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About the book

**The Color of Law** by Richard Rothstein is a groundbreaking

examination that exposes the hidden underpinnings of American society,

revealing how government policies systematically designed racial divisions

within urban landscapes. Rothstein meticulously deconstructs the myth that

de facto segregation in America was merely the product of personal choice

or private prejudice. Instead, he lays bare the disturbing truth of de jure

segregation, sanctioned and perpetuated by an array of federal, state, and

local government actions. By shining a light on the housing restrictions,

zoning laws, and economic barriers sculpted to favor white communities,

Rothstein urges readers to confront a damning legacy that continues to shape

inequality today. In this compelling narrative, he empowers readers to

recognize the layers of injustice woven into the very fabric of our

neighborhoods and challenges us to envision a path toward genuine equality.
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About the author

Richard Rothstein is a notable American author and scholar, widely

recognized for his significant contributions to the discourse on racial

inequality and public policy. A distinguished fellow of the Economic Policy

Institute and a senior fellow emeritus at the Thurgood Marshall Institute of

the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Rothstein has devoted much of his career

to exploring the nuances and complexities of educational and housing policy

in the United States. His reputation is built on a rigorous analytical

approach, thorough research, and an unyielding commitment to uncovering

the structural and systemic forces that perpetuate racial disparities. Through

his work, Rothstein has profoundly impacted public understanding of the

government's role in enforcing segregation and has become an essential

voice in advocating for policy reforms to address these deep-rooted issues.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Chapter 1

The chapter opens with A. Scott Fenney, a charismatic and ambitious

 lawyer, attempting to entertain a bar association audience with lawyer jokes,

which fail to amuse the crowd. Instead, these jokes serve as a springboard

for Scott to deliver a passionate speech about the nobility of the law

profession, urging his peers to consider whether they are truly benefiting

society or merely enriching themselves. He plays on themes of justice and

public perception while simultaneously campaigning to be the next president

of the Texas state bar.

Scott aims to balance his image as a lawyer fighting for justice, inspired by

the fictional Atticus Finch, with the pragmatic ambitions of a successful

corporate lawyer at the prestigious Ford Stevens LLP. The firm is known for

its significant financial success derived from high billing rates and a

relentless pursuit of profits, making Scott a wealthy man at just thirty-six

years old.

Later, the chapter shifts to Scott's professional life, where he manages the

firm’s summer clerkship program—a competitive endeavor attracting top

law students with promises of wealth, akin to a fraternity rush. As summer

begins, Scott impresses a new intern, Rob, with tales of career and financial

success, showcasing the transactional nature of his life where personal and

professional boundaries blur.
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Scott is soon interrupted by a pressing personal matter: his nine-year-old

daughter calls regarding the arrest of their family’s housekeeper's boyfriend

by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). Scott reassures his

daughter and the distraught housekeeper, Consuela, promising to manage the

situation and protect her from deportation, although it is apparent that he

hasn't prioritized this issue previously.

Returning to business, Scott meets with his principal client, Tom Dibrell, a

real-estate tycoon embroiled in a potential sexual harassment lawsuit. Scott

navigates Tom’s litigious affairs with skill, negotiating down a hefty

settlement demand by leveraging his connections and legal acumen.

The chapter concludes with Scott swinging a golf club in his office, a

metaphor for his seamless blend of strategic negotiation and leisure. He

reflects on his comfort handling both life's professional challenges and the

demanding clients who ensure his continued success. Behind the polished

veneer of enthusiasm and legal prowess, Scott is depicted as a man adept at

exploiting opportunities, unwavering in his pursuit of wealth and power.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Chapter 2

The chapter opens with A. Scott Fenney, a successful lawyer at the

 prestigious Ford Stevens law firm, reflecting on his career choice. He

compares lawyering to the competitive, confrontational nature of

football—his college sport—and revels in his life as a "winner" within the

corporate legal world.

Scott’s perfect day takes an unexpected turn when Judge Samuel Buford, a

senior federal judge renowned for his liberal rulings in conservative Dallas,

calls him with an unusual request. Buford wants Scott, known for his

eloquent speeches on justice and integrity, to defend Shawanda Jones, a

black prostitute accused of killing the son of a prominent senator. Despite

his reluctance, Scott is compelled by the judge’s insistence, his federal court

experience, and an unwelcome comparison to Atticus Finch, the emblematic

lawyer hero from "To Kill a Mockingbird."

