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The Housekeeper And The Professor Summary
Mathematics, memory, and the bonds we create.
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About the book

�I�n� �"�T�h�e� �H�o�u�s�e�k�e�e�p�e�r� �a�n�d� �t�h�e� �P�r�o�f�e�s�s�o�r�,�"� �Y�M�k�o� �O�g�a�w�a� �m�a�s�t�e�r�f�u�l�l�y� �w�e�a�v�e�s� �a

poignant tale of connection and the transcendent power of mathematics

through the unlikely friendship between a brilliant mathematician whose

memory lasts only 80 minutes and a dedicated housekeeper who enters his

world of numbers and patterns. As she navigates the complexities of his

unique mind, filled with mathematical wonders and vibrant memories that

flicker in and out like a fading dream, readers are drawn into an exploration

of love, loss, and the beauty of human connections. This enchanting

narrative not only illuminates the intricate relationships within a household

but also celebrates the profound ways in which knowledge and

understanding can bridge the gaps between people, urging us all to embrace

the extraordinary in the ordinary. Join the characters on their journey of

discovery and witness how simple acts of kindness resonate long after they

are forgotten.
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About the author

�Y�M�k�o� �O�g�a�w�a� �i�s� �a� �c�e�l�e�b�r�a�t�e�d� �J�a�p�a�n�e�s�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �k�n�o�w�n� �f�o�r� �h�e�r� �m�e�t�i�c�u�l�o�u�s� �p�r�o�s�e

and compelling narratives that often explore themes of memory, identity,

and the complexities of human relationships. Born in 1962 in Okayama,

Japan, Ogawa gained prominence in the literary world with her debut novel,

"The Woman on the Other Shore," which showcased her talent for weaving

intricate psychological landscapes. Throughout her career, she has published

numerous novels, essays, and short stories, earning several prestigious

accolades, including the Naoki Prize and the Yasuda Prize for Literature. Her

works have been translated into multiple languages, allowing readers

worldwide to engage with her unique perspective and richly crafted

characters, as exemplified in her acclaimed novel "The Housekeeper and the

Professor," which delicately intertwines mathematics, memory, and the

profound impact of human connections.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

In the first chapter of this narrative, we are introduced to the Professor, an

 eccentric, aging mathematician who has sustained irreversible brain damage

from a car accident, affecting his memory. He can only retain information

for approximately eighty minutes since the accident, which occurred

seventeen years prior, leading him to live in a world where every encounter

is a repeated introduction. We meet the narrator, a housekeeper assigned to

his care, who begins to navigate the unique challenges associated with

working for someone with such a profound memory limitation.

The Professor affectionately nicknames the narrator’s son, Root, due to the

flat top of his head resembling the square root symbol. This serves as a

segue into the Professor’s passion for numbers and mathematics. He teaches

the narrator and Root about complex mathematical concepts, illustrating the

beauty and elegance of numbers. The Professor finds joy in their guessing

and exploration of problems rather than pressuring them for correct answers,

a method he believes fosters discovery and creative thought.

The backdrop shifts to the narrator’s experience with the Akebono

Housekeeping Agency, where she learns of her new employer's complicated

history. The Professor’s sister-in-law, a reserved and nervous woman,

explains the series of housekeepers that have come before—the blue stars on

the Professor’s client card symbolize how often he has gone through
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housekeepers, and it is clear that he is seen as a challenging client due to his

peculiarities and memory issues.

Intrigued by the Professor's unique situation and shocked by his memory

barriers, the narrator is tasked with caring for him, which includes preparing

meals and managing his household. Despite the weariness from her

demanding first day, she discovers notes pinned to the Professor’s clothing,

each reflecting remnants of his past thoughts and reminders that serve as a

frayed connection to his former self. 

The cottage they inhabit is sparsely furnished and cluttered with

mathematical texts and notes, revealing both the Professor's intense focus on

his subjects and the neglect that has characterized his living conditions since

his accident. Throughout their interactions, the narrator learns about the

Professor's life as a once-renowned number theorist, his prior life

experiences, and how he has transformed into a fundamentally different

person—one who communicates primarily through numbers and

mathematical inquiries due to his memory condition.

As the days progress, the narrator adjusts to her responsibilities while

discovering the Professor's idiosyncrasies. His interactions with her are

reminiscent of first meetings, consistently asking her shoe size and phone

number. Yet through these repetitive exchanges, she begins to build a rapport

with him and understand the beauty he finds in mathematics.
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Finally, an intimate moment occurs as the Professor introduces the narrator

to the idea of "amicable numbers" through a relatable discussion about their

birthdays and the connection established between the numbers 220 and 284.

This experience fosters a burgeoning bond between them, showcasing the

Professor's enduring passion for mathematics and providing heartfelt insight

into his character. This connection illuminates both the divisions and shared

experiences that arise out of his limitations, illustrating a rich tapestry of

human experience through the lens of numeracy.

Aspect Description

Professor's
Condition

An eccentric, aging mathematician with irreversible brain damage from
a car accident, losing memory after approximately eighty minutes.

Narrator A housekeeper assigned to care for the Professor, who navigates the
challenges of his memory limitations.

