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About the book

In "The Measure of a Man," Gene A. Getz embarks on a transformative

exploration of what it means to live with purpose and integrity in a world

often preoccupied with success and superficial standards. By delving into

biblical principles and moral values, Getz challenges readers to redefine

worth beyond societal metrics and to embrace a life characterized by

character, faith, and service to others. Through compelling insights and

practical applications, he inspires a journey of self-discovery and personal

growth that resonates with anyone seeking deeper meaning in their life. Join

Getz as he guides you toward discovering your true measure—one that is

rooted in authenticity and a passionate commitment to living out one's faith.
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About the author

Gene A. Getz is a renowned American author, pastor, and speaker, best

known for his influential works on Christian leadership, discipleship, and

biblical principles. With a strong academic background which includes a

Th.D. from Dallas Theological Seminary, Getz has dedicated over five

decades to ministry, founding the Fellowship Bible Church in Dallas, Texas,

and serving in various leadership roles within his community. His deep

insights into scripture and practical applications for daily living have made

his writings widely respected, particularly his notable work, "The Measure

of a Man," which explores the qualities of true biblical leadership. Through

his teachings and publications, Getz aims to inspire individuals to embody

the teachings of Christ in their personal and professional lives.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1. Becoming a Faithful Man

### Chapter Summary: Becoming a Faithful Man

#### Insights from the Workaday World

A Personal Message from Gene

During a "Measure of a Man Seminar" in Chicago, Gene connected with two

new Christians working in management at a steel mill. They expressed how

Paul’s maturity profile from the Bible mirrored their own professional

experiences in hiring. They understood that selecting employees with strong

family values was crucial, as personal ethics correlate highly with workplace

integrity. Despite their limited biblical knowledge, they found parallels

between their management practices and the spiritual qualifications Paul

outlined for leadership, illustrating the relevance of biblical principles in

everyday life.

Timothy in Ephesus

Faced with the challenge of establishing a church in Ephesus, Timothy had

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


to discern which aspiring leaders were genuinely ready to guide others.

Paul’s letters emphasized that maturity and character are vital for leadership,

urging Timothy to look for those who reflect Christ’s example. He needed to

weed out those motivated by power and instead find candidates who

demonstrated personal growth and stability.

Titus in Crete

Similarly, Titus was left in charge of appointing leaders in Crete, where he

encountered even greater difficulties. Many self-proclaimed believers were

misleading others for material gain, wreaking havoc on families and

communities. Paul empowered Titus to not only cultivate genuine leaders

but also to confront and silence these deceitful individuals. He was tasked

with maintaining the integrity of the church and ensuring that true followers

exhibited the right qualities of leadership.

Paul’s Maturity Profile

From Paul’s correspondence with Timothy and Titus, a powerful profile of

spiritual maturity is established. This includes nineteen qualifications that

serve as benchmarks for evaluating character and suitability for leadership:

1. Above reproach: Good reputation
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2. Husband of one wife: Moral integrity

3. Temperate: Balanced demeanor

4. Prudent: Wise and humble

5. Respectable: Role model

6. Hospitable: Generous spirit

7. Able to teach: Communicative and non-defensive

8. Not addicted to wine: Free from substance abuse

9. Not self-willed: Avoidance of selfishness

10. Not quick-tempered: Control over anger

11. Not pugnacious: Non-violent nature

12. Gentle: Kind and loving approach

13. Peaceable: Non-divisive behavior

14. Free from the love of money: Non-materialistic mindset

15. Manages his household well: Strong family leadership

16. Loving what is good: Commitment to godliness

17. Just: Fair and discerning in judgment

18. Devout: Faithfully dedicated to God

19. Self-controlled: Disciplined life

These qualifications are applicable not just for church leaders but should

serve as aspirational goals for every Christian man striving to reflect Christ

in their daily lives.

An Exciting Challenge
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As individuals reflect on this comprehensive profile, it’s crucial to view

personal growth as an enticing endeavor rather than a source of

discouragement. Temptations may arise, encouraging them to feel

inadequate or hopeless. However, with encouragement rooted in Scripture

from James 4:7–8a, they are reminded of God’s unwavering support and

love. The path to spiritual maturity is collaborative and should inspire hope,

nurturing the realization that they can aspire to embody the qualities of a

faithful man.

#### Thinking and Growing Together

The chapter concludes with practical discussion prompts designed for group

reflection on biblical truths and personal application. Participants are

encouraged to appoint a servant-leader to facilitate their discussions, share

personal insights, and set growth goals. This communal approach fosters

accountability, prayer, and collective support as each member strives for

spiritual development.

