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A Journey from Torturer to Protector in Haiti.
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About the book

In "The Dew Breaker" by Edwidge Danticat, the echoes of the past resonate

through the lives of Haitian immigrants in America, weaving a haunting

tapestry of identity, trauma, and redemption. At its core, the novel delves

into the psychological scars left by the brutal history of Duvalier’s

dictatorship in Haiti, as seen through the eyes of a father who harbors a dark

secret—his past as a torturer who wielded power with merciless authority.

Through a series of interconnected stories that flicker between the

sun-soaked shores of Haiti and the bustling streets of Brooklyn, Danticat

intricately explores the complexities of family ties, the lingering specters of

violence, and the struggle for forgiveness amidst the shadows of guilt. As

readers are drawn into the lives of characters grappling with their histories,

they will discover how the legacy of cruelty shapes not only the world but

also the human spirit's capacity for resilience and love.
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About the author

Edwidge Danticat is a celebrated Haitian-American author renowned for her

poignant storytelling and exploration of themes such as identity, migration,

and the Haitian diaspora. Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in 1969, Danticat

moved to the United States at the age of twelve, an experience that deeply

informs her work as she navigates the complexities of cultural heritage and

displacement. She has gained international acclaim for her novels, short

stories, and essays, which reflect both the struggles and resilience of Haitian

communities. Danticat's writing is distinguished by its lyrical prose and

profound empathy, earning her numerous awards, including the Pushcart

Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award, while also solidifying her

position as a key voice in contemporary literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: THE BOOK OF THE DEAD

Summary of "The Book of the Dead"

In this chapter of "The Book of the Dead," we are introduced to Ka, a young

woman grappling with the mysterious disappearance of her father during a

trip to Lakeland, Florida. Ka reflects on her identity as a Haitian-American

artist and her relationship with her father, a truth that becomes pivotal as she

recounts their journey.

The narrative begins with Ka sitting in the office of Mr. Flavio Salinas, the

hotel manager, and Officer Bo, a policeman. They press Ka for details about

her father, whom she describes as a complex man with a scarred past, both

literally and figuratively. Ka's father has a troubling history, having spent a

year in a Haitian prison, a subject that profoundly shapes their relationship

and her art, particularly a sculpture she has crafted in his likeness.

As Ka recounts her father's traits and their recent activities, we learn about

their trip's purpose: delivering a sculpture to Gabrielle Fonteneau, a

Haitian-American actress and art collector. However, the excitement of this

trip turns grim when Ka finds her father missing, as well as the sculpture she

had created—a reflection of the turmoil and anguish within their familial

bond.
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Through Ka's conversations with the hotel staff and her mother back in

Brooklyn, we gain deeper insight into her father's character. We learn that he

is unwilling to embrace his image captured in photographs, mirroring his

struggles with his own past. His mental state becomes a concern as Officer

Bo questions whether the father has any mental illness that might explain his

disappearance.

While waiting for news, Ka's memories spill forth. The chapter paints vivid

scenes of familial love, artistry, and the shadows of trauma that linger over

their lives. When her father finally returns, he brings with him a shocking

confession: he was not institutionalized in prison but rather worked as a

guard. He reveals the scars on his face are the result of violence he

committed, leading to an understanding of the “hunter and prey” dynamic

that has haunted their family. This revelation forces Ka to reconsider

everything she thought she knew about her father's identity.

The chapter deepens as Ka grapples with her father's past—his secrets, their

shared bond, and the weight of her art which seeks to encapsulate their

stories. In a poignant moment, he claims that he considers himself

undeserving of the statue she made, seeing himself not as a victim but as

someone who inflicted pain and darkness. This profound conversation

evokes the themes of guilt, identity, and familial loyalty, reflecting the

cultural backdrop of Haitian history and beliefs.
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As they make their way to lunch with Gabrielle Fonteneau, their contrasting

identities merge into one complex narrative. The lunch serves as a symbolic

reunion with their cultural roots while highlighting the chasm created by

their shared traumatic history. Despite the promising façade of their reunion,

Ka feels the weight of their revelations. As they leave, Ka reflects on the

incapacity to create in light of her father's truth and the struggle to forge an

understanding between her artistic ambition and her father's haunted past.

The chapter concludes with Ka contemplating her father's burden of shame

and the sacrifices that their family has endured, fueling her determination to

reconcile these conflicting parts of her identity as both daughter and artist.

The exploration of their relationships intertwines with themes of denial,

survival, and the need for truth, providing a rich backdrop that resonates

with the larger human experience of grappling with one's legacy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The necessity of confronting one's past

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads, the weight of

your history anchoring you down, yet also pushing you forward. This

chapter illustrates the profound impact that confronting your past can

have on your identity and relationships. By acknowledging the scars

that define you, much like Ka's father did, you can transform pain into

power and use it as a foundation for growth. Embracing your truths,

no matter how uncomfortable, can help you forge deeper connections

with others, heal from old wounds, and shape a narrative that honors

both your journey and your potential.
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Chapter 2 Summary: SEVEN

In the narrative, we follow a man whose wife is arriving from Port-au-Prince

 after seven long years of separation. This number, seven, becomes a

symbolic marker in his life, representing the duration of their estrangement

as well as the many facets of his daily routine. He lives in a cramped

basement apartment shared with fellow men, Michel and Dany, as he

prepares for his wife’s return—cleaning his space and mentally bracing for

the reunion filled with anticipation and anxiety.

Before her arrival, he converses with the landlady about the implications of

her staying with them. She expresses mild concerns regarding his wife's

comfort in a male-dominated household, fueling his internal struggle as he

feels the weight of both class dynamics and protective instincts over his

wife. He discusses her impending arrival with Michel and Dany, devising a

plan to ensure their behavior is respectful. They agree to wear robes and try

to maintain a level of decorum, humorously pretending that they can afford

such garments.

As the day approaches, he reflects on his past choices—nights out dancing

and women who slipped into his life during their long separation—vowing

to present a faithful and devoted image to his wife. The anticipation builds

as he stands among the crowd at JFK airport, feeling joy and excitement

when he finally sees her.
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In a chaotic and emotionally charged moment, his wife arrives but faces

extensive scrutiny at customs. The customs officer dismantles her carefully

wrapped gifts, leaving her with little from home. Yet, their reunion washes

away the stress of her journey as he envelops her in his arms, elevating her

to a different world.

Their drive home becomes a whirlwind of nostalgia, where he recalls their

brief honeymoon and the years of separation due to immigration

complexities. She appears different—physically changed yet beautiful,

wearing a princess dress and exuding vitality. He notices how she is

enchanted by the pictures he has framed in their room, expressions of his

undying affection during their years apart.

As days go by, their happiness is marked by laughter and intimacy, making

love to each other with fervor. He instructs her on household routines and

takes pride in handing her the keys to his life. She learns to navigate her new

surroundings, adopting cooking and daily routines but wonders how she can

contribute beyond home-making, expressing her desire to work despite

significant language barriers.

While he is out working at his two jobs, the reality of their situation starts to

set in for her. She tunes into local radio to understand sociopolitical

dynamics and feels compelled by stories of unrest back home, such as the
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killing of a Haitian American man, Patrick Dorismond, prompting her

involvement in news and cultural connections.

In the evenings when he returns, they share tender moments over meals,

providing a sense of family. Her cooking abilities impress the men, creating

a sense of belonging long yearned for among them. Major themes of love,

separation, and adaptation fuse as both characters navigate their relationship

in a foreign land.

As they explore Brooklyn together over weekends, their bond deepens. They

wander parks and markets, squeezing hands and discovering shared

enjoyment in small, everyday pleasures. With each passing moment, the

shadows of their traumatic pasts and the memories of carnival traditions

from Haiti resonate—inciting feelings of love and connection while

rekindling fond, shared laughter.