Nickname for
Root

The Professor affectionately calls the narrator’s son, Root, due to his
flat top resembling the square root symbol.

Mathematics
Teaching

The Professor teaches the narrator and Root about complex
mathematical concepts without the pressure for correct answers,
encouraging discovery.

Housekeeping
Agency

The narrator learns about the challenging history of the Professor's
previous housekeepers, indicated by blue stars on his client card.

Your Tasks
The narrator is responsible for preparing meals and managing the
Professor's household, while also discovering notes on his clothing as
reminders of his past.

Cottage A sparsely furnished, cluttered space filled with mathematical texts
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Aspect Description

Environment representing the Professor's focus and neglect since the accident.

Building
Rapport

The narrator develops a relationship with the Professor despite his
repetitive questions about her shoe size and phone number.

Amicable
Numbers

An intimate moment occurs as the Professor introduces the narrator to
the concept of amicable numbers, symbolizing their growing
connection.

Theme
The narrative explores human experience through mathematics,
highlighting both divisions and shared experiences due to the
Professor's limitations.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Finding joy in exploration and discovery

Critical Interpretation: The Professor's approach to mathematics

emphasizes the importance of embracing curiosity and the journey of

learning rather than fixating solely on outcomes. By inviting you to

see knowledge as a playful exploration, this key lesson encourages

you to approach life's challenges with a sense of wonder, reminding

you that every mistake or misstep can lead to deeper understanding

and personal growth. Embracing this mindset allows you to transform

mundane tasks into enriching experiences, fostering creativity and

resilience in your daily life.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In the outlined chapters, the narrator, a housekeeper working for a reclusive

 mathematics professor, embarks on a personal quest to uncover the mystery

of amicable numbers—pairs of numbers where the sum of the factors of each

equals the other. Driven by curiosity, she initially approaches the task

intuitively but grapples with frustration when her attempts yield no results.

In her exploration, she discovers that the number 28 is intriguing because it

equals the sum of its factors, but she quickly realizes that her earlier insights

about amicable numbers were more elusive than she anticipated.

As she settles into her routine with the Professor, she notices the

peculiarities of his memory, which resets every day around 1975. This quirk

makes her job unique; while she maintains a clean home and provides meals,

she’s also constantly expected to guide him back to the present. The

Professor has a fixation on time, particularly the precise eighty minutes that

she must return from her errands. He becomes disoriented when the present

diverges too much from his fixed mental timeline, and their conversations

often circle back to math, a subject he teaches with great passion, revealing

profound respect for the concepts he loves.

An unexpected confrontation arises when the Professor learns that the

narrator has a ten-year-old son, Root, whom she leaves at home while she

works. This revelation distresses him, leading him to insist that Root come
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to the Professor's house after school, ensuring the boy is never left alone.

The kindness hidden beneath the Professor's eccentricity begins to reveal

itself, illustrating a paternal instinct as he welcomes Root enthusiastically,

even giving him the nickname "Root," a reference to the mathematical

symbol for square roots that conveys shelter and nurturance.

With Root’s arrival, the dynamic shifts into a newfound routine. The

Professor not only becomes a mathematical mentor to Root but also offers

him the attention and support he craves. Their time together flourishes, filled

with laughter and conversation about math, which the Professor presents as

an art form, full of rhythm and elegance. He inspires Root, making math

enjoyable, thus nurturing his intellect and emotional growth as they tackle

homework together.

The relationship grows deeper as the chapters weave together the narrative

of the narrator’s background—her struggles as a single mother, the

complexities of her own upbringing, and her mother’s efforts to provide an

illusion of a complete family despite their circumstances. These memories

resonate as she watches Root bond with the Professor, who fills a fatherly

void in their lives.

As they settle into family life—complete with dinners and shared

conversations—the Professor’s strict adherence to routines blends with the

warmth of shared meals and the innocent joy of childhood. Root thrives
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under the Professor’s guidance, and the trio finds solace in their unusual

family dynamic, creating a sense of unity amidst the backdrop of

mathematics, love, and growing together. The reverberating themes of

connection, protection, and the beauty of numbers in their newfound life

together reflect a rich tapestry of human emotion and intellect.

Chapter Overview Key Themes Character Dynamics

            The housekeeper works for
a professor fascinated by
mathematics, particularly amicable
numbers. Despite beginning with
intuition, she faces challenges in
understanding these concepts fully.
Notably, she discovers the
properties of the number 28 but
struggles with deeper
comprehension.
        

            Curiosity,
personal growth,
and the search for
connection
through math.
The beauty of
numbers and their
application in
daily life amidst
emotional
struggles.
        

            The housekeeper
manages her routine with
the Professor, who has
memory issues resetting
around 1975. Their
dynamic evolves when
she introduces her son
Root, leading to the
Professor adopting a
mentor-like role.
        

            The Professor's unique
memory quirks lead him to depend
on the housekeeper while providing
her with stability. His obsession with
time results in emotional and
educational exchanges filled with
passion for mathematics.
        

            The
nurturing bond
between the
characters, the
importance of
mentorship, and
the nurturing
qualities of the
Professor
demonstrate
paternal instincts.
        

