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About the book

In "The Devil in Pew Number Seven," Rebecca Nichols Alonzo takes

readers on a harrowing journey through the contrasting realms of faith and

betrayal, set against the backdrop of a small-town church that becomes a

battleground for the darkest human emotions. As Alonzo recounts her

childhood experiences growing up as the daughter of a pastor, the narrative

unfolds a chilling tale of obsession and violence that disrupts the sanctity of

worship and family life. With gripping honesty and unflinching courage, she

reveals how a single act of cruelty can fracture a community and reshape a

family forever. This compelling memoir invites readers not only to bear

witness to her struggle for healing and forgiveness but also to reflect on the

profound impact of choice, love, and redemption in the face of

overwhelming darkness.
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About the author

Rebecca Nichols Alonzo is a compelling author and speaker, best known for

her memoir, "The Devil in Pew Number Seven," which chronicles her

harrowing childhood experiences growing up in a family plagued by a

vicious church conflict and the relentless persecution that followed. Raised

in a devout Christian environment, Alonzo's life took a dramatic turn when

her father, a pastor, became the target of a brutal campaign that would leave

profound scars on her family. With a degree in elementary education and a

passion for writing, Alonzo blends her narrative of personal trauma with

themes of faith, forgiveness, and resilience, compelling readers to confront

the darkness that can exist within religious communities. Her story has

resonated with many, inspiring discussions about the impact of faith and the

importance of compassion in the face of adversity.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Walking, Crawling, Dead or Alive

Chapter 1 Summary: Walking, Crawling, Dead or Alive

In the opening chapter, we meet a young girl whose desperate flight unfolds

against a backdrop of chaos and fear. Barefoot and running down a deserted

country road, she experiences the agony of the sun-baked pavement beneath

her feet, racing against an unseen threat that lurks in her home. Her father's

simple, yet heavy request—to be brave and seek help—echoes in her mind.

However, the reality is far more terrifying, as an armed intruder has taken

refuge in her house with two hostages.

The girl grapples with her fear as she recalls her father's bloodstained shirt

and the anguish in his eyes. He has always been her protector, a strong

ex-Navy man who now lies vulnerable and helpless, unable to defend

himself from the threat. This stark contrast between his strength and his

current state spurs her resolve to act, despite her overwhelming fear.

She remains momentarily frozen under the kitchen table, her hideout and

sanctuary, as she contemplates how to escape without alerting the gunman.

The smell of sulfur from gunfire hangs in the air, heightening her sense of

danger. Steeling herself, she crawls out and makes her way to the storm

door, carefully opening it and stepping into the uncertain world outside.
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Once free, she rushes down her driveway, driven by the urgency to find help

for her parents and to flee the dire situation that has unfolded in her home.

Vivid images of the horrifying events replay in her mind, underscoring her

instinct to survive and escape the evil that seems to haunt her family's life,

embodied by ominous letters, menacing calls, and gunshots.

Through her perspective, we experience not only the immediate peril but

also the deeper implications of living under constant threat, setting the stage

for the harrowing journey ahead. As she races down the road, she embodies

both innocence and desperation—an innocent child thrust into a nightmarish

reality, determined to save her family. But, as she acknowledges, this is only

the beginning of a much larger and more complex story.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Once upon a Dream

Chapter 2: Once upon a Dream

In the winter of 1963, Bogalusa, Louisiana, transformed into a picturesque

snow-covered landscape. Amidst the festive holiday decorations,

twenty-seven-year-old Ramona Welch faced an emotional struggle unlike

the joyous celebrations around her. Despite her successful career as a

bookkeeper, Ramona felt the burden of loneliness heavier than the Christmas

snow. Most of her friends were married, while she remained single and

living with her parents, alongside her recently divorced sister and her young

nephew, Stevie. A hopeful dreamer, Ramona longed for companionship,

praying for a preacher to marry—a desire that felt increasingly distant.

As New Year’s Eve approached, Ramona found herself trapped at home due

to a relentless snowstorm, missing the typical festivities. Isolated and

despondent, she ventured outside to create a life-size snowman, a temporary

companion that only accentuated her loneliness. When the snowman melted

days later, her yearning for a more enduring love intensified.

The bleakness of her situation prompted her to seek solace in music at the

nearby Warren Street Church of God, where she served as the organist. One

day, while practicing, a handsome stranger entered—Robert Nichols, an
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evangelist from Mobile, Alabama. With broad shoulders and warm brown

eyes, he captivated Ramona immediately. Their brief conversation revealed

mutual interest, igniting hope in Ramona's heart, especially when she

noticed he wasn’t wearing a wedding ring.

As revival meetings kicked off, Ramona was often overshadowed by her

desire for Robert’s attention. Despite the warmth she felt towards him,

Robert seemed focused on his preaching and maintaining a respectful

distance. Weeks passed, filled with excitement and uncertainty, as Ramona

confided in her mother about her growing affections while also grappling

with self-doubt about her appearance.

Fifteen days after their initial encounter, Robert surprised her by inviting her

for coffee, a moment that promised more than just a casual outing. They

connected over shared experiences of heartbreak and past marriages,

revealing their vulnerability in a way that deepened their bond. Their

clandestine meetings continued throughout the revival, culminating in a

wedding announcement—a joyful confirmation of their love.

After their wedding on February 11, 1964, Ramona and Robert settled into

their first home, a modest trailer, grateful for the love they shared. Over the

next six years, they traveled extensively for Robert’s ministry, living in

motels and serving as missionaries to Native Americans in Oklahoma. Life

was challenging, often marked by financial hardship, but Ramona's
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unwavering optimism and resourcefulness shone through.

Yet, despite their deep love and devotion, Ramona faced the heartbreaking

reality of infertility. Diagnosed with endometriosis, her dreams of

motherhood seemed to slip away. After consulting several doctors, the grim

realities were clear; she would likely not bear children. The painful news

weighed heavily on her, shattering her fantasies of a growing family.