Through this carefully structured emotional narrative, the text captures the

struggles and joys of reuniting, the challenges of adapting to a new culture,

and the timeless endeavor of finding one’s place in a relationship filled with

unspoken histories and newfound hopes.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The impact of separation and reunion on personal identity

and relationships.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in the same spot, feeling the

weight of years apart, the anticipation of reunion coursing through

you. Just like the man in this narrative, you too have experienced your

own separations, whether from loved ones or dreams. This key

moment invites you to reflect on how much those gaps have shaped

you, urging you to embrace the joy and growth that come with

reconnections in life. It inspires you to cherish each reunion, not just

as a return to the familiar, but as an opportunity to redefine your

connections, rekindle your passions, and approach life with renewed

hope, knowing that every encounter carries the potential to transform

and deepen our understanding of love and belonging.
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Chapter 3 Summary: WATER CHILD

The chapter opens with Nadine receiving her monthly letter from her

 parents, typical in its heartfelt yet straightforward tone. Her mother writes

about her father's fluctuating health and expresses gratitude for the financial

support Nadine has sent, revealing a sense of strain between them. Nadine, a

nurse working in Brooklyn, has been feeling emotionally distant and has

resisted the urge to call her parents despite her longing for connection. She

frequently rereads the letter over her lunch, extracting no deeper warmth

from it, leading her to reflect on the fragility of the paper and her situation.

During her lunch break, Nadine sits silently in the cafeteria, often

overshadowed by the bustle of her colleagues, including Josette, a fellow

Haitian nurse who attempts to draw her into socializing. Nadine’s

disconnection heightens when she learns about a patient, Ms. Hinds, who

has returned from intensive care in distress due to the loss of her ability to

speak after a laryngectomy—a situation Nadine recognizes all too well from

her own patients.

As the story unfolds, Nadine is revealed to lead a solitary life, filled with

distractions such as the television and her collection of unreturned messages

from her ex-boyfriend, Eric. Her emotional struggles are palpable during her

interactions with her patients and the memories she harbors about her own

past—it appears she has also faced a significant trauma related to an
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abortion. Nadine’s daily experiences seem to distance her further from the

joyous life her parents envisioned for her—one where she would pursue her

dreams and bring them pride.

Following another letter from her parents, one formatted and typed, Nadine

feels a crushing sense of obligation along with her anxiety. This letter details

a more serious issue regarding her father's prostate health, further

complicating her emotional turmoil. Nadine grapples with her reluctance to

engage with her family's situation, mirroring Ms. Hinds' own frustrations

and fears regarding her loss of voice—a metaphor for Nadine’s own

voicelessness in confronting her family issues.

As Ms. Hinds prepares for discharge, Nadine witnesses the tension between

the young patient and her well-meaning parents, showing a mirror to

Nadine’s own relationship with her family. Ms. Hinds tries to communicate

with the help of a writing pad, echoing Nadine’s silent struggles. Their

shared battles with communication and vulnerability evoke feelings of

empathy within Nadine. 

In the final moments of the chapter, as Ms. Hinds leaves, Nadine is left

reflecting on her own life choices, the lingering implications of her past

mistakes, and a deep sense of loss—not just for the child she never had, but

for the connection she struggles to maintain with her parents and her sense

of self. Through these experiences, Nadine’s internal conflict becomes a
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poignant exploration of loss, identity, and the quiet yearnings for

understanding and connection.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The struggle for connection amid personal turmoil

Critical Interpretation: Nadine's story reveals the profound impact of

emotional distance on one's sense of self and relationships. It inspires

us to confront our traumas and vulnerabilities, reminding us that

reaching out for connection—even when it's difficult—can be a vital

step toward healing. Embracing our fragility and seeking to

communicate with those we love can open pathways to understanding

and help illuminate the shadows of our past.
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Chapter 4: THE BOOK OF MIRACLES

In "The Book of Miracles," the narrative opens with Anne discussing

 miraculous events with her husband and daughter during a drive to

Christmas Eve Mass. Anne shares a recent story about a Lebanese girl who

cried crystal tears. Her daughter, now an adult, often responds with brief,

dismissive remarks to complex conversations, a communication style that

annoys Anne. While her husband, who expresses skepticism about the

miracle, drives them through a neighborhood adorned with holiday

decorations, Anne reflects on her complicated feelings about the Christmas

season and her family dynamics. Her daughter’s atheism adds tension, as

Anne feels outnumbered by her family's beliefs.

As they approach a cemetery—where Anne has a painful memory of her

younger brother's drowning—she experiences a wave of anxiety and

empathy for the dead. This trauma is compounded by her family's

indifference or ignorance towards her past, symbolizing a broader

generational divide in understanding grief and the significance of life events.

During the drive, Anne also reflects on her husband's transformation from a

man who inflicted pain in his past, having worked in a Haitian prison, to the

calm father who cares for their daughter. Anne wants to share this as another

miracle but opts instead for the story of a Filipino man who saw the Virgin

Mary in a rose petal. Her husband comments that people in other countries
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have a greater sense of faith, a point her daughter questions, stating that such

beliefs stem from dramatic experiences, unlike the practicality she associates

with Americans.

Traffic delays lead them to reminisce about past Christmases spent viewing

neighborhood lights—a tradition that ceased due to their disinterest in

decorating. Despite not sharing Christmas gifts in an effort to teach

gratitude, Anne feels nostalgic for family bonding during the holidays.

Upon arriving at St. Thérèse’s Church, Anne’s appreciation for the vibrant

atmosphere, especially the Nativity scene reflective of her heritage,

juxtaposes her underlying anxiety about her husband's past. The church fills

as they prepare for Mass, and Anne, in particular, cherishes the midnight

moment when she imagines the world in harmony with Christ’s birth.

However, the atmosphere shifts when her daughter spots a man resembling

Emmanuel Constant, a notorious figure from Haiti's violent history, accused

of crimes against humanity. Both Anne and her husband have avoided

discussing Constant or acknowledging any connections he might have with

their past, yet they grapple with the reality of his presence in a place

signifying hope and rebirth.

As the Mass unfolds, Anne wrestles with her emotions, feeling both

connected to and repulsed by the potential for recognition within the church.
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The storyline culminates in Anne's internal conflict about identity,

forgiveness, and the fear of what connections to her husband’s past could

mean for their family. The Mass concludes peacefully, yet Anne

contemplates her family's future, especially considering the drive home. Her

daughter, attempting to bridge her own understanding of past atrocities with

their current lives, apologizes for her earlier outburst, portraying her

lingering confusion and the complexity of reconciling a painful history with

personal belief systems. 

In this dense tapestry of family dynamics, cultural heritage, and emotional

turmoil, "The Book of Miracles" articulates the challenges of faith and

memory, illuminating the human capacity for both forgiveness and

misunderstanding during a season that represents renewal.
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Chapter 5 Summary: NIGHT TALKERS

NIGHT TALKERS Summary

Dany embarks on a challenging journey to visit his blind aunt, Estina, in the

Haitian countryside. Three hours into his trek up a mountain, he is

overwhelmed by hunger and the nagging worry about potentially suffering

from appendicitis, remembering his roommate Michel's recent emergency

surgery. Dany recalls his childhood in Port-au-Prince, where Estina had

raised him after losing his parents to the dictatorship. Now, he seeks to

surprise her by visiting her home alone, but soon feels lost and helpless.

Finding refuge under a saguaro cactus, he contemplates the mistakes he

made in preparing for this trip. He emerges from his resting place to find a

village, where enthusiastic children help him with water. As he engages with

the villagers, Dany learns of the deep interconnections among them, linked

by familial ties. An old man recognizes him as Estina’s nephew and recounts

the tragedy of Dany's parents, stirring up a mix of emotions as he shares

about his lost childhood.