            Root blossoms
under the Professor's
guidance, forming a
familial bond that
compensates for the
absence of a traditional
father figure, enriching all
their lives.
        

            As the housekeeper reflects
on her past struggles and desire for
familial completeness, the

           
Interpersonal
relationships, the

            Their evolving
family life characterized
by shared meals and
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Chapter Overview Key Themes Character Dynamics

relationship with Root and the
Professor deepens, providing
emotional support and stability for
both her and her son.
        

impact of
mentorship, and
the exploration of
familial love.
        

laughter lays the
foundation for Root’s
intellectual and emotional
development, while the
Professor thrives amidst
their exchanges.
        

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Nurturing Relationships

Critical Interpretation: Consider how the Professor's care for the

housekeeper and her son illustrates the vital role of nurturing

relationships in our lives. Just as he provides guidance and warmth,

creating a supportive atmosphere for learning and growth, you too can

foster connections with those around you. In a world where

distractions abound, the relationships we cultivate can serve as our

shelter and encouragement, inspiring us to reach our potential through

mutual respect and shared experiences. Embrace the opportunity to be

a mentor, a friend, or a guiding figure to others, just as the Professor

opens his heart and home, showing that true kindness strengthens the

fabric of our lives.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

In this chapter, the narrator makes a concerted effort to get the Professor

 outside, as he had been cooped up in the house for too long. The Professor

is initially resistant but is ultimately persuaded to take a walk, with the

narrator emphasizing the beauty of the cherry blossoms and suggesting a

visit to the barber. Their relationship is deeply affectionate, with the narrator

acting almost like a caretaker for the absent-minded Professor, who often

forgets things due to his memory condition.

Once outside, the Professor seems uncomfortable and preoccupied, showing

little interest in the sights around him. The visit to the barbershop reveals his

anxiety—he struggles to engage in ordinary conversation, which results in a

tense atmosphere. Despite the barber’s kindness and attempts to reassure

him, the Professor's demeanor reflects his internal turmoil.

After the haircut, they spend time in a nearby park, where the Professor’s

demeanor shifts as he talks about his mathematical studies, describing them

as a search for fundamental truths—his passion for numbers comes alive. He

explains complex mathematical theories, talking about perfect numbers and

integer relationships with an eloquence that contrasts sharply with the

nervous man we saw in the barbershop. The Professor even engages the

narrator by exploring the concept of perfect numbers, such as 6 and 28,

illuminating their significance with enthusiasm.
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The scene shifts to the arrival of Root, the narrator’s son, who has a simple

math problem involving the sum of numbers from 1 to 10. The Professor,

through his unique perspective on numbers, encourages Root to think

beyond conventional methods and find another way to reach the correct

answer. Their playful exchange reflects not only a typical teacher-student

dynamic but also a deeper connection that transcends the Professor’s

memory issues.

In a subsequent discussion, Root relates to the Professor by expressing his

disappointment in not having seen him enjoy a baseball game. The

Professor, who had always studied baseball statistics with fervor but never

actually watched a game, is left rattled when he learns that former star

pitcher Enatsu is now retired—a realization that distresses him greatly. This

moment underscores the impact of the Professor’s memory loss; though he

retains academic knowledge, he is often devoid of personal experiences that

would enhance his understanding.

Amidst this turmoil, Root expresses the need to fix a broken radio, leading

to a playful math challenge posed by the Professor—a task that invokes both

excitement and frustration for Root, who reluctantly accepts. The chapter

culminates with the narrator’s deepening obsession with numbers as she

seeks alternative solutions to simple mathematical problems, hinting at an

emerging connection between mathematics, memory, and personal
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relationships.

The opponents of the chapter can thus be gleaned as a celebration of

creativity in learning, the exploration of relationships in the face of memory

loss, and the beauty discovered through mathematics, demonstrating how

numbers can play a pivotal role in understanding not just academic

principles but bonds between individuals. The chapter wraps up with the

promise of more adventure, setting the stage for Root's forthcoming

challenge that encourages him to think critically, bringing both him and the

Professor closer together through the pursuit of knowledge.

Aspect Details

Setting The Professor's confinement and later outside, in a park and
barbershop.

Main Characters Narrator, Professor, Root (the narrator's son)

Professor's
Condition Absent-mindedness due to a memory condition.

Narrator's Role Caregiver, encouraging the Professor to experience the outside
world.

Emotional Tone Affectionate, yet tense, especially in the barber's shop.

Mathematics
Theme

The Professor discusses mathematical theories, highlighting his
passion.

Connection with
Root Encouragement to think creatively about a simple math problem.
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Aspect Details

Impact of
Memory Loss

The Professor struggles with feelings of loss regarding personal
experiences like baseball.

Final Challenge Root faces a math challenge relating to fixing a radio, fostering
deeper connections.

