of life

experiences that defined its origins. The legacy of the bridge and the stories

surrounding its creation would endure, interwoven within the fabric of

community memory, forever reshaping the landscape and the lives of those

who would cross it.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of dreams to inspire change

Critical Interpretation: In the wistful longing of the young boy from

�S�o�k�o�l�o�v�i���i�,� �w�h�o� �e�n�v�i�s�i�o�n�e�d� �a� �b�r�i�d�g�e� �t�o� �c�r�o�s�s� �t�h�e� �t�u�m�u�l�t�u�o�u�s� �D�r�i�n�a

River, we find the profound truth that dreams can catalyze

monumental change. This moment underscores the idea that our

aspirations and innermost desires, no matter how distant or impossible

they may seem, have the potential to shape our destiny and transform

our environments. Embracing our dreams, like the boy who lived

through fear and loss, empowers us to confront obstacles and turn our

visions into reality, encouraging us to build connections and foster

progress in our own lives.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 3 Summary: III

### Summary of Chapters III

In the spring of a fateful year, a decision by the Vezir leads to the

construction of a monumental bridge over the Drina River, instigating

turmoil in the surrounding small town and villages. At the helm of this

project is Abidaga, a formidable figure with a reputation for cruelty.

Accompanied by the mason Tosun Effendi, Abidaga arrives with a

substantial workforce and instills immediate fear among the local Turkish

notables and the Christian rayah, or serfs. During a tense meeting, Abidaga

reveals that he is well aware of his fearsome reputation and promises strict

adherence to the Vezir’s grand vision, insisting on hard work and obedience.

As the construction begins, the locals initially marvel at the undertaking.

However, the harsh realities of forced labor soon set in, with heavy demands

placed upon the townspeople and their resources. Timber is felled, and

earthworks begin, with Abidaga’s relentless oversight leading to brutal

enforcement of labor — even to the point of public beatings. The harsh

winter halts progress temporarily, but not without leaving the townsfolk in

constant dread over potential future reprisals.

The next spring brings an influx of stone masons and laborers from beyond
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the town, escalating the chaos. Local workers grapple with disarray and high

demand for materials, while shortages and elevated prices plague the

economy and social order. The once-quiet town becomes a scene of

disorderly construction—complete with dust, noise, and theft. Amid the

misery, the Muslims and converted Christians feel increasingly dismayed,

regretting the monument they once anticipated.

For the Christian rayah, a darker reality unfolds as forced conscriptions

extend from the town to the surrounding areas. Young men flee into the

woods to avoid labor, only for guards to seize their families as hostages. The

population increasingly views the bridge project with resentment, believing

it serves only the Turks and their desires, causing them to contemplate

sabotage.

Stories abound about supernatural forces thwarting the bridge’s construction,

fueled by mysterious damages to the work and rumors of a vila—a fairy

spirit—interfering. During this turmoil, a solitary Montenegrin musician

with a gusle—a traditional string instrument—finely captures the spirit of

rebellion among the overworked peasants as they gather to listen to him

play.

Among the oppressed, Radisav, a cunning villager, begins to incite

discontent, promising dire consequences should the bridge be completed. He

convinces a few to sabotage the construction at night, framing the idea that a
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vila might be responsible for the damages on nights of the lunar glow.

Misfortune morphed into myth flourishes as rumors of missing children

circulate, feeding into the town’s collective superstition and fear.

As summer approaches, damaged scaffolding becomes apparent, and

tensions boil over. After a failed attempt to undermine the bridge, Radisav

and a comrade are caught; Radisav endures inhumane treatment but remains

defiant, attributing his actions to fate and divine intervention. Abidaga,

seething with wrath, declares a public execution for Radisav, threatening

harsh punishment for any who dissent in the future.

What follows is a brutal display of power as Radisav is impaled alive, an

event both gruesome and intended to instill fear. The townsfolk gather,

witnessing this grotesque spectacle, which fractures their morale but

simultaneously ignites internalized rage and rumor that may pave the way

for future resistance. Among the guards, the man from Plevlje becomes

increasingly unnerved by his precarious position under Abidaga’s tyrannical

gaze and the terror of his tenuous control over the situation.

The horror of the execution elicits not only dread but also a strange reaction

within the observer; the story leaves an echo of rebellion simmering beneath

the surface, as political and social tensions burgeon further with each

passing day. 
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In the end, the brutal display of control over Radisav only intensifies the

atmosphere of fear and unrest, encapsulating the struggle of individual wills

against overwhelming power, hinting at the possibility of a broader uprising

in the face of oppression.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 4: IV

In this section of the novel, a chilling execution affects the entire town,

 instilling a profound sense of fear and dread. Following the gruesome

punishment of a man named Radisav, the townsfolk become fixated on his

fate, whispering among themselves and avoiding discussions of the event.

The oppressive atmosphere stifles normalcy, as they attempt to distance

themselves from the horrific sight of Radisav enduring suffering on the

scaffold. Abidaga, the authoritarian overseer, monitors the situation closely,

even paying for confirmations of the condemned man’s lingering life hours

after his sentence, further intensifying the peasant's dread.

On a bright November morning, the townspeople awaken to find Radisav

still alive, and his anticipated demise feeds their collective dread as well as a

begrudging sense of pity. Once he finally dies, there is a noticeable shift

among the workers; many view him as a martyr, granting them a momentary

relief and a sense of invisible victory over their oppressors. He transforms

into a symbol of resistance against the oppressive Turkish regime, and

murmurs of reverence circulate among the townsfolk.

As fear begins to change into courage, a clandestine plan emerges among the

workers to retrieve his body and give it a proper burial. They collectively

bribe Merdjan, the executioner, to facilitate the recovery of Radisav's corpse,

which had been ordered to be thrown to dogs. The plan unfolds under the
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cover of night, with the peasants successfully burying Radisav in a hidden

location, further solidifying his status as a martyr in their eyes.

This spirit of rebellion grows throughout the village, prompting subtle

defiance against their Turkish overseers. Meanwhile, as winter arrives with

harsh conditions, construction work on a bridge commences in earnest,

overseen by Abidaga, who hopes to quell unrest among the populace

through the display of power and infrastructure. The project, however, is

marred by difficulties recognizing the relentless struggles of forced laborers

and the growing disdain of both Christians and some Muslims towards the

project, as they grapple with the exploitations of their overseers.

Years pass, and under a new leader named Arif Beg, working conditions

improve significantly. The oppressive labor ceases and workers receive

payment for their efforts, leading to a rejuvenation of the community's

spirits. Arif Beg's efficient management culminates in the completion of

both the bridge and a caravanserai—a significant architectural feat that alters

the landscape and functioning of the town.

With the completion of the bridge, a grand celebration ensues, showcasing

the transition of the project from a symbol of oppression into a unifying

marvel for the inhabitants. As children laugh and workers celebrate, the

significance of the bridge shifts from a harbinger of repression to a testament

to their resilience and tenacity.
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However, amidst the celebrations, Mehmed Pasha, the instigator of the

bridge's construction, unexpectedly meets his death at the hands of an

assassin. His demise marks a sudden end to his legacy, a stark reminder of

the impermanence of power. The completed bridge and caravanserai forge

ahead, enhancing trade and revitalizing the town, as life continues to reshape

itself around the structures meant to symbolize authority, forever haunted by

the memory of Radisav and other sacrifices.

Ultimately, the bridge becomes a timeless fixture of the town's landscape,

serving as an indelible part of its identity, outlasting generations and holding

a dual significance as a monument of hardship and as a conduit for progress.

The narrative, thus, captures the deeply interwoven lives of its characters,

highlighting the enduring human spirit in the face of oppression and

evolving societal dynamics.
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Chapter 5 Summary: V

In the first century after the construction of the Stone Han and the nearby

 bridge in Višegrad, these structures remained largely unchanged, bearing

witness to the passage of time and human endeavors. However, as the

seventeenth century came to an end, significant shifts loomed on the

horizon. The Turkish forces were preparing to withdraw from Hungary after

a century of occupation, resulting in various upheavals that would indirectly

affect the vital community of Višegrad.

The retreat of the Turkish armies left behind a complex legacy, particularly

concerning the revenues that supported the caravanserai, or han, a vital inn

for travelers. Over the years, the townspeople had taken the han’s

maintenance for granted, never questioning the source of its funds, nor

acknowledging the Vezir, who had died a century earlier, whose legacy was

still felt in the community. As the Turkish hold on Hungary waned, the

financial lifeline for the han began to dwindle, leading to a gradual decline

�a�s� �t�h�e� �m�u�t�e�v�e�l�i�a�,� �D�a�u�t�h�o�d�j�a� �M�u�t�a�v�e�l�i���—�a� �w�i�s�e� �a�n�d� �t�e�n�a�c�i�o�u�s� �m�a�n�—�s�o�u�g�h�t

to preserve this beloved structure. He spent his own savings, borrowed

money, and even worked with his hands to maintain it, believing that one’s

legacy is tied not just to life but to the survival of one’s life’s work.

Tragically, he died on the roof while attempting repairs, sealing the fate of

the han as it fell into disrepair without his stewardship.
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As time went on, the physical decay of the han grew evident. Travelers

began to favor inns where they could pay for accommodations rather than

staying in the dilapidated caravanserai. Despite its exterior beauty remaining

intact, the han became neglected and overrun with weeds and dirt, as no one

invested the care it required. In stark contrast, the bridge across the Drina

River, enduring the elements for centuries, remained steadfast and

functional, symbolizing strength and resilience amidst the chaos around it.

The town itself became accustomed to the seasonal threats posed by floods,

particularly the great floods remembered by its inhabitants, which were

marked by communal struggles and acts of heroism. Communities would

come together during such calamities, regardless of their faith, to assist those

in need. Memories of the floods intertwined with their lives, creating a

shared history that intensified their bonds. 