While grappling with despair, Ramona clung to hope that divine intervention

might still change her fate. She prayed fervently for a miracle. Then, one

morning, feeling unusually ill, she discovered she was pregnant—an

unexpected blessing that reignited her joy and anticipation for the future.

However, an unfortunate accident during her pregnancy led to profound

heartbreak. A painful fall caused a miscarriage, and despite the medical

support they received, Ramona was left devastated by the loss of the baby

they had longed for. Their hopes were crushed, leaving a profound

emptiness that seemed impossible to fill.

To escape the painful memories and start anew, they relocated to Mobile,

where they found a picturesque home available for rent. Nestled among tall

trees and surrounded by nature, this new environment offered a chance for

healing. Ramona and Robert hoped to rebuild their lives, trusting that God

might bless them once more, as they had experienced His miraculous love
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before.

Through trials and tribulations, their unwavering faith and commitment to

each other remained constants, guiding them through the darkest days

toward the light of hope and love that awaited them.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Shotgun Justice in Sellerstown

### Chapter 3 Summary: Shotgun Justice in Sellerstown

As the autumn leaves carpet the forest floor, Daddy and Momma take solace

in nature during a healing walk, grappling with the pain of losing their

unborn child six months prior. This shared grief prompts deeper reflections

on faith, hope, and God’s role in their struggles. Momma questions whether

she can trust God for another chance at motherhood, while Daddy wrestles

with his anger and guilt, having felt powerless to prevent the miscarriage.

His past experiences of faith and transformation after a tumultuous youth in

bars and brawls drive him to seek purpose amid sorrow. Resolved to preach

the gospel again, he senses a holy calling manifesting within him, and both

parents yearn to return to the ministry as they regain strength.

In the summer of 1969, a clear prompting from God urges Daddy to reenter

the ministry, leading to a life-changing trip to Montgomery, Alabama.

However, when Momma falls mysteriously ill, hope is replaced with fear

until a doctor reveals she is pregnant again. Eager to embrace this blessing,

they embark on a journey to Lumberton, North Carolina. Although Momma

once feared for her ability to carry a child again, her renewed pregnancy fills

her with hope for the future.
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While in Lumberton, Daddy passionately preaches at a local church, igniting

interest among ministers who encourage him to spread the gospel further

afield. This results in revival services being scheduled in nearby

Sellerstown, an unincorporated community established by the Sellers family

generations ago. The locals, tightly knit and largely related, embody the

resilience of rural life, though not without their own complexities, as

evidenced by Willie Sellers—a volatile service station owner known for his

explosive temper.

As Daddy and Momma arrive in Sellerstown, they encounter the

community's warm hospitality, led by Reverend Lonzie Sellers, who

occupies the pulpit temporarily. As they build connections with local

families, their desire to settle down and build a future filled with family and

community deepens. They embrace the opportunity to take over the church,

and after much prayer and deliberation, they accept a pastorate, eager to put

down roots in a place rich with potential.

The emotional culmination of this chapter arrives on Thanksgiving Day

1969, when the Nichols family moves into the parsonage amid a welcoming

celebration. However, beneath the joyful surface lurks anticipations of

challenges ahead, notably hinted at by the presence of a guest who will soon

betray Daddy’s trust, foreshadowing conflict within this seemingly idyllic

community.
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Chapter 4: The Devil’s in Pew Number Seven

### Chapter 4: The Devil’s in Pew Number Seven

The chapter opens with an intense recollection of Rebecca Lorraine

Nichols's dramatic entry into the world on April 26, 1970. Her arrival at

Southeastern General Hospital is marked by her mother’s overwhelming joy,

as Rebecca is seen as an answer to many prayers and a fulfillment of hopes.

Momma had always planned a nurturing upbringing for her daughter,

including lessons on music, modesty, and faith. She penned a heartfelt letter

to Rebecca even before her birth, expressing anticipation, gratitude, and

vows to instill a strong moral compass grounded in love for God.

The early months of Rebecca’s life are idyllic, with her parents, particularly

her mother, relishing in domestic bliss and the support of their church

community. Their world, however, begins to shift dramatically when a

late-night phone call disrupts their peace. 

This rotary phone, a relic of the past, serves as a symbol of communication

in a simpler time but also becomes a harbinger of trouble. Rebecca’s father,

Daddy, a local pastor known for his dedication to the church and the

community, answers the phone expecting a routine call. Instead, he receives

a vague threat from an anonymous caller, leaving him puzzled and anxious.
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The call shatters the facade of harmony within their lives and raises

questions about who could harbor such hostility towards their family.

As Daddy reflects on the nature of the threat, he considers whether it could

be a prank or if there is a deeper, darker motive behind it. Despite his kind

interactions in Sellerstown, he cannot shake the feeling that this call is the

first ripple in a storm of retaliation against the changes he has implemented

at his church, particularly against a powerful member, Mr. Horry James

Watts.

Mr. Watts, the local businessman known for his impressive public persona,

is depicted as a manipulative figure with a controlling grip over the

community's affairs. Once a supporter of the church, Watts has felt

undermined since Daddy's arrival and the changes he brought, particularly in

empowering congregation members and removing Watts’s influence over

church decision-making. This power struggle foreshadows escalating

tensions between Daddy and Watts.

As the chapter progresses, the chilling nature of the threats escalates. Further

anonymous calls flood their home, designed to instill fear. A disturbing

letter arrives just before Christmas, accusing Mama of dishonesty and

criticizing her character. More threats follow, hinting at violence that would

drive the family away—"crawling or walking, running or riding, dead or

alive." 
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The climax of Booker’s race for stability comes when Rebecca’s family

returns from a holiday trip, only to find their home had been vandalized.