Overall Themes Creativity in learning, relationships amid memory loss, beauty in
mathematics.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of creativity in learning and

problem-solving

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you are reminded of how

essential it is to think outside the box, especially when faced with

challenges. Just like the Professor encourages Root to explore

alternative methods to solve a simple math problem, you too can

embrace a creative approach in your own life. Whether it’s in your

studies, work, or personal endeavors, don't shy away from

unconventional solutions. This chapter inspires you to see challenges

as opportunities for innovative thinking and collaboration, ultimately

strengthening your connections with others and leading to personal

growth.
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Chapter 4: 

In Chapter 4, we delve into the unique bond formed between the Professor,

 an elderly man with a profound love for prime numbers, and the narrator

and Root, two young individuals who become captivated by the Professor’s

passion for mathematics. The narrative highlights the Professor’s deep

affection for prime numbers, which are defined as integers greater than 1

that have no divisors other than one and themselves. To the Professor, these

numbers are more than mere arithmetic; they represent beauty, mystery, and

intrigue. His propensity to speak endlessly about them inspires a shared

enthusiasm in both the narrator and Root, fostering a sense of camaraderie as

they bond over their shared fascination, despite the repetitive nature of his

stories.

As the story unfolds, we learn about the importance of evening

conversations when the tension of the day fades, allowing the Professor to

shine in his element. The children, while aware of the Professor’s memory

lapses due to a past accident, make a concerted effort to engage with him

without revealing the truth about his cognitive decline. This careful approach

is rooted in a deep respect for the Professor, who treats them as true

mathematicians and values their contributions to his musings.

The chapter also introduces the concept of twin primes—pairs of prime

numbers that are two units apart—adding layers to the narrative’s ode to the
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wonders of mathematics. The Professor’s excitement about sharing these

concepts reflects his desire to illuminate the unknown, emphasizing that the

beauty of mathematics often lies in what remains unsolved.

The tranquility of their routine is shattered when Root accidentally injures

himself while attempting to peel an apple. Although it is a minor injury, the

Professor’s overpowering dread and anxiety escalate the situation to a panic,

revealing his profound attachment to Root and his childlike fear of chaos.

Despite the seemingly innocuous nature of the injury, the Professor’s

protective instincts kick in fiercely, showcasing both his vulnerability and

strength as a caretaker.

After the injury, a sense of urgency leads to a whirlwind trip to a nearby

clinic where the Professor's earlier calm is replaced with distress as he

carries Root on his back. The poignant moments in the clinic intersperse

light mathematics with the weight of emotional intensity as the Professor

discusses triangular numbers, a mathematical concept that creates aesthetic

beauty from the simple arrangement of dots. This juxtaposition between the

numbers and their real-world implications creates an insightful reflection on

how the Professor navigates his emotions—using math as a safe haven

amidst chaos.

As the day concludes, Root expresses his emotional turmoil about the

accident, feeling conflicted over the presence of the Professor during his
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mishap, which highlights a deep-seated loyalty. This chapter beautifully

intertwines math with personal growth, challenging the characters to

confront their feelings throughout their interactions with each other, while

showcasing how a love for numbers can bridge gaps in communication and

understanding.

In summary, Chapter 4 offers a rich exploration of the bonds created through

shared interests, the anxiety surrounding care and responsibility, and the

profound beauty found in both mathematics and human connection. The

imperfections in their interactions unveil the complexities of their

relationships, forging a narrative that is both touching and intellectually

stimulating.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In this chapter, the narrative celebrates the peculiarities and eccentricities of

 the Professor, a mathematical savant with unique talents that extend beyond

numbers. One day, while Root, the Professor's young companion, wrestles

with a homework assignment involving palindromes, the Professor reveals

an extraordinary ability: reversing syllables of spoken phrases with

astonishing speed. This talent, which he performs almost unconsciously,

captivates Root and serves as a glimpse into the Professor's complex and

fascinating mind. Despite his skill, the Professor dismisses it as trivial,

unaware of its potential to impress others.

Alongside his verbal prowess, the Professor feels a profound connection to

the evening star, which he claims to see long before anyone else. He finds

comfort in this simple yet profound pursuit, suggesting that he interacts with

the world in a manner colored by both beauty and nostalgia. Their friendship

grows through shared moments, although Root's mood tints their

interactions with a hint of lingering resentment over a past misunderstanding

regarding the Professor.

An unexpected discovery in the Professor's study—a hidden cookie tin filled

with impeccably maintained baseball cards of the Hanshin Tigers—sheds

light on his longtime passion for baseball. Each card features detailed

statistics and player bios, punctuating his love for the game in an era long
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past. Among the collection, Yutaka Enatsu stands out, a legendary pitcher

for the Tigers, celebrated in vibrant detail. 

The chapter deepens as the narrator discovers old notebooks filled with

complex equations and mathematical symbols. The beauty of the formulas

captivates her, hinting at the Professor's genius and the myriad thoughts

unfathomable to her. Scrawled notes in the margins reveal his mind

wrestling with both abstract concepts and personal musings, hinting at

memories long tied to these scribbles.

With a desire to bond, the narrator plans a trip to a Tigers game, imagining

this as an opportunity for the Professor and Root to share joy outside their

routine. However, Root expresses concerns about the Professor's anxiety in

crowds and his detachment from the present moment, suggesting that such

spontaneity could overwhelm him. Yet, the excitement of attending a game,

especially for Root, moves the narrator forward in her plans.

As the game day approaches, both excitement and apprehension fill the air.