The old man guides Dany through the valleys to Estina’s home, which he

recognizes from memories of his summer visits. Upon arrival, Dany is

welcomed by familiar faces and stories from villagers, reflecting on his
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aunt's legacy and kindness. Yet, he grows anxious when he finds Estina's

home empty if not for the nurturing presence of her garden filled with crops.

As he mingles with the crowd awaiting Estina's return, he feels the weight of

unfulfilled childhood promises and guilt for neglecting his family.

Finally, Estina arrives, supported by others as she navigates her blindness.

Their moment is poignant—she embraces him, and their love is palpable,

underscoring the absence his parents left in their lives. Dany wishes to share

the reason for his visit, but the crowd's attention shifts to food and laughter

in a warm reunion celebration.

As they eat and socialize, Dany struggles to speak of his parents’ murder and

the man responsible—whom he suspects still lives in New York. This

emotional turmoil weighs heavily on him, blending with memories of Estina

caring for him and participating in the village's daily rhythms. Their shared

nocturnal habits surface as Dany reflects on both their natures as “palannits,”

beings who engage in night talk and dream aloud.

The next day, Dany finds Estina’s anxiousness apparent as they prepare

breakfast together. She remains hopeful, asking probing questions about his

life in New York and his intentions for visiting. He tries to communicate

about the man who harmed their family, but an interruption from the old

man and a girl with food distracts them.
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The aunt’s death comes unexpectedly, taking Dany by surprise. In moments

filled with deep grief—amidst rituals of mourning and storytelling—he is

confronted by memories of their shared past. Villagers recount Estina's

wisdom and care, underscoring her role in their community and blending joy

with sorrow.

Claude, a young man who fled from harm and carries the heavy burden of

having killed his father, becomes a complexity in Dany's grief—both a

mirror and a contrast to his own loss. Their conversations reveal the

struggles of their pasts and the chance for redemption each seeks in their

returns to Haiti. Dany learns about coping with trauma, and they bond over

their shared plight as “night talkers,” their stories intertwining in the ether of

shared dreams and regrets.

As Dany faces the realities of death and mourning, he wrestles with his

unresolved hatred for the barber who killed his parents, becoming more

intuitive to the nature of loss. His dreams reveal complex emotions and

confrontations he has yet to face, while his bond with Claude reflects hope

for change amidst their shared understanding of suffering and a search for

peace.

By the time Dany must bury Estina, the fragility of connection and tradition

shines through, even among the secrets and heavy burdens. Engaged with

the community’s mourning practices, conversations catalyze an
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understanding of his legacy amidst deep-rooted grief and familial ties. In a

poignant conclusion, Dany understands that, like their namesakes, both he

and Claude are tethered by the weight of their pasts and the pact of

reconciliation they continually seek, evolving through their experiences as

shared “palannits.”
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of community and shared experiences in

healing

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking through a village, feeling lost

and overwhelmed, yet finding solace in the stories and connections

around you. Dany’s journey teaches us that in the deepest moments of

grief and reflection, it is our community who can cradle us through the

storms. As you navigate your own life, draw strength from those

around you; let their stories intertwine with yours, offering both

comfort and perspective. Embrace the warmth of shared laughter and

collective memories, knowing that the ties that bind us are often the

very sources of healing. In moments of despair, remember that you are

not alone; your community stands ready to support, uplift, and guide

you back to the light.
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Chapter 6 Summary: THE BRIDAL SEAMSTRESS

Chapter Summary: The Bridal Seamstress

The chapter begins with Beatrice Saint Fort, a retiring bridal seamstress,

being interviewed by Aline Cajuste, a journalism intern, at her home in Far

Rockaway, Queens. The meeting is initially delayed as Beatrice awakens

from a nap, highlighting her relaxed demeanor. Aline, a Haitian American

intern with physical semblance to her vibrant heritage, is tasked with writing

a feature for the Haitian American Weekly, prompted by the editor-in-chief

Marjorie Voltaire, who had been a client of Beatrice's in the past. 

After a considerable wait and a series of interactions that reveal Beatrice’s

charming yet slightly disorganized character, they sit down for the interview.

Beatrice’s warm hospitality shines through as she brews coffee, which Aline

finds remarkably good—indicating Beatrice’s meticulous nature even in

mundane activities like coffee preparation.

The interview then shifts focus toward Beatrice’s life as a seamstress, her

philosophies on marriage, and her journey from Haiti to the U.S. She

explains that her craft is not just about sewing dresses, but rather about

creating a narrative that allows her brides to shine on their significant day.

Beatrice, calling her clients "my girls," asserts that her dresses are a
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reflection of herself—evoking a sense of pride and responsibility through

her work.

Aline probes further, asking about Beatrice's age and personal life, to which

Beatrice deflects with humor and prefers to keep her past private, further

enhancing her mystique. As they continue the interview, it becomes clear

that Beatrice carries past traumas from her life in Haiti, specifically a

harrowing encounter with a prison guard who had tortured her, a

tension-filled moment that Aline notes but hesitates to explore fully.

The pivotal revelation arises when Aline discovers that this guard may have

been living nearby, rekindling Beatrice’s fears and prompting a reflection on

her life’s journey, the trauma that lingers, and her determination to move

forward. Aline grapples with her growing intrigue and compassion for

Beatrice's story, yearning to delve deeper into the narratives beneath the

surface rather than just reporting a straightforward piece on a seamstress's

retirement.

As the chapter progresses, Aline experiences an awakening regarding the

complexities of identity and pain within herself and others, realizing her

previous understanding of life was limited. The ordinary setting of falling

leaves and a simple interview becomes a profound metaphor for life’s

struggles, connections, and the stories waiting to be told.
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By the chapter's end, Aline decides to stay with Beatrice longer, prioritizing

a deeper understanding of her life over her immediate journalistic

assignment—recognizing that some stories deserve more than summarizing,

reflecting a transformation in her purpose as a writer. The atmosphere is

charged with impending change, where Aline sees the beauty in ordinary

moments, like the leaves falling from the green ash tree, mirroring the

intricate narratives of human lives. This sets the stage for Aline's burgeoning

resolve to explore life beyond superficiality, echoing the very essence of

Beatrice's craftsmanship and resilience.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 7 Summary: MONKEY TAILS - (FEBRUARY
7, 1986/FEBRUARY 7, 2004)

In the early hours of February 7, 1986, the Dominican Republic is engulfed

 in chaos as the dictatorship led by a corrupt, pudgy president and his

glamorous wife collapses overnight. Twelve-year-old Michel and his mother,

hiding beneath a cot, find themselves caught in the upheaval. The air around

them is filled with the sounds of a marching crowd shouting for the

macoutes, the regime's militia, while Michel grapples with his past —

including the political circumstances surrounding his father's death before he

was born, which shaped his identity as part of a fatherless generation.

As the atmosphere buzzes with excitement and fear, Michel's cousin, Vaval,

returns with harrowing news of violent retribution against the former

militiamen. Among this turmoil is Romain, Michel's best friend and the son

of Regulus, a dangerous macoute. Although the crowd seeks vengeance

against Regulus for his past crimes, Michel's concern lies with Romain and

his safety.

Once Mother confirms it’s safe, they venture outside, only to witness the

frenzy of people collecting free water from Monsieur Christophe's

taps—formerly a profitable business for the tyrant's ally. The events mirror a

radical shift in the social hierarchy, with the community reclaiming control.

Michael's internal conflict deepens as he reflects on his own father's identity.
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Monsieur Christophe, the water supplier, represents the intersection of

Michel’s lineage and the oppressive regime, making Michel's relationship

with his father's legacy even more tumultuous.

