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About the book

In the heart of Soviet Moscow, where reality often feels more like anillusion
than the truth, a fantastical meeting between the devil, disguised as a dapper
foreign professor, and a group of unsuspecting literati sets the stage for a
whimsical exploration of good and evil, love and despair. "The Master and
Margarita," a gripping masterpiece by Mikhail Bulgakov, invites readers
into aworld where black magic collides with the mundane, producing an
irresistible blend of humor, romance, and philosophica pondering. Asthis
enigmatic tale weaves parallel narratives—from the heartbreaking romance
of awriter and his devoted Margarita to the haunting memories of Pontius
Pilate during the fateful trial of Jesus—Bulgakov deftly questions the very
nature of reality and the forces guiding human existence. With itsrich
tapestry of satire and fantasy, the novel dares you to look beyond the
surface, confronting the mysterious and unfathomable aspects of life itself,

guaranteeing a narrative voyage that is nothing short of transformative.
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About the author

Mikhail Bulgakov, born on May 15, 1891, in Kyiv, Ukraine, was a
distinguished Russian playwright and novelist whose works have left a
profound and lasting impact on Russian literature. He initially pursued a
career in medicine following in the footsteps of hisfather, a professor at the
Kyiv Theological Academy, and graduated from the Medical School of Kyiv
University in 1916. Serving as a military doctor during the turbulent years of
the Russian Civil War, Bulgakov's experiences intricately shaped hislater
literary endeavors. Despite not receiving favor from the Soviet regime, he
mastered the art of satire and dark comedy, vividly reflected in his seminal
works. His magnum opus, _The Master and Margarita , was adaring
critique of Stalinist Russia, mixing elements of fantasy with historical and
philosophical depth, solidifying hislegacy as a paragon of literary
resistance. Although his works faced numerous challenges and censorship
during hislifetime, Bulgakov's indomitable spirit and creative prowess have

ensured his place as one of 20th-century Russia's most revered writers.
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Chapter 1 Summary: - Never Talk with Strangers

Summary of Chapter 1. Never Talk with Strangers

On ahot May evening, two men, Mikhail Alexandrovich Berlioz, a
respected editor of aliterary journal, and Ivan Nikolaevich Ponyrev, a poet
known by the pseudonym Homeless, visited the Patriarch’s Ponds in
Moscow. The usually crowded area was strangely deserted. Asthey sat by
the pond, they were approached by an enigmatic stranger who claimed to be
aspecialist in black magic, invited to Moscow to consult on ancient

manuscripts.

The conversation took an odd turn when Berlioz, who was lecturing lvan
about Jesus Christ's existence as purely mythical, was interrupted by this
stranger. He appeared knowledgeable and intrigued by their discussion about
Jesus, portraying unique insights and unsettling knowledge about their

personal lives.

The stranger, often referring to odd historical and theological references,
suggested a deep familiarity with topics debated by Berlioz and Homeless.
He then informed them bizarrely and confidently of Berlioz's impending
death by decapitation, which would be caused not by accident, but by a

Russian woman, a Komsomol member. This was done with an unsettling
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certainty that unnerved Berlioz and intrigued Ivan.

The stranger, who asserted that Jesus did exist, and did so without room for
debate, left a significant impression on both men. His ability to foresee
events and manipulate information created an eerie aura around him,
indicating he was much more than he seemed. The chapter unfolds with this
mysterious conversation challenging not just the characters beliefs but also
foreshadowing tumultuous events to come as a blend of surrealism and

philosophical inquiry begins to take shape.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Perspective in Understanding

Critical Interpretation: Imagine living your life under asingle,
unchallenged perspective, holding strong to beliefs without second
thoughts. Thisis the axis upon which Berlioz's worldview spins —
until he crosses paths with an extraordinary stranger who challenges
everything he believes. The key takeaway from this chapter is the need
to entertain new perspectives. When you allow yourself to see beyond
the narrow confines of your current beliefs, you unlock pathways to
deeper understanding and personal growth. This stranger's unsettling
certainty and alternative outlook served as amirror, reflecting the
limitations of Berlioz and Ivan's thinking. In your own life, embracing
diverse perspectives and questioning deeply-held beliefs can unfold
layers of hidden truths and invite transformative change. By willingly
engaging with ideas that counter your own, you begin to cultivate a
richer understanding of the world, much like the charactersin this

pivotal chapter.
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Chapter 2 Summary: - Pontius Pilate

In Chapter 2, titled "Pontius Pilate," we follow the early moments of a
turbulent day for Pontius Pilate, the Roman procurator of Judea. Dressed in
awhite cloak lined with crimson, Pilate steps out onto the colonnade of
Herod the Great's palace on the morning of Nisan 14, plagued by a severe

headache and an overwhelming, hated scent of rose oil.

This chapter introduces the procurator's physical and mental struggles as he
deals with migraines and impending decisions regarding atrial. Pilate deeply
resents the oily aroma permeating his environment, exacerbating his
hemicrania, a condition affecting half of his head. Y et, duty calls. He
prepares to preside over thetrial of apeculiar prisoner named Y eshua
Ha-Nozri, arrested for alegedly inciting rebellion against Roman authority
by urging the destruction of the templein Y ershalaim.

Y eshua, avagrant philosopher with a bruised and battered visage, is brought
before Pilate. He is accused of subversive acts, yet he maintains his
Innocence, asserting that he never intended to harm the temple. Instead, he
claims hisintent was to replace an old faith with a new "temple of truth.”
Pilate, battling his raging headache and trying to uphold his sense of duty, is
torn between skepticism of Y eshua's innocence and the fear of any potential
political fallout. Pilate's interactions with Y eshuareveal complexitiesin the

Roman official's character—he is brusgue but also introspective, caught
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between his professional responsibilities and personal morals.

Tension mounts as Y eshua's philosophical ideals perplex Pilate, particularly
the prisoner's assertion that there are no evil people in the world and his
optimistic belief in afuture kingdom of truth and justice. Despite Y eshua's
cryptic insights into Pilate's condition and his offer to accompany the
procurator for atherapeutic walk, Pilate ultimately recognizes the

precariousness of his own position within the web of Roman poalitics.

Matters complicate as Pilate immerses in state affairs. The decision on
whether to execute Y eshua or release Bar-Rabban—a notorious criminal
arrested by the local authorities—looms. Although deeply troubled by his
disdain for Y eshua's execution, Pilate navigates the complex political
scenario he finds himself embroiled in. The high priest, Joseph Kaifa,
representing Jewish authority, demands Bar-Rabban's release, underscoring
the tensions between the Roman power structure and local Jewish

governance.

Despite wrestling with doubts, Pilate confirms Y eshua’ s death sentence to
appease the Sanhedrin, the local religious court. Y et, he cannot suppress a
deepening dread borne of an inexplicable intuition regarding the profound
innocence and destiny of Y eshua. These moments of unease intensify when
Pilate feels unnerved by hallucinatory visions of Caesar's wrath and the
dreadful prospect of immortality attached to Y eshua.
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The chapter closes amid a vibrant Passover festival in Jerusalem, where
Pilate, following rigid Roman protocol, orders the release of Bar-Rabban as
the crowd vocally chooses him over Y eshua for the customary pardoning.
This high-stakes decision leaves Y eshua to face execution, with Pilate almost
haunted by the realization of hisrole in condemning an innocent man whose

otherworldly wisdom leaves a lingering mark on him.

The intricate dance between duty, morality, and the bureaucratic machinery
of Roman rule highlights the quandary of Pilate, afigure caught between the

wheels of impersonal imperial dominion and fleeting human compassion.

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ov-vnl


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

Critical Thinking

Key Point: Inner conflict and personal responsibility

Critical Interpretation: In the heat of ademanding day filled with
political maneuvers and duty-bound decisions, you, too, may
encounter moments where your ethical compass and obligations feel at
odds. Asyou delve into the complexity within Pilate's heart,
understand the weight of personal responsibility that transcends
personal discomfort and pain. It's an opportunity to empathize with the
struggle between safeguarding your inner truth without forsaking
external roles and expectations. Let his story influence your
acknowledgment of internal conflicts and inspire you to harmonize
moral integrity, even under pressure. This lesson reflects the courage
to stand firm in truth and fairness, urging you to contemplate the

broader impact of your choices on justice and humanity.
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Chapter 3 Summary: - The Seventh Pr oof

In Chapter 3, titled "The Seventh Proof," the narrative unfolds around a
peculiar encounter at the Patriarch's Ponds in Moscow, featuring three key
individuals: the poet Ivan Nikolaevich Homeless, hisfriend and editor
Mikhail Alexandrovich Berlioz, and a mysterious foreign professor. Asthe
chapter begins, Homeless, bewildered by the shift from morning to evening,
guestions the reality of the professor's strange story, which challenges

Gospel accounts of historical events.

The professor, with an enigmatic air, claims firsthand experience of events
involving Pontius Pilate, suggesting he was present incognito during these
historical moments. This bold assertion leaves Berlioz and Homeless in
disbelief, driving Berlioz to conclude that the professor is, in fact, insane.
Despite this suspicion, Berlioz tries to placate the professor, intending to

aert the authorities discreetly by pretending to make a phone call.

Adding to the surreal atmosphere, the professor insists on the presence of the
devil, claiming he can provide a"seventh proof" of the devil's existence. As
tension mounts, Berlioz leaves to make his call, but heisinterrupted by a
bizarre encounter with a shady figure who unexplainably knows personal
details about Berlioz's life. Hurrying away, Berlioz istragically distracted by
atram, leading to afatal accident where he is decapitated.
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This chapter intricately weaves themes of madness, disbelief, and fatalism
while introducing a supernatural element through the professor's uncanny
knowledge and ominous predictions. The setting at Patriarch's Ponds,
described vividly, underscores the eerie transformation from day to night,
mirroring the shift in the narrative from reality to the absurd and hinting at
greater metaphysical forces at play.
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Chapter 4: - The Chase

Chapter 4: The Chase

In the aftermath of a gruesome accident, Ivan Nikolaevich, a poet often
referred to as Homeless, sits paralyzed on a bench. The chaos that follows
the death of his companion Berlioz—atragic scene involving a severed head
and a pool of blood—is overwhelming. Ivan's senses are muddled, and he's
haunted by the recollection that a mysterious consultant had predicted this
disaster, speaking of awoman named Annushka and spilled sunflower oil.

As Ivan pieces together the chilling accuracy of the predictions, he becomes
convinced that the consultant is far from mad but is likely the orchestrator of
these events. Determined to uncover the truth, Ivan rallies his strength to
chase this enigmatic figure, who remains casually seated, pretending not to

understand Russian.