Scott’s discomfort grows when he realizes the high-profile nature of the case

could bring negative publicity to the firm and potential repercussions with

future clients like the senator, who is a likely presidential contender. In a

state like Texas, where judges are beholden to campaign contributions,

avoiding controversy is paramount. Yet, Judge Buford, with his lifetime

appointment, is immune to such pressures, leaving Scott trapped.
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Returning home to his affluent neighborhood, Highland Park, the contrast

between his public obligations and personal life is stark. His wife, Rebecca,

is consumed with social climbing ambitions, leaving their precocious

daughter, Boo, largely without maternal attention. Their marriage, once

passionate, now feels transactional and distant, intensifying Scott’s sense of

isolation.

Despite his trepidation, Scott meets Shawanda Jones at the detention center.

She is a young woman ravaged by drug addiction, yet unyielding in

proclaiming her innocence in the murder of Clark McCall, the senator's son.

Her description of the night in question portrays a consensual encounter

turned violent, suggesting self-defense rather than premeditated murder.

However, the discovery of the murder weapon with her fingerprints

complicates her claim.

Scott, mindful of the firm’s financial interests and potential conflict with

prestigious clients, proposes hiring an inexpensive defense lawyer to handle

Shawanda's case—a practice once common before public defenders existed.

His senior partner, Dan Ford, endorses this idea, calculating the profitability

of redirecting Scott’s time to more lucrative corporate cases.

Scott contemplates this plan while acknowledging the systemic inequities

Shawanda faces—her drug addiction and daughter living alone in a

dangerous environment underscore her plight. Yet, his pragmatic approach to
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plea deals clashes with the harsh realities of Shawanda’s world.

Meanwhile, in a modest office in East Dallas, Bobby Herrin, a street lawyer,

represents those at society's margins. His practice, deeply ingrained in the

local community, offers a stark contrast to the polished world of Ford

Stevens. Despite his limited resources and unglamorous clientele, Herrin

remains a vital lifeline for the disenfranchised.

The chapter concludes with Scott navigating the moral complexities between

his privileged existence and the ethical obligations now thrust upon him,

hinting at an internal conflict that could redefine his and Shawanda’s future.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Taking a Stand Against Injustice

Critical Interpretation: You stand at a crossroads, where the

comfortable path of personal success diverges from the thorny route of

moral courage. This chapter highlights the inspiring truth that

confronting systemic injustice requires more than eloquent speeches

on integrity—it demands bold actions that break away from societal

norms. Reflect upon Scott Fenney's dilemma as a mirror to your life,

urging you to challenge inequities boldly rather than sidestepping

inconvenient truths for convenience or gain. Embrace the opportunity

to redefine your path, not with compromises that sustain injustice but

with choices that uphold the integrity and justice you'd wish for in the

world. Let it inspire you to be the catalyst of change, even when the

stakes are daunting, not just for yourself but for those whose voices go

unheard, much like Shawanda Jones. You have the potential to elevate

conversations around justice, fueled by an authentic drive for equity

beyond professional victories.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Chapter 3

Summary:

Bobby Herrin, an underpaid and underdressed lawyer, steps into the opulent

world of Dallas's elite for a lunch meeting at the posh Downtown Club. He

is there to reunite with Scott Fenney, a successful and affluent lawyer and

former best friend he hasn't seen in eleven years. Bobby reminisces about

their past: they grew up together, attended college and law school together,

and were inseparable until their career paths diverged. While Scott

flourished in a prestigious law firm, Bobby struggled with low-paying

criminal defense work.

During lunch, Bobby learns that Scott is involved in a high-profile case

involving Shawanda Jones, a black prostitute accused of murdering Clark

McCall, the son of a wealthy senator with presidential ambitions. Scott,

wanting to avoid the case's media spotlight, hopes to hand it off to Bobby,

offering him $50 an hour for his services. Bobby, though envious of Scott's

success, agrees to represent Shawanda, knowing it could provide some

much-needed income.

Scott is depicted as a man who has always been told he was special, from his

days as a football hero to his current status as a top lawyer. His wealth and
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good looks continue to affirm his belief in his exceptionalism. However, the

unexpected court appointment challenges him, threatening his carefully

curated image and lifestyle. Scott’s internal conflict is compounded by the

fact that he cannot easily extricate himself from representing Shawanda.