As Michel and Romain rekindle their friendship amidst the chaos, the boys

navigate the fraught atmosphere of celebration mixed with civic

duty—repairing broken taps and mourning the loss of lives. Romain, feeling

the weight of his lineage, is torn between friendship and familial duty. Their

conversations illustrate Romain's deep intellect and the literary references

that color their world, serving as a testament to their shared bond and

childhood.

Ultimately, Romain decides to escape the instability of their homeland rather

than remain amidst the violence and uncertainty. Their youthful adventure

leads them to La Sensation Hotel, but it becomes evident that Romain's

departure is not just an escape; it reflects an attempt to shed the legacies of

their fathers. The boys share poignant moments, acknowledging their harsh

realities and the echoes of lineage that weigh heavily on their futures. 

As Romain prepares to leave, the fragility of their friendship is laid bare.

Romain aims to carve his own path, while Michel is left to confront the

complexities of abandonment, familial ties, and identity. On Romain's

departure, Michel returns to his mother, content yet troubled, as the streets

pulse with unpredictable energy.
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In the aftermath of their journey, news arrives that Regulus has taken his

own life as the people exact their revenge. Michel's internal upheaval

mirrors the societal upheaval outside — a realization of lost innocence and

the abrupt transition into adulthood. In a bittersweet conclusion, Michel

reflects on his life’s defining moments and constructs a myth about his

father, solidifying his decision to name his future son Romain, a nod to his

first true friend and the scars of their shared childhood in a changing world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of choice amidst chaos

Critical Interpretation: In the whirlwind of societal change and

personal turmoil, you are reminded that amidst chaos, you possess the

power to make choices that define your identity and path. Just like

Michel and Romain faced the disarray of their homeland and the

weight of their legacies, you too can choose how to respond to

challenges in your life. Their story inspires you to embrace the

strength of your decisions, whether in nurturing friendships or forging

your way through uncertainty. It teaches you that the choices you

make during difficult times pave the way for the future you envision,

allowing you to shape not just your identity but also the impact you

have on those around you.
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Chapter 8: WEEK 1

In the first week of a diverse English class, Rézia, the owner of Ambiance

 Créole, a Haitian restaurant in Manhattan, captivates her classmates with a

humorous yet confusing introduction, seemingly mixing phrases as if caught

in a tempest. Her signature white muslin handkerchief, releasing the distinct

scent of vetiver, mirrors her attempt to connect with those around her, albeit

in a heated and tense classroom environment. 

Amidst the chaos, Mariselle, a poised figure in a French suit, introduces

herself with grace, her name pronounced articulately as "Mari Sèl," which

translates to Salt Mary or Solitary Mary—an intriguing moniker that evokes

both loneliness and divinity. Observing Mariselle's nervous habit of tugging

at her curls, the narrator reflects on their desire to express themselves

through music, specifically the haunting tune “Brother Timonie,” a

childhood song sung by their fisherman father that conveys a sense of

urgency and longing for safety amidst struggles.

As the group finishes their introductions, the teacher, June, presents an

overly optimistic outlook about graduating soon, suggesting that the test will

be easy. This implies an unrealistic expectation that leaves Rézia skeptical,

as she informally rebrands June as "Flat Tit" due to her appearance. As the

narrative unfolds, it's revealed that the narrator, who remains unnamed for

now, identifies as “the baby funeral singer,” hinting at a complex past that
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includes cultural interruptions—specifically their expulsion from their

homeland at just twenty-two, which adds depth to their character and

connects them to their longing for identity and belonging.

In this week of introductions, each character brings a distinct perspective

shaped by their background and experiences, setting the stage for the

exploration of personal histories and cultural connections as the story

progresses.
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Chapter 9 Summary: WEEK 4

Chapter Summary: Week 4 & Week 5

In the fourth week, Rézia proposes a visit to her restaurant after class, a

gathering that emphasizes camaraderie among the three Haitians—Rézia,

Mariselle, and the narrator. As they navigate their studies, particularly the

complexities of English grammar like the present perfect tense, their shared

background as the only Haitians in the class creates a bonding experience

filled with mutual understanding and support.

The restaurant itself is a colorful haven adorned with vibrant paintings

depicting everyday life, such as children playing games and women carrying

goods to market. The atmosphere is warm yet informal, and they uncover a

table to drink and share stories, with Rézia humorously noting the dusty fan

in the room is rarely used unless there’s a culinary mishap. The small seating

arrangement fosters closeness, though Mariselle maintains a slight distance,

marking her personal space. 

The narrator breaks the ice during a casual evening with a bottle of rum,

sharing snippets of his life in hopes that his friends will reciprocate. He

mentions nostalgic memories—playing games with his mother, fishing with

his father, and a moment of significance where he sang at the national
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palace. This act of vulnerability is intended to lighten their emotional

burdens by fostering deeper connections through shared experiences. 

As they engage in this exchange of personal histories and sorrows, the

atmosphere is charged with intimacy and trust. The hope is that together,

they can share their joys and heartaches, leaving the restaurant with a sense

of relief and companionship. 

The fifth week continues this theme of connection and exploration of self as

their discussions evolve, allowing the narrative to delve deeper into their

individual stories, inspiring a shared sense of belonging amid the challenges

of their surroundings.

Week Main Activities Key Themes

4 Visit to Rézia's restaurant; sharing
stories; studying English grammar.

Camaraderie, mutual understanding,
personal history, vulnerability.

5 Continued discussions; exploration of
personal stories.

Connection, belonging, emotional
relief.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of shared experiences and vulnerability

Critical Interpretation: In a world where isolation often prevails, the

chapter illustrates how sharing our personal histories can forge deep

connections that transcend silence and fear. Imagine being part of a

community where you can openly express your joys and sorrows—a

gathering that fosters trust and understanding among individuals from

similar backgrounds. This chapter inspires you to embrace

vulnerability, to share your story and invite others to do the same,

creating an environment where everyone feels seen and supported. In

your own life, consider the strength that can come from opening up to

your friends or family, and how this act can enrich your relationships,

provide comfort, and ultimately help you heal and grow together.
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Chapter 10 Summary: WEEK 7

In Week 7, the story unfolds as three women—Mariselle, Rézia, and the

 narrator—come together to prepare a meal, an act that becomes a catalyst

for the sharing of deeply personal stories that reveal their backgrounds and

the traumas that shaped their lives.

As they cook, Mariselle fries plantains but suffers a burn on her finger,

symbolizing the heat not only in cooking but in their shared struggles. Rézia

prepares stewed goat, while the narrator cooks rice with pigeon peas. Their

conversation transitions from the mundane act of cooking to the

extraordinary circumstances that led them to this moment of camaraderie in

exile.

Mariselle recounts her harrowing story of loss: her husband, a painter, was

killed for creating a portrait of the president that was deemed unflattering.

This brutal act of violence happened right after the portrait was displayed in

a gallery, showcasing the perilous consequences of dissent in their

homeland. This personal tragedy led Mariselle to flee, seeking safety away

from the oppressive regime.

The narrator shares a poignant memory from childhood when her father, a

humble fishmonger, was victimized by the brutal Tonton Macoute, a feared

paramilitary group known for their violent tactics in Haiti. After being taken
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away and returning transformed into a broken man, he vanished at sea,

leaving the narrator with haunting memories and a profound sorrow. The

mother's quiet revelation that her father was "across the waters" became a

vital moment in the narrator’s life, igniting her passion for singing. Through

her songs, she attempts to bridge the despair with hope, reaching out to her

father across the waves.

Rézia's story reveals her painful upbringing in a brothel after her parents

were unable to care for her. Living with her aunt, she experienced a

traumatic encounter with a uniformed man which leads to a loss of

innocence. The weight of this trauma was compounded when her aunt, on

her deathbed, confessed that she had been coerced into allowing the assault,

leaving Rézia with both grief and a lingering sense of betrayal.