Through this structure, not only is individual growth encouraged, but so too

is the building of a supportive community that helps each other navigate the

challenges of becoming faithful men.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Spiritual maturity is essential for leadership.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the crossroads of your life,

reflecting on the qualities that shape your character. The realization

that spiritual maturity isn't just a lofty goal but a vital foundation for

leadership in all aspects of life can inspire you profoundly. Paul’s

profile emphasizes integrity, balance, and a commitment to godliness,

urging you to internalize these traits as personal aspirations. As you

strive to embody these qualities, you not only enhance your own

character but also set the standard for those around you, becoming a

source of guidance and support in your community. This journey

toward maturity invites reinforcement from fellow seekers of faith,

allowing you to foster an environment where growth is celebrated.

Each step taken towards becoming a faithful man is not merely about

self-improvement, but about radiating Christ’s love and integrity in a

world desperate for moral leaders.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 2 Summary: 2. Building a Good Reputation

### Chapter 2: Building a Good Reputation

Overview

In this chapter, the importance of a good reputation is explored through

personal anecdotes, biblical references, and practical applications. The

emphasis is on the concept of being "above reproach," a term used by the

Apostle Paul in his letters to Timothy and Titus, which signifies having a

reputation of integrity rather than perfection.

A Personal Reflection

The chapter opens with a poignant anecdote shared by the author, Gene.

When preparing a sermon on family dynamics, he asked his young daughter,

Renee, for her honest feedback about his role as a father. During their

heartfelt conversation, Renee expressed her concern that he often didn’t

listen to her. This moment became a turning point for Gene, highlighting the

importance of being present and attentive, especially to those closest to him.

It serves as a reminder that those who love us most can offer the most
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valuable insights into our character.

Defining a Good Reputation

Paul's exhortation to be “above reproach” calls for a man to have a positive

reputation shaped by his behavior and relationships, rather than an

unattainable standard of perfection. This concept is not only pertinent for

church leaders, as emphasized in 1 Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:6, but also

serves as a high goal for all believers. A good reputation is a summation of

various Christian virtues—a natural outcome of maturing in faith.

Historical Context

To illustrate this quality, the chapter delves into the early church's

challenges, particularly during the distribution of food to Grecian widows in

Jerusalem. The apostles recognized the necessity for "seven men of good

reputation" to oversee this crucial task, ensuring that leaders chosen were

respected members of the community, thus maintaining fairness and

integrity.

Timothy’s Credibility
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The narrative continues with Timothy's story. A young disciple from Lystra,

Timothy was well-regarded by the brethren in various locations, showcasing

that a good reputation can create positive conversations across different

circles. This is further reinforced by the fact that Timothy, despite familial

challenges such as having an unbelieving father, exemplified a maturity in

faith recognized by others.

Self-Assessment

Gene emphasizes the importance of self-evaluation in building a good

reputation. It is essential to seek feedback from those who know us

best—spouses, children, and close friends—to gain an honest perspective on

how we are perceived. This reflection is vital for recognizing areas of

strength and opportunities for growth in our character.

The chapter encourages readers to engage in honest conversations about

their reputations, such as examining whether relationships deepen over time

and whether people seek them out for trust and confidentiality. This process

can be daunting, akin to diving into unknown waters, but it is portrayed as a

transformative journey towards personal growth.

Action Steps and Discussion
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The chapter concludes with practical steps for fostering a positive reputation,

such as setting specific goals for improvement and engaging in meaningful

discussions with peers. It encourages group interaction, helping participants

identify actionable changes they can make to enhance their reputations as

men of faith.

Through this chapter, Gene drives home the point that reputation is built

through consistent actions that reflect one's values. The ultimate aim is for

believers to align their public personas with their private lives, fostering

authenticity and integrity in all relationships. 

Conclusion

In sum, Chapter 2 presents reputation as a vital aspect of the Christian life,

emphasizing the need for authenticity and attentiveness in our relationships.

By reflecting on our standing with others, setting achievable goals, and

seeking constructive feedback, we can work towards the biblical ideal of

being "above reproach."
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3. Maintaining Moral Purity

### Chapter 3: Maintaining Moral Purity 

A Personal Message from Gene

In this chapter, the author discusses the critical issue of maintaining moral

purity, particularly in the context of relationships. This topic is explored

through the lens of biblical principles and modern cultural challenges.

Abusing God’s Gift

The narrative begins with the story of "Jose," a man from a South American

country whose father illicitly introduced him to sexual experiences through a

prostitute at a young age. This initiation into a morally ambiguous lifestyle

led Jose to struggle with infidelity throughout his marriage, a practice

normalized in his culture. However, upon becoming a believer in Christ, he

encountered the biblical standards of marriage and morality. Jose faced a

formidable battle against his deep-rooted addiction to promiscuity but

ultimately found victory through prayer, accountability, and his faith,

transforming his practices to prioritize his family.
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Cultural Context of the New Testament

The chapter transitions to a broader examination of cultural norms in biblical

times, specifically among Gentiles, where it was commonplace for affluent

men to have multiple partners, including a wife, a slave, and a prostitute.