In a significant flood that occurred in the late eighteenth century, deep worry

gripped the townsfolk as torrential rains threatened the stability of their

�h�o�m�e�s�.� �A�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�o�s�,� �S�u�l�j�a�g�a� �O�s�m�a�n�a�g�i���’�s� �p�r�i�z�e�d� �h�o�r�s�e� �s�e�n�s�e�d� �t�h�e

danger and alerted its owner, providing a spark for the town’s collective

struggle against the oncoming waters that would ravage their streets. As men

and women worked tirelessly to save their properties and reach higher

ground, the division of faiths softened, uniting the community in their

mutual vulnerability.
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The night was fraught with tension as leaders gathered to coordinate efforts

to aid their neighbors, blurring the lines of cultural and religious separation.

Amidst their tireless efforts, a young merchant, Kosta Baranac, entered,

shaken and mourning his impending loss. His story echoed loudly in the

hearts of those present, showcasing the dire consequences of the flood and

the fragility of individual fortunes.

The flood ultimately came, drowning the town and leaving devastation in its

wake. But even as destruction loomed, the bridge stood firm, a physical

manifestation of endurance that echoed the resilience required to weather

life's trials. After the waters receded, the townspeople confronted the

remnants of their lives, recognizing that while anything could break, the

bridge remained—a symbol of hope and continuity.

As the winter approached, the town faced hardship, and in the shadows of

loss and debt, some, like Kosta Baranac, could not bear their grief. Yet, as

time moved on, the flood stories became part of the fabric of the town’s

identity, and generations learned to sing and celebrate life on the bridge,

embracing an enduring philosophy: life persists and transforms, much like

the bridge on the Drina. Memory became a collective resilience, fueling a

spirit of hope against the backdrop of inevitable change.

Key Points Description
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Key Points Description

Historical
Context

The Stone Han and bridge in Višegrad remain unchanged for a century
but face challenges as Turkish forces withdraw from Hungary.

Han's
Decline

The finances supporting the han dwindle post-Turkish occupation;
�D�a�u�t�h�o�d�j�a� �M�u�t�a�v�e�l�i��� �s�t�r�u�g�g�l�e�s� �t�o� �m�a�i�n�t�a�i�n� �i�t� �b�u�t� �u�l�t�i�m�a�t�e�l�y� �d�i�e�s�,� �l�e�a�d�i�n�g
to its decay.

Community
Response to
Floods

Residents of Višegrad unite during seasonal floods, showing acts of
heroism and transcending religious divides for communal aid.

Significant
Flood Event

�S�u�l�j�a�g�a� �O�s�m�a�n�a�g�i���’�s� �h�o�r�s�e� �s�e�n�s�e�s� �d�a�n�g�e�r� �b�e�f�o�r�e� �a� �f�l�o�o�d�;� �c�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�y
members rally together to protect each other’s properties and lives.

Kosta
Baranac's
Story

A young merchant brings a personal tale of loss during the flood,
emphasizing the impact on individual fortunes amidst community
struggles.

Bridge as
Symbol

The bridge withstands the flood, symbolizing endurance and continuity
for the townspeople amidst devastation and loss.

Enduring
Philosophy

Post-flood, the community embraces stories of resilience, celebrating
life and transforming memories into part of their identity and hope for
the future.
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Chapter 6 Summary: VI

The passage reflects a turbulent period in the history of Višegrad, where the

 town's bridge, a vital connection between Bosnia and Serbia, stands witness

to the conflicts arising from revolts and human strife. As Serbia rebels

against the Ottoman Empire, the disturbances reverberate through the nearby

Bosnian regions, particularly affecting the lives of both Turks and Serbs

within the town, who find themselves caught between the escalating

violence and oppression.

Initially, the Serbian insurrection seems distant; however, it soon escalates,

demanding more from the local Bosnian Turks. The Turkish authorities call

for troops and resources to be sent into Serbia, leading to increased tensions

and persecution of Serbs within Bosnia. As insurgents make their way closer

to Višegrad, both communities become acutely aware of the fires of

rebellion burning in the mountains, causing fear and hope in equal measure.

Amid this chaos, a wooden blockhouse is erected on the bridge to serve as a

military stronghold. It disrupts the aesthetics of the bridge and marks the

onset of harsh measures against perceived dissidents. The first tragic

incident occurs when Jelisije, an old religious pilgrim, falls victim to the

suspicions and paranoia of the guards, inadvertently caught in the crossfire

of political tension.
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On the same fateful day, a young Serbian named Mile, who joyfully sings of

the Serbian hero Karageorge while cutting wood in the forest, is captured

and brought to the blockhouse, also accused of insurrection. Both he and

Jelisije, bound together in their innocence and fate, become the first victims

of the blockhouse’s grim purpose: to instill fear among the populace and

quell any hint of rebellion.

As the insurrection spreads, many others are executed, their heads displayed

on stakes to serve as a deterrent. The blockhouse, therefore, becomes a grim

symbol of oppression, forever changing the atmosphere of the bridge. The

town's inhabitants, once filled with life and conversation around the kapia,

are now marked by fear and silence.

Events take a turn when the blockhouse eventually catches fire and burns

down, mirroring the memories of the violence that transpired there. With its

destruction, a semblance of normalcy returns to the bridge and the kapia,

allowing new generations to enjoy the space once again, free from the scars

of the past. Over time, the memories of the victims and the chaos fade,

replaced by simpler pleasures and activities among the townsfolk. Yet,

echoes of the past remain in darker cornerstones of collective memory,

reminding future generations of the cyclical nature of conflict and peace. 

Ultimately, the bridge endures as a beacon of history, embodying the

resilience of a people navigating the relentless tide of power struggles,
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revolutions, and the hope for a better future.
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Chapter 7 Summary: VII

### Summary of Chapter VII

In the mid-nineteenth century, the once tranquil Turkish Empire began to

experience a slow decline, marked by political unrest and social upheaval,

despite appearing serene on the surface. This chapter discusses the changing

dynamics between the Turkish leaders and the rising Serbian national

identity, epitomized by the increasingly defined borders between the

pashaluks of Bosnia and Belgrade. The separation not only impacted trade

and communication but also strained the relationships between Turks and

Serbs, generating unease among local Turkish leaders.

�A� �s�p�e�c�i�f�i�c� �i�n�c�i�d�e�n�t� �e�s�c�a�l�a�t�e�d� �t�h�i�s� �t�e�n�s�i�o�n�:� �t�h�e� �a�r�r�i�v�a�l� �o�f� �J�o�v�a�n� �M�i�
�i���,� �a

serdar (military leader) from Ruyan, who, on behalf of Prince Miloš of

Serbia, came to survey and define the new frontier. His brash demeanor and

intentions alarmed the local Turks, especially as he insulted a delegate from

Istanbul who was present. Over the months, as political directives from the

Sultan took root, the Turkish population found themselves grappling with

the reality of deepening Serbian aspirations for autonomy.

As the years passed, the initial fears began to manifest into reality. The

Turkish community of Višegrad, despite their attempts to dismiss the effect
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�o�f� �M�i�
�i���'�s� �a�c�t�i�o�n�s�,� �s�o�o�n� �f�a�c�e�d� �t�h�e� �h�a�r�s�h� �c�o�n�s�e�q�u�e�n�c�e�s�.� �A� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �m�o�m�e�n�t

occurs when refugees from Uzice stream into the town, displacing families

and highlighting the dire situation faced by individuals with no choice but to

flee their homes. The mixed reactions of the townspeople reflect the shift in

the social fabric, where laughter and camaraderie are abruptly overshadowed

by the somber reality of displacement and loss.

Among these refugees is an unremarkable yet poignant character, a

dust-covered man who casts a shadow over the previously jovial atmosphere

on the kapia—an open terrace by the bridge that served as a social hub for

locals enjoying the summer evenings. His bitter remarks foretell a broader

doom that lingers over the townsfolk, who have grown accustomed to their

peaceful existence. As night falls, the once vibrant chatter fades into a heavy

silence, signaling the shift from carefree days to looming uncertainty.

Despite the challenges of cholera outbreaks that periodically besiege the

town, with authorities imposing strict regulations to control the spread, the

life on the kapia continues. The resilience of the townspeople is evident, as

they try to maintain normalcy amidst recurring crises, seeking comfort in

their routines even as they grapple with deeper existential anxieties.

Ultimately, the chapter underscores the interplay of personal stories against

the backdrop of historical change, illustrating how the bridge, a symbol of

continuity and connection, endures despite the waves of transformation

reshaping their world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The inevitability of change and the importance of

resilience

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on the events of this chapter, you

are reminded that change is an inescapable part of life. Just as the

townspeople of Višegrad confronted shifting political landscapes and

social upheavals, you too may face unforeseen challenges in your

journey. This narrative inspires you to embrace resilience,

encouraging you to adapt and maintain your sense of community even

in the face of adversity. By recognizing that discomfort can

accompany transformation, you learn to find strength in your routines

and relationships, fostering a spirit of perseverance just like the

residents who continued to gather on the kapia, finding solace amidst

their struggles.
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Chapter 8: VIII

In the aftermath of relentless wars, pestilences, and migrations, the town of

 Višegrad experiences exceptional events that leave lasting impressions,

particularly one notable occurrence involving two hamlets: Velje Lug and

Nezuke. As summer draws to a close, townspeople gather on the kapia, a

bridge over the Drina, seeking answers and reflections for their troubled

lives in the frothy waters below, seeking some insight into their uncertain

fates.

Velje Lug, a picturesque hamlet rich in agriculture and populated by the

�p�r�o�u�d� �O�s�m�a�n�a�g�i��� �f�a�m�i�l�y�,� �c�o�n�t�r�a�s�t�s� �s�h�a�r�p�l�y� �w�i�t�h� �N�e�z�u�k�e�,� �h�o�m�e� �t�o� �t�h�e

�H�a�m�z�i��� �f�a�m�i�l�y�,� �k�n�o�w�n� �f�o�r� �t�h�e�i�r� �s�h�r�e�w�d�n�e�s�s� �a�n�d� �c�o�m�m�e�r�c�i�a�l� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�.