They uncover grim realities—fifty gallons of water have been poured into

their heating fuel, the phone is destroyed, and their water supply has been

contaminated. From the shattered window to the chilling evidence of a

deliberate act of terror, it becomes clear that their family has been targeted in

a calculated campaign of intimidation.

Rebecca’s young world, once enveloped in warmth and community, is thrust

into a looming shadow of fear and hostility. The chapter concludes with the

haunting question: who is behind this malevolence, and what will happen

next? As the family grapples with the implications of their newfound

vulnerability, the promise of a hopeful future appears dimmed, paving the

way for conflict that will challenge their faith and resolve.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Under Siege

### Chapter 5 Summary: Under Siege

The events of Saturday, August 17, 1974, unfold against a backdrop of a

light rainstorm and a mysterious fog that envelops Sellerstown, North

Carolina. Although the narrator, a four-year-old girl, does not possess an

innate awareness of meteorological patterns, she recalls this particular night

vividly; it serves as a grim precursor to a life-altering crisis that will soon

strike her family.

As the night settles in, the family engages in their typical Saturday evening

routines. The narrator's father, a dedicated pastor, prepares for his sermon,

while his wife, the narrator's mother, juggles the challenges of parenting and

a household in anticipation of Sunday service. The warmth of family life and

their loving home is contrasted against a sinister undercurrent: they are being

targeted by a vengeful neighbor, Mr. Watts, who has been harboring

resentment toward them.

Unbeknownst to the family, Mr. Watts has plotted a vicious attack. As they

sleep, he and an accomplice cut their phone line, disable their vehicles, and

prepare explosives just outside the home. The tension builds as the chapter

describes how the attackers methodically sabotage their defenses, illustrating
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the depth of their malice.

At 4:30 a.m. on August 18, a deafening explosion jolts the family awake.

The narrator cries out for her father in fear, and he rushes to protect her and

her mother. They quickly realize their perilous situation as they assess the

damage inflicted upon their home from the blast. The explosion sends

shockwaves throughout the community as law enforcement arrives to

investigate the crime, highlighting the fear that now permeates the

neighborhood. 

Despite the terror and damage, the narrator’s father chooses to confront the

crisis faith-driven, recalling scripture to reassure his family and community.

He delivers a sermon that morning, characterized by both vulnerability and

strength, as he grapples with the fallout of the attack and the looming threat

of further harassment.

As the chapter progresses, the mental and emotional toll on the family

becomes evident. The once-charmed life of the narrator is overshadowed by

anxiety stemming from the attack. Her father’s resolve to remain steadfast in

his faith and duty undergirds the family's resilience, but their peace remains

fragile.

Eventually, community support pours in, rallying around the family, even as

the shadow of Mr. Watts looms larger. The pastor's unwavering dedication
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solidifies his position in the town, inciting further jealousy and rage in his

antagonist. It becomes clear that the trajectory of their lives has shifted

dramatically; what was once a simple life is now entangled in a struggle for

safety and dignity against a relentless adversary.

The chapter ends with an ominous hint as the family prepares to celebrate

the Christmas season. The pervasive fear experienced by the narrator

intensifies as she expresses her dread about her father's upcoming

missionary trip. This foreshadows that danger is not yet behind them, and

the struggle with Mr. Watts is far from over. The chapter encapsulates

themes of resilience, faith, family bonds, and the harsh intrusion of violence

into a peaceful life, setting the stage for the challenges that lie ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of steadfastness in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: When life overwhelms you with challenges,

just like the pastor who faced a devastating attack on his family yet

stood firm in his faith, you too can find strength within. This chapter

teaches you that no matter how dark the circumstances become,

embracing resilience and relying on your inner beliefs can guide you

through the storm. It's a powerful reminder that confronting fear with

courage can inspire not only your own journey but also uplift those

around you. Just like the community rallied together, you have the

power to stand strong, drawing support from faith and love, and

ultimately transforming moments of crisis into opportunities for

growth and solidarity.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep

Chapter 6 Summary: Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep

As night fell on a chilly December evening in Sellerstown, two men, Mr.

Watts and his accomplice, stealthily approached the Nichols home. With no

security measures in place, and a puppy barely capable of barking, they

slashed the phone line and sabotaged a light before taking up position in a

nearby soybean field, owned by Mr. Watts’s brother-in-law Bud Sellers. This

tension-filled atmosphere contrasted sharply with the joyous Christmas

caroling happening inside the house, where the Nichols family celebrated

with friends.

The tranquility of Sellerstown, which lacked the ambient noises of suburbia,

was shattered when Mr. Watts ignited dynamite placed near the home. The

explosion was deafening, leaving the Nichols family—along with the Sellers

children—screaming in terror as they sought the safety of their parents’

arms. In the ensuing chaos, Daddy ventured into the darkness to call for

help, while Deputy Sheriff Bill Smith and Detective George Dudley arrived

to assess the damage, confirming that while the house was structurally intact,

the emotional toll on the family was profound.

The next day, as Detective Dudley continued his investigation, Mr. Watts
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confronted Daddy, absurdly questioning the legality of using dynamite on

one's own property. Despite the provocation, Daddy maintained his

composure, reflecting his deep-rooted faith and commitment to responding

to hostility with love and forgiveness. This principle of loving one’s

enemies, derived from biblical teaching, was central to Daddy’s character

and set him apart in the face of intimidation.

A reporter from the Fayetteville Times, Larry Cheek, arrived to cover the

escalating conflict. Through an honest exchange, Daddy articulated the

adherence to peace despite the hostile actions surrounding them. He

expressed that the church would remain steadfast despite the threats,

emphasizing a shepherd's commitment to his flock. Cheek’s coverage

brought increased media attention to their plight, sparking community

discussion, often accompanied by backlash and negative stereotyping of

Sellerstown.

Seeking to counter this stereotype, Mommy penned a heartfelt letter to the

community, proclaiming the goodness of Sellerstown's residents, despite the

turmoil brought on by a few. Her article highlighted their commitment to

neighborly love and faith, a stark contrast to the violence of their

adversaries.