On the day of the game, a bright and sunny June 2, Root wears a Tigers cap

and clutches a megaphone, while the Professor arrives in his usual attire,

surrounded by his familiar notes. Their journey to the stadium is marked by

Root's enthusiasm and the Professor's nervousness, who clings to Root’s

hand, but as they approach the grand view of the diamond, awe takes hold of

them all.
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At the game, the difference in their dispositions becomes evident. While

Root is exuberant, the Professor, a mathematician at heart, quickly shifts to

analyzing the game through numbers. He lectures on the diamond’s

measurements, historical records, and even the odds of events occurring. His

explanations blend into the atmosphere of excitement, striking a balance

between his analytical nature and burgeoning enjoyment of the moment.

As the game progresses and the Tigers secure a significant lead, the shared

experience gradually mesmerizes the Professor, drawing his focus away

from superficial details. The intense atmosphere creates a cherished moment

between Root, the Professor, and the collective crowd. Yet, the climax

arrives in a startling moment when a foul ball ricochets towards them,

prompting the Professor to instinctively shield Root from harm. This act

fosters a profound bond between them, reinforcing the protective, nurturing

side of the Professor.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates a day filled with wonder, shared

interests, and the bonds formed through unexpected experiences—an ode to

friendship that intertwines numbers, nostalgia for old passions, and the

present joys of life.

Aspect Details
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Aspect Details

Professor's
Character

Mathematical savant with unique talents, notably reversing
syllables quickly.

Relationship with
Root

Growing friendship marked by shared moments, but tinged with
past misunderstandings.

Passion for
Baseball

Discovers baseball cards of the Hanshin Tigers, revealing his love
for the game, especially Yutaka Enatsu.

Mathematical
Genius

Old notebooks filled with equations and symbols indicating
complexity and depth in thought.

Planned Tigers
Game

Narrator plans a trip to a game to foster bonding, despite concerns
over the Professor's anxiety in crowds.

Game Day
Experience

Excitement and apprehension; Root is enthusiastic while the
Professor remains analytical.

Professor's
Response to
Game

Shifts focus to statistical analysis, blending joy with his analytical
nature.

Climactic Moment Professor shields Root from a foul ball, reinforcing their bond and
protective nature.

Chapter Themes Wonder, friendship, shared interests, nostalgia, and joy of life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the beauty of the present moment

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate your daily life, remember the

Professor's profound connection to the evening star and his eventual

engagement at the baseball game. These experiences remind you of

the importance of immersing yourself in the present, allowing joy and

beauty to unfold around you. Life's simple pleasures often harbor deep

connections, and by appreciating these moments—whether it's a

captivating sunset or the thrill of a shared experience—you can foster

relationships and enrich your own narrative. Like the Professor, who

initially seems detached but finds fulfillment in the shared joy of a

game, let yourself be drawn into the world around you, embracing

each opportunity that nurturing friendships and unexpected

experiences offer.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

In Chapter 6, the focus shifts to the aftermath of a baseball game that the

 narrator and Root attended alongside the Professor. They arrive at the

Professor's cottage late at night, and while Root is excited, the Professor

shows signs of exhaustion, leading the narrator to decide to stay the night to

ensure he is taken care of. Upon settling in, the Professor exhibits symptoms

of a high fever, prompting immediate concern from the narrator, who opts to

forgo agency rules and stay to tend to him.

As the night unfolds, the Professor, battling fever and exhaustion, murmurs

memories of baseball games that hold significance for him, but his mental

state is fragile, and he becomes more emotionally vulnerable, crying quietly

in his sleep, oblivious to the recent game and the people around him. The

narrator grapples with the reality of the Professor’s cognitive affliction—his

inability to retain memories beyond approximately eighty minutes due to a

traumatic brain injury.

Despite the narrator's efforts to care for the fever, which involves using ice

packs and preparing tea to hydrate him, the Professor's health continues to

decline over the next few days. With no sign of improvement and the

concern for his well-being growing, the narrator resorted to feeding him

when he remained unresponsive. Throughout this time, Root comes and

goes, checking on the Professor but also focusing on his own schoolwork.
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Eventually, on the fourth day, the Professor's fever subsides and he recovers,

displaying signs of normalcy as he returns to his routine of reading and

engaging with Root. However, this recovery momentarily masks the

underlying issue of his memory impairment. The chapter takes a critical turn

when, soon after, the narrator receives an unexpected summons from the

Director of the Akebono Housekeeping Agency, delivering troubling news

about a complaint made by the Professor's sister-in-law regarding the

overnight stay. The Director insists that the narrator broke protocol, and

without much recourse, he is dismissed from her position despite her

intentions to provide the Professor with care.

The transition to a new job is immediate and stark, as the narrator finds

herself working for a demanding couple who blur the lines between personal

tasks and their business needs, and once again her son Root is left as a

latchkey kid, facing the challenges of daily life without that consistent

support.

As time passes, the narrator reflects on her relationship with the Professor

and their shared mathematical explorations, noting that no new caretaker

could ever understand the unique bond they had. Meanwhile, Root

experiences disappointment as they no longer visit the Professor. Their

routine shifts to listening to baseball games from home, where they feel

emotionally distanced by recent events, while moments of nostalgia arise,
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particularly during the announcement of another no-hitter by the Tigers—an

echo of their previous experience with the Professor.