Meanwhile, the narrative delves into the world of Dallas high society and the

underpinning political machinations. The funeral of Clark McCall becomes

an event attended by political and business heavyweights, reflecting the

influence and aspirations of his father, Senator Mack McCall. Mack is a man

driven by wealth and the desire for power, willing to use any means to

protect his ambitions, including controlling Scott through private

investigation and legal maneuvering.

In court, Scott's attempt to transfer Shawanda's case to Bobby hits a

roadblock when Shawanda insists on keeping Scott as her lawyer, convinced

that his high status means he is the best chance to prove her innocence.

Despite Scott’s desire to shed the case, he is unable to do so and continues to

bear the responsibility, with Bobby assisting behind the scenes.

Scott's home life offers a glimpse into his personal priorities. His wife,

Rebecca, is primarily concerned about the impact of the case on Scott’s

income, while his daughter, Boo, is intrigued by her father's unexpected role

in criminal defense, sensing its historical importance.
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The tangled web of personal, professional, and societal relationships

intertwines with themes of loyalty, ambition, and justice, revealing the

pressures and power dynamics in the legal, political, and social fabric of

Dallas. Scott, trapped by his past decisions and the expectations of those

around him, must navigate the challenges of the high-stakes murder trial

while questioning his own values and the true meaning of success.
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Chapter 4: Chapter 4

In the sweltering heat of a Texas summer, life in Dallas continued

 uneventfully for most. Wealthier locals escaped to cooler climates, while

others relied on air conditioning and backyard pools. Scott Fenney, a

high-earning corporate lawyer, was embroiled in various challenges: billing

hours for affluent clients, while also reluctantly managing the pro bono

defense of Shawanda Jones, a black prostitute accused of murdering a

senator's son, Clark McCall. As the legal proceedings drag on, Jones remains

in custody, desperate to see her daughter, Pajamae, and succumbing to

heroin withdrawal. Despite his initial reluctance, Scott finds himself

nervously venturing into South Dallas to fetch Pajamae, exposing him to a

world far removed from his Highland Park bubble.

Scott’s experiences in South Dallas reveal a stark contrast between his

privileged life and the harsh realities faced by the less fortunate. He meets

Louis, a large, intimidating man who acts as a chaperone during his visit.

After encountering Pajamae, Scott is struck by both her vulnerability and the

evident love between her and Shawanda, despite Shawanda’s situation.

Complicating matters further, Scott is pressured by his law firm's senior

partner, Dan Ford, who maintains connections with Senator Mack McCall,

Clark's powerful and affluent father. McCall is determined to shield his

family's reputation from further damage. This leads to clandestine moves
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involving the suppression of evidence that could exonerate Shawanda,

revealing Clark McCall's violent past, including unreported assaults

influenced by his father’s hush money. 

The tension escalates as Scott balances Shawanda's defense or succumbing

to McCall’s pressure to ensure future lucrative connections with the political

elite, which leaves Scott’s ethical stance increasingly conflicted.

Simultaneously, Scott’s household is shaken by Pajamae’s arrival. His wife,

Rebecca, resents the intrusion, fearing it might threaten their cushy Highland

Park lifestyle. Her aspirations are tied to Scott’s success and the affluent life

it provides, leading to heated debates within the family. Rebecca recalls her

ambition to secure a better life than her upbringing, using her beauty

strategically to navigate social hierarchies and solidify her status.

The juxtaposition of Rebecca’s high society struggles and Pajamae’s

resilience in a challenging environment underscores the narrative's central

themes: disparity between classes and the moral ambiguities that individuals

like Scott face in bridging two worlds. The Fourth of July party further

highlights these themes. As Scott hosts at his luxurious Highland Park home,

the stark contrast between his life and Pajamae’s former world becomes

more evident. Rebecca's lurking insecurities about aging and status in the

competitive social sphere of Highland Park only add to the tension, with the

looming possibility of losing everything if Scott’s career falters due to his
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unorthodox legal decision-making.