�A�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �O�s�m�a�n�a�g�i���,� �A�v�d�a�g�a� �i�s� �a� �r�e�s�p�e�c�t�e�d� �m�e�r�c�h�a�n�t� �w�i�t�h� �a� �r�o�b�u�s�t� �y�e�t

afflicted demeanor due to his struggle with asthma. His only daughter, Fata,

is celebrated for her beauty and intelligence, stirring ambitions among local

suitors but ultimately remaining unattainable, shrouded in a mix of

admiration and envy.

�O�n� �t�h�e� �o�t�h�e�r� �s�i�d�e�,� �t�h�e� �H�a�m�z�i��� �f�a�m�i�l�y�,� �l�e�d� �b�y� �M�u�s�t�a�j�b�e�g�,� �t�h�r�i�v�e�s� �i�n� �t�h�e� �m�o�r�e

secluded, shadowy setting of Nezuke. Mustajbeg’s son, Nail, falls for Fata,

and despite attempts at courtship met with playful rebuffs from her, the

�H�a�m�z�i��� �f�a�m�i�l�y�’�s� �p�e�r�s�i�s�t�e�n�c�e� �p�r�e�v�a�i�l�s�.� �T�h�r�o�u�g�h� �a� �c�o�m�b�i�n�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �m�e�r�c�h�a�n�t

dealings and familial ties, Mustajbeg approaches Avdaga for Fata's hand,
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leading to an unexpected agreement.

Fata, burdened by the weight of her impending marriage, her thoughts filled

with rebellion against fate, prepares her trousseau, yet feels a deep emotional

struggle. As she stitches, she fantasizes about freedom and a different life,

contemplating her bond with her father and the inevitable marriage which

she perceives as a cruel fate. Despite the outward bustle of wedding

preparations and spirited songs sung by her friends, inside, Fata combats

dark thoughts of resignation and the loss of autonomy.

�A�s� �t�h�e� �w�e�d�d�i�n�g� �d�a�t�e� �a�r�r�i�v�e�s�,� �t�h�e� �H�a�m�z�i��� �f�a�m�i�l�y� �l�e�a�d�s� �F�a�t�a� �i�n�t�o� �t�o�w�n� �f�o�r� �t�h�e

ceremony, symbolically crossing the kapia. Just as they reach the bridge’s

edge, Fata, overwhelmed by despair and longing for her freedom, makes a

desperate decision and leaps into the swirling waters of the Drina, tragically

ending her life.

The morbid aftermath of Fata’s drowning sends shockwaves through the

town, with her body eventually discovered, leading to a hushed burial.

Avdaga, heartbroken and consumed by grief, withdraws from the community

and dies shortly thereafter, leaving behind whispers of Fata's beauty and

wisdom turned into legend, erased from the fabric of her intended life.

The event becomes a chilling tale, shifting from immediate tragedy to a

haunting memory, as the townspeople quickly transition from mourning to
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forgetting the incident, with the only remnant being a song — a lament for

the girl who shone brightly and was extinguished too soon, her life a

poignant reminder of desire stifled by destiny.
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Chapter 9 Summary: IX

### Chapter IX Summary

Seventy years after the Karageorge insurrection, Serbia erupted into war

once again, leading to chaos as Turkish and Serbian homes were set ablaze

in regions like Zlijeba and Veletovo. As the conflict spurred uprisings, the

once-calm streets of Višegrad witnessed the grim sight of Serb heads

displayed as warnings, reminiscent of the previous insurrection. Even as

peace returned, it was fraught with looming uncertainties, particularly

concerning Austria's rumored military intervention in Bosnia. Families

prepared to flee once more, caught between the fear of a new Christian rule

and the weight of unresolved historical grievances.

In July 1878, the mufti of Plevlje, a determined leader, sought to incite local

Turkish leaders to resist the imminent Austrian forces. Despite his urgent

calls for armed insurrection, the townspeople's response was tepid; many

were content to remain passive, mired in their conflicts with the past.

�A�l�i�h�o�d�j�a� �M�u�t�e�v�e�l�i���,� �a� �p�r�o�m�i�n�e�n�t� �l�o�c�a�l� �f�i�g�u�r�e� �w�i�t�h� �a� �l�o�n�g�-�s�t�a�n�d�i�n�g� �f�a�m�i�l�i�a�l

legacy as the guardian of Mehmed Pasha's foundation, emerged as a vocal

opponent of the mufti’s rallying cry. Although vehemently opposed to

foreign rule, he rejected the notion of disorganized resistance, believing it

would lead to ruin. His views, however unpopular amongst the fervent
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insurgents, resonated with the common people who sought stability over

chaos.

As opposition grew, the local leaders held discussions that devolved into

disputes, revealing the fracture within the community. Alihodja's sharp

criticisms of the mufti's aggressive posturing contrasted starkly with Osman

Effendi Karamanli, a fervent supporter of insurrection whose volatile

temperament only escalated tensions. Their disagreements illuminated the

resistance's fragmentation, with many local leaders reluctant to commit to a

violent uprising they believed would end in disaster.

As August approached, news of the estimated Austrian advance deepened

the community's panic, prompting remnants of the Turkish military to retreat

without any effective strategy to defend Višegrad. Karamanli's impassioned

calls for sacrifice clashed with Alihodja's pragmatic denouncements of futile

bloodshed. The young, bold Alihodja posited logical and reasoned

arguments against Karamanli's fiery rhetoric, earning the ire of the more

impulsive insurgents.

Karamanli's unyielding fervor culminated in a disastrous escalation as he

threatened to punish Alihodja for his dissent. In the chaotic moments before

the Austrians appeared, tensions crescendoed to the point where Karamanli

ordered the hodja bound and nailed to the kapia as a mockery of

resistance—a cruel act symbolizing their collective despair. Ultimately, the
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Turkish resistance collapsed as the Austrian forces approached Višegrad,

marking an uneventful end to the insurrection.

When the Austrian troops crossed the bridge into the town, their arrival

initiated a painful transition from Turkish to Austrian governance. Amidst

the chaos, Alihodja, now suffering both physically from his ear injury and

psychologically from the proclamation of Austrian authority, reflected on

the dire circumstances. The announcement declared the Austrians

benevolent occupiers, but to Alihodja and many others, it signified the

erasure of their autonomy and a profound collective mourning for a lost

identity and sovereignty. 

As the chapter concludes, Alihodja steps away from the bridge, haunted by

his dual injuries—one physical and the other existential—foreseeing an

irrevocable change that severed ties to both his community and cultural

heritage. The bridge, once a symbol of connection, now represented a

division, reflecting the deep losses inflicted by the arrival of a foreign

power.
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Chapter 10 Summary: X

In the aftermath of the Austrian military's arrival in the town, a heavy silence

 envelops the community. The atmosphere is fraught with tension: shops are

shuttered, fears grip citizens of all backgrounds—Turks are apprehensive

about the Austrians, Christians fear both sides, and Jews feel vulnerable

amid the chaos. The uneasy quiet mirrors the memories of the recent gunfire,

amplifying the pervasive anxiety.

The day following their entry, an Austrian detachment has asserted control

by installing the police chief back into his duties, indicating that the local

leadership must prepare for the arrival of the commanding officer, Colonel,

expected at noon. The police chief quickly gathers four recognized leaders

from the diverse faiths present in the town: Mula Ibrahim, the Muslim

religious leader; Pop Nikola, the Serbian Orthodox priest; Husseinaga, the

schoolmaster; and Rabbi David Levi, the Jewish religious figure. Their

shared task is daunting: to welcome the colonel and represent their

communities during this uncertain transition.

As they gather at the town square, nostalgia and worry intertwine—each

man reflecting on their lives and experiences. Pop Nikola, a seasoned and

respected figure with a reputation for fairness and compassion, recalls a

complex history of bravery and reconciliation. Mula Ibrahim, with his gentle

demeanor and stuttering speech, is revered for his generosity, always eager
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to assist those in need. The schoolmaster, though possessing a good

education and a wealth of books, struggles with self-doubt. Lastly, Rabbi

Levi, the most timid of the group, grapples with the pressure of his new

responsibilities.

Their conversations reveal a mix of camaraderie, shared anxiety, and

unspoken understanding. Awaiting the commandant, they sense the weight

of their roles as mediators between the occupying forces and the

townspeople. Finally, a horseman—a Turkish gendarme—alerts them of the

colonel's imminent arrival. 

As the Austrian forces parade into town, the leaders are struck by an

overwhelming combination of apprehension and awe at the sight of a

disciplined military—a stark contrast to the chaotic and poorly equipped

forces they once knew. Leading the group, Colonel appears fatigued and

brusque, betraying little of the grandeur they had hoped for in such a pivotal

moment. 

When Pop Nikola steps forward to speak on behalf of the town, he remains

poised and respectful, requesting peace and stability under the new

authority. However, the colonel, disinterested and stern, dismisses their

overtures without any acknowledgment or warmth, reaffirming the rigid

control of power over their lives.
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After the encounter, feelings of disillusionment settle over the four leaders.

Their hopes for compassion from the new authority are dashed, replaced by

uncertainty and fear of what may follow. As they disperse, the

schoolmaster’s professional concerns outweigh his earlier anxieties, while

Mula Ibrahim and Pop Nikola share a silent understanding of the burdens

they carry for their respective communities.

The chapter ends with Pop Nikola returning home, mentally processing the

encounter with the colonel as he finds some solace in the familiar comforts

of his household, though he cannot shake the impression of the harsh new

reality imposed upon their lives. The air is filled with the sound of distant

drums and bugles, introducing a new and uncomfortable rhythm to the

town's existence.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 11 Summary: XI

Chapter XI delves into the changes that envelop the town next to the bridge

 following its occupation, primarily recounting the transformation sparked

by the presence of the Austrians. These changes occur without significant

sacrifices, save for the personal toll experienced by Alihodja, a local

merchant who, despite feeling a persistent weight of anxiety marked by his

encounter with the occupying forces, finds a way to adapt to the new normal.