As their meal comes together, the act of cooking symbolizes healing and

connection amid the pain of their pasts. Each woman’s story underscores

themes of resilience, survival, and the bonds forged through shared

suffering, setting the stage for their ongoing journey in search of identity and

belonging. 

Week 8 promises to deepen this exploration of their intertwined fates as they

continue to navigate their experiences of loss and the quest for hope in an

uncertain world.



Character Story Summary

Mariselle Her husband, a painter, was killed for creating an unflattering portrait of
the president, prompting her flight from an oppressive regime.

Narrator
The narrator recalls her father, a fishmonger, who was victimized by the
Tonton Macoute and returned a broken man, eventually leading to his
disappearance at sea.

Rézia
She was raised in a brothel and suffered trauma after a uniformed man's
assault, compounded by her aunt's deathbed confession of coercion,
creating grief and betrayal.

Theme The cooking scene symbolizes healing and connection, highlighting
resilience, survival, and the bonds formed through shared suffering.

Next
Week's
Focus

The exploration of the women's intertwined fates, loss, and the pursuit of
hope continues in Week 8.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of shared stories

Critical Interpretation: In the act of preparing a meal together, you find

solace in the shared stories of struggle and survival that connect you to

those around you. This chapter illustrates how opening up about your

past and listening to others can foster resilience and healing. Just as

Mariselle, Rézia, and the narrator bond over their pain, remember that

sharing your experiences can lighten your burdens and remind you

that you are not alone. By embracing vulnerability and creating

connections through storytelling, you can inspire hope and support in

your own life and in the lives of others.
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Chapter 11 Summary: WEEK 10

In Week 10, a group of friends—Mariselle, Rézia, and the narrator—find

 themselves enjoying a night out at a restaurant, drinking more than they

should. The atmosphere is heavy with the haze of alcohol, as Mariselle

savors her second glass of Pinot Noir while the narrator and Rézia opt for

rum, reveling in its bitter warmth. This indulgence leads the trio to ponder

both whimsical and somber topics, with Rézia, slightly intoxicated, urging

them to shift the conversation to something more uplifting.

Mariselle, however, introduces a curious question about becoming a funeral

singer, which prompts the narrator to reflect on her own poignant

experience. The narrator recalls her first public performance at her father's

memorial service, where she sang "Brother Timonie," a song deeply tied to

her emotions and memories of him. Following this, she became the go-to

singer for funerals in her town of Léogâne, performing various songs at the

request of grieving families and always being met with gratitude and

compensation.

As Rézia attempts to steer the conversation away from funerals, Mariselle

excitedly shares an intriguing encounter with Jackie Kennedy, the widow of

President John F. Kennedy. Mariselle describes how she spotted Jackie

arriving in Haiti on a luxurious yacht, her iconic style underscoring her

grace, even in the face of personal loss. With admiration, Mariselle recounts
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how Jackie Kennedy, who turned her own grief into a symbol of beauty,

commissioned a painting from her husband during this visit, making a

lasting impression on Mariselle’s life.

Moving into Week 11, the narrative further develops as the characters

navigate their intertwined stories, showcasing their struggles and aspirations

against the vibrant backdrop of Haiti. The conversations and reflections

serve as a poignant reminder of the weight of memory and the multifaceted

nature of human experience, particularly in the face of loss and celebration.

Week Characters Activities Reflections

10
Mariselle,
Rézia,
Narrator

Drinking at a restaurant Exploring whimsical and
somber topics

10 Mariselle Questions about
becoming a funeral singer

Narrator recalls singing at
her father's memorial

10 Narrator Becomes singer for
funerals

Meets gratitude from grieving
families

10 Mariselle Shares encounter with
Jackie Kennedy

Describes Jackie’s grace and
artistic endeavors

11
Mariselle,
Rézia,
Narrator

Interwoven stories Characteristics of memory,
loss, and celebration
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The transformative power of grief and memory

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, the narrator's journey from a

daughter mourning her father's loss to a respected funeral singer

encapsulates the profound way grief can shape our identities. As you

navigate your own life's challenges, consider how embracing and

sharing your memories of those you've lost can transform your pain

into something beautiful and meaningful. Just as the narrator found

purpose in her singing, you too can find strength in your experiences.

Use the memory of your loved ones not as a weight that holds you

back, but as a foundation to build resilience and compassion in your

own life.
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Chapter 12: WEEK 14

In Week 14, the three friends—Rézia, Mariselle, and Freda—grapple with

 the anxiety following a significant test while enjoying a simple meal of

leftover stew. Mariselle, having recently unpacked her suitcases, joyfully

shares that she has secured a job at an art gallery nearby, where she will sell

both various paintings and some by her husband. To celebrate this milestone,

they engage in a playful moment of camaraderie, holding hands and weaving

through the tightly spaced tables.

When Mariselle inquires about Freda’s future plans, Freda declares her

intention to join a militia and return to fight—a bold statement met with

laughter from her friends. Mariselle's amusement stems from the

juxtaposition of a woman's role in conflict and the historical context of the

1970s, referencing figures like Fidel Castro and his female fighters. Rézia,

however, expresses concern for Freda's safety, emphasizing the dire

consequences of such a decision.

The atmosphere shifts when Mariselle, caught in the moment, disrupts the

laughter by breaking a glass, prompting Rézia to remind them to be

respectful of her space. As the laughter fades, Mariselle suggests to Freda

that she should sing her own funeral song, a darkly humorous suggestion

given their shared context of uncertainty and danger.
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Encouraged by the moment, Freda takes the lead and begins to sing "Brother

Timonie," a song hinting at loss and longing. Her friends quickly join in,

transforming their somber theme into a spontaneous celebration of life and

resilience. They alternate lyrics, turning the song increasingly joyful as they

raise their glasses—both intact and shattered—in homage to their past

adversities and the unpredictable future that lies ahead. In this poignant

scene, they find solace in each other's company, weaving together

friendship, music, and the courage to face whatever comes next.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 1

In the opening chapter, we meet a looming figure who has come with

 malevolent intent—to assassinate a well-known preacher in Haiti. He

positions himself stealthily in his black DKW car, surveying the entrance of

the Baptist Church of the Angels in the impoverished Bel-Air district. This

church, notable for its large congregation and the preacher's influential radio

sermons, serves as a beacon of hope and defiance against the oppressive

regime represented by the president, referred to as the Sovereign One. The

preacher's messages inspire the community by evoking biblical heroes like

Esther and Jonah, contrasting sharply with the only prayer the regime

encourages, which glorifies subservience to power.

As the assassin awaits, he reflects on the preacher's rising influence and the

dangers that come with it. Rumors had circulated about the preacher's

enemies at the palace, which had been enraged by his call for resistance

against tyranny. Despite the threats, the preacher's unwavering faith

comforts his followers, who interpret his call to action as battling not

worldly oppression but spiritual evil.

Through the eyes of the assassin, we hear of his troubled past, tinged with

violence and a desire for freedom. Despite being a young man, he is defined

by his precarious position among the Miliciens, charged with terrorizing

dissidents on behalf of the government. His reflections hint at a longing for a
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different life beyond Haiti, suggesting he has dreamt of escaping and starting

anew.

The preparation for the assassination reveals the heightened tensions within

the community. The streets are alive with vendors and evening activity,

contrasting sharply with the ominous purpose of the man in the car. Caught

between a life of violence and a yearning for change, he finds solace in

substances that dull his senses and forget his haunting tasks. 