The narrative evolves into afrantic pursuit through Moscow's streets and
aleys. The consultant—or professor—disappears and reappears
mysteriously, accompanied by a choirmaster and a peculiarly human-like
cat. Ivan, shocked by the bizarre behavior of his quarry and the scornful
reactions of passersby, realizes the professor deceived him. Asthe chase

intensifies, lvan's frustration is palpable; the professor remains evasively just
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out of reach.

The pursuit leads Ivan through a series of mishaps, including an encounter in
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Chapter 5 Summary: - Therewere Doings at Griboedov’s

Chapter 5 Summary: " Doingsat Griboedov’s"

In a quaint two-story house on aring boulevard in Moscow, hidden behind a
cast-iron fence, lies the headquarters of Massolit, a prestigious literary
association. This house, known as " Griboedov's," is rumored to have once
belonged to an aunt of the famed Russian writer Alexander Griboedov,
although this claim is questionable. More importantly, Griboedov’s serves as
a hub of activity for Massolit members, signifying alife of privilege and

creative opportunity.

Members benefit from special privileges like vacation trips and accessto a
sought-after restaurant on the ground floor, reputed to be the finest in
Moscow for its exquisite and reasonably priced fare. Conversations outside
the fence highlight the allure of dining there, contrasting it favorably against

other establishments due to its quality and exclusive ambiance.

Amid this atmosphere, a group of Massolit members awaits the arrival of
their leader, Mikhail Alexandrovich Berlioz, who was tragically killed in
mysterious circumstances at Patriarch's Ponds. Unaware of his fate, tensions
rise among the writers who are primarily frustrated by the heat and delayed

meeting. Discussions quickly turn to the perks of Massolit membership, such
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as summer dachas, which only afew can attain, leading to undercurrents of

envy and dissatisfaction.

Asthe night progresses, the focus shifts to the death of Berlioz. Histragic
demiseisformally examined by forensics at a morgue, and attemptsto
contact him during the night are futile, leaving the gathering impatient and
eventually descending into atypical night at the restaurant. Thisnight is
briefly interrupted by the bizarre appearance of 1van Nikolaevich Homeless,
arenowned poet, who arrivesin adisheveled state, bearing alit candle and
rambling about a mysterious figure responsible for Berlioz's death. Despite
his distress and urgency, heisinitialy dismissed and deemed hallucinating.

The chaos intensifies when |van engages with the patrons, shouting and
creating a scene. The restaurant staff, led by the imposing Archibald
Archibaldovich and a doorman, contend with this disruption. Ivan's agitation
leads to a physical scuffle, and he is eventually subdued and taken away by
authorities along with the poet Riukhin. Ivan’s warnings about the
mysterious consultant, accompanied by a bizarre entourage, fall on skeptical
ears. The night concludes with the incident causing widespread speculation

and scandal among the patrons.
Throughout the chapter, Griboedov's serves as a microcosm of the literary

elite lifestyle in Moscow, highlighting themes of privilege, envy, and an

underlying discontent among the members. Ivan's haunting narrative about
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the "consultant" adds a layer of intrigue and foreshadows the supernatural

elements soon to unravel within the story.
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Chapter 6 Summary: - Schizophrenia, aswas Said

In Chapter 6 of "The Master and Margarita' by Mikhail Bulgakov, we find
ourselves at a psychiatric clinic on the outskirts of Moscow in the early
hours of the morning. Ivan Nikolaevich, a poet known as Ivan Homeless, is
being observed by a doctor after a tumultuous series of eventsinvolving the
mysterious death of Misha Berlioz, secretary of Massolit. |van, agitated and
mistrustful, believes he has witnessed a sinister consultant cause Berlioz's
death at the Patriarch’s Ponds and is determined to catch him, convinced the
consultant is involved with supernatural forces, even claiming ties to Pontius
Pilate.

Riukhin, another poet present, is embarrassed and skeptical, yet troubled by
lvan’s clarity despite his disheveled appearance and manic behavior. The
doctor examines lvan, discussing possible explanations for his state with
Riukhin and hospital staff—ultimately suggesting a diagnosis of
schizophrenia compounded by his alleged alcoholism. Despite Ivan's
insistence on his sanity and his vivid account of the night's events, he's

sedated and taken away under the doctor's orders for further observation.

As Riukhin leaves the clinic, he is beset by introspection and
disillusionment. The accusatory words from |van, though laced with
madness, had struck a core truth about Riukhin's dissatisfaction with his

poetic career—aredlization that he is ssmply going through motions without
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genuine belief or passion. The journey back to Moscow in atruck jolts him

physically and mentally as he grapples with these stark revelations.

Upon returning to Griboedov's restaurant, which serves as a social hub for
literary figures, Riukhin finds himself amidst lingering groups from the
previous night and realizes his lost opportunity. Despite the social
pleasantries extended to him, Riukhin is weighed down by existential doubts
and laments his stagnant, uninspired path as a poet, seeking solace in alcohol

to drown out the irrepressible night and his accruing regrets.
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Chapter 7 Summary: - A Naughty Apartment

Chapter 7 - A Naughty Apartment

The following morning, Stepan "Styopa" Likhodeev, the director of the
Variety Theatre in Moscow, finds himself in a dire state of hangover-induced
confusion. If someone had threatened to shoot him unless he got out of bed,
Styopa would have passively accepted his fate, as he felt utterly incapable of
even opening his eyes. Lying in his bedroom in Apartment No. 50, which he
shares with the late Mikhail Berlioz, Styopa is overwhelmed by athrobbing
headache and nausea. He vaguely remembers a diointed memory of
attempting to kiss alady and making afoolish promise to visit her, but all

glseisablur.

Apartment No. 50, located in a six-storeyed building on Sadovaya Strest,
has a history of mysterious occurrences. Previously owned by the widow of
ajeweler, Anna Frantsevna de Fougeray, the apartment gained a reputation
for strange and unexplained disappearances of its tenants, including a
policeman, the lodger Belomut, and even the housekeeper Anfisa. Rumors
swirled regarding sorcery and hidden diamonds discovered at Anna's dacha.
Eventually, Berlioz and Styopa moved into the apartment with their wives,

but within a month, both wives vanished under suspicious circumstances.
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In the throes of his hangover, Styopa desperately seeks assistance, only to
realize that Grunya, the housekeeper, is absent, and Berlioz is not there to
help him. Summoning every ounce of strength, Styopa musters the effort to
rise, only to find himself in the presence of an unfamiliar man dressed in
black, wearing a beret. The stranger politely greets Styopa, addressing him
as Stepan Bogdanovich, and reveals that Styopa had made an appoi ntment

with him for ten o'clock, and he had been waiting for an hour.

The stranger introduces himself as Professor Woland, an artiste of black
magic who arrived in Moscow to arrange performances at the Variety
Theatre. Woland provides a detailed account of their meeting, disclosing that
Styopa had tel ephoned the Moscow Regional Entertainment Commission to
approve the show and signed a lucrative contract for seven performances.
Woland even procured vodka and hors d'oeuvres, which Styopa vaguely
recalls consuming. Despite the contract with his signature being presented as

evidence, Styopa has no recollection of agreeing to any such arrangements.

As Styopa grapples with his muddled memory, he witnesses the inexplicable
appearance of several strange characters—part of Woland's retinue—in the
apartment, including along-haired man with pince-nez, a huge black cat
capable of speech, and a grotesque red-haired figure named Azazello.
Overwhelmed, Styopa hears accusations of his misdemeanors and soon loses
consciousness, only to awaken on a jetty in an unfamiliar coastal city. Upon

inquiry, alocal smoker informs Styopathat heisin Yalta, leaving him
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bewildered as he faints once more.

Through this chapter, the story introduces surreal elements underpinning the
supernatural occurrences linked to Woland, a key figure, and his mysterious
entourage, setting the stage for further chaos and exploration of human folly
and moral ambiguity in the narrative. The chapter continues the examination
of peculiar events surrounding Apartment No. 50, foreshadowing the

far-reaching impacts of Styopa's involuntary involvement with the enigmatic

Woland.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting Unintended Consequences

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 7, we delve into the chaos that
unfolds for Stepan "Styopa' Likhodeev as he grapples with
bewildering circumstances he inadvertently set into motion. Asyou
navigate your journey, this chapter serves as a cautionary tale: be
mindful of the decisions you make, even in moments of confusion or
carelessness. Thoughtless commitments, like Styopa's agreement with
Woland, can trigger unforeseen consequences, impacting not only
your life but also the lives of those around you. Through Styopa's
ordeal, you're reminded to proceed with clarity and intentionality,
aware that choices made today have the power to sculpt tomorrow. In
embracing the practice of acting thoughtfully and responsibly, you can
steer your life away from avoidable turmoil and towards purposeful

fulfillment.
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Chapter 8: - The Combat between the Professor and the
Poet

In Chapter 8 of "The Master and Margarita," we find a significant shift in
Ivan Nikolaevich’'s mental state following the tumultuous events he
experienced the previous day. The chapter begins with Ivan waking up
camly inaclinic, surprisingly in a clearer and more rational frame of mind.
As he acclimates to his surroundings, he grapples with the peculiarity of
finding himself in aroom equipped with state-of-the-art gadgets, which

fascinates and baffles him in equal measure.

lvan is being held at a psychiatric clinic after his erratic behavior the day
before, which included running around in his underwear and spouting
narratives about Pontius Pilate. The woman attending to him introduces Ivan
to the luxurious facilities of the clinic, which is known worldwide for its
advanced amenities and receives visits from foreign tourists and scientists.
However, Ivan's thoughts are still preoccupied with the events associated

with the mysterious stranger and the death of hisfriend Berlioz.

As lvan istaken for amedical examination, he contemplates his situation
and the three courses of action available to him: causing havoc, telling his
story of Pontius Pilate, or maintaining silence. He opts for the latter but is
still obliged to answer questions about his past. The medical staff's questions

about hisfamily history and the previous day's events further irritate him.
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The chapter introduces the head of the clinic, Professor Stravinsky, a man
with a commanding presence and piercing eyes. Stravinsky listens
attentively as Ivan recounts the bizarre events and insists on the urgent need
to apprehend the consultant who appeared at the Patriarch's Ponds.
Stravinsky's calm and logical demeanor contrasts with Ivan's anxious and
intense recount of the consultant's seemingly mystical knowledge and

powers.