In the initial days, the town seems remarkably unchanged, with Alihodja

resuming his shopkeeping duties. As the occupation solidifies, life takes a

new rhythm marked by the arrival of military convoys and an influx of

soldiers who temporarily occupy various corners of the town. The once

bustling market becomes dominated by soldiers in their distinctive dark blue

uniforms, and the town's tranquility wanes, punctuated by the surprise

encounters that frighten the townsfolk.

As autumn approaches, the soldiers gradually withdraw, leaving behind

gendarme units that prepare for a prolonged stay. With them come civil

servants, craftsmen, and various artisans from different backgrounds, all

eager to reshape the town. This influx not only increases the population but

also heralds a blending of cultures, laws, and practices. The newcomers

labor tirelessly to implement their plans, scrutinizing every aspect of life in
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the town—from inspecting livestock to regulating trade and health measures.

While the townsfolk toil through their daily lives unchanged, maintaining

their customs and traditions, the town itself begins to undergo a visible

metamorphosis. The adoption of new practices and regulations fosters a

quiet unease among the locals, who grapple with the imposition of

unfamiliar systems. Nevertheless, most residents gradually accept these

changes, and the old coexists with the new as they adapt to a life that is

broader and fuller despite their reluctance to abandon their heritage.

�A�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �p�r�o�m�i�n�e�n�t� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �i�n� �t�h�i�s� �t�r�a�n�s�i�t�i�o�n� �i�s� �S�h�e�m�s�i�b�e�g� �B�r�a�n�k�o�v�i���,� �o�n�e

of the town's wealthiest and most respected patriarchs. He symbolizes

resistance against the changes, refusing to engage with the new authorities or

allow any innovations within his family. His steadfastness becomes a source

of both admiration and frustration among his community. He becomes a

focal point for townsmen seeking solace and counsel regarding their

anxieties about the encroaching changes. Unable to escape the relentless tide

of transformation, Shemsibeg ultimately resigns from public life, passing

away without ever reconciling with the new order.

As the town evolves, the traditional caravanserai, a cherished relic of the

past, is dismantled and replaced with modern barracks. This symbolizes the

changing landscape, reflecting a new world that exists in stark contrast to the
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town’s history. The bridge remains a silent witness to these upheavals,

maintaining its physical presence while the life surrounding it experiences

profound shifts.

The kapia, or town square, also witnesses changes as new lighting is

introduced, transforming its nighttime atmosphere and allowing greater

access for women who previously never visited. The societal dynamics

evolve as soldiers mingle with townsfolk, blurring traditional gender roles

and ushering in modern interactions. Although initial discomfort arises, the

community adapts, reflecting a broader acceptance of the authorities and

their changes.

In summary, Chapter XI encapsulates a period of dynamic transformation

within the town where historical and traditional ways are challenged by new

influences and authorities. With the clash of old and new, the narrative

explores themes of adaptation, resilience, and the struggle to preserve

identity amidst inevitable change.
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Chapter 12: XII

### Chapter XII Summary

Life on the *kapia* grew increasingly vibrant, bustling with locals and

newcomers from dawn until late into the night. Each individual became lost

in their own thoughts and concerns, often ignoring the people around them.

�A�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �p�a�s�s�e�r�s�b�y� �w�a�s� �M�i�l�a�n� �G�l�a�s�i�
�a�n�i�n�,� �a� �m�a�n� �w�h�o�s�e� �p�r�e�s�e�n�c�e� �s�e�e�m�e�d

almost ethereal, marked by his tall, thin frame, pale complexion, and bowing

posture. Ignored by many, he once had a significant connection to the

�*�k�a�p�i�a�*�,� �a� �l�i�n�k� �t�h�a�t� �f�a�d�e�d� �o�v�e�r� �t�i�m�e�.� �H�i�s� �f�a�t�h�e�r�,� �N�i�k�o�l�a� �G�l�a�s�i�
�a�n�i�n�,� �h�a�d

established a mysterious fortune upon settling in town during the Serbian

insurrection, yet Milan’s own life spiraled into turmoil due to his single

addiction: gambling.

Gambling was not a prevalent vice among the townsfolk, whose interests

leaned more toward women, alcohol, and idle leisure. However, Milan fell

�d�e�e�p�l�y� �i�n�t�o� �t�h�i�s� �h�a�b�i�t�,� �o�f�t�e�n� �f�r�e�q�u�e�n�t�i�n�g� �U�s�t�a�m�u�j�i���'�s� �i�n�n�,� �a� �p�l�a�c�e� �w�h�e�r�e

devoted gamblers would congregate in a smoke-filled room. Milan spent

much of his youth and wealth there until a transformative encounter

occurred.

One autumn night, a stranger visited the inn. He was a middle-aged man
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with a calm demeanor, whose presence unsettled Milan. As the games

progressed, the stranger continually outmatched the locals, compelling

Milan to feel a mixture of fascination and frustration. Even as Milan vowed

to abstain, he found himself inexorably drawn back into the game, where he

was overtaken by a mounting desperation to reclaim his losses.

The stranger and Milan met outside the inn one night, agreeing to play cards

on the *kapia*. Initially, the game revealed an intense back-and-forth,

illustrating the toll gambling took on Milan, who felt himself losing not just

money but a part of his very essence. As Milan lost everything he

owned—from livestock to land—hope ignited each time he momentarily

regained his fortune. Yet, the stranger’s calm persisted, as he ultimately

proposed a final, fateful wager: all of Milan's remaining possessions against

his life.

Milan accepted, and the stakes were set. He dealt the cards but, in a tragic

twist of fate, he lost in an instant. Believing he lost everything, he was

engulfed by despair but found himself alone as the dawn broke—his

mysterious opponent vanished, along with all evidence of the game. Alone

on the *kapia*, Milan stumbled home to recover from a fever that kept him

bedridden for two months. 

Upon awakening, he emerged a changed man. No longer the vibrant

gambler, he became withdrawn and solitary, communicating little with

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


others and avoiding the *kapia* entirely. As gossip spread about his

experience, many saw it as a tale of lost youth and health, with some

doubting its reality, attributing it instead to fevered hallucination. Yet, what

was undeniable was that Milan was liberated from his gambling vice.

Simultaneously, a young man named Bukus Gaon, son of an impoverished

barber, experienced a life-changing moment on the *kapia*. He discovered a

hidden gold ducat but hesitated to retrieve it due to the Sabbath rules.

Eventually, he succumbed to temptation, claiming the ducat and soon after

ventured into the world of gambling. What began as an exciting encounter

turned into a relentless spiral into addiction, leading him to abandon his

family and disappear, leaving behind nothing but rumors of his fate.

�T�h�u�s�,� �t�h�e� �l�i�v�e�s� �o�f� �M�i�l�a�n� �G�l�a�s�i�
�a�n�i�n� �a�n�d� �B�u�k�u�s� �G�a�o�n� �i�l�l�u�s�t�r�a�t�e�d� �t�h�e

destructive nature of gambling, bound together by the *kapia*, a place of

dreams and downfalls.
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Chapter 13 Summary: XIII

In the fourth year of the occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, a fleeting

 calm has settled over the land, yet tensions linger just beneath the surface.

The authorities began recruiting troops, which deeply unsettles the local

Turkish population. Fifty years prior, the introduction of a modern Turkish

army led to revolt because the soldiers were forced to wear European-style

uniforms, an affront to their cultural identity. The current recruitment drive

rekindles old fears of oppression.

In Višegrad, respected Turkish leaders convene in secret, wary of the

implications of new policies such as numbering houses and conducting

censuses, which evoke memories of a past rebellion led by a brutal Vezir.

They fear that this numbering is a precursor to increased taxation or forced

conscription into the occupying army. Alihodja, a prominent voice among

them, advocates for passive resistance, encouraging the community to

withhold their true ages and identities. This leads to widespread evasion of

the new laws, prompting the authorities to turn a blind eye to the local

outrage.

Two years pass, and the recruitment is enforced, igniting open rebellion in

Eastern Herzegovina. Both Turks and Serbs rise against the foreign

authority, claiming that the occupation exceeds the legal boundaries set by

the Berlin Congress. Banditry flourishes alongside the rebellion, and a guard
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is once again stationed at the kapia, the town's bridge.

Among those guarding the bridge is Gregor Fedun, a simple and strong

Ruthenian who finds joy in the burgeoning spring while struggling with his

duties and the threat of insurgency. He becomes enchanted by a young

Turkish girl crossing the bridge, marking a pivotal shift in his experience.

Each day, she returns, and their stolen glances fill him with a mix of

excitement and dread, as he knows the dangers ingrained in a soldier's bond

with a Muslim woman.

The girl, named Jelenka, is secretly aiding a notorious brigand, Jakov

���e�k�r�l�i�j�a�,� �b�y� �d�i�s�g�u�i�s�i�n�g� �h�i�m� �a�s� �h�e�r� �g�r�a�n�d�m�o�t�h�e�r� �t�o� �a�s�s�i�s�t� �i�n� �h�i�s� �e�s�c�a�p�e�.

Fedun's naivety leads him to momentarily forget his responsibilities,

culminating in a tragic encounter the night Jelenka attempts to cross again.

When the authorities catch onto their plans, Jelenka's identity is revealed,

implicating Fedun. Drawn into the consequences of his actions, he faces

�i�n�t�e�r�r�o�g�a�t�i�o�n�,� �w�h�e�r�e� �t�h�e� �r�u�t�h�l�e�s�s� �M�a�j�o�r� �K�r�
�m�a�r� �h�i�g�h�l�i�g�h�t�s� �F�e�d�u�n�'�s

dereliction of duty. Fedun resigns himself to recognition of his youthful folly

and the inevitability of punishment.