In a poignant encounter with a boy selling goods nearby, the man sees a

reflection of lost potential, realizing the boy's aspirations may mirror his

own, had circumstances been different. This brief interaction stirs in him

conflicting emotions about compassion, guilt, and hope for a better future.

The chapter paints a complex portrait of desire, violence, and the struggle for

both personal and communal salvation, setting a tense atmosphere that

foreshadows the impending conflict between oppression and defiance

embodied by the preacher and the assassin alike. The choices made in the

face of tyranny ripple through lives beyond their own, anchoring the

narrative in a rich historical and sociopolitical context.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 2

In this chapter, the narrative explores the life and psyche of a preacher

 determined to confront danger with courage and faith. As he sits at his long,

self-made mahogany table, sharing a modest supper of bread and ginger tea

in the company of three deacons, he faces their pleas to cancel the evening

service due to threats against his safety. Among them are senior deacon and

lifelong friend, Lionel Noël, and his brother Joël. The preacher, however,

remains resolute, believing he has made a divine pact with Heaven—ready

to sacrifice himself for his country amid a climate of fear and political

turmoil that has cost him dearly, including the life of his wife.

The chapter is steeped in the socio-political context of Haiti, where the

government employs violent measures against dissenters. The night before,

the execution of nineteen members of the palace guard signals the potential

dangers that loom over the preacher. Despite this, he resolves to face his fate

head-on, consciously channeling his fears through a series of vivid dreams

where he envisions heroic escapes from death. He believes his life should be

lived openly and bravely, rather than cowering in fear.

As the preacher sets out for his church, he navigates the vibrant yet

oppressive atmosphere of Rue Tirremasse, acknowledging his neighbors and

their struggles. He reflects on the harsh realities surrounding him, including

the children falling into delinquency and the passive spectating of the
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community in the face of governmental brutality. Each encounter serves as a

reminder of the interconnectedness of life in his community and the perilous

times they are living through.

Inside the church, the service unfolds with a somber yet passionate energy.

The congregation is smaller that evening, with many familiar faces absent

but a few curious visitors present, drawn by the preacher’s reputation and

perhaps the looming threat he faces. His sermon transforms into a poignant

eulogy for his deceased wife, inviting the congregation into his intimate

memories of her struggle and sorrow leading up to her death. He reflects on

their love, the guilt he feels over her untimely fate—poisoned, likely due to

his outspoken nature against the regime—and his desperate plea for her

forgiveness, revealing the weight of loss that burdens him.

The mood shifts dramatically as the service nears its conclusion. A group of

Volunteers, the feared militia enforcing the government’s will, storm into the

church, brandishing weapons and demanding obedience. Their arrival

disrupts the healing moment the preacher had been attempting to share with

his congregation, transforming the space from one of refuge and community

into a site of potential violence and chaos. The preacher's bravery will be

tested, not only by the arrival of these men but by the tumultuous

relationship he has with both his past and the current realities of his world.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 3

Summary of Chapters 3 and 4

In these chapters, we delve into the complex lives of two central characters

— a militia officer and a preacher — whose fates are intertwined within the

tragedy of Haiti during a period of political turmoil.

The protagonist, a young militia officer, grapples with his violent existence

in a regime marked by fear and oppression. He harbors a desire to escape

this life, dreaming of moving to a place where he can find solace among

Haitian expatriates in America, specifically Florida or New York. His

interest lies in observing the burgeoning Haitian communities that threaten

the political status quo, with aspirations to infiltrate their circles of expatriate

intellectuals who gather to discuss revolution. Yet, despite these aspirations,

he is bound by his role as an enforcer for the regime, increasingly conflicted

about his orders, particularly one involving the preacher, a figure he is to

eliminate.

The officer's past shapes his present; he grew up as the son of landowning

peasants but lost everything when political upheaval swept over Haiti.

Educated by Belgian priests alongside the children of the elite, he becomes

estranged from his roots when his family loses their land and subsequently
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collapses into insanity. This background propels him into a life as a member

of the Miliciens, a notorious security force known for its violence—often

regarded as tools of the oppressive regime. As he reminisces about his past,

he reflects on how he came to embody the power he once resented, wielding

authority over his childhood town, now seeing former peers come to him for

favors instead of the other way around.

Meanwhile, the preacher, a man of principle and faith, prepares to confront

his own demons. Surrounded by his deacons as he shares a meal, he

contemplates canceling his evening service out of concern for his safety,

especially after the execution of former government allies. He understands

that his visibility and vocal resistance against the regime might make him a

target, yet he believes in his calling to speak truth and deliver hope. The

preacher has come to terms with the possibility of martyrdom, associating

his potential death with a higher purpose, and aims to live bravely,

regardless of the consequences.

As night falls, he faces the reality of his existence under a repressive regime.

An aura of foreboding lingers as he makes his way to church, navigating

through familiar streets populated by community members who greet him

with warmth but are similarly aware of the risks they all face. His

commitment to his congregation is demonstrated through his energetic

sermon, a moving tribute to his deceased wife, laced with personal

reflections and expressions of guilt over her untimely demise. His narrative
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intertwines sorrow with moments of resilience, revealing the profound

impact of loss and the societal pressure to conform or resist.

The chapter culminates in abrupt violence when armed Miliciens storm the

church during his sermon, dragging the preacher away as chaos ensues. This

moment marks a turning point, indicating the direct consequences of

standing against authoritarian rule.

In parallel, we glimpse Anne, the preacher's estranged sister, as she feels an

ominous sensation of impending doom, triggered by memories of familial

loss. Her internal struggle mirrors the preacher's external challenges,

reinforcing the themes of fragility, fear, and the quest for personal truth

amidst societal turmoil.

Together, these chapters explore the intersections of power, loss, and

resistance amid the backdrop of Haiti's political landscape, setting the stage

for a gripping narrative that grapples with the cost of loyalty, faith, and the

fight for justice.
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Chapter 16: 4

In this chapter, a tense situation unfolds in a military barracks as the

 protagonist, under orders from the national palace, is instructed to release a

preacher who has been arrested. This twist emphasizes the importance of the

preacher's well-being and the implications of his arrest, which was intended

to be discreet but went awry, resembling more of a chaotic spectacle than an

effective operation. 

The protagonist's superior, Rosalie, plays a crucial role in this development.

A stout, bespectacled woman in her fifties, she is one of the few

high-ranking female officials, and her connection to the president reveals her

influence and ambition. Rosalie's relationship with the protagonist has

developed into a friendship built over shared experiences and conversations

about their mutual love for folklore. She had previously entertained him with

the local children's rhyme about Fillette Lalo, a mythical figure associated

with the abduction of children, which adds a layer of cultural context to her

character and their bond. 

However, in this moment, Rosalie’s demeanor shifts from camaraderie to

frustration. She chastises the protagonist for his poor judgment in executing

the arrest, implying that his actions were driven by a misguided desire for

cruelty. Her concern highlights the palace's motivation to prevent the

preacher from becoming a martyr, underscoring the political stakes involved.
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The protagonist feels the weight of his responsibility as Rosalie orders him

to ensure the preacher’s safe release, emphasizing that the situation has

escalated beyond his control. He is urged to manage the preacher’s fate

without further ado, reflecting the power dynamics at play within the regime.

As he prepares to confront the preacher, the protagonist experiences a

familiar anxiety, contemplating the psychology of prisoners and the nature

of their encounters. However, he reassures himself that he does not intend to

use force; instead, he plans to persuade the preacher to abandon his activities

and return home, suggesting a complex interplay of power, fear, and

influence in this fraught environment. The chapter showcases the themes of

authority, morality, and the precarious balancing act within a repressive

system, setting the stage for the dramatic interactions to come.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 5

Chapter Summary:

In the opening of this chapter, we dive into the tumultuous past of the

protagonist, who grew up in a Haitian community where local army officials

aimed to build summer homes, leading to the madness of his father and the

disappearance of his mother. Rumors swirl that she left for Jamaica with a

man who once loved her but lacked wealth or stability. This departure

profoundly affects the boy; at just nineteen, he joins the Miliciens, or Volun

teers for National Security, amid a socio-political rally in the capital.