Women in these situations often lacked agency, and such arrangements were

seen as the norm. The Apostle Paul addressed this immoral culture head-on,

urging that a spiritual leader, as outlined in 1 Timothy and Titus, must be

“the husband of one wife,” emphasizing fidelity and moral integrity.

Paul's teachings challenged the prevailing attitudes of sexual immorality in

Corinth, where extreme behaviors were tolerated among believers. He made

it clear that moral decay could not be condoned among church leaders,

arguing for a higher standard of purity that extends even to thoughts and

intentions, echoing Jesus's teachings on lust.

Navigating Modern Temptations

Drawing parallels to today’s sexually charged environment, the author notes

that temptation is universal for men. While being tempted is not sinful,

giving in to lustful thoughts is. The internet, with its pervasive access to
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explicit content, presents significant challenges to moral integrity. The

author emphasizes the importance of resisting temptation and remaining

faithful to one’s spouse, underscoring that fantasies about others are

inconsistent with a life devoted to God.

Steps to Uphold Moral Purity

The chapter outlines several proactive steps for men to maintain moral

purity:

1. Develop Good Communication: Open discussions with one's spouse

 about sexual needs can mitigate misunderstandings. Men must express their

needs candidly without blaming their partners for infidelity.

   

2. Avoid Sexually Stimulating Situations: Men should actively avoid

 environments that expose them to temptations, including inappropriate

media and situations that could lead to moral failure.

3. Think Right: Regular engagement with Scripture and prayer can

 strengthen resolve against temptation. Paul’s guidance on focusing on what

is good and pure is vital.

4. Be Accountable: Having a trusted accountability partner is essential.

 Mutual honesty and openness can help combat hidden struggles.
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5. Seek Professional Counseling: If issues persist, men are encouraged to

 seek counseling. Professional help can be a crucial support, especially in

cases of addiction.

A Special Assignment

The chapter concludes with actionable steps designed to foster moral purity,

emphasizing communication between spouses about their differences and

needs. It encourages married and single men to reflect on their struggles and

seek mutual improvement or professional help when necessary.

Group Discussion and Application

The chapter suggests group interaction to deepen understanding through

shared experiences and encourages discussing practical steps to support each

other in maintaining moral integrity. Reflective questions invite exploration

of personal challenges regarding purity and highlight the importance of

setting goals and praying for one another.

In essence, the chapter calls for a commitment to moral integrity that aligns

with biblical standards, emphasizing the transformative power of
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accountability, communication, and prayer in overcoming the pervasive

challenges of our culturally charged environment.
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Chapter 4: 4. Living a Balanced Life

### Chapter 4: Living a Balanced Life

The journey of living a balanced life as a follower of Christ begins with a

recognition of our temporary existence on Earth. Gene reflects on a

conversation with a worried attendee at a Bible conference who was anxious

about the moral and economic decline of the nation. This exchange

underscores a critical insight: our sense of security should not rest on earthly

stability but on our eternal citizenship in heaven, as articulated in 1 Peter

2:11 and Philippians 3:20. 

#### Spiritual and Emotional Stability

The chapter emphasizes the importance of being "temperate," a term derived

from the Greek word nephaleos, which indicates a state of sobriety and

alertness. True followers of Christ maintain spiritual and emotional stability,

no matter the turbulence surrounding them. They are aware of God’s

sovereignty and historical trajectory while actively participating in fulfilling

His purposes within their families, workplaces, and communities. A

temperate individual remains grounded, avoids extremes, and seeks peace

through prayer, reflecting the exhortations found in Philippians 4:6–7.
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#### Maintaining Proper Focus

Modern believers can easily become distracted by societal issues,

prioritizing external appearances over internal transformation. While

expressing concern for the nation's well-being is natural, it is crucial to

remember that our true hope lies in Jesus Christ. Despite the alarming

cultural shifts—rising divorce rates, family dysfunction, and moral

decay—we must refocus on our role as light and salt in the world, with an

aim toward personal and communal transformation through Christ.

#### Political Involvement

Being temperate does not mean disengagement from societal issues. As

Christians in a free society, we are encouraged to stay informed and

participate in political processes, using our voices wisely. Nonetheless, we

must recognize the limitations of relying solely on worldly wisdom,

understanding that the human tendency toward darkness often overshadows

the light of God’s truth. Despite external circumstances, believers hold fast

to the assurance of salvation, as stated in Hebrews 13:5, and can remain

joyful amid trials (1 Peter 1:3–9).