Scott's internal conflict crescendos as he contemplates the implications of

standing up for the truth against the pressure of high stakes alliances with the

political elite, thereby ultimately questioning what kind of lawyer, and man,

he truly wants to be.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Chapter 5

In this segment of the story, we follow Scott Fenney, a successful lawyer

 with a seemingly perfect life that is starting to unravel due to his

involvement in a high-profile criminal case. The narrative begins with

Bobby Herrin, a lawyer helping his favorite waiter, Carlos Hernandez, who

is facing severe drug charges. Bobby attempts to negotiate a plea deal with

Ray Burns, the Assistant U.S. Attorney, only to uncover the tangled web of

political strings still connected to his current client, Shawanda Jones.

Shawanda is facing serious charges for allegedly murdering Clark McCall,

who happens to be the troubled son of a powerful U.S. senator, Mack

McCall.

Throughout the chapter, we see Scott acting as Shawanda’s lawyer and

grappling with the political pressures to bury evidence of Clark McCall's

past misdeeds, which includes rape and violence against women. Despite

political and professional pressure from figures such as Dan Ford, his senior

partner who has longstanding ties with Mack McCall, Scott struggles with

the ethical implications. His legal and moral obligations are put to the test as

these decisions will not only have professional consequences but will impact

the lives of Shawanda and her daughter, Pajamae, who has found temporary

shelter under Scott's roof.

The tension rises when Scott begins to feel the retaliation from Mack
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McCall’s camp for not caving to their pressures. McCall sets off a series of

retaliations against Scott's personal and professional life—including the

deportation of his beloved maid, Consuela, and the revocation of his

memberships in various prestigious clubs. Despite these pressures, Scott

contemplates deeply about his actions and the kind of lawyer and person he

wants to be. The narrative paints a vivid contrast between Scott's life at

home and his career, drawing a poignant parallel to his past idealistic

aspirations inspired by Atticus Finch, the lawyer from "To Kill a

Mockingbird," with his current reality.

In an emotional juxtaposition of Scott's personal and professional worlds, we

see glimpses of empathy and personal connection as he contemplates the

consequences of his choices not only for himself but for others around him.

His bond with Pajamae Jones, who represents the vulnerable side of his case,

challenges the counsel from Dan Ford who advocates for the interests of

powerful clients. In a telling moment, Scott hears from Hannah Steele, a

victim silenced by the McCall family's wealth and influence, thereby

reinforcing the sinister layout of power dynamics Scott must navigate.

As events cascade, Scott's daughter Boo’s innocence and her expectations

from her father push him further to reckon with his choices. The discussions

about wills and the potential of what would happen if Scott or Shawanda

passed away encapsulate the simple and poignant fears of the children,

further bringing into question Scott’s moral obligations toward his clients
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and his own family. In the end, Scott’s sense of justice and personal integrity

propels him to defy Mack McCall's wrath, stating decisively that he will not

betray Shawanda, and by extension, Pajamae. 

Despite the personal costs and the unraveling of the life he has built, Scott

pursues the truth, choosing to protect Shawanda against a flawed and biased

system, emblematic of the critical choices lawyers often face, balancing the

scales of justice against personal and professional loss.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Standing for justice even amidst personal loss

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 5 of 'The Color of Law,' you witness

Scott Fenney's profound internal struggle as he chooses to stand by

Shawanda Jones—an individual persecuted by a powerful political

family—despite the personal losses he incurs as a result. This pivotal

moment of unwavering integrity serves as a potent reminder and

inspiration in your own life. You learn the invaluable lesson that

sometimes, the pursuit of justice and staying true to one’s ethical

compass can be worth more than any material or social accolades. In

deciding to protect Shawanda against a biased system, Scott

demonstrates that genuine fulfillment comes from aligning actions

with deeper moral convictions, even when faced with profound

personal and professional sacrifices. His journey inspires you to

courageously navigate through ethical dilemmas, prioritizing empathy

and truth above societal pressures or personal gains, ultimately

shaping you into a more conscientious and empathetic individual,

committed to standing firm in your convictions.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Chapter 6

In this chapter, Scott Fenney finds himself entangled in a web of personal

 and professional turmoil resulting from his involvement in a high-profile

murder case. Scott's troubles begin when he accepts a court appointment to

defend Shawanda Jones, a woman accused of murdering Clark McCall, the

son of a wealthy and powerful politician, Senator Mack McCall.