In a dark irony, the day following the publication of Mommy’s article, Mr.

Watts received an ominous letter threatening him about the actions against
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the Nichols family. This letter raised suspicions regarding Mr. Watts's true

involvement in the harassment, suggesting that the very perpetrator might be

attempting to deflect blame.

As December faded into January, the Nichols remained on edge, bewildered

by the ongoing threats and anonymous calls. For young Becky, every night

was marked by fear and unanswered questions about Mr. Watts's vehement

hostility, reflecting a childhood consumed by anxiety instilled by the home

invasions and bombardments. In an attempt to cope, Mommy taught Becky

the comforting bedtime prayer, which soon became a ritual, voicing her faith

amidst uncertainty.

As winter progressed, Becky and her family awaited the arrival of a new

addition, her brother Daniel, whose birth brought joy yet was marred by the

remnants of their harrowing experiences. Daniel was born into a fragile

family dynamic, displaying signs of distress possibly influenced by the

traumatic environment surrounding his early months.

The chapter concludes with an exploration of the psychological impacts

endured by the Nichols family and a glimmer of hope that perhaps Mr. Watts

might reconsider his actions now that the family’s situation had changed

with the birth of two children. The resilience of the Nichols, underscored by

their faith and commitment to forgiveness, stood in stark contrast to the

violent tactics of their neighbor. How long would their resolve be tested, and
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what would it take for their lives to return to normal?
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Chapter 7 Summary: The Toughest Guy in Town

### Chapter 7 Summary: The Toughest Guy in Town

In the dark of night, under a dim moonlight that barely illuminated the street,

Mr. Watts paced anxiously, muttering to himself like a restless ghost. He

was a notorious figure in Sellerstown, known for his hostile disposition

towards our family, which had become a source of community unease. Clad

in a white T-shirt, pajama bottoms, and plaid slippers, he seemed less like a

man on a late-night stroll and more like a tormentor stalking his prey. His

erratic behavior had caught the attention of Terri, Aunt Pat’s daughter, who

witnessed his nightly rituals from her hiding spot in a ditch, where she

sometimes snuck out to smoke with friends. 

For hours each night, Mr. Watts wandered near our home, blending into the

silence but exuding an air of menace that left me and my family constantly

on edge. I often felt the consequences of living under his shadow; sleep

eluded me as fear crept into my dreams, manifesting in terrifying nightmares

where he took control of my life, dragging me away from safety. I lived in a

perpetual state of anxiety, praying for solace that never fully arrived.

My parents tried to comfort me through the wise words of Proverbs, assuring

me that our struggles would come to an end. However, the impact of the
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threats from Mr. Watts lingered, and I constantly felt vulnerable. The arrival

of my baby brother, Daniel, seemed like a blessing and a distraction from the

fear surrounding us. My parents lavished their love on both of us, creating a

bubble of joy amid the chaos caused by our sociopath neighbor.

As life settled into a semblance of normalcy, an abrupt turn of events

shattered this calm. Underneath the watchful moon on the night of June 28, a

sniper began his assault on our family home upon the instructions of Mr.

Watts, who still actively sought revenge against us, likely further fueled by

his obsession. Unknown to us, danger was about to descend.

While I lay innocent in bed, bullets shattered our tranquility, nearly

obliterating our home and threatening our lives. My nightmare had come to

life with the violence tearing through my walls, and I awoke in a panic,

unable to make sense of the chaos around me. The sobs of my mother were

like sirens, urging me to respond, yet I was paralyzed by fear.

In the ensuing chaos, my father called the police, reporting the attack and its

assailant. The police arrived quickly, noting the damage and the bullets that

spoke of a real and present threat. Despite ongoing danger, my parents

attempted to maintain a facade of normalcy during the day, as Momma

worked tirelessly to keep our home a clean sanctuary while Daddy continued

his duties as a pastor.
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However, their efforts to establish safety soon crumbled. On the night of

July 1, 1975, while I and my brother were asleep, a bomb exploded near our

home, rocking us from our beds and sending us into sheer panic. The

destruction shook the community, and amid the confusion, my heart raced

with fear. Where was my brother? Would he be okay? 

Thanks to an inexplicable stroke of luck—or perhaps divine

intervention—Daniel emerged unscathed from the bombing, blissfully

unaware of the danger that nearly claimed him. While Momma's friends

rushed to help, the sight of Mr. Watts lurking nearby, reveling in the chaos

he helped create, ignited a fire in my father. He was ready to fight back

against the injustices inflicted upon our family, despite everything he

believed as a pastor about turning the other cheek.

Driven by anger and desperation, he propelled himself toward Mr. Watts but

was restrained by church members who recognized the consequences of such

rage. Daddy wrestled with the realization that this was a battle not just

against a man but against the very forces of evil threatening our lives. He

vowed to stand firm and protect his family and congregation, refusing to let

fear drive him away from his calling.

This chapter encapsulates the terrifying reality of living under siege, the

struggle for normalcy in chaotic circumstances, and the unyielding

determination of my parents to safeguard our family despite the palpable
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threat lurking across the street. Mr. Watts's menacing presence loomed large,

and his plans for our family were far from over.
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Chapter 8: Holding On to Hope

Chapter 8 Summary: Holding On to Hope

In a gripping narrative detailing the escalating threats faced by the pastor and

his family, the chapter opens with a series of violent acts perpetrated by Mr.

Watts, a local figure determined to intimidate the pastor, referred to as

"Daddy." Although previous attacks—including menacing calls, home

invasions, and bombings—were serious, the most recent explosion caused

by Watts's group left Daddy questioning his resolve to remain in

Sellerstown, especially after it endangered the life of his young son.