Professor Stravinsky tactfully challenges Ivan’s narrative, suggesting his
recent irrational actions are incompatible with capturing the consultant. He
cleverly useslogic to persuade |Ivan that writing a report would be more
effective than seeking out the police. Ivan, recognizing Stravinsky’s
intelligence, becomes more subdued and eventually concedes to the
professor’ s reasoning. Stravinsky reassures |van that he will be helped and

encourages rest, emphasizing the need for mental peace and recovery.

While Ivan reluctantly agreesto stay at the clinic, he remains concerned
about the consultant's potential escape. Stravinsky, displaying patience and
understanding, assures him that they will address the situation. The chapter
concludes with Ivan reluctantly entrusting his fate to the physicians,
Stravinsky's hypnosis-like reassurance signals to Ivan that his path to

recovery involves prolonged residence at the clinic.
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Overadll, chapter 8 illustrates Ivan'sinternal conflict between his belief in the
extraordinary events he witnhessed and the rational explanations offered by
Stravinsky. It highlights his transformation from a frantic poet to someone
beginning to accept the need for calm and the possibility of mental

instability, setting the stage for further explorations of reality versusillusion
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Chapter 9 Summary: - Koroviev’'s Stunts

In Chapter 9, "Koroviev's Stunts,” we explore the chaos and intrigue that
unfold in the aftermath of Berlioz's death in the apartment building on
Sadovaya Street in Moscow, specifically focusing on Nikanor Ivanovich

Bosoy, the chairman of the building's tenants' association.

The chapter begins with Nikanor Ivanovich facing overwhelming stress
following the mysterious and sudden death of Berlioz, a prominent figure
who previoudly lived in the building. At midnight, acommission arrivesto
inform Nikanor of the situation, sealing the deceased's belongings and
designating his apartment for reassignment by the tenants' association. This
news spreads quickly among the residents, igniting a flurry of claims,
requests, and outright demands for the recently vacated living space.
Nikanor is bombarded with desperate pleas and even threats from tenants,
who detail their own dire housing conditions and reasons for wanting
Berlioz's rooms. This onslaught continues relentlessly until Nikanor, unable

to cope, flees to the management office in the courtyard.

Seeking refuge and possibly trying to escape the pressure, Nikanor ventures
to the notorious apartment no. 50, where the drama intensifies. Upon
unlocking the apartment, he encounters the mysterious and eccentric
Koroviev, who introduces himself as an interpreter for aforeign artiste

named Woland. Koroviev presents a surprising proposal: to rent the entire
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apartment to Woland for his stay in Moscow, claiming this arrangement was
approved by Stepan Bogdanovich, the director of the Variety Theatre, who
had apparently written to Nikanor before allegedly leaving for Y alta. Despite
his suspicion and uncertainty about the situation, especially considering
there was no prior notice from Stepan nor evidence of Woland's presence,
Nikanor is tempted by the financial gain promised, particularly the five

thousand roubles Koroviev offers for the rental.

Needing to formally authorize the arrangement, Nikanor quickly confirms
with the foreign tourist bureau, who shockingly express no objections. He
ends up unwittingly entangled in Koroviev's bizarre spin. Amid Koroviev's
flamboyant chatter and antics, Nikanor accepts the money and receives a
pass for a performance at the Variety Theatre, albeit retaining alingering
doubt about the integrity of the interpreter and the situation as awhole.

The narrative takes a darker turn when Koroviev, unseen and likely as part
of his manipulation, reports Nikanor to the authorities, accusing him of
hoarding foreign currency. At home, while preparing to enjoy a meal,
Nikanor’slifeis upturned again as heisinterrupted by officials arriving to
search his apartment. To his horror, in place of the roubles he had just
counted, foreign currency is found in the ventilation, thus validating the
unfounded accusations against him. It's rapidly apparent to Nikanor that he's
been framed, but his protests of innocence and insistence that he's been set

up by Koroviev fall on deaf ears.
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Nikanor isforcibly removed from his home and taken for questioning,
leaving behind a bewildered wife and a building full of curious and
gossip-hungry tenants. As the chapter closes, Timofel Kondratievich
Kvastsov, another resident known for his nosy nature, eagerly shares the
spectacle with others while himself becoming mysteriously beckoned away

by an unknown figure.

This chapter is a hallmark of the novel's critique on bureaucracy and the
absurd nature of Soviet society, highlighting themes of corruption,
deception, and the surreal interference of Woland and hisretinue. The
enigmatic presence of Woland, touted as a foreign magician, and the strange
happenings in apartment no. 50 hint at larger forces at play in the storyline,

heightening the sense of otherworldly influence upon mundane life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting Manipulation and Deception

Critical Interpretation: In "Koroviev's Stunts," you are thrust into a
narrative that vividly encapsulates how easily one may become
ensnared in webs of manipulation and deception. Nikanor Ivanovich,
swayed by the lure of financial windfall and under relentless
pressures, makes hasty decisions that lead to dire consequences for
him, highlighting a key lesson — the importance of awareness,
skepticism, and integrity in the face of tempting, yet perplexing,
prospects. This scenario encourages reflection on the measures you
take to protect yourself from being misled; it inspires vigilance and the
cultivation of a discerning mind amidst chaos and cunning, ensuring
that you remain true to your values and decisions, even when faced

with enticing propositions or intimidating complexitiesin life.
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Chapter 10 Summary: - News From Y alta

Chapter 10: News From Y alta

In the bustling city of Moscow, while chaos erupted for Nikanor Ivanovich
nearby, Rimsky and Varenukha, key figures at the Variety Theatre, found
themselvesin an increasingly surreal predicament in their office on
Sadovaya Street. Rimsky, the theatre's financial director, and Varenukha, the
administrator, were dealing with the absence of the theatre's director, Styopa
Likhodeev. Styopa had vanished without explanation, leaving unresolved

matters at the theatre and annoying Rimsky with hisirresponsibility.

The confusion intensified with the arrival of a series of strange telegrams.
The first shocking message claimed that Styopa had been found in Yalta, a
city nearly athousand miles away, despite his last known location being in
Moscow. The telegram described Styopa's peculiar state—disoriented and
shoeless, claiming to be the Variety Theatre's director. Both Rimsky and
Varenukha were incredul ous, suspecting mischief or an impostor at work,
especially given the unlikely possibility of Styopa traveling such avast

distance in the short span since their last contact.

Asthey pondered the bizarre situation, they attempted to verify the

information, reaching out via phone calls and telegrams, only to hit dead
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ends. The atmosphere grew increasingly tense, punctuated by a mysterious
voice warning Varenukha not to divulge the telegrams. The entanglements of
black magic seeped into their reality, foreshadowed by the recent events

involving Woland, an enigmatic magician.

Thelr investigation took a sinister turn when Varenukha, determined to
decipher the mystery, was ambushed by two sinister figures and taken to a
familiar but now unsettling location—Styopa's apartment. There, he
encountered an eerie red-haired, phosphorescent-eyed girl who left him

unconscious with a chilling touch.

In the midst of this bewildering ordeal, the threads of logical reasoning
broke under the weight of supernatural elements, leaving Rimsky and
Varenukha grappling with areality steeped in inexplicable occurrences. The
chapter closes with ominous overtones, as both men confront the eerie and
the inexplicable, setting the stage for the unfolding drama in the heart of

M oscow.
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Chapter 11 Summary: - Ivan Splitsin Two

In Chapter 11, titled "lvan Splitsin Two," the emotional and psychological
turmoil of the poet Ivan Nikolaevich Homelessis vividly portrayed against
the backdrop of a stormy evening. The chapter opens with a description of
the woods opposite Ivan's clinic room becoming dark and smeared as a
storm rollsin, creating an eerie and unsettling atmosphere. Thunder and
lightning add to Ivan's distress, driving him to tears as he struggles with the

chaos in his mind.

lvan's attempts to compose a coherent statement for the police about the
strange events he witnessed—specifically involving the consultant and the
death of M. A. Berlioz—are futile. The writing becomes increasingly
disordered as Ivan gets caught up in the absurdity of trying to explain events
that seem nonsensical even to him, such as the appearance of a cat on atram

car and visions relating to Pontius Pilate from ancient times.

Praskovya Fyodorovna, akindly nurse, attempts to comfort Ivan, leading to
avisit from the doctor who administers a calming injection. Ivan's anxiety

begins to lift as the storm subsides, allowing him to notice the beauty of the
transforming world outside his window—the woods, river, and sky return to

their serene state.

lvan's internal monologue reveals his conflicted feelings about his
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involvement in recent events. He questions his extreme reaction to Berlioz's
accidental death and reflects on the enigmatic consultant, whose knowledge
of Pontius Pilate intrigues him. Ivan begins to reconsider his actions and the
significance of the consultant, gradually distancing himself from the frantic

chaos of the past days.

As lvan settlesinto a calm state, he reflects on the futility of his earlier anger
and realizes that life will move on, even after the death of a magazine editor
like Berlioz. He acknowledges the possibility of future editors taking over,

highlighting the transient nature of human existence.

In this introspective moment, a transformation occurs within Ivan as he
merges his old, frantic self with a new, contemplative persona. The division
between these two versions of Ivan is marked by an external voice, which
humorously identifies him asa"fool," acomment that Ivan surprisingly

finds comforting.

As lvan driftsinto sleep, he imagines peaceful, dreamlike scenes. However,
hisrest isinterrupted by the appearance of a mysterious figure on the
balcony. The figure quietly signals Ivan to remain silent, adding a layer of
intrigue and anticipation as the chapter closes. This haunting encounter
suggests that Ivan's journey into the mysterious and supernatural is far from

over, setting the stage for further developmentsin the narrative.
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Chapter 12: - Black Magic and Its Exposure

Chapter 12 of *The Master and Margarita* unfolds with a spectacular
performance at the Variety Theatre, featuring the acrobatic feats of the
Giulli family. However, the wonders on stage fail to distract the findirector,
Grigory Danilovich Rimsky, from his concerns over the mysterious
disappearances of Likhodeev and Varenukha. Despite this unease, Rimsky
avoids calling to investigate these disappearances until later in the evening,
when he finds that all the telephones in the building are inexplicably dead.

The atmosphere shifts with the arrival of aforeign artist, Woland, dressed in
agrand tailcoat and a black half-mask, accompanied by two unusual
companions. the mischievous Koroviev, alias Fagott, and alarge black cat
named Behemoth, who walks upright. Their presence, especially

Behemoth’ s extraordinary behavior of pouring and drinking water,
immediately enthralls the backstage staff.