As news of Fedun's fate spreads, his suicide becomes a stark reminder of the

cost of inattention and desire amidst the chaos of political upheaval. His

burial sparks a community debate over the treatment of suicides in the

presence of faith, but the local priest, Pop Nikola, passionately defends the
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young man's right to a proper burial, reflecting the town's complex

relationship with loyalty and loss.

Months later, after the insurrection wanes and the community seeks to return

to normalcy, a new generation of recruits emerges, their lives marked by the

legacy of those turbulent years. The kapia remains an enduring space for

town gatherings, bridging the past and present, as the inhabitants slowly

adapt to the weight of their history, even as echoes of old tensions fade. By

the end, the memory of Fedun's tragic end lingers, a cautionary tale against

the backdrop of a shifting world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Danger of Ignoring Responsibilities

Critical Interpretation: In the chapter, Gregor Fedun's tragic fate serves

as a powerful reminder of the consequences that accompany

neglecting one's responsibilities. As you navigate your own life, this

poignant lesson can inspire you to remain vigilant and accountable,

even in times of turmoil. Recognizing the weight of your actions can

transform moments of desire into opportunities for growth, urging you

to engage with the world thoughtfully instead of succumbing to

fleeting distractions. Embracing this mindset not only safeguards your

personal integrity but also enriches the lives of those around you,

fostering a community resilient in the face of adversity.
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Chapter 14 Summary: XIV

In Chapter XIV, the narrative shifts to the town situated beside the bridge,

 illustrating its vibrant evolution during a notably calm period in the last

quarter of the nineteenth century. This era, influenced by the broader

prosperity of Europe, offers a semblance of order and balance to the

townspeople of Višegrad, as they navigate the complexities of new

governance and societal changes. After an initial phase of skepticism

regarding the new authorities, the townsfolk gradually adapt to the

unfamiliar system, enjoying newfound security and economic opportunities,

albeit while harboring unexpressed reservations.

The new regime, unlike the Ottoman rule, operates with a sense of distance

and permanence that eventually earns the local population's respect, even

amidst their underlying fears. This change brings a cultural exchange, as the

newcomers—government officials and merchants—begin to influence local

customs and practices, while simultaneously finding themselves impacted by

the local traditions.

Amidst this backdrop of transformation, the Zahler Hotel emerges as a

significant establishment, representing this period's economic and social

vitality. The hotel is run by the industrious and enterprising Lotte, who has

become a central figure in town life. Lotte is depicted as a striking woman

with a complex duality: outwardly hospitable yet shrewdly manipulative, she
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expertly navigates the desires and excesses of her male clientele. Her

establishment becomes a hub for both the townsmen and newcomers,

showcasing the shifting dynamics of social interactions in this transitional

period.

The hotel has distinct spaces: the larger room caters to the everyday

townsfolk, while the smaller, more refined area attracts wealthier patrons

and officials. Lotte, who remains steadfastly involved in every aspect of the

hotel, adeptly manages the raucous behaviors of her guests, offering them

solace while ensuring she profits from their indulgences. Her perceptive

nature allows her to maintain both authority and allure, creating a safe

distance from her guests' baser instincts.

As the chapter develops, Lotte's complex life expands beyond her role as a

businesswoman; she also shoulders familial responsibilities, supporting

numerous relatives from her Jewish community while balancing her own

aspirations and her necessary facade in a male-dominated social scene. The

juxtaposition of her personal, hidden life of careful financial management,

correspondence, and social advising provides depth to her character,

illustrating the sacrifices and dualities that define her existence.

This chapter ultimately encapsulates a moment in time where the town of

Višegrad finds itself caught between tradition and modernity, as wealth and

societal roles reorganize themselves, ushering in new relationships and

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


opportunities—all while Lotte stands as a pivotal figure bridging both

worlds with an enigmatic charm that captivates and confounds those around

her.
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Chapter 15 Summary: XV

### Summary of Chapter XV

In this chapter, we delve into the lives of the residents of a small town,

primarily focusing on the tavern scene that offers an escape from everyday

grievances. A previously expelled guest, feeling dejected after his ejection

from a hotel, has various options to lift his spirits. He might relax at the

riverside or head to Zarije's inn, where the atmosphere is casual and

unrestrained. The inn serves as a refuge for locals—primarily the working

class—who come to drown their sorrows in plum brandy, an affordable

drink that brings both camaraderie and chaos.

Inside Zarije's inn, various patrons congregate, each seeking solace in drink.

There are the silent, sorrowful addicts, lost souls trapped in their own

despair, and the raucous young men, often from respectable families, who

flirt dangerously with the bottle as a rite of passage toward ruin. Most of

these younger drinkers eventually find stability, leaving only a dwindling

few to succumb to the bottle entirely.

The inn boasts musicians like Franz Furlan, a woodcarver and accordion

player, and Sumbo the Gipsy, who enliven the atmosphere with music.

Another character, a “guslar,” plays the one-stringed fiddle, captivating
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listeners with songs that evoke deep emotional responses, bridging ethnic

divides as Turks and Christians alike find themselves resonating with the

poignant themes of desire and happiness expressed through music.

�I�n� �t�h�i�s� �l�i�v�e�l�y� �y�e�t� �p�r�e�c�a�r�i�o�u�s� �e�n�v�i�r�o�n�m�e�n�t�,� �w�e� �m�e�e�t� �c�h�a�r�a�c�t�e�r�s� �l�i�k�e� ���o�r�k�a�n�,� �a

one-eyed man who has faced ridicule and heartache following a failed

romantic pursuit of a dancer when a circus visited town. His love for her,

though unreciprocated and mocked, has governed his actions and emotions.

As the drama of his life unfolds, the tavern-goers joyfully mock him,

intertwining their narratives with cruel jokes about his fate and romantic

entanglements.

As autumn approaches, feelings of melancholy settle in, exacerbated by the

�h�a�r�s�h� �w�e�a�t�h�e�r�.� �T�h�e� �a�t�t�e�n�t�i�o�n� �s�h�i�f�t�s� �b�a�c�k� �t�o� ���o�r�k�a�n�,� �w�h�o�s�e� �h�e�a�r�t�a�c�h�e

resurfaces when he overhears conversations about his unfulfilled love for

Paša, a local seamstress who ultimately marries Hadji Omer, a wealthy man.

This twist brings forth a new wave of amusement for the patrons at Zarije's

�i�n�n�,� �w�h�o� �b�a�n�d� �t�o�g�e�t�h�e�r� �t�o� �a�m�p�l�i�f�y� ���o�r�k�a�n�'�s� �s�u�f�f�e�r�i�n�g� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h� �a� �r�e�l�e�n�t�l�e�s�s

cycle of mockery, increasing his drunkenness and anger.

�D�e�s�p�i�t�e� �t�h�e� �l�a�u�g�h�t�e�r� �d�i�r�e�c�t�e�d� �a�t� �h�i�m�,� ���o�r�k�a�n�,� �t�h�o�u�g�h� �i�n�i�t�i�a�l�l�y� �r�e�s�i�s�t�a�n�t�,� �f�i�n�d�s

himself participating in the merriment, often leaping into fervent

declarations about his love and perceived injustices. With the winter closing

in, the combination of alcohol and mockery creates a potent atmosphere,
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leading him to momentarily transcend his plight in a revelatory bout of

embracing life, leading to a humorous yet darkly poignant exploration of the

desires and struggles of the townsmen.

In a climactic scene on a winter's morning, pushed on by drunken dares,

���o�r�k�a�n� �t�a�k�e�s� �t�o� �a� �n�a�r�r�o�w� �s�t�o�n�e� �p�a�r�a�p�e�t� �o�n� �a� �b�r�i�d�g�e�,� �b�a�l�a�n�c�i�n�g� �p�r�e�c�a�r�i�o�u�s�l�y

over the icy void below. In this moment of existential reflection, he dances

and sings, slipping into a dreamlike state where the pain of his unrequited

love and societal position fades away. Stripped of his identity as merely the

town's fool, he sees himself as a hero on a great adventure, symbolizing the

fragile line between despair and joy that defines the human experience.

�T�h�r�o�u�g�h� ���o�r�k�a�n�'�s� �h�a�r�r�o�w�i�n�g� �a�n�d� �c�o�m�e�d�i�c� �j�o�u�r�n�e�y�,� �w�e� �w�i�t�n�e�s�s� �t�h�e

intertwining of hope and tragedy in the lives of the town’s marginalized

souls, ultimately revealing complex truths about unfulfilled desires and the

quest for meaning amidst chaos.
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Chapter 16: XVI

In the passage of twenty years since the first Austrian military vehicles

 arrived, the once-uncertain occupation of Višegrad transformed into a

period marked by relative peace and minor material progress. The townsfolk,

who attributed their modest success to divine providence, experienced a

sense of stability amidst the quiet, mundane flow of life. Their mundane

yearnings, such as the hope for good health and comfortable living

conditions, were expressed through mundane phrases, underscoring a

collective sentiment toward the status quo—such as the pride of the

impoverished Ferhat’s wife in his newfound job.

However, the tranquility was punctured by the somber announcement of the

assassination of Empress Elizabeth of Austria by Italian anarchist Luigi

Luccheni. Although the townspeople reacted with emotional weight to the

news, lamenting the death of a distant monarch they barely understood, the

significance of the event was mostly lost on them. The only one deeply

affected was Pietro Sola, the town's Italian contractor and builder, known

affectionately as Maistor-Pero. Maistor-Pero's acute shame regarding his

Italian identity, particularly after the assassination, was met with strange

sympathy from townsfolk, but this only heightened his inner turmoil and

anxiety. The cruel teasing of town children as they called out “Lucchieni”

further tormented him, leading to a comedic yet profound display of

self-doubt.
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Meanwhile, on the public square, local elder, Hussein Effendi, engaged the

townsmen in a dialogue about anarchism, using the assassination as a

springboard for a broader discussion about the inevitable presence of good

and evil in the world. He drew historical parallels, discussing historical

figures whose fates mirrored that of the Empress, suggesting that greatness

always comes with risks and enmities. Despite his lecture being an

intellectual exercise, it remained largely abstract to the townspeople, who

continued to gravitate back to their normal lives, with the announcement

being gradually forgotten as life resumed its typical rhythm.