The chapter opens with Scott discussing Mack's vindictive nature with his

colleague, Dan Ford. Although Dan acknowledges Mack's dangerous

influence, he emphasizes the necessity of maintaining a friendly relationship

due to Mack's impending rise to the presidency. However, Scott rejects this

pragmatic approach, offended by Mack's harsh actions, such as the unethical

deportation of Scott's maid, Consuela, as a form of pressure.

As the chapter progresses, Scott is informed of his own financial difficulties.

His extensive debts and dwindling savings become apparent, exacerbated by

an unexpected demand from the IRS for unpaid taxes related to Consuela.

His personal and professional stability teeters on the brink of collapse as

Mack orchestrates a series of attacks designed to ruin Scott's reputation,

from rescinding his country club memberships to leveraging influence over

Scott's clients.

Despite these pressures, Scott remains resolved to provide Shawanda with a
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competent defense, arguing that important evidence of Clark's history of

violence and racism should be presented at trial. This decision leads to a

pivotal television interview where Scott exposes Mack McCall's efforts to

suppress the truth and the misdeeds of his son. The broadcast sensationally

draws public attention to the case, but Scott's professional network begins to

unravel, with the loss of his biggest client, Tom Dibrell, who confirms that

Mack's influence was behind his decision.

Following the interview, Scott is fired from his law firm by Dan Ford, his

mentor and a father figure, who prioritizes the firm's interests and reputation

over Scott's principled stance. This professional severance leaves Scott

questioning his identity and future, having always defined himself through

his legal career and high-profile client relationships.

Adding to his troubles, Scott's wife, Rebecca, devastated by the public

scandal and their diminishing social status, chooses to leave him for a new

life with their golf club's assistant golf pro. This personal loss further

intensifies Scott's emotional turmoil and prompts reflection on his

motivations: his desire to do what's right versus the consequences he didn't

fully anticipate.

The climax involves a tense encounter with one of Mack's operatives,

Delroy, who has been tailing Scott's daughter and Pajamae, Shawanda's

daughter. The confrontation culminates with Scott violently deterring
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Delroy's intimidation attempt, showcasing his protective instinct and

unwavering resolve to shield his family.

As the evening closes, Scott grapples with his new reality. The confrontation

with Mack McCall has cost him almost everything he valued—his career,

wealth, and marriage. Yet, among the ruins of his life, Scott finds some

solace in having exposed Mack's true nature and embracing his role as a

defender of justice. With the support of his daughter, Boo, and Pajamae,

Scott faces a transformative period, determined to rise again despite his

setbacks.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Chapter 7

In the sweltering heat of a Dallas August, when the oppressive weather

 seems to mirror the turmoil in his personal life, Scott Fenney finds himself

navigating a series of rapidly unfolding challenges. His life, recently

upended by financial and familial disruptions, is now further complicated by

a high-stakes legal case involving Shawanda Jones, a heroin-addicted

prostitute accused of murder. With his trophy wife Rebecca having left him

for a golf pro, the repossession of his luxurious possessions, and the prospect

of losing his Highland Park home, Scott's once-perfect world is crumbling.

As Scott attempts to cope with these pressures, he takes refuge in his daily

routines and relationships with those around him, including his daughter

Boo, her friend Pajamae, and his former law school colleague, Bobby.

Together, they inhabit a Highland Park mansion now deemed too

extravagant for Scott's dwindling resources, their lives intertwined by shared

struggles and an undercurrent of resilience.

Despite his initial reluctance, Scott is determined to see Shawanda's case

through, driven by a sense of duty, compassion for her and her daughter

Pajamae, and the tarnishing of his own reputation. As the trial approaches,

with the threat of a possible death sentence hanging over Shawanda, Scott is

deeply aware of the stakes: his ability to provide Shawanda with a robust

defense is her only chance at avoiding the harshest of outcomes.
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Meanwhile, the community around Scott reflects the complex tapestry of

socio-economic and racial tensions, particularly highlighted in interactions

with figures like Big Charlie, a former football teammate, and Louis, Scott's

bodyguard and confidant. Through these relationships, Scott gains insights

into the broader implications of his actions and the biases entrenched in the

society he inhabits.

A confrontational meeting with Judge Buford reinforces to Scott the gravity

of his responsibility. The trial is not just a test of his legal abilities but a

moral challenge to stand for justice in a deeply flawed system. As memories

of his past—his athletic glory days, his ambitious rise in the legal world, and

his gradual moral complacency—surface, Scott grapples with what truly

defines a meaningful life.