Meanwhile, the theatre's master of ceremonies, Georges Bengal sky,
introduces Woland' s seance of black magic to the audience, assuring them of
an explanation to debunk any illusions they might witness. However, the
magician skips the exposé and instead engages in a peculiar conversation
about the changes he perceives in Moscow and its people, further captivating
the audience. Thisisfollowed by a series of dazzling magic tricks led by

Fagott and Behemoth. These tricks involve the manifestation of seemingly
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genuine banknotes that rain down from the ceiling, sparking a chaotic frenzy

as the audience scrambles to catch the money.
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Chapter 13 Summary: - TheHero Enters

Chapter 13 of the novel is an intricately woven tale that introduces a
mysterious character and delves into the complexities of human emotions,
fear, and the harsh redlities of the literary world. The chapter opens with
lvan, alone in his room, being visited by a mysterious man who stealthily
enters from the balcony. This man is described as anxious and in his late
thirties, dressed in a patient’s attire, and admits to possessing a stolen bunch
of keysto escape his confines temporarily. Despite the opportunity to flee,
the enigmatic visitor remains because he has nowhere to go, establishing a

shared plight between him and Ivan.

Intrigued by this visitor, Ivan learns that the man despises noise and
violence. Upon discovering that Ivan is a poet, the visitor admits his dislike
for poetry, although he has never read Ivan's work. This prompts arevealing
conversation about the futility of Ivan's literary pursuits, leading to an oath
to abandon writing, sealed with a handshake.

lvan confidesin the visitor, detailing his tumultuous encounter with Pontius
Pilate, a story that deeply fascinates the stranger. As lvan recounts the prior
day's strange occurrences, including Berlioz's gruesome fate and his own
experiences with malevolent characters, the guest connects these events to

an even more astonishing revelation: Ivan encountered Satan himself.
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The mysterious visitor is deeply connected to the theme of Pilate, as he
reveals his own plight. He recounts his past life as a historian and trandl ator
who had won a fortune and used it to write a novel about Pontius Pilate
while living in blissful recluse in a basement with awoman he loved. Their
idyllic life was shattered when he faced severe criticism and defamation

from the literary world, leading to his mental unraveling.

The visitor explains that the bitter criticism from the literary community and
the resulting fear consumed him, particularly haunting him with visions of
an octopus representing his anxiety. His beloved, awoman who defied
convention to be with him secretly, attempted to support him, but their
happiness was fleeting; his paranoia eventually drove him to burn his

manuscript, an action he regretted.

Ultimately, the pressures of the literary world and his mental disintegration
led him to amental institution, and his secret love was lost to him. The
chapter ends poignantly as the visitor reveals his acceptance of hisincurable
condition and urges Ivan to learn more about Pilate from Ivan's earlier
encounter at Patriarch’s Ponds. The guest disappears into the night, leaving

lvan to grapple with the interplay of truth and madness.
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Chapter 14 Summary: - Glory to the Cock!

In Chapter 14 of the novel, the story picks up with Rimsky, the findirector,
in a state of anxiety following a scandal ous seance performed by a
mysterious black magician and his assistants at the Variety Theatre. The
seance has left chaos in its wake, with audiences pouring onto the street in
disarray. Rimsky is overwhelmed as he sits staring at the bizarre banknotes

produced during the performance, his nerves already frayed.

From his office window, Rimsky witnesses a scene of bizarre disorder: a
woman on the street clad only in her undergarments, surrounded by ajeering
crowd. This odd spectacle intensifies his apprehension, indicative of the
mysterious and disruptive events linked to the magician's presence. The
disruptions seem surreal, underscoring the menacing atmosphere hovering

over the theatre's aftermath of the event.

Rimsky's apprehensions heighten when he realizes the unsettling street scene
is closely tied to the chaotic seance. Overwhelmed, he hesitates to make the
necessary phone calls to report the disaster, only to be disturbed by an
unsettling phone call warning him not to seek help, which exacerbates his

panic.

As fear mounts, Rimsky isintent on leaving the theatre hurriedly, but is

rooted in apprehension. The alarming unease intensifies with the entrance of
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Varenukha, the theatre administrator, whose sudden appearance brings a
fleeting sense of relief but quickly gives way to suspicion. Varenukhas story
of adrunken escapade involving the absent Styopa, supposedly in Pushkino
rather than Y altaasinitially believed, rolls out as Rimsky listens skeptically.
The story, filled with unlikely and outrageous details, collapses under
Rimsky's scrutiny.

The findirector notices alarming changes in Varenukha's demeanor and
appearance, such as a pale complexion and injury, signaling something
unnatural. Rimsky, frightened and convinced of being lied to, observes
disturbing details — including the lack of a shadow cast by Varenukha.
Panic grips him as he hears a strange, eerie presence heightening with the

emergence of amysterious girl visible through the window.

This ghastly figure tries to enter the room, accompanied by Varenukha, who
reveals his malicious intent. Rimsky's senses peak as the supernatural
elements converge, with the girl and V arenukha suggesting a more sinister
plot at work. The surreal horror culminates with the crowing of a cock,
causing the spectral figures to shriek in fury and retreat, a superstitious effect
that signals the approach of dawn.

In a desperate bid for escape amid the ghostly threat, Rimsky manages to

flee the scene, clutching onto his remaining sanity. Filled with dread yet

compelled to survive, he makes his way to the Leningrad express, bribing a
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cab driver and securing a hasty departure. As the train speeds into the
darkness, Rimsky grapples with the bizarre and terrifying events, leaving

behind the focal point of the night's unnerving experiences.
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Chapter 15 Summary: - Nikanor |vanovich’s Dream

Chapter 15: Nikanor Ivanovich's Dream

The chapter introduces Nikanor Ivanovich Bosoy, a man of rotund build and
vibrant complexion, who finds himself in peculiar circumstances after being
admitted to Professor Stravinsky's clinic. His journey to the clinic begins
elsawhere, in amysterious room with a desk, a bookcase, and a sofa— a
setting he barely remembers due to his heightened agitation and the surreal

events unfolding around him.

A bizarre interaction follows involving questions about hisidentity as the
chairman of a house committee at Sadovaya Street. Nikanor |vanovich's
replies muddled due to panic, focus on a man named Koroviev, whom he
claimsto be an evil force that infiltrated an apartment where incriminating
foreign currency has been discovered. Despite Nikanor Ivanovich's fervent
denials of involvement with the foreign currency - insisting he only dealt in
Soviet money through corrupt dealings, his paranoia gets the better of him,
leading to erratic behavior that marks him as unfit to communicate clearly.
He is subsequently taken to Stravinsky, who manages his agitated state with
medication, allowing him to fall into a deep sleep.

While asleep, Nikanor Ivanovich dreams of afantastical and judgment-like
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scenario that reflects his real-world anxieties. In this dream, he is escorted
into alavish theater filled with bearded men seated on the floor. He's
summoned onto the stage by a charismatic artiste to confess about the
foreign currency, during a satirical performance that interrogates attendees
on their concealed riches. The artistic act mocks and exposes those refusing

to turn over their hidden foreign wealth.

The dream continues with a parade of characters, including Kanavkin, aman
who initially claimsto have no currency but is pressed until he admits to
possessing contraband currency. The master of ceremonies handles the
confession like atheatrical spectacle, drawing applause and admonition from
the audience. The setting is absurd, underlined by referencesto Alexander
Pushkin's works, notably "The Covetous Knight," which serves as a thematic

backbone illustrating the folly of greed.

The artistry and fantastical elements explore and critique societal codes,
especially regarding corruption and currency dealings in Soviet society. The
dream sequence critiques those who hoard wealth while suggesting their

inevitable exposure and divine or societal judgment.

Nikanor's ordeal represents a broader commentary that blends reality with
dream-like allegory, illustrating the blurred lines between truth and
mani pulation under an oppressive regime. The dream ends with a chaotic

vision of cooks serving soup in the theater, pressing the attendees to confess

Dlgrid

More Free Book R
Cof 2
Scan to Download



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

their currency dealings.

Upon awakening, Nikanor lvanovich remains convinced of hisinnocence,
blaming Pushkin facetiously for everything before receiving another sedative

injection to soothe his distress.

This commotion disturbs other patients in nearby rooms, including lvan,
whose awakening from this alarming scenario leads to tears. Y et, under the
doctors' care, calm isrestored, allowing all to drift back into rest,
symbolizing afleeting peace amidst pervasive tumult, as night turns to

dawn.

The narrative reflects Mikhail Bulgakov’s masterful blend of satirical humor
and fantasy, creating alayered social critique that simultaneously entertains

and provokes thought about the Soviet zeitgeist of the era.
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Chapter 16: - The Execution

Chapter 16 - The Execution

Asthe sun set over Bald Mountain, preparations for the execution of three
condemned men were in motion. The mountain was cordoned off by Roman
cavalry and infantry, led by the Cappadocian cohort, to manage the crowd
and ensure order during this grim event. These troops cleared the road to
allow the ala, the cavalry unit, to move unimpeded towards the execution
site. The carts carrying the condemned men followed, each man wearing a
board with "robber and rebel” written in Aramaic and Greek. Alongside
these carts rode centurion Mark Ratslayer and other officials, ensuring the

procession proceeded smoothly.

The execution drew alarge crowd of curious onlookers, eager for the
spectacle, despite the scorching heat. Pilgrims, city dwellers, and travelers
from afar stood behind the cordon, contained by the soldiers. However, as
the execution dragged on into its fourth hour, the oppressive heat drove the
crowd back to Yershalaim, leaving only afew stray dogs and lizards on the
hill alongside the soldiers. The soldiers, both in the cavalry below and the
infantry stationed above, bore the harsh sun with grumbling patience,
awaiting the shift in their duties. Meanwhile, the centurion Ratdayer, an

imposing figure marked by resilience and authority, paced tirelessly,
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showing no sign of fatigue.

A lone figure, Matthew Levi, stood apart from the subdued crowd. He was
not there out of curiosity, but loyalty and regret. Matthew, aformer tax
collector and follower of Y eshua Ha-Nozri, despaired over not preventing
his master's arrest and eventual execution. Two days earlier, they werein
Bethphage, where Matthew fell ill, preventing him from accompanying

Y eshuato Y ershalaim. By the time he recovered and followed Y eshuato the
city, it was too late to save him. Attempting to remedy his earlier inaction,
Levi hatched a desperate plan to mercy-kill Y eshua and perhaps himself

during the procession, but he lacked a weapon.