Desperate and frustrated, Daddy recalls past harassment aimed at his wife

while she was pregnant, realizing the lengths to which Mr. Watts would go

to instill fear. Despite his fears for his family's safety, Daddy clings to his

faith, believing that God would bring the darkness to light and that justice

was imminent. Alongside Detective Dudley, who serves as the local law

enforcement's key investigator, Daddy hopes for actionable proof against

Watts.

Just as his hope wanes, the narrative shifts direction when a wave of law

enforcement agencies descends upon the family’s home after the bombing.

This includes the FBI, SBI, and ATF, with U.S. postal inspectors
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investigating a series of threatening letters. From Daddy's perspective, this

influx of serious determination reignites his commitment to his calling and

reassures him that justice might finally catch up to Mr. Watts.

A significant moment arrives when the church votes overwhelmingly to

keep Daddy as their pastor, reaffirming the strong bond he has formed with

the community despite the ongoing violence. Addressing the congregation,

he promises to stay steadfast in his mission and expresses a willingness to

face fear with faith. The church decides to enhance their safety by hiring a

nighttime security guard, providing a semblance of peace amid the turmoil.

The chapter underscores Daddy's commitment to the congregation and his

mission of reaching those often overlooked, such as James Tyree, a

once-condemned man turned deacon through Daddy's unconditional love.

Their friendship—the result of Daddy’s insistence on connection and

understanding—solidifies the church community's resilience against threats,

particularly from Mr. Watts.

The narrative captures the intense emotional backdrop of this tumultuous

period in their lives, especially through the eyes of the child narrator, who

details her playful escapism amidst the chaos. The loss of her dog, Tina,

further complicates her feelings of anxiety and fear. Learning of her dog’s

potential death at the hands of Mr. Watts deepens her trauma, illustrating the

firsthand impact of the terror the family faces.
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In a poignant reflection, the chapter concludes with Daddy's firm resolve not

to retaliate against Mr. Watts, reiterating his belief in forgiveness and

righteous conduct. His confidence, however, is shadowed by uncertainty as

Mr. Watts remains a looming threat, and Daddy's steadfastness is both an

anchor for the community and a point of inner conflict as the specter of

violence lingers. 

Overall, Chapter 8 highlights themes of hope, community resilience, and the

struggle for justice within the framework of faith, setting the stage for the

challenges yet to unfold.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Hearing Voices

### Chapter 9 Summary: Hearing Voices

In this chapter, Daddy is besieged by a cacophony of despairing voices that

echo feelings of failure and impending doom, taunting him with fears that

his mission in Sellerstown is unraveling. These sinister whispers, which he

believes are fabrications of malice, compound his descent into depression.

Despite reciting scripture to shake off these fears, Daddy's paranoia

intensifies, as he obsessively watches for threats targeting his family, a direct

consequence of the ongoing terrorist harassment from Mr. Watts, a neighbor

with a violent past.

The psychological toll of the threats is evident, as Daddy withdraws from the

congregation and stops his usual church visits. His desperate clinging to

passages from the Bible, especially 2 Timothy and Psalm 28, implies he

seeks solace and hope amidst growing despair. Encouraged momentarily by

the efforts of ATF Agent Charles Mercer, who begins investigating Mr.

Watts, Daddy's hope is quickly dashed when Mercer downplays Watts as a

suspect. 

Amidst these emotional upheavals, the chapter highlights the strength of

family bonds as Momma takes Danny and the narrator on a trip to Bogalusa
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for a reprieve while Daddy grapples with his mental state. Upon returning

home, he's met with encouragement as a federal grand jury forms to

investigate, yet the weight of anxiety pulls him deeper into a dark place,

leading to an incident where he falls asleep at the wheel after a night of

insomnia, resulting in a car crash.

As the stress escalates, Aunt Dot and Aunt Martha decide to whisk Daddy

away to recover, but they encounter Mr. Watts, who takes pleasure in

Daddy's evident distress. Daddy is ultimately admitted to a psychiatric

hospital, suffering from severe stress and a nervous breakdown, missing

three significant holidays with his family.

During his recovery, the church community rallies behind the family,

showering them with support and gestures of love, even as Mr. Watts's

harassment continues unabated. In a surprising twist, Mr. Watts sends a

mocking get-well card to Daddy, demonstrating his cruel nature.

When Daddy finally returns home, he is not entirely himself. With the

church's help, they relocate to a trailer to feel more secure away from Mr.

Watts's watchful gaze. Yet, the fear of violence remains omnipresent in their

lives, illustrated by a threatening phone call Daddy receives from someone

identified as Mr. Watts's associate.

Despite a temporary cease-fire in attacks for several months, marked by the
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church's ongoing revitalization efforts through music and outreach—led by

Momma’s group, the Spiritualaires—tension simmers just beneath the

surface. As the year nears its end, Mr. Watts reinitiates his terror campaign

with threats and bombings, designed to intimidate and destabilize the family

further.

In the midst of the chaos, a pivotal moment occurs during a church service

when Mr. Watts orchestrates an explosion, signaling he is far from defeated.

The chapter closes with a sense of foreboding as the community’s resolve is

tested, and Daddy's mental resilience faces the ultimate challenge in the

ongoing battle against Mr. Watts. This continued barrage of threats forces

Daddy and Momma to confront their faith and commitment to their calling

in Sellerstown against the looming danger.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Black Thursday

Chapter 10: Black Thursday

In the spring of 1977, an unexpected visitor arrived at the parsonage where

Daddy served as the pastor. He introduced himself as the personal

bodyguard of the Grand Wizard of North Carolina, revealing the Ku Klux

Klan's awareness of the ongoing persecution faced by Daddy and the family.

Although the Klan's violent ideologies directly opposed Daddy's Christian

teachings, he felt a conflicted gratitude that someone seemed to care about

their plight. The bodyguard made an alarming offer: they could eliminate the

man behind the attacks, Mr. Watts, whom they believed would never face

justice due to his powerful connections.