The chapter explores themes of memory, care, loss, and the complexities of

human relationships against a backdrop of personal growth and

circumstance. The narrator's confrontation with her job dismissal and her

continuing worries for the Professor weave a poignant narrative of

attachment and the impermanence of their shared experiences.

Key Elements Description

Setting Professor's cottage, post-baseball game

Main Characters Narrator, Professor, Root

Inciting Incident Professor shows signs of illness after the game

Narrator's
Decision Chooses to stay overnight to care for the Professor

Professor's
Condition High fever, emotional vulnerability, memory loss due to head injury

Narrator's Care Uses ice packs, prepares tea, feeds the unresponsive Professor

Root's Role Checks on Professor, focuses on schoolwork

Turning Point Professor recovers but memory issues persist

Conflict Narrator receives notice of dismissal from the agency due to
protocol violation

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Key Elements Description

New Job Works for a demanding couple, strains on her relationship with Root

Themes Memory, care, loss, human relationships, impermanence of
experiences

Conclusion Narrator reflects on her bond with the Professor; sense of emotional
distance grows
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The impermanence of relationships and experiences

Critical Interpretation: In life, we often take for granted the moments

and connections we share with others, not realizing how fleeting they

can be. Just as the Professor's memory fades after eighty minutes, we

may find that the significance of our relationships can diminish over

time due to circumstances beyond our control. This chapter inspires us

to cherish every moment spent with loved ones, to embrace the present

fully, and to recognize the value of compassion and care. By nurturing

our relationships and being present for others, we create lasting

impressions, even if the specifics fade away, reminding us that love

and kindness transcend the limitations of memory.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 7 Summary: 

In this chapter, the narrator reflects on the profound impact of prime

 numbers in their daily life, often connecting them to the teachings of the

Professor, an eccentric yet wise mathematician who has shaped their

understanding of mathematics and its ethereal beauty. Throughout their

day-to-day encounters—whether it be a price tag at the supermarket or a

serial number on a refrigerator—the narrator’s thoughts return to the

significance of prime numbers. They recall how the Professor taught them to

identify primes and the excitement of discovering the indivisibility of certain

numbers.

While cleaning in the tax consultants’ house, the narrator stumbles upon the

number 2311, which piques their curiosity. Engaging in a mental exercise to

determine if it is prime, they find themselves exhilarated by the challenge.

When they confirm that 2311 is indeed prime, their admiration for the

refrigerator deepens, as they attribute nobility to its prime serial number.

Conversely, their encounter with the number 341 reveals that it is not prime,

as it can be expressed as the product of 11 and 31. Despite the

disappointment of uncovering a pseudoprime, the narrator appreciates the

learning experience, recognizing that whether or not a number is prime does

not alter the responsibilities awaiting them in their work. The Professor’s

words echo in their mind—that the pursuit of mathematical truth exists for
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its own sake, transcending practical applications or personal gain.

This philosophical backdrop becomes especially poignant when the narrator

receives urgent news about their son, Root. They hastily visit the Professor’s

house, recalling the previous understanding that children should never be left

unattended, a sentiment emphasized by the Professor out of concern for

children's safety and well-being. Upon arrival, they find Root safe but

surrounded by unfamiliar faces, including the Professor’s sister-in-law, who

exudes an air of disapproval. The widow's intrusion disrupts the harmony of

the Professor’s home, creating tension as she interrogates the narrator about

Root’s visit.

As the conversation unfolds, it becomes apparent that the widow is

suspicious of Root’s presence at the Professor's home, questioning the

intentions behind his visit. The underlying issue appears to stem from a

combination of jealousy and a desire to control the Professor’s interactions,

revealing the complex dynamic between family and friendship.

The Professor, however, surprises everyone by intervening. Without issuing

a word of anger or frustration, he scribbles Euler's formula on a piece of

paper—an elegant equation that symbolizes unity and truth in mathematics.

This gesture defuses the confrontation, illustrating the Professor's

understanding of the deeper connections that mathematics can foster, even

amidst conflict.
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Amidst this uncertainty, the narrator resumes work at the Professor’s house,

which coincidentally falls on Tanabata, the festival where wishes are made.

The Professor’s enthusiasm remains undiminished despite life's chaos,

showcasing his unwavering dedication to nurturing relationships, especially

with Root. As the narrator begins to grasp Euler's formula deeper, they

appreciate the enchanting complexity of mathematics—an intricate web of

logic and beauty.

Later, they explore the significance of Euler's formula in their solitary visits

to the library. This journey through the world of numbers is not just

academic; it embodies an intimate connection to the Professor and a quest

for understanding transcending mere calculations. The revelation leads to the

realization that Euler’s formula offers profound insights into the order of the

universe—a reminder of the interconnectedness of all things, mirroring the

bonds shared between the Professor, Root, and the narrator.