As the years rolled on, the townspeople observed transformations in their

daily environment, notably the arrival of engineers in 1900 to assess the

aging bridge—a community landmark. The structure that had stood for

decades became the focus of renovation, leading to a mix of curiosity and

skepticism among locals, who could not envision altering a piece of their

permanence. Workmen arrived in droves as scaffolding was erected,

disrupting the lifestyle around the bridge. Despite the disruption, many

townsfolk, including Lotte and Zarije, retreated to their establishments,

removing themselves from the labor's chaos, as the work proceeded through

summer.

Alihodja, a local hodja resistant to change, concurrently watched the bridge's

renovations from his shop, criticizing the foreigners' persistent interference
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and dismissing their projects as signs of impending doom. His strong,

traditional views and foreboding nature often placed him at odds with the

progressive sentiments of others who welcomed modernization and the

conveniences that came with it. These sentiments ignited spirited debates

among idle market-goers, with Alihodja often concluding discussions with

cautionary tales regarding the sacredness of structures like the bridge.

Yet life moved forward; as one project concluded—an improved water

supply system that promised cleaner water—the completion of the railway

transformed the town's socio-economic landscape more fundamentally than

any earlier renovations. The new line connected Višegrad to Sarajevo,

facilitating travel and trade but ultimately contributing to the bridge's

marginalization. The bridge, once the busiest thoroughfare between the East

and West, became overshadowed by train tracks, reinforcing Alihodja's

warnings about the erasure of traditional life and the disconnection from the

broader world.

The directive alteration, while creating opportunities, culminated in an

observable shift in the townsfolk's lifestyle; the once-bustling thoroughfare

of the bridge grew silent, now overshadowed by the realities of modern

transportation. The irony that the bridge remained steadfast yet unseen

signified the broader, unyielding connection between history's grandeur and

the ceaseless march of modernity, as the townspeople adapted to new

mechanisms of existence, often neglecting the once-important structures that
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had shaped their lives.

Through this rich tapestry of event and discourse, the narrative unfolds the

complexities of progress, tradition, and the inevitable change that time

brings, portraying a community caught between reverence for its history and

the allure of modern advancements.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/LViWF8VnuOb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/ICzfYbXnuOb


Chapter 17 Summary: XVII

In the town by the bridge, the year 1908 marked a turning point. The local

 populace, once focused solely on their immediate interests and daily lives,

began to feel a growing unrest due to the rise of political awareness and

social change, correlated with the introduction of the railway and the new

century. The townspeople, previously engaged in quiet personal matters,

found themselves drawn into broader discussions about politics and societal

structures.

The establishment of various religious and national organizations in nearby

Sarajevo, specifically Serbian, Moslem, and later Jewish, began to shape the

local political landscape. New publications reached the town, encouraging

the youth and the less fortunate to expand their minds, challenging the

stagnant norms held by the older generations. The idea of socialism and

worker's rights began to take root, evidenced by increasing discussions about

labor conditions. The young apprentices, who had previously remained

silent, began to explore concepts of collective rights and societal change,

viewing these discussions as liberating revelations that connected them with

broader movements beyond their town.

As these ideas spread, the local authorities took note, becoming more

vigilant. Gendarmes increased their presence, policing opinions and

expressions, suggesting that the winds of change might be met with
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resistance. The buzz of social movements paralleled an increase in military

activity, as the region prepared for uncertain times amidst national upheavals

in Serbia and Turkey. 

One notable day, a colossal proclamation appeared on the kapia, delivering a

message from Emperor Franz Joseph about granting constitutional

institutions to Bosnia and Herzegovina. The reading of the proclamation,

filled with bureaucratic language, sparked various reactions among citizens.

While some listened intently, grappling with its implications, others

expressed skepticism or outright rejected its promises, particularly Alihodja,

a local Hodja, who felt a profound sense of foreboding. He pondered the

proclamation's meanings and its alignment with centuries of historical

tumult.

As soldiers flooded into the town, setting up posts and preparing defenses,

the bridge—an enduring symbol of the town’s history and

connectivity—became a focal point for worry. Secretive work began on the

bridge, with rumors of it being mined to prevent enemy access. This piqued

Alihodja's curiosity and concern, leading him to question a returning

sergeant-major, Muhamed-beg, about the situation. The sergeant-major’s

evasive responses only served to heighten Alihodja's unease. 

Despite the bustling life surrounding him and the picturesque views of the

Drina, Alihodja was burdened by a sense of impending change that
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threatened both the town's stability and the legacy of its cherished bridge. As

speculation grew among the townspeople, Alihodja could not shake the

feeling that a storm was brewing, underscored by governmental

proclamations that felt like veils over deeper strife. The chapter ends with a

sense of tension; the bridge, both a symbol of unity and an object of

potential destruction, stands poised at the center of the town's fate amidst the

growing unrest.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of collective awareness and action

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on a bridge, watching the

flow of life around you, and realizing that your concerns and

ambitions interlink with those of your neighbors. The townspeople in

1908 began to awaken to a shared consciousness, recognizing their

individual struggles were part of a larger narrative that called for

change. This revelation can inspire you to engage actively in your

community, transforming mundane worries into collective actions. By

connecting with others and fostering discussions on societal issues,

you contribute to a movement that can lead to enlightenment and

reform, showing that your voice, amplified with others, can lead to

profound changes in the world around you.
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Chapter 18 Summary: XVIII

### Summary of Chapters XVIII and XIX

Chapter XVIII: The Aftermath of the Annexation Crisis

The tension surrounding the 'annexation crisis' that loomed over Višegrad

dissipated as a resolution was reached through diplomacy. Although

tranquility returned, the town and its inhabitants were irrevocably changed.

A larger army presence settled in the town, necessitating the construction of

a new officers' mess, which replaced the old park that once served as a

communal space. The increased military presence contributed to economic

changes: prices remained high from a previous surge, and debts became

commonplace as loans from new Serbian and Moslem banks proliferated.

The town's populace navigated a landscape of uncertainty; the earlier sense

of contentment had given way to discontent. People, young and old, felt a

collective desire for something more—be it excitement, change, or fear of

worse calamities. This yearning manifested in a transformation of social life;

conversations were replaced by the clamor of gramophones blaring

everything from patriotic anthems to operatic arias, as the townsfolk

gravitated towards places filled with noise and spectacle. 
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Amid this backdrop, the personal struggles of individuals took center stage.

Pietro, an Italian craftsman, bore the brunt of nationalistic sentiments as he

was belittled for his heritage, highlighting the increasing intolerance hanging

over the community in a time of shifting political landscapes. As the Balkan

Wars commenced, the major changes went unnoticed until they transpired

rapidly. The rapid shifts in frontiers ultimately left the iconic bridge, a

symbol of connection between East and West, isolated within a new reality

with little relevance to the expansive world that once surrounded it.

Chapter XIX: The Changes in Society and the Influx of Students

As the summer of 1913 unfolded, the political landscape of the Balkans

began to dramatically shift due to the conclusion of the war between Turkey

and the Balkan states. While the streets of Višegrad remained seemingly

unchanged, the people's internal emotional turmoil grew palpable—a mix of

hope and fear split along ethnic lines, with Serbs elated by victories and

Moslems facing destabilization.

On the kapia, elderly Moslem men gathered, quietly processing news of

 territorial changes with a deep sense of loss, reminiscent of a once-glorious

past. Meanwhile, the Serbian youths occupied the evenings, singing songs of

triumph, predicting a shift in cultural tides.
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The summer’s arrival also marked the influx of students from various

universities, reshaping the social scene. These young men, outfitted in

modern fashion, exuded confidence and brought with them fresh ideas

influenced by global perspectives. They sought lively discussions about

philosophy and politics, embracing a newfound audacity. Yet this generation

was marked by discontent, especially among those who found themselves in

town while their peers reached for broader horizons.

As these students mingled with locals, there was a palpable division: some

embraced success while others lamented their stagnation, fueling an

undercurrent of envy and restlessness. The historical significance of the

kapia became more than just a social hub; it transformed into a battleground

of ideals and ambitions, showcasing the hopes and fears of a generation

standing on the brink of profound change.

Amidst this vibrant divergence came an unmistakable undercurrent of

existential doubt. The bridge, enduring yet changed, symbolized the shifting

nature of identity and connection in the face of world-altering events. The

town braced itself for the turmoil yet to come, as these disparate desires for

advancement and repose competed for dominance in the collective

consciousness. The narrative foreshadowed that the winds of change were

not finished blowing across the bridge and the townsfolk, driving the

anticipation of a new, uncertain dawn.
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Chapter 19 Summary: XIX

Chapter XIX opens on a warm, tranquil summer night in August, where a

 group of schoolboys and students gather on the kapia, a traditional gathering

place, after a day of sunbathing and swimming. The atmosphere resonates

with the camaraderie and debates of youth, filled with aspirations and

�f�r�u�s�t�r�a�t�i�o�n�s�.� �A�m�o�n�g� �t�h�e� �p�r�o�m�i�n�e�n�t� �f�i�g�u�r�e�s� �p�r�e�s�e�n�t� �a�r�e� �J�a�n�k�o� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i���,� �a

delicate yet ambitious young man studying natural sciences; Velimir

�S�t�e�v�a�n�o�v�i���,� �a� �r�o�b�u�s�t� �p�r�a�g�m�a�t�i�s�t� �p�u�r�s�u�i�n�g� �m�e�d�i�c�i�n�e�;� �J�a�c�o�v� �H�e�r�a�k�,� �a� �s�h�a�r�p

�a�n�d� �o�f�t�e�n� �c�r�i�t�i�c�a�l� �s�o�c�i�a�l�i�s�t� �l�a�w� �s�t�u�d�e�n�t�;� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �q�u�i�e�t� �R�a�n�k�o� �M�i�h�a�i�l�o�v�i���,� �a

future civil servant contemplating his future.