He stole aknife from a bakery in Y ershalam, asmall crime driven by a
desire to save Y eshua from prolonged suffering. Y et, when he finally arrived
at the mountain, the opportunity had passed. Exhausted and driven by
emotions, Levi hurled abuses at himself and the silent heavens, pleading for

amiracle to spare Y eshua.

The atmosphere suddenly changed as a storm rolled in, casting shadows over
the hill. Amidst this, the cavalry began moving off the hill, hinting at an end
to the executions. The cohort commander arrived, whispering instructions to
the centurion Ratslayer, who then approached the posts with executioners.
The executioners offered Y eshua a sponge soaked in vinegar on a stick, a

small mercy before piercing his side, signifying his death.
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With the storm intensifying, Levi, undeterred by the lightning and rain,
made his way up the hill to the posts where Y eshua hung lifeless. He cut
Y eshua down, cradled his body in grief, and, with similar reverence and

determination, freed the other bodies from their cruel bonds.

L evi then disappeared into the storm with Y eshua’ s body, leaving behind the
hill stark in its emptiness with the storm howling overhead. The

transformation of the day into afierce night marked the end of atragic

moment with | evi’s <ilhouette vanishina carrvina awav the leaacy of a
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Chapter 17 Summary: - An Unquiet Day

Chapter 17: An Unquiet Day

The day after the shocking séance at the Variety Theatre, chaos unfolded
both inside and outside the building. On the streets, thousands of curious
people formed an enormous line for tickets, discussing wild tales of black
magic from the previous night's performance. The event wreaked havoc on
the theatre staff, including Vassily Stepanovich Lastochkin, the senior staff
member |eft to deal with the mess after several key administrators
mysteriously disappeared.

By mid-morning, police were called to manage the crowd, as rumours of the
unprecedented séance spread through Moscow. Despite their best efforts, the
staff couldn't explain the disappearance of key personnel such as Likhodeev,
Varenukha, and Rimsky, nor could they account for the nefarious activities
that took place the previous evening. Even Madame Rimsky, distraught by

her husband’ s absence, could offer no clarity.

While police began their investigation, aided by a sharp-eared dog named
Ace of Diamonds, confusion mounted. The magical show seemed to vanish
without a trace—posters had been covered, contracts disappeared, and no

one could recall the magician's name, though there was speculation it was
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Woland. Asfor the magician's supposed residence, Likhodeev's apartment, it

was devoid of any occupants or evidence.

By noon, given the absence and chaos, the Variety Theatre had to cancel its
show. Outside, the massive line of people slowly dissipated. Meanwhile,

L astochkin attempted to fulfill his duties by heading to the Commission on
Spectacles to report the revenue of the previous night's scandal ous show.
However, getting there proved challenging as cab drivers refused to accept
his money, suspicious of counterfeit bills allegedly conjured up during the

magician’s performance.

L astochkin finally arrived at the Central Commission on Spectacles only to
find it in disarray. The chairman, Prokhor Petrovich, was inexplicably
reduced to an empty suit handling office duties autonomously, much to the
distress of his sobbing secretary, Anna Richardovna. A bizarre incident
involving an enigmatic visitor and sudden disappearance of Prokhor’s
physical form left the staff bewildered.

Determined to carry out his responsibilities, Lastochkin then traveled to
another office, the city affiliate, where he encountered staff compelled to
uncontrollably break into song—the latest victims of this chaotic hypnosis
seemingly orchestrated by unwelcome visitors. The affiliate's manager,
known for organizing peculiar clubs, had unwittingly invited a charlatan

who left the staff in abizarre, continuous singing spell.
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These institutions were not the lone stricken ones; the concern spread
through Moscow, with even trucks carrying the hypnotized choir to a
psychiatric clinic run by Professor Stravinsky, who presumably dealt with

such occurrences.

Finally, Lastochkin managed to reach the financial sector, believing he
would relieve himself of the box office receipts. To his dismay, the money
he carried had transformed into foreign currency, which led to hisimmediate
arrest. The day reflected the turmoil unleashed by the séance, exposing the
city's factions to supernatural manipulations and leaving many, including

L astochkin, entangled in its bewildering consequences.
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Chapter 18 Summary: - Hapless Visitors

Chapter 18: Hapless Visitors

As the zealous bookkeeper was rushing in a cab to his peculiar appointment
with a self-writing suit, another event was unfolding from the Kiev train
arriving in Moscow. A respectable passenger, carrying a small fiberboard
suitcase, stepped out. Thiswas Maximilian Andreevich Poplavsky, an
industrial economist from Kiev and the uncle of the recently deceased
Berlioz. Hisjourney to Moscow was prompted by a perplexing and grim
telegram he received, suggesting his nephew had been fatally struck by a
tram, with afuneral scheduled for Friday at three pm.

Maximilian, apractical and intelligent man, believed the message was
simply distorted and interpreted it as atragic mistake. Despite this, he had a
hidden motive for hastening to Moscow: the prospect of inheriting his
nephew's valuable apartment. Though saddened by Berlioz's untimely death,

the opportunity to secure a place in Moscow was too significant to ignore.

Determined to ensure his claim over the apartment, Maximilian visited the
management office of no. 302-bis on Sadovaya Street, only to find it in
disarray. An anxious and unshaven man, clearly overwhelmed, informed

him that the necessary officials were unavailable. Undeterred, Maximilian
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made his way to apartment no. 50. Upon arrival, he encountered an

unexpected and surreal series of events.

A large black cat seemingly let him in, and soon after, Koroviev, abizarre
man overcome with false grief, greeted him. Maximilian, suspicious of
Koroviev'sintentions, wondered if the man had somehow registered himself
in Berlioz's apartment. Koroviev's theatrical lamentations were suddenly
attributed to a black cat, who astonishingly took charge of Maximilian's
passport with acommanding air. Frightened and disoriented, Maximilian
found himself expelled back to the landing, his belongings tossed aside by
Azazello, amenacing figure with a knife and ayellow fang, who further
intimidated him into retreating.

While sitting to collect his thoughts, Maximilian witnessed another man on
the stairs, Andrei Fokich Sokov, a barman from the Variety Theater. Sokov
had ventured to the apartment after a strange series of events at the theater
involving fake banknotes. Inside, he encountered an eerie and fantastical
scene: agirl dressed in only an apron, alavishly decorated room, and

Woland, the enigmatic foreign magician holding court.

Woland, with his entourage, including the feline Behemoth and Azazello,
engaged Sokov in asurreal discussion regarding the banknotes and his
finances, revealing unsettling details about his future demise from liver

cancer. Despite Sokov's dismay and terror, he left without resolution,

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ov-vnl



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

reflecting the night's bizarre proceedings.

As Sokov left, he unwittingly passed by Maximilian, who, having witnhessed
enough, departed for Kiev, abandoning his ambition for Berlioz's apartment.
That night, Moscow was enveloped in an atmosphere of chaos and mystery,
leaving both men with encounters that challenged their grasp on reality and

brought their inner desires and fears to the forefront.

Thus, concludes the intricate and otherworldly happenings of Chapter 18,
leading us deeper into the surreal and enigmatic world woven by the

narrative.
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Chapter 19 Summary: - Margarita

In Chapter 19 of "Margarita,” the narrator directly addresses the reader,
affirming the existence of true, eternal love, and sets out to demonstrate this
through the story of Margarita Nikolaevna. Margaritais revealed to be the
beloved of the master, a character from an earlier part of the novel. Sheisa
beautiful and intelligent woman married to a successful and caring specialist.
Despite her comfortable life, she feels deeply unhappy because her heart

belongs to the master, whom she passionately loves.

The master, in amoment of despair, had wrongly assumed she had forgotten
him. In reality, Margarita was tormented by his absence and had tirelessly
sought to find him after his mysterious disappearance. Her longing for the
master grows as winter turns to spring, bringing with it an inexplicable sense
of foreboding and an unusual dream where she envisions the master in a
desolate place, beckoning to her. This dream prompts Margaritato believe

something significant is about to happen.

That morning, as she manages her household, Margaritareceives an
unexpected visit from Azazello, a peculiar redheaded stranger with a
sharp-toothed grin who knows her name and her deepest thoughts. He
invites her to meet a distinguished foreigner that evening, hinting that the
encounter may provide news about the master. Initially skeptical and

defensive, Margarita agrees to Azazello's offer when she realizes there might
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be a chance to reunite with her beloved. Azazello gives her a golden box

containing an ointment, instructing her to use it later that night.

The chapter concludes with Margarita, filled with anxious anticipation,
accepting the mysterious invitation despite the ominous and surreal nature of
the events, as she clings to the hope of finding the master once more. This
act sets her on asurreal and transformative journey that further interweaves

her fate with the novel's unfolding supernatural elements.
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Chapter 20: - Azazello’'s Cream

In Chapter 20 of Mikhail Bulgakov's "The Master and Margarita,” titled
"Azazello’'s Cream," we find the protagonist, Margarita Nikolaevna, in a
state of chaotic anticipation. The setting is her bedroom, bathed in bright
light, amid a tumult of persona belongings scattered around—a
manifestation of her inner turmoil and impending transformation. Outside,
the moon glows over a garden path, reflecting the mystical transition about

to occur.

Margarita, deeply preoccupied, focuses on abox given to her by Azazello, a
mysterious emissary of supernatural forces. Azazello, an enigmatic
character, symbolizes the otherworldly elements that permeate the novel,
acting as aliaison between the human world and the surreal. The box
contains a peculiar yellowish cream that smells of swamp slime, prompting a
mixture of curiosity and fear in Margarita. As she appliesthe cream, a
miraculous metamorphosis unfolds. Her appearance transforms into a
younger, more vibrant version of herself. Any signs of age and stress vanish,
and she feels reuvenated, both physically and emotionally. The cream's
effects are not just cosmetic; they imbue Margarita with a profound sense of

freedom and enlightenment.

Euphoric and weightless, Margarita experiences a newfound sense of

liberation. Convinced that this marks the beginning of an extraordinary

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ov-vnl



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

journey, she abandons her previous life decidedly. She leaves a note for her
husband, expressing her intent never to return, claiming her identity asa
witch as she severs ties with her past burdens. This act signifies Margarita's
complete embrace of her transformation and her readiness to enter the

supernatural realm.

Natasha, Margarita’' s maid, enters the scene, bewildered and amazed by
Margarita's transformation. Margarita offers Natasha her belongings, urging
her to keep them as mementos. Natasha, dazzled, cannot resist the allure of
the miraculous cream, symbolizing the pervasive enchantment that

Azazello's gift wields.