Ultimately, the chapter conveys a poignant message about the

impermanence of human relationships against the backdrop of mathematical

truths. The affection the Professor holds for Root instills hope and stability,

illustrating that, much like prime numbers, true connections endure beyond

the surface of life's complexities. The narrator reflects on this bond with

gratitude, recognizing the eternal truths that existence offers, akin to the

unyielding nature of mathematics itself.
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Chapter 8: 

In chapter eight, the narrative unfolds against the backdrop of the Star

 Festival, coinciding with the Tigers' unfortunate seventh consecutive loss,

this time to Taiyo with a narrow score of 1-0. The protagonist, who is taking

care of the Professor, finds that despite being away for a month, she

seamlessly reintegrates into her role. The Professor, suffering from memory

loss due to a past accident, has forgotten any tensions related to his

sister-in-law and continues his rigorous mathematical pursuits, obsessively

engaged with a challenging problem promising a significant cash prize,

which means little to him personally.

As she organizes the Professor's notes and prepares his summer suit, the

protagonist reflects on the considerable effort he exerts daily to navigate life.

It becomes apparent that math has become his lifeline, a task he approaches

each day with renewed determination. This sustained struggle becomes

evident when he emerges from his study unexpectedly, observing her

cooking with an intensity unusual for him. Their dynamic reveals an

underlying bond, as he expresses a unique appreciation for the simple act of

watching her prepare food.

Together, they navigate the oppressive summer heat, with the Professor

continuing to work diligently despite the discomfort. Root, the protagonist’s

son, is less frequently present, finding more enjoyment away from the
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cottage, particularly during his summer vacation. When Root finally leaves

for a four-day camping trip, the protagonist experiences a sense of emptiness

while staying with the Professor. Their shared moments of quietude are

disrupted by the weather as a sudden storm arrives, prompting a

conversation filled with philosophical musings about existence and the

significance of concepts like zero in mathematics.

Soon after, Root returns from his trip, unbothered by the storm, bringing

with him a twig-and-acorn figurine for the Professor, which serves to

reinforce their familial bond. However, the heat returns relentlessly, matched

by Root’s growing obsession with baseball as the Tigers struggle against

their competition. Root continues searching for answers relating to baseball

statistics, leaning on the Professor for mentorship in understanding complex

game metrics.

Their evenings settle into a comforting routine filled with cooking,

mathematical discussions, and listening to the radio together, echoing the

everyday joys and challenges they face as a makeshift family. As Root

combines his love for the Tigers with the Professor's mathematics, they

share laughter and learning, illustrating the beauty of their newfound

relationships against the backdrop of summer heat and the relentless pursuit

of knowledge.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

As summer vacation approached its end, the protagonist noticed that the

 Professor's jaw was seriously swollen, a distressing sign the Professor had

been trying to hide. His pain was revealed just as the local baseball team, the

Tigers, returned from a successful road trip, demonstrating how the

Professor's concerns for his well-being were overshadowed by his

fascination and concern for his favorite team. Despite the struggle to get the

Professor to the dentist, his discomfort and stubborn nature made him

compliant this time.

At the dentist's office, the protagonist waited anxiously as the Professor

underwent treatment, constantly reassuring him of their promise to stay

together during the ordeal. When the Professor finally emerged, he appeared

even more distraught than before, brushing off offers of help from the

protagonist and crossing the busy street with reckless abandon, seemingly

indifferent to his surroundings. Though the protagonist felt frustrated by the

Professor’s rudeness, the loneliness of his erratic behavior began to provoke

concern that something more troubling was occurring.

After the dental appointment, the protagonist took it upon herself to organize

the Professor’s disordered collection of mathematical journals, reflecting on

the significance of his work—his proofs serving as testaments to his

enduring genius despite the memory issues hindering his daily life
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post-accident. When the Professor returned from his bath and praised the

tidying effort, he dismissed the importance of keeping the magazines, further

showcasing how little he valued his successes.

Then one day, a letter from the Journal of Mathematics announced that the

Professor's recent proof had won first prize. Ignoring the recognition, the

Professor remained indifferent, prompting the protagonist to push for a

celebration. They decided to combine the celebration with Root’s upcoming

birthday party, igniting a spark of enthusiasm in the Professor. As they

planned, the protagonist and Root determined to gift the Professor a special

baseball card—a rare find connected to his cherished baseball memories.

Venturing into the world of baseball card collecting proved captivating for

Root, and while he was initially overwhelmed by the contents of the

Professor’s collection, he soon developed his own passion for the hunt. They

embarked on a quest to find the elusive Yutaka Enatsu card, visiting

numerous shops filled with baseball memorabilia, but ultimately came up

empty-handed in the face of fierce competition for scarce cards.

As the party drew near, the preparation continued. The protagonist felt

uncertain about revealing their secret plan to Root; instead, she quietly

purchased a backup gift of shoes for the Professor. However, hope arrived

unexpectedly when a colleague revealed a hidden treasure of old baseball

cards that had lain dormant since the mid-1980s.
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Excitedly, the protagonist and Root sifted through the dusty box of cards,

keenly seeking what they desperately hoped would be the Enatsu card. After

hours of searching, doubts began to surface over the likelihood of success,

but Root’s determination led them to triumph—he discovered the

sought-after limited-edition card containing an actual fragment of Enatsu’s

glove. The joy of their find cemented the value of both their efforts and the

bonds created through their shared adventure, setting the stage for a

memorable celebration filled with love and gratitude.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In this chapter, the narrator reflects on the warmth and affection shared

 during Root's eleventh birthday celebration, highlighting the significance of

this ordinary yet special gathering with the Professor and Root. Though the

atmosphere was simple and reminiscent of past intimate celebrations, the

anticipation of joy filled the air as they prepared for the day.