The gathering also includes various secondary school students who,

captivated by tales of life in big cities, find themselves enamored with the

narratives of their older peers. The discussions evolve around love, politics,

�a�n�d� �s�o�c�i�e�t�a�l� �i�s�s�u�e�s�,� �c�o�l�o�r�e�d� �b�y� �y�o�u�t�h�f�u�l� �b�r�a�v�a�d�o�.� �N�o�t�a�b�l�y�,� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i���,

wrestling with insecurities and expectations, reflects on his own recent

rendezvous with the schoolmistress Zorka. This clandestine meeting

highlights the awkwardness and vulnerability of first love, leaving him

conflicted and ashamed.

�D�u�r�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �e�v�e�n�i�n�g� �d�e�b�a�t�e�s�,� �s�t�u�d�e�n�t�s� �d�i�s�c�u�s�s� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i���'�s� �r�e�c�e�n�t� �a�r�t�i�c�l�e� �o�n

�n�a�t�i�o�n�a�l�i�s�m� �a�n�d� �s�o�c�i�a�l� �i�s�s�u�e�s�.� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i���'�s� �a�s�s�e�r�t�i�o�n�s� �f�a�c�e� �s�t�e�r�n� �c�r�i�t�i�q�u�e� �f�r�o�m

Herak, who argues from a socialist perspective, emphasizing the need for

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


economic liberation before any sustainable societal change. This exchange

of ideas becomes heated, revealing the ideological divides among the group,

with passion and youthful arrogance escalating the dialogue into fervent

squabbles.

As night deepens, the conversation shifts from politics to personal tensions,

�p�a�r�t�i�c�u�l�a�r�l�y� �b�e�t�w�e�e�n� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i��� �a�n�d� �G�l�a�s�i�
�a�n�i�n�,� �a� �f�o�r�m�e�r�l�y� �c�l�o�s�e� �f�r�i�e�n�d� �w�i�t�h

�w�h�o�m� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i��� �n�o�w� �s�h�a�r�e�s� �a� �r�i�v�a�l�r�y� �o�v�e�r� �Z�o�r�k�a�’�s� �a�f�f�e�c�t�i�o�n�.� �T�h�e� �a�i�r� �t�h�i�c�k�e�n�s

�w�i�t�h� �u�n�d�e�r�l�y�i�n�g� �r�e�s�e�n�t�m�e�n�t� �a�s� �G�l�a�s�i�
�a�n�i�n�'�s� �j�e�a�l�o�u�s�y� �b�e�c�o�m�e�s� �p�a�l�p�a�b�l�e�,

exacerbated by their shared history and differing social standings.

To punctuate this tension, two younger students, Toma Galus and Fehim

�B�a�h�t�i�j�a�r�e�v�i���,� �i�n�t�e�r�r�u�p�t� �t�h�e� �a�t�m�o�s�p�h�e�r�e� �w�i�t�h� �t�h�e�i�r� �l�i�v�e�l�y� �y�e�t� �s�o�m�e�w�h�a�t

reckless banter, indicating the broader social dynamics at play among the

youths and the generational aspirations that connect and divide them. Galus,

�w�i�t�h� �h�i�s� �p�h�i�l�o�s�o�p�h�i�c�a�l� �i�n�c�l�i�n�a�t�i�o�n�s�,� �c�o�n�t�r�a�s�t�s� �B�a�h�t�i�j�a�r�e�v�i���’�s� �m�o�r�e� �t�r�a�d�i�t�i�o�n�a�l

approach to life, encapsulating two strands of thought prevalent among the

youth of the time.

�A�m�i�d�s�t� �t�h�e� �b�a�c�k�d�r�o�p� �o�f� �b�u�b�b�l�i�n�g� �d�i�s�c�u�s�s�i�o�n�s� �a�n�d� �y�o�u�t�h�f�u�l� �b�r�a�v�a�d�o�,� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i��

�a�n�d� �G�l�a�s�i�
�a�n�i�n� �f�i�n�d� �t�h�e�m�s�e�l�v�e�s� �a�l�o�n�e�,� �c�o�n�f�r�o�n�t�e�d� �b�y� �t�h�e�i�r� �s�i�m�m�e�r�i�n�g

rivalry. As they attempt to navigate their feelings and tensions, a poignant

�c�r�i�t�i�q�u�e� �o�f� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i���'�s� �a�m�b�i�t�i�o�n�s� �a�n�d� �m�o�t�i�v�a�t�i�o�n�s� �e�m�e�r�g�e�s�,� �p�r�o�m�p�t�i�n�g

introspection and deeper realizations about vanity, love, and personal
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purpose.

The chapter draws to a close with the sounds of distant music emerging from

the officers' mess nearby, symbolizing the disconnect between the student

�y�o�u�t�h�'�s� �i�d�e�a�l�s� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �r�e�a�l�i�t�i�e�s� �o�f� �t�h�e�i�r� �s�o�c�i�e�t�a�l� �c�i�r�c�u�m�s�t�a�n�c�e�s�.� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i��� �a�n�d

�G�l�a�s�i�
�a�n�i�n�,� �b�u�r�d�e�n�e�d� �b�y� �t�h�e�i�r� �t�h�o�u�g�h�t�s� �a�n�d� �u�n�r�e�s�o�l�v�e�d� �f�e�e�l�i�n�g�s�,� �d�e�p�a�r�t� �i�n�t�o

the night, leaving behind the kapia and its layered memories of camaraderie,

conflict, and personal reckonings. 

In essence, Chapter XIX is a microcosm of the broader societal changes and

struggles reflected in early 20th-century youth culture, illustrating the mix of

hope, disillusionment, and the search for identity during a transformative

time. The interactions deepen the narrative, showcasing themes of social

consciousness, the search for belonging, and the everlasting impact of

youthful decisions and relationships.
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Chapter 20: XX

In the quiet town, the only flicker of life came from Lotte’s hotel room,

 where she had retreated for the night. Gazing out at the serene river and the

familiar bridge arching nearby, she was flooded with a wave of nostalgia.

Twenty years had passed since she first found solace in this room, yet the

stark stillness outside contrasted sharply with the once-vibrant life of the

hotel, which now lay dormant below.

Lotte spent the late hours consumed by her accounts, a stark reminder of her

weariness. Though she outwardly projected energy and enthusiasm during

the day, the weight of time and the burdens of existence pressed heavily

upon her at night. The traces of her former beauty had faded; her hair had

thinned, her face paled, and the lively sparkle in her eyes was replaced by a

sadness that echoed the graying world around her.

Once a symbol of promise and unity, the past seemed to dissolve, replaced

by chaos and disarray. Lotte reminisced about her arrival in Bosnia thirty

years prior, when life aligned seamlessly with opportunity, and societal

expectations provided a clear path for all. Now, she perceived a landscape in

turmoil where people pursued fragmented ideals that often led to ruin. Her

hotel, once vibrant with guests, now struggled for survival against fierce

competition and shifting societal norms. The emergence of Terdik's rival

establishment was a deep blow, further decimating her dwindling business.
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Accusations and mismanagement had led Lotte to a courtroom, and though

she maintained her disdain for Terdik, she now navigated the complexities

of business in a world stripped of the values she once held dear.

The clientele had shifted as well. The hotel, which thrived on camaraderie

and community, now hosted only a few distant figures. Among them, Alibeg

�P�a�š�i��� �r�e�m�a�i�n�e�d�—�a� �s�t�e�a�d�f�a�s�t� �f�r�i�e�n�d� �f�r�o�m� �L�o�t�t�e�’�s� �y�o�u�t�h�,� �t�h�o�u�g�h� �h�i�s� �k�i�n�d

demeanor had grown heavy with age and ailments. Another regular, Pavle

�R�a�n�k�o�v�i���,� �h�a�d� �t�r�a�d�e�d� �h�i�s� �t�r�a�d�i�t�i�o�n�a�l� �a�t�t�i�r�e� �f�o�r� �a� �t�i�g�h�t�-�f�i�t�t�i�n�g� �s�u�i�t�,� �e�m�b�o�d�y�i�n�g

the turmoil of his generation caught between progress and tradition. 

For Lotte, hope in business had withered away as economic crises and

personal misfortunes piled upon her. The investments she made with lofty

expectations had crumbled, and several financial ventures, including her

brother-in-law's milk cooperative, had failed due to unforeseen

circumstances. The specter of loss grew more palpable as she agonized over

her family—the ambitions of her niece and nephew turned to dust, her

brother-in-law increasingly indecisive, and the fate of her nephew Albert,

now a disgraced socialist in Vienna, left her despairing. 

Amidst these trials, Lotte clung to her duties: nurturing her ailing relatives

and managing her debts. She bore the disappointments and burdens of

others, mourning the loss of family connections that had once inspired her.

Yet despite the flood of misfortunes, she held onto the same resolve as when
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she first ventured to stake her claim in the world—the drive to push forward

persisted amid overwhelming fatigue.

As the clock struck one, Lotte painstakingly prepared for bed, extinguishing

the dim light that kept her company in the solitude of her thoughts. Outside,

the town lay nestled in darkness, reflecting the quiet struggle and unresolved

quests that simmered within her heart. Each night, she faced the daunting

challenge of reconciling her hopes for her personal and professional legacy

with the harsh realities of life’s unpredictable nature. Lotte remained a figure

of resilience in a world that had changed drastically around her.
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Chapter 21 Summary: XXII

### Chapter XXII Summary

In the summer of 1914, the town of Višegrad finds itself on the cusp of

monumental changes, unaware that this year will be pivotal in world history.