Daddy listened but ultimately refused, stating they relied on God to handle

Mr. Watts. His steadfast faith prevailed, despite the temptation of a

seemingly easy solution to end their suffering. This rejection marked a

pivotal moment, as the family continued to grapple with the fear and

turbulence introduced by Mr. Watts, who had not physically attacked them

for some time but remained a looming threat, especially evident in his

disruptive behavior during church services.

With the absence of physical attacks, life settled into a routine for young
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Becky, who enjoyed playing with her friends and exploring the woods, yet

the specter of danger was never far away. Meanwhile, Daddy and Momma

maintained their commitment to faith and community, actively supporting

those in need, like Momma's friend Sue, who was in a toxic relationship

marked by abuse.

As Easter approached in March 1978, Sue sought refuge in their home after

fleeing her violent husband, Harris Williams. Despite worries voiced by

family and Aunt Pat regarding safety, Momma felt a strong calling to help

her friend. She firmly stated their intent to plant roots in Sellerstown,

reinforcing their commitment to the community despite the threats looming

over them.

On the night of March 23, the atmosphere shifted dramatically. During

dinner, with Sue and her infant in attendance, Harris unexpectedly burst into

the home. His demeanor was threatening, and without warning, he pulled a

gun, shooting Daddy in the shoulder and then his hip. Chaos erupted as

gunfire shattered the family’s sanctity. In a desperate attempt to defend her

family, Momma cried out for Jesus before Harris shot her in the chest.

Becky, paralyzed by shock and fear, witnessed the horrifying scene unfold.

After her parents were down, she sought refuge with her baby brother,

Danny, who had been lost in the commotion but managed to find his way

back to her side.
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With her father urging her to check on Momma, Becky, terrified yet

determined, stealthily navigated their home, her childhood innocence

shattered by violence. In her parents' bedroom, she discovered her mother

had collapsed while trying to call for help, the despair in Becky’s heart

compounded by concern for her parents.

Realizing the gravity of the situation, Becky returned to the kitchen where

her father lay wounded and unconscious. In a moment of desperation, he

entrusted her with the heart-wrenching task of finding help. With a final

reassurance from Daddy, Becky fled the house to seek safety and assistance

at Aunt Pat’s house, racing against time in a nightmarish moment that would

define the rest of her life.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Unanswered Prayers

Chapter 11: Unanswered Prayers

Becky’s frantic escape from her home, once a haven adorned with dolls and

toys, transformed into a site of horror as an armed man, Harris Williams,

took her family hostage. Filled with overwhelming dread for her parents,

who had suffered grievous injuries, she sprinted dangerously toward her

Aunt Pat’s house, desperate for help. Each stride felt laborious as fear and

exhaustion gripped her. 

Upon reaching Aunt Pat's home, her cries shattered the tense silence. In

shock, Aunt Pat summoned the police with trembling hands. The rotary

phone, however, met with relentless busy signals, intensifying Becky’s

rising terror. Her best friend Missy, unafraid and determined to assist, joined

her. Just as they began to return home, Aunt Pat rushed outside, calling them

back with frantic gestures. 

While help was on the way, unsettling thoughts plagued Becky. How were

her parents, and what was Harris planning? The horror of the situation

consumed her as night descended over the small community of Sellerstown,

magnifying her fears for her brother Danny’s safety—an abject worry

sparking thoughts of attempting to return home.
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As they waited anxiously for news, a police cruiser arrived at the parsonage,

marking the beginning of a tense standoff. Lieutenant Alfred Hayes and his

partner quickly assessed the chaotic scene. They discovered that Daddy,

injured but alive, insisted they save Momma first. The lieutenant interceded

for her well-being, but time was critical: Harris held hostages and displayed

the potential for further violence.

As tensions mounted, the police attempted to coax Harris out, facing

challenges as he stalled while holed up with Sue, his wife, and their infant

son. Negotiation efforts escalated, with the police offering reassurance and

time as their ally. Yet Harris thrived in the pressure of his predicament,

caught between surrender and desperation.

After hours of stalemate, Harris finally agreed to come out. Relieved, the

police apprehended him without incident, but the damage to Becky’s family

was irreversible. News reports revealed that Momma had succumbed to her

injuries, and confusion wrapped Becky in a thick veil of despair.

In a separate scene, Aunt Dot received the tragic news while baking Easter

pies, sending shockwaves through the family. Grief erupted as the reality of

Momma's death began to sink in, leading Aunt Dot and Aunt Martha to rush

to the hospital to find Daddy in surgery, unaware of the deep emotional

wound he would face upon waking.
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Meanwhile, the community mourned the loss of one of their own. Memorial

services were organized, gathering hundreds who loved Momma, including

unexpected attendees like Mr. Watts, despite his history with the family.

Becky found herself lost in the sorrowful sea of grief, unable to comprehend

the permanence of her mother’s departure. 

At the memorial, stirring tributes highlighted Momma’s dedication and

spirit, uplifting her legacy even as Becky struggled to come to terms with

life without her. As her family sought to provide comfort, Becky grappled

with an encapsulating grief, feeling detached yet overwhelmed—an innocent

child confronting unfathomable loss. 

As Becky experienced her mother’s burial, the finality struck her with each

hand pressed against the casket. In the face of farewell, she battled feelings

of disbelief and heartache, longing for the ordinary moments of their lives

together. But the shadow of her mother’s absence loomed large, forever

altering the fabric of her family's existence. 

In those dark hours, as they mourned, the strength of hope echoed in their

hearts—a reminder they would one day reunite in heaven. But for now, they

had to learn how to navigate a world stripped of love, light, and certainty.
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Chapter 12: Eight Men and Four Women

Chapter 12 Summary: Eight Men and Four Women

Following the harrowing aftermath of the attack that claimed Momma's life,

Daddy spent a month recovering in the hospital after being shot. During this

time, my grandparents and aunts moved in with us, though they opted to

sleep on the living room floor rather than in the rooms tainted by painful

memories of Momma's death. For Danny and me, the sudden absence of our

mother, and the trauma of the incident, left us feeling abandoned and lost.