In the end, Judge Buford's faith in Scott and Scott's self-realization converge

in a commitment to champion Shawanda's case with sincerity and vigor.

This commitment is emblematic of Scott's journey toward redemption,

reflecting his reawakened sense of purpose and desire to live up to his late

mother's wisdom and expectations. The chapter concludes with Scott poised

for transformation, ready not only to confront the legal challenges before

him but also to rebuild his life on foundations of integrity and empathy.
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Chapter 8: Chapter 8

The narrative begins with an unexpected event in Highland Park, where a

 high-end yard sale attracts residents eager to acquire luxurious items at

bargain prices. Scott Fenney, facing relocation, conducts the sale with the

assistance of his daughter, Boo, and Pajamae, a spirited young girl from

South Dallas. The sale offers a glimpse into the community's underlying

fascination with luxury and the universal appeal of a good deal, transcending

social and economic divides. Characters like Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Smythe, and

Penny Birnbaum bring humor and subtle social commentary through their

interactions with Pajamae, highlighting the cultural clashes and

preconceptions present in such an affluent neighborhood.

Amidst this suburban spectacle, Scott also navigates the complexities of an

impending legal battle. His world is poised on the edge of chaos as he

prepares to defend Shawanda Jones, a woman accused of murdering Clark

McCall, son of a powerful senator. The scrutiny of such a high-profile case

is palpable, underscored by the circus of media and public attention that

awaits them outside the courthouse. Despite the evidence and societal biases

stacked against Shawanda, Scott remains determined to provide her a fair

defense, showcasing his evolution from a high-powered attorney to one

more in tune with justice and redemption.

The story shifts to the poignant story of Hannah Steele, a woman whose
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trauma at the hands of Clark McCall becomes central to the defense. While

hesitant and fearful, her role is crucial, reminding readers of the deep-seated

impact of violence and the emotional hurdles victims endure even after the

crime. Her potential testimony could vindicate Shawanda, yet uncertainty

looms as powerful forces maneuver to suppress her story.

As the trial unfolds, Scott and his legal team face formidable challenges. The

courtroom dynamics reveal the stark reality of the legal system, where truth

often battles against the polished narratives crafted by both prosecution and

defense. Scott and Bobby work tirelessly, navigating the intricacies of voir

dire, aiming to connect with jurors on a human level despite the procedural

burdens and biases inherent in the legal process.

Within this tapestry of legal machinations and personal upheavals,

characters evolve. Scott, once an emblem of ambition, finds himself

re-evaluating his life choices and ethics in the shadow of the courtroom

drama. His journey is mirrored by the innocence of Boo and Pajamae, who

offer glimpses of unfiltered truth and hope amidst the adult world’s

complexities.

As the narrative weaves through themes of justice, redemption, and human

connection, it underscores the notion that sometimes, in seeking to save

others, one ends up finding oneself. Scott's struggle is not just about saving

Shawanda, but also about reclaiming his integrity and purpose in a world rife
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with inequity and challenge.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Chapter 9

In the following chapter, the intricacies of the trial involving Shawanda

 Jones, accused of murdering Clark McCall, are laid bare. Scott, the lawyer

defending Shawanda, and two girls, Pajamae and Boo, make a notable

entrance into the federal building, catching the attention of the media

without the usual commotion. Their attire has been carefully selected by

Boo, underscoring their desire to make a positive impression as they attend

the courtroom session.

The trial progresses with the prosecution presenting a strong case against

Shawanda. An FBI agent testifies about the evidence collected from

Shawanda's apartment, including heroin packets, clothing, money, and a

wig. He also recounts Shawanda's admission of being with Clark the night

before his murder, which complicates her defense. Despite this, the agent

confirms that Shawanda did not act like a murderer during her arrest.

In a challenging cross-examination, Scott attempts to cast doubt on the

certainty of Shawanda's guilt, pointing out discrepancies in the handling and

composition of her written statement and her apparent ignorance of Clark

McCall's identity at the time of arrest. However, the evidence against

Shawanda, particularly linking her fingerprints to the murder weapon and

the presence of her wig at the crime scene, seems damning.
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The trial's tension escalates as FBI forensic experts and a medical examiner

draw connections between the physical evidence and Shawanda's alleged

crime. Key details about the murder, such as the angle of the bullet and the

positioning of the victim, paint a vivid picture of the crime. Moreover, a

compelling case about the murder weapon, a .22-caliber pistol, being fired

by a right-handed individual is laid out.