The protagonist recounts the transformative experience of attending a speech

by the president, a spectacle that awakens his desire for a life beyond the

struggles of his upbringing. The commanding imagery of the national

palace, adorned soldiers, and the president's alarming threats rattle him; he

resolves never to return home. Under the influence of alcohol and the

electric atmosphere, he feels a profound awakening, imagining the chaotic

winds of angels over the crowd.

Shortly after this pivotal experience, he engages with a poor boy, giving him

money. This interaction highlights the class disparity and his yearning to

offer a better future to the next generation. However, the urgency of his

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


desires is soon eclipsed by the harsh realities of violence and power, leading

him to join the Miliciens, where he quickly rises in rank.

The protagonist's newfound status as a Milicien allows him to exploit his

position, gaining nourishment and sexual encounters while those who once

scorned him come seeking favors. He manipulates the fears of the townsfolk

who plead for help regarding their missing loved ones. This interactions

underlie his complex psyche as he balances his past with the role he has

adopted.

As the narrative progresses, scenes depict the brutality he inflicts on political

prisoners at the barracks, illuminating the destructive nature of power and

the loss of his own humanity in the process. He gleefully subjects them to

torturous trials, embodying the very oppression he once sought to escape.

Through flashbacks decades later, the haunting memories of his actions

linger, leaving a chilling impression of the man he has become. 

Moreover, we are introduced to a preacher, a moral counterpoint to the

protagonist, whose faith remains intact even as he grapples with the horrors

surrounding him. Despite the warnings from deacons to safeguard his life

amid looming threats, he remains resolute in his mission to serve his

community, even considering self-sacrifice for a greater cause.

On a fateful night, the preacher confronts his fears, aware that he might be

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


arrested or murdered as a result of his outspoken criticism of the

government. During his sermon, he reflects on the traumatic death of his

wife, convinced of the connection between his activism and her tragic fate.

The preacher's vulnerability is palpable as he seeks forgiveness, revealing

his inner torment and guilt, inadvertently alerting those who might wish to

silence him.

Ultimately, the preacher's worst fears are realized when him and his

followers are violently interrupted by the Miliciens. As he is forcibly taken

away, the narrative conveys the escalating tension of life under an

oppressive regime, intermingling the fates of the protagonist, the preacher,

and the conflicted youth of Haiti.

As night falls over the eerie streets, Anne, the preacher's sister, experiences a

supernatural sensation, reflecting on family tragedy and the unpredictability

of life, revealing an undercurrent of despair linked to their shared past.

The chapter draws to a close as one Milicien learns of the next steps for the

preacher, revealing a disconnect between perceived power and the deeper,

soul-rending consequences of violence—both for the oppressors and the

oppressed. This duality underscores the larger commentary on morality,

culpability, and the persistence of human dignity in the face of despair.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 7

In this chapter, we are introduced to a sinister figure who arrives early, two

 hours before a church service, with the intention of assassinating a

prominent preacher. He parks his black DKW, an inconspicuous vehicle,

close to the bustling vendors of Bel-Air, trying to secure the perfect vantage

point for his deadly mission. His physical presence—described as

resembling "a pig in a calabash"—draws the attention of nearby street

vendors, who are wary of him. Rumors have circulated about the preacher’s

controversial stance against corrupt powers, particularly after he began

broadcasting his sermons on the radio, defying the oppressive regime

represented by the president, who is known to crush dissent.

The preacher of L’Eglise Baptiste des Anges, the Baptist Church of the

Angels, has garnered a sizable following, using his platform to instill

courage among his listeners by invoking biblical heroes like Queen Esther

and David. His sermons challenge the status quo, urging followers to rise

against tyranny, which has attracted the ire of those in power, including the

president known as the Sovereign One, who has publicly executed perceived

traitors to instill fear across the nation.

Within the context of the preacher’s mission, the assassin reflects on various

motivations behind his actions. He rationalizes that by removing the

preacher, he would liberate the people of Bel-Air from what he perceives as
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detrimental religious indoctrination, pushing them away from Protestant

beliefs that he finds limiting. He sees the preacher as an obstacle to a return

to the ancestral beliefs and customs that have been overshadowed by

Christianity, which he associates with suffering and oppression.

As night approaches, the preacher’s imminent arrival for the service seems

certain, despite earlier incidents of violence aimed at him. The chapter

highlights the tension of the unfolding sociopolitical climate in Haiti, with

the president's brutal tactics designed to quell any dissenting voices. The

assassin, keenly aware of the stakes, prepares himself for the act he believes

will reshape the community’s future, caught in a moral struggle where his

deep-seated beliefs collide with the violence of his intentions. This complex

interplay of faith, resistance, and fear is pivotal, setting the stage for an

inevitable confrontation between power and defiance within the heart of

Bel-Air.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 8

In Chapter 8, the protagonist grapples with a profound sense of restlessness

 and an intense yearning for a different life, one removed from the turmoil of

Haiti. He dreams of moving to places like Florida or New York, where

vibrant Haitian expatriate communities thrive. His ambition is to quietly

observe the revolutionary sentiments brewing within these circles,

strategically integrating himself into cafés and art galleries where exiled

intellectuals gather to converse over coffee and rum, potentially igniting

their revolutionary fervor.

Despite holding onto dreams of liberation and a fresh start, he is entrenched

in a conflicting reality: he cannot escape until he fulfills the dangerous order

to eliminate a preacher, reinforcing his loyalty to a regime steeped in

oppression and violence. This internal struggle pushes him further into a

daily routine that includes stealing moments of pleasure and solace in the

form of cigarettes and rum. However, a childhood zinc deficiency has

robbed him of the ability to savor flavors, leading him to seek out sensory

experiences through the smells and sounds surrounding him.

As he navigates his troubled life, he engages with prisoners through games,

providing them with a flicker of hope that a victory could lead to their

survival. These moments illustrate the thin line between despair and hope

that permeates his existence. A prophetic dream of escaping Haiti disguised

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


as a nun haunts him, suggesting that he is acutely aware of the

precariousness of his situation.

Amidst this thoughtful introspection, his past reveals itself—his parents

were landowning peasants who sacrificed their wealth for his education at a

school attended by the children of the elite, which underscores the stark

social divide within Haiti. Yet, with the rise of the current regime, his

family’s fortunes have crumbled, leaving him to grapple with loss and a

longing for a lost heritage even as the weight of his violent responsibilities

pulls him deeper into darkness. The chapter closes with a sense of

inevitability as he prepares to confront his fate, caught between duty and the

hope of liberation.
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Chapter 20: 9

In these chapters, the tension escalates in Haiti as a preacher, known for his

 courageous sermons against the oppressive regime, faces an imminent

threat. Early in the night, a hitman, tasked with a deadly mission to kill him,

awaits outside his church. He contemplates the task ahead as he surveys the

bustling street vendors and reflects on his subordinate role , fueled by hatred

toward the preacher's influence over the impoverished community. The

preacher has garnered both fervent support from his congregation and ire

from the powerful, particularly due to his sermons broadcasted on radio,

which call for resistance against tyranny and memory of courageous biblical

figures.

The protagonist's struggle with his past and identity emerges as we learn of

his tumultuous childhood and how he became a member of the Volunteers

for National Security following family tragedies. Despite his ambition to

escape this life of banal violence and control, he is bound by duty and fear,

chained to malevolent orders from the ruling power. In parallel, the preacher

prepares to lead another service, embodying strength and faith amid the

threats he faces, even as conspiracies against him deepen.