Transportation to Aunt Pat’s home felt like a brief reprieve from our haunted

existence in the parsonage, the place where our lives changed forever. The

church community made efforts to clean the house in anticipation of our

return, but their efforts couldn’t erase the shadows that lingered. Even

though we were receiving support from family, the emotional toll of losing

Momma weighed heavily on us. The realization that our lives had forever

changed became clearer as we took a trip to Mobile to begin healing away

from the painful reminders of home.

The flight itself was a new ordeal, made worse by the chaotic circumstances

of our departure. I was afraid and eventually vomited from anxiety, feeling

the weight of my embarrassment and fear. Life was irrevocably altered;
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normality seemed a distant memory.

The summer of 1978 proved to be challenging as Danny and I adjusted to

our new reality. We visited Momma’s family in Louisiana, where there was

profound grief and shock over her death. My grandparents were devastated,

and we shared our pain as they expressed their sorrow. Grandma Welch’s

overwhelming emotions cracked open the grief we were all wrestling with,

emphasizing the deep loss we all felt.

As we returned to our new start in a different town, the anxiety of

experiencing our first day at a new school flooded back. I felt the stares and

whispers of classmates who heard whispers about the tragedy. My once

stable world felt broken, and without Momma's comforting presence, I

struggled to find my place, relying heavily on the support of my Grandpa

Nichols, who was a steady source of comfort amidst the chaos.

At night, the reality of our situation became more real as Danny cried for

Momma. As we shared a bed, I tried to comfort him. I could see all too

clearly how much we were all suffering from our loss, and it was a shared

agony. 

As August approached, I began to grapple with the looming trial of Harris

Williams, the man responsible for the attack. I felt both anxious and

determined to face him, as testifying would be a necessary step toward
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justice. Our return to Sellerstown was bittersweet; while I was excited to

reunite with friends, the thought of satying close to the past was daunting.

The trial commenced, drawing a jury of eight men and four women to hear

the case against Harris. He faced multiple charges, including murder and

assault, and we awaited the outcome with bated breath. My testimony as a

witness required me to confront Harris directly, challenging and terrifying

all at once. 

Eventually, I took the stand, recalling the traumatic events of that fateful

day. My heart raced as I outlined what I had seen. The courtroom was tense

as I identified Harris, the man who had changed my life forever. Meanwhile,

the defense painted a narrative of him being intoxicated, attempting to

obscure the malicious intent behind his actions.

The trial drew to a close with impassioned closing statements. After

deliberations, the jury convicted Harris of second-degree murder and assault.

While this provided some closure for Daddy and our family, the courtroom

couldn’t mend the damage of our broken lives, especially not in the absence

of Momma. 

We returned to Mobile, seeking to move forward, though the shadow of our

past remained. Yet, the fight wasn’t over; two years later, we would have to

face the repercussions of Mr. Watts's actions as well. The journey toward
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healing, justice, and understanding would continue, framing memories of

our lost childhood amidst tremendous loss.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Putting the Devil on Trial

### Chapter 13 Summary: Putting the Devil on Trial

In the aftermath of her mother’s tragic murder, the narrator grapples with

conflicting emotions of longing to forget and the desperate need to

remember. She reflects on the duality of her grief: the painful memories of

witnessing her mother’s death and the warm recollections of her mother’s

love and teachings that now feel irretrievably lost. The narrator yearns for

the mundane experiences they will never share again, from heartfelt

conversations to playful squabbles over clothes.

Several months after the traumatic event, a moment of panic strikes her as

she struggles to recall her mother’s voice—a haunting reminder of her

absence. The late-night whispers of comfort from Aunt Dot provide solace,

assuring her that grief is a natural process and that one day, they would

reunite in the afterlife, echoing the hope found in Revelation 21. Aunt Dot’s

affection acts as a bridge for the narrator, filling, if only partially, the void

left by her mother's departure.

The family’s transition from Sellerstown offers a reprieve from the violence

and chaos that haunted them, though the emotional scars remain unhealed,

especially for the father, who battles with grief and mental instability. His
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mental health deteriorates, marked by episodes of disorientation and

frightening flashbacks, causing the children constant worry about their

father’s wellbeing. The struggle for normalcy becomes a daily challenge, the

weight of their newfound reality heavy on their young shoulders.

The narrative shifts as the focus turns to the looming trial against H.J. Watts,

the man responsible for the family's suffering. The reader learns that Watts

has been indicted for conspiracy in a series of bombings targeting the family,

stirring feelings of justice and anticipation within their hearts. As

preparations for the trial unfold, the family reflects on their past suffering at

the hands of Watts, who represents a malign force in their lives.

On the day of the trial, the father's poignant testimony exposes years of

mental anguish as he confronts the man who instigated their torment. As

attorneys present a robust case against Watts, highlighting threats, bombings,

and psychological terror, the courtroom atmosphere thickens with tension.

The pivotal testimony of a witness reveals Watts' ruthlessness, culminating

in a dramatic shift when he unexpectedly changes his plea.

Sentencing sees Watts receiving what the family perceives as a mere slap on

the wrist, a juxtaposition to the severity of the trauma he inflicted. The

narrator's outrage is palpable as she learns that despite the years of horror

they endured, Watts ultimately faces a lenient sentence.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


The chapter closes with the bittersweet conclusion of the trial. While justice

is delivered—sending Watts to prison—the emotional aftermath remains

heavy. For the narrator and her family, the victory feels profoundly hollow

against the backdrop of their lived experience. In this encounter with the

legal system, the narrator grapples with the complexities of justice,

forgiveness, and the enduring scars of their past.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Complexity of Justice and Forgiveness

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you confront the intricacies of

seeking justice and the weighty burden of forgiveness. As you

navigate through the aftermath of the trial, you begin to realize that

justice may not always bring the closure you seek. This understanding

inspires you to redefine what justice means in your own life,

prompting you to focus on healing rather than solely on retribution.