As music from a nearby waltz fills the air, signaling a magical atmosphere,
Margaritainteracts briefly with Nikolai Ivanovich, a mundane, perhaps
cynical figure who embodies a manifestation of the ordinary life sheis
leaving behind. Her playful, dismissive exchange with him underscores her

readiness to leave societal norms and expectations.

In a climactic moment, Azazello calls, giving Margaritafinal instructions for
her flight. In aflurry of exhilaration, Margarita mounts a
broomstick—traditional imagery associated with witches—and takes to the
skies, proclaiming herself invisible as she flies over the city. This moment
marks her full initiation into aworld of supernatural freedom and adventure,

with the insane waltz serving as an auditory counterpart to her liberating
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ascent. The chapter captures Margarita's complete break with her former life
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Chapter 21 Summary: - Flight

In Chapter 21 of "The Master and Margarita,” we witness Margarita's
transformation into a witch, allowing her to become invisible and free,
unbound by the rules and constraints of her former life. With a sense of
exhilaration and newfound power, she flies through the city streetson a
broomstick, learning how to control it and marveling at her invisibility to the
unseeing passersby below. Despite her initial thrill, Margarita quickly
realizes she must exercise caution to avoid catastrophes, like narrowly

missing an old streetlight.

As Margarita navigates through the city, she experiences a surge of playful
mischief. She indulges in her newfound freedom by smashing street fixtures
like an illuminated disc, drawing amused reactions from afew startled
onlookers once they hear the crash. Her ascent continues past the lit streets
of Arbat to eventually arrive at a building called Dramlit House, which isthe
residence of prominent dramatists and literary figures. Here, she recalls her
grievance against the critic Latunsky, whose negative review destroyed the
reputation of her beloved, referred to as "the master." The apartment of

L atunsky, however, is empty due to amemorial gathering for another

literary figure named Berlioz, saving him from Margarita' s wrath.

Despite the absence of Latunsky, Margaritais propelled by her smmering

resentment and sets about wreaking chaos in his apartment. She floods his
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home, damages personal belongings, and vandalizes the interior, expressing
her pent-up fury. Through her destructive spree, Margarita feels both a
release of tension and an exhilarating rush, yet finds the results somehow

lacking, compelling her to continue this spree mercilessly.

In her flight path, Margarita encounters Natasha, her housemaid, who has
transformed into a fellow witch. Natasha has used the same magical cream
that turned Margarita, and she expresses her delight in their newfound
existence, which she shares alongside Nikolai Ivanovich, atenant who has
been unwittingly turned into a hog. Natasha is exuberant and begs Margarita

to ensure she maintains her witch status permanently.

After leaving the havoc and chaos in Moscow, Margarita ventures into the
countryside. She relishes the natural landscape and takes a leisurely swimin
ariver, where she briefly encounters an inebriated and confused man
mistaking her for someone else. Margaritaleaves him behind, feeling

powerful and free.

Ultimately, Margarita's journey of liberation in Chapter 21 is marked by her
joy in flight, the fury against those who wronged the master, and the magical
camaraderie that arises with Natasha. The chapter paints avivid picture of
Margarita's fierce independence and the enchantment of the magical realm
she now inhabits, culminating in her transit back to the city with the promise

of new adventures ahead.
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Chapter 22 Summary: - By Candlelignht

In Chapter 22, titled "By Candlelight," Margaritafinds herself flying above
the earth, lulled by the car's steady humming and the moonlight's warmth.
Despite the mixture of sorceries and wonders she has encountered, she
senses she knows her destination: a meeting that does not frighten her,

because hope for happiness makes her fearless.

As the car descends from the darkened forest into a sea of Moscow lights,
the black bird-driver, arook, expertly lands the car in a deserted cemetery.
There, the rook vanishes, and Margarita meets Azazello, a servant of the
mysterious Woland, identified by his cloak and rapier. Together, they fly to
an apartment in Sadovaya Street without drawing attention to themselves,

despite passing severa similar-looking sentinels.

The apartment holds primordial darkness, and Margarita, clutching
Azazello's cloak, isled to alanding where aflickering lamp approaches,
revealing Koroviev, another of Woland' s retinue. Now dressed in formal
attire, Koroviev invites Margarita into an enormous hall, defying the
dimensions of atypical Moscow apartment. He humorously explains the
expansion of space is an uncomplicated feat for those accustomed to dealing

with the fifth dimension.

Koroviev, unveiling the true purpose, reveals that a grand ball is hosted by
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Woland annually, requiring a hostess named Margarita from Moscow.
Despite their search, Margarita was the only suitable choice. Flattered and

intrigued by the prospect, Margarita accepts the responsibility.

As Koroviev escorts her through another hallway smelling of lemons—a
preparation for the ball—she isintroduced to more of Woland's retinue: the
naked witch Hella, and Behemoth, a comical giant black cat. Though fear
seizes Margarita, sheis drawn to the master of the house, Woland, who,

despite his unkempt appearance, exerts an aura of power.

Margarita engages with Woland on topics like his enchanted globe that
visually depicts real-time events worldwide, showcasing wars erupting in
distant lands. This strangely fascinating conversation leads to a deeper
understanding of the impartiality of entities like Abaddon, an angel

associated with destruction, and his role in human conflicts.

Interrupted by Azazello, they encounter Natasha, Margarita's maid,
transformed into a beauty seeking audience with Margarita, accompanied by
amagically transformed hog named Nikolai Ivanovich. Woland humorously
dismisses the absurdity of slaying the hog, assigning him to the cooks
instead, exemplifying the whimsical yet benign nature of his power.

The midnight hour approaches, and Margarita, advised to drink nothing but

water to remain clear-headed, is escorted by Koroviev to fulfill her role at
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Woland' s extravagant spring ball. With a blend of excitement and

trepidation, Margarita steps into her new role in Woland's enigmatic world.
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Chapter 23 Summary: - The Great Ball at Satan’s

In Chapter 23, Margaritais thrust into a surreal and fantastical world as she
prepares for amidnight ball hosted by Woland, a mysterious and
supernatural figure often interpreted as the Devil. As midnight approaches,
Margarita undergoes a magical transformation. She is bathed in blood,
wrapped in arose-scented mantle, and adorned with a crown of diamonds,

ready to fulfill her role as the queen of the ball.

Assisted by the enigmatic characters Hella, Natasha, and Koroviev, and a
talking cat named Behemoth, Margaritaisinstructed on how to behave at the
ball, emphasizing the importance of treating all guests with equal attention,
regardless of her personal feelings towards them. This sets the stage for the
upcoming event that is not bound by the usual laws of nature or society, an

extension of the magical realism that dominates the narrative.

As Margarita steps into the ballroom, she is engulfed in a dazzling and
otherworldly scene. The setting undergoes a series of astonishing
transformations—a tropical forest teeming with parrots gives way to grand
columns and a luxurious dance floor, al illuminated by myriads of lights.
Thereisajazz band playing amidst a sea of colorful flowers and scents,

creating an intoxicating atmosphere.

One by one, an array of peculiar guests begins to appear, each with their own

Dlgrid

More Free Book R
Cof 2
Scan to Download



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

darkly intriguing stories. They include historical and mythical figures,
criminals, and infamous personalities from various periods—Madame
Tofana, a poisoner known for aiding women to rid themselves of unwanted
husbands, and Monsieur Jacques, a counterfeiter and traitor. There are tales
of betrayal, murder, and deception, all integral to the grotesque charm and

macabre humor that pervades the scene.

As Margarita greets each guest, she grows increasingly exhausted, her sense
of time and salf beginning to blur. Despite her fatigue, she is compelled to
maintain her composure, a testament to the surreal nature of Woland's
gathering and her obscure yet pivota roleinit. The ball culminatesin
Woland's arrival, accompanied by his retinue. He addresses a disembodied
head, the remains of Mikhail Alexandrovich, discussing the finality of death
and contrasting beliefs about the afterlife.

The dramatic climax seesthe arrival of Baron Meigel, a known informant,
who is publicly executed by Woland's servantsin a swift act of supernatural
justice. This chilling event serves as a stark reminder of Woland's
omnipotence and the moral ambiguity that governs this universe. The scene
shifts and dissolves into something far less grandiose and terrifying as the
fantastical setting fades into obscurity.

Margarita's journey through the ball highlights themes of deception, power,

and the transient nature of reality. Her experience as queen of the ball
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intertwines with her personal narrative, ultimately contributing to her
development and the broader, mystical arc of the story. Asthe chaos
recedes, Margaritafinds herself stepping back into a more mundane redlity,
yet significantly transformed by the bizarre and intoxicating events of the

night.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Illusionary Nature of Power

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of the fantastical midnight ball,
you are struck by the vivid contrasts and transformations experienced
by Margarita. Her role as the 'queen’ remains both an honor and a
reflection of the illusory nature of power. Asyou navigate this surreal
gathering filled with an eclectic mix of guests and intoxicating
transformations, you come to realize the formidable influence and
alure of positions of power. Y et, beneath the surface lies areminder
that such roles can be fleeting, a beautifully crafted illusion where true
control remains an enigmatic dance with forces beyond one's
comprehension. Y ou may feel inspired to approach your own life with
the awareness that while power can be captivating, itsinherent nature
IS impermanent, urging you to find stability in your internal essence

rather than outward status.
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Chapter 24. - The Extraction of the Master

Chapter 24, titled "The Extraction of the Master," is set in Woland's
bedroom, where the scene resets to normalcy after the tumultuous ball that
had taken place. Woland, the enigmatic and sinister character believed to be
Satan himsalf, is with his entourage, including the charming Margarita, who

is exhausted from hosting the ball. These characters are part of afantastical

world, blending elements of the supernatural with the absurd.

During the supper, Margaritaisrevived by adrink served by the cat
Behemoth, atalking feline who is part of Woland's eclectic entourage. This
surreal company engagesin abizarre yet lively conversation. Despite the
extravagant nature of these encounters, Margarita finds herself wondering
about the legality of their actions and the repercussions they might facein
the real world.

Woland, sitting with Margarita, cryptically tests her with the adage "Never
ask for anything," implying that power liesin restraint and patience.
Margarita, overwhelmed by emotions and driven by compassion, requests a
reprieve for Frieda, a character whose punishment involves being
continually reminded of her crime. Despite the sinister implications of
Woland’ s world, her pleafor mercy is mischievously considered, showing
the unpredictable nature of this diabolical realm.

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ownl


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

Woland then grants Margarita her earnest desire: the return of her beloved,
the Master. The Master, an author, grapples with the consequences of his
critical novel about Pontius Pilate, which set in motion histroubles. His
mental and emotional scars are evident as he returns to an agitated
Margarita. Despite his physical and psychological state, the Master finds

solace in Margarita's unwavering devotion.