During a break, the group discusses the importance of presenting an

alternative narrative that challenges the assumption of Shawanda's guilt.

Scott, with newfound determination, hones in on a previously overlooked

detail—Shawanda is left-handed. This revelation provides a pivotal turning

point, suggesting that a right-handed individual must have committed the

murder.

Shawanda takes the stand, presenting her background and narrating her

tumultuous past, including her struggles with addiction and prostitution. She

recounts her encounter with Clark McCall, describing a violent altercation in

which she defended herself and fled, leaving him alive. Despite the

prosecution’s aggressive cross-examination, Shawanda steadfastly maintains

her innocence.

Meanwhile, Scott's strategy involves calling new witnesses. He confronts

Senator McCall, Clark’s father, about his son’s troubled past, including

allegations of rape and the payments made to silence victims. This testimony
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hints at motives for ensuring negative publicity about Clark was kept under

wraps, tying the senator to a potential cover-up.

Scott then turns his attention to Delroy Lund, Senator McCall’s bodyguard,

who is portrayed as a ruthless character with a history of violence in law

enforcement. Under pressure, Delroy admits to being in Dallas at the time of

the murder, contradicting his earlier statements. Through a skillful

cross-examination, Scott suggests Delroy was sent to manage Clark's

misbehavior and prevent any scandals that could derail the senator's

ambitions. As evidence mounts against Delroy, Scott proposes that he acted

to protect the senator by silencing his troubled son, though Delroy refuses to

confess.

The chapter concludes with Scott and his team preparing for the trial's next

phase, aware that they have successfully cast doubt on Shawanda's guilt and

shifted suspicion onto Delroy. The closing arguments loom ahead, and the

focus remains on presenting a compelling narrative that exonerates

Shawanda, revealing the complexities of justice and power.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Chapter 10

In the courtroom, Scott Fenney, once a lawyer focused on wealth, stands

 before a diverse jury in Dallas, Texas. He's representing Shawanda Jones, a

black woman accused of murder. Scott recalls how his mother admired

Atticus Finch, the moral hero of "To Kill a Mockingbird," and always

encouraged him to embody Atticus's principles of justice and integrity.

However, Scott realizes that he has strayed from this path, prioritizing

money over justice—an echo of the societal shift where the "color of law"

has turned into the color of money.

He passionately argues Shawanda's innocence by drawing parallels to

Atticus Finch’s defense of Tom Robinson, an African American falsely

accused of a crime in a racially prejudiced time. Scott explains that just as

Tom Robinson was innocent of the charges against him, Shawanda is

innocent as well, being left-handed while the murderer was right-handed. He

implores the jury to deliver a verdict based on truth and justice, not

influenced by race, urging them to write a new ending where justice prevails

over racial prejudice.

As the case concludes, Scott reflects on his previous legal career, where

winning cases, making money, and defeating opposing lawyers were his

main goals—an approach that felt more like playing a game. This case,

however, is different. It's about Shawanda's life, not money, and Scott's
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transformation is clear as he seeks to make his mother proud by standing for

justice. The jury verdict finds Shawanda Jones not guilty, prompting an

emotional reaction from her and those around her. Her freedom brings a

sense of justice achieved and provides a hopeful narrative.

Outside the courtroom, Scott is approached by Dan Ford, who offers him a

chance to return to his lucrative old life at the law firm, but Scott rejects it,

having realized that he no longer fits that mold. Another encounter with

Harry Hankin, a divorce lawyer, informs Scott of his own forthcoming

divorce, as his wife has left him. Despite the pain of the news, it is tempered

by the fact that his wife does not seek custody of their daughter, Boo.

The day ends with Scott deciding to open a new firm with Bobby, a friend,

and offering Shawanda a job to help her get out of her troubled past. The

chapter closes with a heartwarming scene: Scott, Shawanda, and their

children laughing and enjoying life, while Scott's housekeeper Consuela has

unexpectedly received her green card, granting her the freedom to stay with

her cherished "familia." Ultimately, Scott’s journey comes full circle as he

finds fulfillment in upholding justice and creating a life aligned with his

values, proving to his daughter Boo that there can indeed be happy endings

in real life.
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