As night falls, the preacher’s resolve grows stronger. He refuses to succumb

to fear, believing in the significance of his life and the potential martyrdom

his death could inspire in his people. Grounded in faith, he embarks toward
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the church despite warnings from his deacons, who suggest postponing the

service due to growing threats. Yet, he considers his duty to lead the

congregation.

Inside the church, however, the atmosphere thickens as the preacher recalls

the painful past of losing his wife, an event intricately connected to the

government’s malice. The evening's service is met with an attendance that

feels both supportive and apprehensive, as they collectively sense the

impending danger hanging over their heads.

The hitman, grappling with conflicting emotions, unexpectedly recalls the

brutal reality the preacher’s congregation lives through while he executes

tyrannical orders, motivating his decision to follow through with the painful

mission he's been commanded to perform. In an unfortunate turn, during the

chaotic attempt to apprehend the preacher, orders shift unexpectedly as a

warning comes from the palace to release him instead of executing him. This

twist injects more chaos into the already fraught atmosphere.

As the plot deepens, Anne, the preacher’s sister, experiences her own

turmoil—fearing for her brother and feeling the unexpected grip of a

supernatural episode. Her journey, filled with urgency and desperation, leads

her to the military barracks where her brother has been taken. This dire

situation showcases the urgency and level of personal stakes involved, as

familial ties and societal pressures intertwine in the fight against oppression.
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Ultimately, a confrontation unfolds in the barracks as various factions vie for

power. The zeal of the ruling order clashes violently with that of the

oppressed, leading to a ferocious finality. Amid the turmoil, the preacher’s

fate and the impact of his legacy become starkly real—a symbol of hope for

the voiceless, but ultimately, a tragic rippling consequence of resistance

against a ruthless regime. The narrative threads of violence, resilience, and

the unyielding pursuit of justice culminate, establishing the profound

struggles endemic to many under authoritarian rule.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 11

In Chapter 11, the atmosphere is somber as the narrator observes the

 aftermath of violence. A man lies wounded, his face a canvas of dried

blood, shifting from fresh red to dark hues, mirroring his deteriorating

condition. Outside, the gentle dawn breaks, contrasting the grim scene

inside. The narrator watches a muted funeral procession shuffle by, hinting

at the lives lost and the sorrow of those unable to afford a grand

funeral—possibly signaling a deeper societal issue of poverty.

After the procession, she searches the sparsely furnished house for items to

tend to the man's wounds but finds only basic necessities—no medical

supplies. Determined to help, she decides to venture outside to gather

supplies, specifically ginger, honey, and yerba buena—a fresh mint

commonly used for medicinal infusions.

As she navigates the streets, she instinctively avoids the cemetery, perhaps

overwhelmed by the recent events or the weight of loss that fills the air. A

few vendors are setting up in the market, and she approaches one—a gaunt

dwarf with an oversized head who listens to a radio broadcast of recent

news. Despite her lack of money and her disheveled appearance in only a

nightgown, he offers her the ingredients she needs on credit, showing a

glimmer of human kindness. Their exchange reveals her desperation as she

silently acknowledges the man's assumption that her visit signals a role as a
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healer, further emphasizing her vulnerability in this moment of crisis. 

This chapter underscores themes of mortality, social struggles, and human

compassion, setting the stage for the narrator's determination to aid the

wounded man despite her own precarious circumstances.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 12

In chapter 12, the protagonist finds himself dreaming of his childhood in

 Léogâne, a picturesque coastal town in Haiti. In this reverie, he is with his

mother, tending to their vegetable garden on a tranquil morning. The warmth

of the earth and the sounds of nature surround them as they plant seeds that

will grow into mango, papaya, guava, and avocado trees. His mother, a

nurturing figure, teaches him about a particular plant, the fèy wònt (mimosa

pudica or shame plant). When he touches its delicate leaves, they fold in

upon themselves, a whimsical representation of how nature can respond to

touch and attention. This dream symbolizes his longing for connection and a

simpler time in his life.

However, the dream abruptly shatters when he is awoken by the sound of his

front door. His head swims with memories of a tumultuous night marked by

fear and uncertainty: a church, a minister, gunfire, and pain. As he sits up, he

instinctively reaches for his gun, only to find it empty, a metaphor for his

vulnerability and the precariousness of his current situation.

His unexpected visitor is a woman, obscured by dirt and blood, her eyes

aflame with emotion. She carries items meant to aid him—a bottle of honey,

ginger, and yerba buena (a type of mint)—intending to prepare a remedy for

his wounds. Despite her shock, her voice remains calm, a contrast to the

chaos engulfing him. She asks the simple yet profound question, "What did
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they do to you?" Her inquiry serves as a lifeline, allowing him to express a

semblance of freedom: "I'm free. I finally escaped."

In this moment, he reflects on the significance of his escape—not just from

physical captivity but from the burdens of his past life. He contemplates

revealing his deeper truths to her, thoughts of his family and childhood

creeping into his mind. Yet, he is acutely aware of the fragility of his

connection with this woman; uncertainty lingers in the air, prompting

questions about her presence and the circumstances that brought her to him.

As she lays her supplies at the foot of his mattress, the man considers her

motivations for being outside the prison so late, feeling an unspoken link

that suggests she may indeed hold the key to his healing, both physically and

emotionally. The chapter highlights themes of memory, escape, and the

fragility of human connection amid chaos and violence, setting the stage for

the deeper revelations that lie ahead.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 13

In this chapter, the narrative revolves around a mother grappling with grief

 and the complicated nature of her family ties. The mother reflects on the

recent tumultuous events surrounding her family, particularly the arrest of

her stepbrother, a preacher, who tragically took his own life. Her thoughts

veer between various haunting memories and the absurdities of her present

feelings, muddled by the chaotic emotions that the news of her stepbrother’s

death has dredged up.

Amidst her reflections, she encounters a fat man, whose presence evokes a

sense of haunting familiarity, perhaps hinting at deeper connections with her

family’s past. Though she does not think of him as her long-lost half-brother

submerged in the sea or as a ghostly figure from her family's history, his

appearance stirs up feelings of a hollow grief that has lasted for years - a

persistent reminder of loss and longing.

As the plot unfolds, we see her in a moment of mundane domesticity, eating

pie, when her daughter calls from Lakeland. The conversation reveals the

tension between them: the daughter is cold and judgmental, distressed by the

revelations about her father's past. The mother struggles to form a coherent

response, feeling disconnected yet desperate to convey the complexities of

her love for her husband and the weight of their shared history.
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She recalls the beginnings of her relationship with him, marked by an

eventful flight to New York that symbolized both a fresh start and the

shadow of their pasts. Their marriage, initially a partnership born out of

necessity, evolved into a strained yet enduring love—different from what her

daughter might expect. The birth of their daughter compelled them to

communicate and navigate their shared burdens, albeit with an unspoken

understanding of the darker aspects of their lives that they both tiptoe

around.

Amid her internal turmoil, the mother's thoughts drift back to the preacher.

She acknowledges how they both live in denial of the tragic reality

surrounding his death while channeling their conversations through coded

language, as neither can fully face the haunting truth of their pasts.

As the chapter draws to a close, we witness the mother's profound sense of

loneliness, exacerbated by the abrupt end of her conversation with her

daughter. She grapples with the unbridgeable gap between them and the

inexplicable fear that those she loves may forever slip away from her.

Ghostly remnants of her lost brother and the spirits from her past haunt her,

particularly marked by the lingering news that he left no trace behind when

he died, deepening her emotional estrangement and fear of loss. The

complexity of love, loss, and the unending quest for reconciliation permeates

her thoughts, leaving her adrift within her own mind.
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