The chapter intricately weaves philosophical themes through the enigmatic
Woland, who provides cryptic commentary on human nature and power
while reaffirming the Master’ s literary worth by miraculously preserving his

novel—a symbol of eternal creativity against temporal destruction.

In Woland’ s chamber, complex exchanges with perverse logic unfold, as
characters like Azazello and Behemoth, each with distinct qualities,
contribute to the unigue atmosphere. As Woland prepares to send the couple
back to their previous life, the scene transitions from the surreal to a
mysterious charm, as Azazello retrieves a valuable horseshoe Margarita had

inadvertently dropped.

Back in their basement apartment, unchanged from before their ordeal,
Margarita reflects with joy and disbelief, touching the tangible pages of the
Master's novel, restored against al odds. This moment crystallizes the theme
of undying love and faith transcending the supernatural trials imposed by

Woland's realm. The abstraction of time and the surreal nature of their
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journey emphasize the fantastical essence of the narrative, aluding to the
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Chapter 25 Summary: - How the Procurator Tried to
Save Judas of Kiriath

Chapter 25: How the Procurator Tried to Save Judas of Kiriath

Asdusk fell upon Y ershalaim from the Mediterranean Sea, the city
descended into an amost mystical darkness that enveloped its landmarks,
including the iconic Antonia Tower and the terraced hills. Pontius Pilate, the
Roman procurator, lay under the colonnade of his palace, haunted by a
cosmic storm that seemed to mirror his troubled state of mind. The setting,

turbulent and mysterious, set the stage for a significant meeting.

In this chapter, Pilate reflects on a day riddled with chaos, his brows
furrowed over the recent executions on Bald Skull. Amid raging winds and a
violent downpour, we glimpse his inner turmoil—the exhaustion of aruler
who loathes his post and longs for peace. Y et Pilate finds himself
preoccupied, anticipating the result of an execution, particularly that of
Ha-Nozri, aman who puzzled him with his enigmatic behavior and

principled defiance in the face of death.
During the tempest, a man named Aphranius visits Pilate. Aphranius, head

of Pilate's secret service, is known for his gy intellect and good-natured

demeanor contradicted by a penetrating gaze. He joins Pilate to discuss the
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ramifications of Ha-Nozri's execution. Pilate is assured that the crowd at the

execution site showed no rebellious tendencies, to which he expresses relief.

Pilate turns the conversation to a warning he received about Judas of Kiriath,
ayoung man rumored to have betrayed Ha-Nozri for areward. Pilate urges
Aphraniusto forestall an assassination attempt on Judas that night, set to
occur amid a plotting by those outraged by the betrayal. The plan involves
Judas being killed, with the betrayal money returned to the high priest,
Kaifa, to disrupt the feast with scandal.

Despite Pilate s insistence and foresight, Aphranius remains skeptical about
the plot’ s feasibility, but obliges to investigate. Their dialogue reveals the
political machinations in Judea under Roman rule, aland rife with tension
due to cultural and religious fervor. Pilate laments his distaste for the city’s
tumultuous nature and the political burden he bears under the shadow of the

emperor.

The conversation concludes with Pilate entrusting A phranius with crucia
tasks, including the secret burial of the executed men to quash any potential
of martyrdom or uprising, atask Aphranius acknowledges with subtle
confidence. As Aphranius departs into the twilight, Pilate remains aone,
mindful of the vanishing sun—areminder of the ephemeral powers and
unpredictable intrigues of his station. The chapter ends with a promise of

forthcoming reports, suggesting the uncertainty and suspense that loom in
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the night, both for Judas and Pilate, as well asfor the fate of Yershalam
itself.

More Free Book %\ s e
Scan to ov-vnl


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

Chapter 26 Summary: - The Burial

Chapter 26 Summary: The Burial

Astwilight descends, the procurator of Judea, Pontius Pilate, experiences a
noticeabl e transformation, appearing older and alarmed. Troubled by inner
turmoil, he attempts to distract himself but is haunted by the irrevocable
impact of his earlier decisions. His loyal dog, Banga, sensing his master's
distress, offers comfort, reminding Pilate of the bond they share. This

companionship provides some solace as the evening progresses into night.

Concurrently, Pilate's visitor, known as Aphranius, is busy with clandestine
activities across the city. He oversees the departure of three carts carrying
tools and water, guarded by mounted soldiers. These preparations are for the
burial of three executed individuals. Disguised and moving through
Jerusalem’ s winding streets, Aphranius reaches Greek Street, where he
meets awoman named Niza. Their brief interaction suggests a covert
mission, underscoring the intricate web of plots and deception surrounding
the city on this feast night.

Elsewhere, Judas Iscariot, elaborately dressed for the festivities, is lured by

Niza under the pretext of meeting outside the city. Entranced by her, he

follows her directions to a secluded grove in Gethsemane, where he falls into
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an ambush and is murdered by unknown assailants. A mysterious third
figure orchestrates the crime and subsequently reportsto Pilate, who finds

the report both intriguing and troubling.

Within Herod's deserted palace, Pilate struggles with insomnia, haunted by
the day’ s events, particularly the execution of Y eshua Ha-Nozri, a
philosopher with radical ideas. Dreaming of walking with Y eshua and Banga
on amoonlit path, Pilate imagines an eternal argument on virtues and vices,

including cowardice.

Awakened abruptly, Pilate is confronted by Aphranius, who reveals Judas's
murder and offers a blood-stained bag of silver coins — the price of
betrayal. Although Aphranius exonerates himself from responsibility, the
procurator probes deeper into the motive behind Judas’ s death, speculating it

as acrime of retribution rather than ssimple thievery.

Pilate is aso informed that the executed, including Y eshua, have been
buried. Thereis a detailed account of how Matthew Levi, a disciple of

Y eshua, guarded the body until it was interned. Levi’s desire for vengeance
against Judas is tempered by newsthat hisfoeis already dead, leaving him

disoriented and broken.

As dawn approaches, Pilate, grappling with his conscience and dreams, rests

uneasily, shadowed by the consequences of his actions. His divine-like
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vision of a philosophical journey with Y eshua contrasts starkly with the grim
reality of political machinations and bloodshed, leaving an indelible

impression on the procurator’ s psyche.
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Chapter 27 Summary: - The End of Apartment No. 50

In Chapter 27 of "The Master and Margarita,” titled "The End of Apartment
No. 50," the narrative shifts to the aftermath of Woland's visit to Moscow.
Margarita has spent a supernatural night but remains unscathed, both
physically and mentally, despite the bizarre events, including attending
Satan's ball and reuniting with the master. As day breaks, she checks on the
master, ensuring he sleeps peacefully, and then rests herself, untouched by

troubling dreams.

Meanwhile, in Moscow, asignificant investigation is underway at the
Variety Theatre, which has been the scene of mysterious disappearances and
chaos due to the performance of a black magic seance. The police and
investigators, led by a determined team, are working tirelessly to untangle
the series of baffling occurrences linked to Woland and his entourage,
including the disappearances of key figures like Rimsky, the theatre's

manager, and othersinvolved in the Variety.

Arkady Apollonovich Sempleyarov, the chairman of the Acoustics
Commission, is among the witnesses brought in for questioning. He recounts
his experience at the seance, advancing the case by corroborating the

presence of Woland and his retinue.

Despite the efforts, those investigating face significant challenges. They
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attempt to locate and apprehend the mysterious troupe responsible for the
ongoing turmoail, particularly in Apartment No. 50, aresidence believed to
be inhabited by Woland and his associates. Though the apartment exhibits
signs of occupancy, with sounds and occasional glimpses of activity, it
remains elusive and empty upon inspection, baffling authorities with its

supernatural defiance.

As Saturday progresses, more witnesses are questioned, including the
mentally altered |van Homeless and the frightened V arenukha. Efforts to
contain further chaos and make sense of the bizarre events continue
unceasingly. New developments unfold as additional reports of unrest and
illusionary occurrences spread across Moscow, further confusing the

investigation with outlandish rumors.

Towards evening, a concerted attempt is made to capture the perplexing
occupiers of Apartment No. 50. A team of investigators storms the
apartment only to be confounded by the antics of Behemoth, the talking
black cat, who engages them in a comical and futile shootout, thwarting their

efforts through supernatural means.

As chaos reigns within and outside the apartment, the narrative climaxes
during a destructive fire precipitously consuming the space. The chapter
ends with the occupants' impossible escape, creating a spectacle that leaves

the onlookers and investigators aghast, as silhouettes—including one of a
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naked woman—mysterioudly fly out from the burning apartment. The
enigmatic exit of Woland's party remains unsolved, the investigation
inconclusive, underscoring the mystical and evasive powers at play that

challenge the very fabric of reality.
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Chapter 28: - The Last Adventures of Koroviev and
Behemoth

In Chapter 28 of "The Master and Margarita," a dramatic and whimsical
sequence unfolds, involving the characters Koroviev and Behemoth as they
navigate through a chaotic scene in a currency store and later at the
Griboedov House. These characters are part of a supernatural entourage led
by the enigmatic Woland, and their antics highlight the novel's interplay

between the mundane and the fantastical, satire, and dark humor.

The chapter opens with an ambiguous scene where the silhouettes of
Koroviev and the large black cat, Behemoth, are sighted by the
sensory-challenged residents of a house on Sadovaya. They physically
manifest by a currency store in the bustling Smolensky market-place and
create a scene by confusing and alarming a shrewd doorman. Their trickery
escalates as they mysteriously procure items from the store without any form
of payment, much to the horror of the staff and patrons. Astensions rise,
their antics are met with disbelief, derision, and a bizarre sympathy from
onlookers, culminating in a chaotic scene where a blaze erupts in the store,

forcing everyone to evacuate.
Transitioning from the marketplace mayhem, Koroviev and Behemoth

appear at the Griboedov House, the writers haven in Moscow, known for its

reputation as a cultural and intellectual hub. Here, they attempt to gain entry
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into the writers' restaurant, initially blocked by a gatekeeper demanding
identification cards. Their identity, or lack thereof, becomes a humorous
commentary on the arbitrary nature of recognition and status. They are
unexpectedly granted entry by the restaurant's perceptive head waiter,
Archibald Archibaldovich, who recognizes their oddity and promptly serves
them alavish meal.