The citizens bask in what they perceive as a bountiful harvest, with ripening

plums and promising wheat, casting aside memories of past hardships. The

summer is described with an almost magical quality, as nature flourishes,

transporting the townspeople into a state of blissful ignorance about the

storm brewing on the horizon. There is a pervasive optimism, but it is

marred by a prophetic undercurrent of the year’s ultimate tragedy,

symbolized by the bridge on the Drina, a crucial and enduring monument of

the town.

As the warmth of summer sets in, we are introduced to the local merchants,

notably Santo Papo, a Jewish shopkeeper, who serves as a central figure of

commerce in Višegrad. His shop, filled with supplies and echoes of

everyday transactions, represents stability amidst the changing winds of fate.

Through Santo's dealings with local peasants, we witness the intricate social

fabric and economic ties that bind the community, even as a sense of

foreboding begins to taint their interactions.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


The narrative shifts to the blossoming relationship between Zorka, a

�s�c�h�o�o�l�m�i�s�t�r�e�s�s�,� �a�n�d� �N�i�k�o�l�a� �G�l�a�s�i�
�a�n�i�n�,� �w�h�o� �r�e�p�r�e�s�e�n�t�s� �a� �d�i�f�f�e�r�e�n�t� �f�u�t�u�r�e

amidst the turmoil. Their romance develops cautiously, marred by memories

�o�f� �Z�o�r�k�a�’�s� �p�a�s�t� �a�t�t�r�a�c�t�i�o�n� �t�o� �t�h�e� �e�r�r�a�t�i�c� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i��� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �w�e�i�g�h�t� �o�f� �s�o�c�i�e�t�a�l

expectations. The couple navigates hardships common to young lovers,

juxtaposed against the backdrop of a town on the brink of war. Zorka’s inner

�c�o�n�f�l�i�c�t� �e�s�c�a�l�a�t�e�s� �a�s� �s�h�e� �g�r�a�p�p�l�e�s� �w�i�t�h� �h�e�r� �l�i�n�g�e�r�i�n�g� �f�e�e�l�i�n�g�s� �f�o�r� �S�t�i�k�o�v�i��

while growing closer to Nikola. 

As the month unfolds, the atmosphere shifts ominously when news of the

assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo reaches Višegrad.

The once joyous summer outing at Mezalin is violently disrupted by the

arrival of gendarmes, signaling the onset of a crackdown on Serbs and a

fading sense of security. The celebratory spirit dissolves into fear and

confusion as the political climate darkens. 

The chapter encapsulates the transition from peace to chaos; the idyllic

summer landscape morphs into a tense battlefield as war looms. People are

caught off guard by the rapid escalation of events, as friendships are tested,

and masks of civility fall away in the face of rising animosity. 

As tensions rise, the locals’ fate unfolds tragically, revealing the fractures

within their community and foreshadowing the brutal reality of war. The

characters' dreams of a bountiful future clash against the harsh realities of
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nationalistic fervor and betrayal, echoing the historic tragedy represented by

the bridge that witnesses the shifting tides of human history. This chapter

beautifully ties together personal stories with broader themes of love, loss,

and the inexorable march of time on the bridge which has silently endured

through it all.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The inevitability of change despite human optimism

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life, let the poignant

realization from this chapter resonate within you: even in moments of

blissful optimism, change is an integral part of your journey. Just as

the townsfolk of Višegrad reveled in their bountiful summer, unaware

of the impending challenges, you too may find yourself engulfed in

comfort and security, only for circumstances to shift unexpectedly.

Embrace this awareness as a call to remain grounded and adaptable,

fostering resilience in the face of life's unpredictable twists. It reminds

you that while dreams may blossom under the sun, the shadows of

uncertainty are always looming, urging you to cherish each moment

and prepare for whatever may come next.
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Chapter 22 Summary: XXIII

### Chapter XXIII Summary

As the conflict escalated, movement across the bridge halted during the day

due to relentless bombardment. Civilians crossed freely when skirmishes

were minimal, but larger groups faced heavy fire from the artillery stationed

at Panos. Over time, residents grew accustomed to the rhythm of the

bombardment, organizing their tasks around the bursts of gunfire, while

Austrian howitzers continued to target troop movements and supply routes at

night.

Displaced families fled from their homes for safety, seeking refuge in

Mejdan or with relatives farther away. Unlike past tragedies that unified the

divided faiths in the town, this crisis intensified their separation; Turks

huddled in Muslim homes while Serbs took shelter with their own. Despite

sharing a common plight, their communal bonds frayed, leaving them to

cope with anxiety in isolation. The older generations attempted to lighten the

mood with humor and tales, but the weight of their misfortune rendered such

attempts futile.

Nights brought restless gatherings, filled with whispers of fear and guilt

about inadvertently signaling to enemies above. The town, once vibrant, now
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resembled a mourning household; those wishing to survive had to conceal

their presence, living as if already dead.

Among the displaced, Alihodja’s home transformed into a makeshift school

for children in war. Holding a mix of terror and old warrior instincts, the

�h�o�u�s�e�h�o�l�d� �w�a�s� �j�o�i�n�e�d� �b�y� �M�u�j�a�g�a� �M�u�t�a�p�d�ž�i���,� �a� �r�e�c�e�n�t� �a�r�r�i�v�a�l� �a�n�d� �s�e�a�s�o�n�e�d

figure marked by his turbulent past. Mujaga, a heavy-hearted man, carried

scars of migration from his childhood in Uzice during the Serbian uprising

against the Ottomans, and his subsequent flight across Bosnia to avoid

Christian rule. Following a pattern of displacement through the Balkan Wars,

he returned to the town of his youth, now engulfed by unexpected war once

again.

As Mujaga recounted his life’s trials to Alihodja, the devastation claiming

their lives crystallized into shared despair. Each man wrestled with the

futility of their plight while observing the serene valley below in stark

contrast to the chaos above. Their conversation, marked by poignant

reflections, was interrupted by the ominous cannon fire overhead, prompting

them to seek shelter.

Meanwhile, the Serbian houses around Mejdan were filled with dread but no

regrets, their occupants numbed into a state of shock, reminiscent of the fear

and hope generations felt during historic uprisings. The children from

families that endured past hardships listened intently to the present
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bombardments, uncertain of their meaning but ever hopeful that they would

move toward a brighter future.

In contrast, civilians in the marketplace were under threat, their normalcy

shattered as shops remained closed while their owners had vanished or

�b�e�c�o�m�e� �h�o�s�t�a�g�e�s�.� �P�a�v�l�e� �R�a�n�k�o�v�i���,� �a� �s�h�o�p� �o�w�n�e�r� �a�n�d� �h�o�s�t�a�g�e� �h�i�m�s�e�l�f�,

reflected on the futility of his life’s work, painfully aware that his countless

efforts now seemed irrelevant in the shadow of war. His existential dread

deepened with the oppressive heat and the oppressive reality of war; what

had once been his life now felt like a nightmare, ripe with regret and despair.

Amidst the turmoil, a regiment of German soldiers, lost and disoriented,

arrived to maintain order, their treatment of locals reflecting the chaos of the

times. A sergeant's violent reprimands and frantic pursuit of supplies further

revealed the disarray enveloping the town. With fearful citizens increasingly

evacuating, the bridge stood like a relic of past connection, poised for

destruction but still intact amid the larger war raging around it.

As the month passed under the constant threat of bombardment and

violence, complete evacuation soon commenced, leaving the town a hollow

shell filled with memories of a once peaceful life.
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Chapter 23 Summary: XXIV

In Chapter XXIV, as dawn breaks after a night of heavy rain, the Austrian

 forces successfully withdraw across the Drina River, leaving behind a

ghostly silence in the once vibrant market square. The atmosphere is laden

with an autumnal gloom as the remnants of war linger in the air. Alihodja,

an eccentric local shopkeeper and spiritual figure known as a hodja, is

confronted by gendarmes who warn him about the dangers of staying near

the bridge—an ominous sign reflecting the ongoing conflict.

Despite their warnings, Alihodja seeks solace in his shop, hoping to escape

the oppressive realities outside. Inside his dark, cluttered space, he finds a

brief moment of peace, feeling detached from the chaos of the world above.

His thoughts drift to the tranquility of prayer, but this solace is abruptly

shattered when an explosion rocks his shop, sending him into a state of

shock and unconsciousness. 

When he regains consciousness, he is surrounded by the aftermath of

destruction—his shop is in ruins, and a heavy stone has crashed through the

ceiling, likely from the blown-up bridge. The scene outside is one of

devastation; the bridge, once a symbol of connectivity, is now tragically

fragmented, cutting off the landscape. Alihodja reflects on the futility of war

and the loss of sacred structures that once stood as a testament to human

achievement.
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As he slowly makes his way home, burdened by the weight of this

destruction, Alihodja grapples with a deep sense of loss and despair, both for

his shop and for the cultural heritage associated with the bridge. Memories

of the bridge's maintenance come flooding back, revealing the fragility of

beauty in the face of human folly. Struggling to catch his breath and control

his heartbeat, Alihodja finds his thoughts oscillating between despair and a

flicker of hope that beauty and kindness might still exist in the world

elsewhere, away from the violence that has consumed his town.

In a poignant conclusion, Alihodja’s journey home becomes a metaphor for

the struggle between loss and resilience, as he longs for a return to normalcy

and peace, a yearning not just for physical safety but for the restoration of a

shared human dignity eroded by conflict. The chapter ends with his physical

distress mirroring the emotional turmoil wrought by the devastation

surrounding him, punctuated by a haunting sense of inevitability as he

grapples with the overwhelming impact of war on both personal and

communal levels.
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