As Root returned from school, excitement buzzed in the cottage. The

narrator busied herself with food preparation while Root took on chores

assigned to him, and the Professor, surprising all, insisted on ironing the

tablecloth for the occasion. His clumsy demeanor typically led others to

underestimate him, but he demonstrated unexpected skill and focus as he

meticulously pressed the lace cloth, showcasing his mathematical precision

and rationality in the task.

The evening sky transformed as the day passed, igniting nostalgia and a

sense of connectedness among the three. Conversations about Root’s

favorite baseball team highlighted their camaraderie, but a sudden hitch

arose when they discovered the bakery had forgotten the candles for the

birthday cake. This oversight prompted Root to volunteer to retrieve the

missing items, displaying both his resourcefulness and eagerness to ensure

the party went on.
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While waiting for Root’s return, the Professor exhibited anxiety, a rare

glimpse into his emotional depth. Despite the narrator's attempts to reassure

him, his fidgeting revealed a growing concern that something was amiss.

Eventually, Root succeeded in procuring the candles from another bakery,

but as they returned home, a mishap occurred: the cake had toppled and was

damaged. The fragility of the moment weighed heavily in the room.

The Professor's initial despondence over the cake's ruin was met with

attempts to lift his spirits. The narrator quickly improvised, cutting and

repairing the cake, showcasing her ability to bring order from chaos. Root,

witnessing this, reaffirmed the cake would still be enjoyable, attempting to

ease the tension. Despite these efforts, the Professor remained lost in his

thoughts, absorbed by a recollection that likened Root’s appearance to the

mathematical square root sign, symbolizing vast possibilities embedded

within simplicity.

This night of celebration, marked by small mishaps and the nurturing of

relationships, blended both joy and the complexity of human emotions,

encapsulating the essence of their shared lives within the cottage. It became

evident that the connection among them—rooted in care, humor, and a touch

of hopec—was the most precious aspect of this extraordinary yet ordinary

party.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In the chapter set on June 24, 1993, a significant milestone in mathematics is

 highlighted: Andrew Wiles, a mathematician at Princeton University,

proves Fermat's Last Theorem, a centuries-old riddle posed by Pierre de

Fermat in the 17th century. The newspaper article celebrating Wiles’s

achievement features contrasting images of him and Fermat, symbolizing the

vast leap of human intelligence represented by this solution. The theorem

connects to the Taniyama-Shimura conjecture developed by Japanese

mathematicians Yutaka Taniyama and Goro Shimura, showcasing the

collaborative nature of mathematical discovery.

This moment of intellectual triumph is juxtaposed with the more personal

narrative of Root—a young boy celebrating his eleventh birthday with the

Professor, who has been a significant father figure in his life. The Professor,

despite his memory issues, manages to give Root a heartfelt present: a

baseball glove, which becomes a cherished symbol of their bond. This

birthday party, filled with laughter and discussions about math and baseball,

reflects not only Root's excitement but also the poignant changes in the

Professor's condition as his memory continues to deteriorate.

As the narrative unfolds, we witness a baseball game that serves as a

metaphor for both hope and disappointment. The Tigers, Root's favorite

team, are on the brink of victory but ultimately fail to score in an agonizing
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tie after extra innings—a reminder that some moments, no matter how

thrilling, do not conclude as hoped. This moment parallels the challenges

faced by both Root and the Professor as they navigate the joys and sorrows

of life together.

Shortly after the party, the Professor is moved to a long-term care facility

due to his declining mental state. His sister-in-law explains that it was a

long-considered decision, revealing the professor’s inability to maintain his

memory beyond a short interval, a tragic but expected progression in his

condition. Despite this, Root and the narrator continue to visit him regularly,

cherishing their interactions and the small remnants of their past

connections. 

Throughout their visits, the Professor shares mathematical insights, and Root

continues to play catch with him, symbolizing their enduring bond despite

the encroaching shadows of forgetfulness. As time passes, memories

fade—the notes that once served as reminders of their shared history begin

to disappear, leaving the Professor with a simple yet profound token: the

Enatsu baseball card, a connection to Root and a reminder of their shared

joy.

The cycle of life continues, marked by Root's growth and accomplishments.

As he prepares to become a middle school math teacher, a new chapter

begins for him, and the love between Root and the Professor provides a
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touching backdrop to this journey. In a moment of tenderness, Root shares

his success with the Professor, who, frail but joyful, embraces him,

symbolizing the enduring impact of their relationship.

Ultimately, the chapter closes with a reflection on Enatsu, a celebrated

player, paralleling Root’s journey with his own aspirations in the world of

mathematics and teaching. The text captures the essence of love, memory,

and the bittersweet nature of growth and change amidst a backdrop of

mathematical discovery and the fleeting nature of time.
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