The scene at the restaurant becomes a microcosm of societal satire, where
the pretensions and ambitions of the writers community are subtly mocked.
Koroviev and Behemoth's presence and the surreal chaos they bring
highlight the tension between individual creativity and bureaucratic
conformity. Archibald Archibaldovich, with his pirate-like cunning,
anticipates the inevitable disruption and makes a shrewd exit, taking two
prized balyks with him.

The chapter crescendos when the peaceful setting is shattered by armed men
attempting to apprehend the pair, resulting in another fire as their primus
spews flames, setting the venue ablaze. As panic ensues, with patrons and
eminent literati fleeing, the fire serves as a metaphorical and literal
cleansing, stripping away pretenses and voicing an undercurrent of absurdity

permeating Soviet society.

This chapter is emblematic of Mikhail Bulgakov's style, intertwining humor,

chaos, and philosophical musings, demonstrating the unpredictable
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conseguences of supernatural elementsin afamiliar world. It invites
reflection on themes of reality versusillusion, the power dynamic within

cultural institutions, and the concept of identity, underscored by the
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Chapter 29 Summary: - The Fate of the Master and
Margaritais Decided

In Chapter 29 of "The Master and Margarita,”" the narrative unfolds on the
terrace of a historic house in Moscow where Woland, a mysterious figure
symbolizing Satan, converses with Azazello, his demonic accomplice. As
they look over the city at sunset, they observe the sight of Griboedov's
building burning, caused by Woland's mischievous associates, Koroviev and
Behemoth.

Woland's tranquility is interrupted by the arrival of Matthew Levi, aformer
tax collector and disciple of Y eshua, who requests that Woland grant the
Master, an anguished writer, peace. Matthew conveys that, while the Master
has not earned the light of Y eshua's presence, he deserves tranquility.
Surprisingly, Woland agrees to the request, provided that Margarita, the
Master's devoted lover, isincluded in this mercy. After this brief visit from

Matthew, Azazello is dispatched to fulfill Woland's command.

Following this, the comedic duo Koroviev and Behemoth arrive, heavily
laden with eclectic spoils from their misadventures at Griboedov's. Their
antics provide comic relief, with Behemoth humorously recounting how he
was mistaken for alooter while claiming to have attempted to salvage

valuables from the inferno.
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Finally, Woland dismisses his retinue, asserting that they have fulfilled their
duties and noting the impending arrival of a storm—aliteral and
metaphorical event that represents the culmination of the novel's chaos. As
darkness falls over Moscow, Woland disappears into the storm, setting the
stage for the resolution of the narrative. The storm encapsul ates the
transformative events that have unfolded, hinting at a return to order and the

resolution of the characters fates.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Compassion and Mercy

Critical Interpretation: Chapter 29 of 'The Master and Margarita
reveals a profound lesson on the transformative power of compassion
and mercy. Despite Woland's demonic nature, he demonstrates
unexpected benevolence by granting the Master's request for peace.
This pivotal moment underscores that even the most unlikely entities
can embody compassion if prompted by genuine emotion and
integrity. Y ou are reminded that exercising mercy not only serves
others, offering solace and redemption, but it also initiates a ripple of
positivity that can alter the course of otherwise tumultuous events. By
choosing compassion, as Woland does upon Matthew Levi's request,
you are empowered to elevate your humanity, fostering aworld where
forgiveness and peace prevail over chaos. This act affirms the idea that
mercy is not just adivine attribute but a potent human capacity,
illuminating a path to harmony and healing in both personal and
broader societal spheres.
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Chapter 30 Summary: - It’sTime! [t's Time!

In Chapter 30 of "The Master and Margarita,” the story progresses with a
surreal mixture of reality, dreams, and supernatural occurrences. The
chapter begins with Margarita and the Master in a basement room expressing
confusion over recent events involving Satan (Woland) and his retinue.
Margarita exhibits a carefree attitude despite their predicament, embracing
her role as awitch and finding comfort in the belief that the devil will
resolve everything. The Master's confusion shifts to recognition, and he

admits that they might be dealing with supernatural forces.

The scene unfolds in their chaotic room filled with scattered manuscripts,
books, and mysterious food and drink that appeared overnight. The couple,
suspicious yet emboldened by recent happenings, speculate on what the
future holds for them. Despite Margarita’ sjoy and boldness in embracing
her new witch identity, the Master expresses concern for their welfare and

sustainability.

Their conversation isinterrupted by the arrival of Azazello, one of Woland's
demonic associates, who appears in the room, bringing with him a
mysterious package. Through Azazello, Woland extends an invitation for the
coupleto join him on a"little excursion," which they accept. Azazello
presents a parting gift of rare Falemian wine from Woland, leading to the

couple's sudden collapse from poisoning. However, their moment of panicis
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cut short when Azazello revives them with afew drops of the same wine,
revealing their transition into another realm of existence, suggesting their

liberation from their past troubles.

Margarita and the Master are reborn, shedding their former lives and gaining
a sense of enlightenment. As the basement catches fire, their former lives
burn away, symbolic of their final farewell to the tangible world. Escaping
on black horses with Azazello, they fly over Moscow. The city's rain-soaked

roofs disappear below them, marking a symbolic farewell to their past life.

Their journey takes them to the psychiatric clinic where the Master says
goodbye to Ivan Bezdomny, afellow patient. |van, pleased to see his friend,
acknowledges the end of their acquaintance while hinting at newfound
clarity in his purpose as awriter. Margarita's presence and her kiss leave

lvan with a mysterious sense of peace.

As the couple departs, Ivan is agitated, sensing that his neighbor has just
died, confirmed by the nervous Praskovya Fyodorovna. He cryptically
aludes to another death in the city, suggesting a woman, reinforcing his

alignment with the mystical and foreboding events surrounding them.
This chapter highlights themes of transformation, mystical transitions, and

escape from societal constraints, deeply intertwined with the overarching

presence of dark, supernatural elements that define the story.

More Free Book %‘\ R
Scan to ownl



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

More Free Book %\ s e
Scan to ov-vnl


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

Chapter 31 Summary: - On Sparrow Hills

Chapter 31, "On Sparrow Hills," starts with avivid scene after astorm, as a
multicolored rainbow stretches across Moscow. On ahill between two
forests, Woland, accompanied by Koroviev and Behemoth, sits on a black
horse, surveying the city below. Woland is a mysterious figure who
embodies the devil, and his companions are supernatural beings who often

assist himin his exploits.

The quiet isinterrupted as Azazello, another of Woland's aides, arrives with
the master and Margarita. Margaritais a central character who has allied
herself with Woland, while the master is a gifted writer whose works have
faced severe suppression. Woland expresses his gratitude to the master and
Margaritafor joining him and asks the master to bid farewell to Moscow, as

they are preparing to leave.

The master dismounts and moves to the edge of the hill, feeling amix of
emotions as he reflects on leaving the city. Initially, he experiences sadness,
which quickly shifts to anxiety, a sense of offense, and finally, a foretaste of
peace. Theriders silently watch him as he takes in the view, trying to see

beyond the city's limits.

The silence is broken when Behemoth, known for his playful and

mischievous nature, asks to whistle as afarewell gesture. Although Woland
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warns against it, Margarita encourages Behemoth, arguing that alittle
laughter might lighten the sadness of their impending journey. Woland
consents, and Behemoth lets out a powerful whistle that causes a

commotion, startling the master and shaking the environment around them.

Koroviev, wanting to participate, offersto whistle as well. Woland cautions
him against causing harm, yet Koroviev's whistle is more intense, creating a
dramatic upheaval in the landscape. Trees are uprooted, the riverbank
collapses, and even an excursion boat is swept onto the shore, though the

passengers remain unharmed.

The master, startled and shaken but now ready, rejoins the group. Woland
acknowledges that their farewell is complete. With a commanding shout,
Woland urges the group to depart. The riders ascend into the air, cloaked in
Woland'’s billowing cape. Asthey ride, Margarita glances back and sees that
Moscow has disappeared, replaced only by mist and smoke. Their departure
signifies the conclusion of their time in Moscow and the beginning of a new

journey, free from the constraints of their past.
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Chapter 32: - Forgiveness and Eternal Refuge

Chapter 32: Forgiveness and Eternal Refuge

The chapter begins with a somber reflection on the melancholic and
mysterious nature of the earth as dusk settles over a mystical landscape. This
setting is painted vividly through the weariness experienced by the travelers,
who are soaring on magical black horses. Among them are key characters:
Margarita, the master, and Woland with his retinue, including Behemoth,
Azazello, and Koroviev-Fagott. The travelers are journeying through an
ethereal night, heading towards a mysterious destination. As they advance,
the night beginsto strip away their disguises, revealing their true forms—a
symbolic shedding of the past.

Koroviev-Fagott transforms into a solemn, dark-violet knight, a
manifestation of along-owed penance for a poorly made joke about light
and darkness. Behemoth, who had taken the guise of a cat, becomesasdlim,
youthful demon-page, embodying the world’ s greatest jester. Azazello is
stripped of his grotesque features, revealing his true identity as the demon of
the waterless desert and a killer-demon. Margarita notices that the master,
too, has undergone a change, marked by the moon's glow on his form,

hinting at his transformation from a mere human to something eternal.
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As they approach a stony, forlorn summit, afull moon illuminates a desolate
platform where alone figure sitsin astone chair. Thisis Pontius Pilate, a
character from the master's novel, who has been cursed to spend two
thousand years in insomnia, haunted by his past. Woland introduces Pilate to
the master and Margarita, explaining his torment and the source of his
anguish—unfinished conversations with Y eshua Ha-Nozri and aloathing for

hisimmortality and the notoriety that comes with it.

Prompted by Margarita’ s empathy and outcry for Pilate s liberation, Woland
reassures them that hisfate is already altered by Y eshua. The master is given
the opportunity to conclude his novel by setting Pilate free, atask he
performs passionately. This unleashes a dramatic transformation of the
landscape, demolishing the rocks and exposing aluminous city where
Pilate's spirit and his faithful dog can finally follow along-desired path of

moonlight.

With this resolution, Woland offers the master and Margarita a future that
surpasses any they could envision for themselves. He dismisses their return
to their past lives, suggesting instead a reality imbued with tranquility and
creativity. The scene dissolves into a serene dawn, and the couple finds
themselves on a journey toward a promised eternal home. Margarita assures
the master of the peace and fulfillment they will now

enjoy—companionship, art, and music.
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In their new home, they are free from the trials of their earthly existence.
They will be visited by friends and acquaintances they cherish, and
Margarita promises to keep watch over the master's peaceful sleep. The
chapter concludes with the sense of liberation for both the master and his

fictional counterpart, Pontius Pilate, as they both find eternal refuge and
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