By letting go of the need for harsh penalties and embracing

forgiveness, you can liberate yourself from the shackles of anger and

grief, allowing you to honor the memories of loved ones lost while

also reclaiming your own peace and joy.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Life Is Hard, but God Is Good

### Chapter 14: Life Is Hard, But God Is Good

In this chapter, we witness the profound effects of trauma and loss on a

young girl named Rebecca and her family, specifically her father, Daddy,

whose mental health deteriorates following abuse from a man named Mr.

Watts. Although there’s a glimmer of justice as Mr. Watts faces

consequences for his actions, the emotional scars linger, manifesting in

paranoia and a nervous breakdown for Daddy. Despite his struggles,

Rebecca clings to the love she feels for him, cherishing their moments

together, such as a heartfelt goodbye before he enters a faith-based

rehabilitation center.

Rebecca's life takes a dramatic turn on October 5, 1984, when she is abruptly

brought to her grandparents’ house from school, sensing that something is

terribly wrong. Her fears are confirmed when she learns that Daddy passed

away from a blood clot—a shocking loss that leaves her feeling shattered

and without hope. At only fourteen, she grapples with the compounded grief

of losing both parents, as her mother had already been violently taken from

her years prior. The absence of a final goodbye with Daddy intensifies her

feelings of injustice and loneliness, leaving her to question her future

without his guidance.
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The chapter conveys the emotional depth of Rebecca's sorrow during

Daddy’s funeral, where family and friends gather to honor a man who had a

significant impact on many lives. Amidst the grief, Rebecca reflects on her

father’s faith and how he always encouraged a message of forgiveness and

love, which is put to the test in the years that follow.

As time passes, Rebecca and her brother Danny lean on their Aunt Dot, who

steps in as a parental figure, providing them with love and stability. Aunt

Dot's dedication helps guide them through their grief, reminding Rebecca to

rely on her faith in God despite her intense feelings of loss and anger,

especially towards God for taking her father from her. She begins to

understand that her relationship with God can be a source of comfort rather

than resentment.

Two years later, when Mr. Watts reaches out to Rebecca to apologize for his

past actions, she surprises herself by offering forgiveness. This act of grace

demonstrates the lessons of love and mercy instilled in her by her parents.

Rebecca learns that healing often comes from extending compassion, even to

those who have wronged us profoundly. She accepts Mr. Watts's remorse

and the trust funds he establishes for her and Danny, symbolizing the

possibility of redemption.

The narrative culminates in Rebecca's realization that while life is fraught
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with anguish, it is also imbued with God's goodness. Her journey through

grief, loss, and eventual forgiveness highlights a resilient spirit that seeks

understanding and peace amidst personal turmoil, embracing the belief that

God can use even the darkest circumstances for greater purposes. As

Rebecca reflects on her experience, she clings to the promise that “life is

hard, but God is good,” fostering hope and strength as she forges a path

forward.
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Chapter 15 Summary: No Apologies in Heaven

Chapter 15 Summary

No Apologies in Heaven

In this chapter, the author, Becky, reflects on the profound challenge of

forgiveness, particularly in the context of her traumatic past involving Mr.

Watts, the man responsible for her parents' murders. Telling her story often

provokes the same question: "How could you forgive him?" This inquiry

highlights the difficulty many people face in understanding true forgiveness,

especially when the offender has not asked for it. Knowing that she had

forgiven Mr. Watts before he even expressed remorse poses a radical shift

for many, prompting varying emotions from disbelief to outrage.

The conversation with her friend reveals a common misconception about

forgiveness: that it is a burden rather than a blessing. In contrast, the author

emphasizes that forgiveness is achieved through the strength and love of

Jesus, rather than one's own willpower. She outlines several reasons why

withholding forgiveness is harmful, both to oneself and one's relationship

with God.
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Key points discussed include:

1. Forgiveness as a Divine Command: Becky draws on scriptures,

 emphasizing that forgiveness is necessary for receiving God's forgiveness

(Matthew 6:14-15). She illustrates that genuine forgiveness is a habitual

practice, not a transactional one.

2. Forgiveness Reflects God's Love: By forgiving, individuals showcase

 God's love to a watching world, potentially leading others to Christ. This act

of grace can often clash with human instincts for revenge and anger.

3. Self-Jail of Bitterness: Choosing unforgiveness ultimately entraps

 oneself, leading to emotional and spiritual imprisonment. Becky shares

examples from her life where bitterness affected her daily activities and

relationships, contrasting that with the liberation born from forgiveness.

4. Unresolved Anger Toward God: At times, struggles with forgiveness

 are intertwined with unresolved feelings toward God for allowing pain in

one’s life. The author reflects on her own anger and disappointment,

emphasizing that coming to terms with God's sovereignty is critical for true

healing and forgiveness.

As the narrative unfolds, Becky recounts her own challenging moments,

including learning about Harris Williams's early release from prison. This
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news reopened emotional wounds, compelling her to forgive once more. Her

journey entails reconciling her feelings of injustice with her faith and her

father's example of forgiveness, underscoring the breadth of God’s grace that

applies universally, including to those who have committed grave offenses.

Becky concludes by reiterating that true forgiveness is rooted in the

condition of one’s heart. Drawing on her mother’s example of unconditional

love and sacrifice, Becky stresses that guarding one's heart against bitterness

and resentment is essential. It is by embracing the "language of

heaven"—the practice of forgiveness—that one can truly experience

freedom and peace, both in this life and the next. Ultimately, the chapter

calls readers to reflect on their own capacity for forgiveness, recognizing it

as a powerful, transformative act commanded by Jesus.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