#### Becoming Temperate

Paul’s insights to the Thessalonians provide timeless guidance on cultivating
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temperance. To do so, he outlines three essential virtues: faith, hope, and

love.

1. Faith: Genuine faith begins with salvation—a gift from God that

 cannot be earned (Ephesians 2:8–9). This foundation allows believers to

step out and act upon God's promises as exemplified by biblical figures like

Abel, Noah, and Abraham. Their unwavering belief motivates them to live

out their faith, even amid uncertainty.

   

2. Hope: Hope encompasses the promise of eternal life and stability

 rooted in God’s character (Colossians 1:5; 1 Peter 1:3–4). Paul encourages

believers to anchor their hope in the returning Christ rather than fleeting

earthly assurances, enabling them to endure amidst societal decay.

3. Love: Lastly, love is the greatest of these virtues, as it encompasses

 patience, kindness, humility, and a rejoicing in truth, reflecting God’s nature

(1 Corinthians 13:13). It serves as the driving force that informs our actions

and interactions.

#### Points of Action

To cultivate temperance, the chapter concludes with introspective questions

designed to evaluate one’s faith, understanding of hope, and the presence of

love in daily life. Additionally, it encourages group discussions that focus on
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practical applications of these principles in modern contexts, suggesting the

setting of personal goals and the importance of communal prayer.

By striving to embody faith, hope, and love, believers can navigate a chaotic

world with grace, acting as beacons of stability and truth that reflect the light

of Christ. Through diligence and mutual support, a balanced life rooted in

biblical principles becomes achievable, fostering resilience and unity among

Christians in an increasingly challenging society.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. Demonstrating Wisdom

### Chapter 5: Demonstrating Wisdom

#### Introduction to Prudence

The chapter opens with a personal reflection by Gene, who highlights the

wisdom and influence of Dr. William Culberson, a former president of the

Moody Bible Institute. Through numerous interactions, Gene learned about

sound judgment, which the Bible describes as prudence—an essential

quality of maturity. Gene cites Proverbs and Scripture to emphasize the

importance of listening and applying wisdom in practical situations.

#### Definition and Importance of Prudence

The Greek term for prudence, *sophron*, encompasses being sober-minded,

sensible, and having sound judgment. Paul reinforces this idea in Romans,

where he encourages believers to view themselves rightly in relation to God

and each other. Such humility fosters genuine brotherly love and healthy

relationships within the church community. The call for prudence and

maturity extends to all members, impacting older men and women, as well

as younger generations.

#### Characteristics of a Prudent Individual

1. Humility: A prudent person recognizes that all they possess is a gift
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 from God, fostering an attitude of gratitude and reliance on Him.

   - This humility aligns with Philippians, wherein believers are urged to

regard others' interests above their own.

  

2. Gratitude: Understanding that salvation is a gift encourages a

 prudent lifestyle characterized by righteous living, as expressed in Titus.

3. Prayerfulness: A prudent individual prioritizes prayer,

 acknowledging their dependence on divine strength, echoing Peter's

exhortation to be of sound mind for the purpose of prayer.

4. Meekness and Courage: Prudence does not equate to weakness. Paul

 reminded Timothy not to feel ashamed, encouraging him to embrace the

power, love, and discipline that God provides. True meekness involves

recognizing one’s worth in God while standing firm in faith.

#### Paul’s Example of Prudence

Paul serves as a model of how to balance confidence and humility. In

defending himself against accusations from the Corinthians, his focus

remains on glorifying God's work in his life rather than seeking personal

glory. He instructs Titus to exemplify good deeds and sound doctrine,

making his life a testament to the message he preaches.

#### Relatable Experiences and Models
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Gene shares memorable moments with his son, Kenton, highlighting the

importance of modeling behavior for younger generations. He reflects on

how they discussed previous letters emphasizing the need for exemplary

character, showing that even amidst imperfections, one can still be

considered a model worthy of following. He contrasts this with a negative

example from his past, where a father’s poor choices led to detrimental

consequences for his son.

#### The Challenge of Balance

The chapter warns against the extremes of self-deprecation and arrogance. It

encourages individuals to seek wisdom and address personal imbalances in

self-view—whether stemming from upbringing, external experiences, or

misconceptions about worth and acceptance in God's sight.

#### Application and Growth

The chapter concludes with a structured approach for reflection and growth.

Discussion prompts invite readers to share insights, wrestle with their

struggles toward wisdom, and support one another through prayer and

accountability. Each participant is encouraged to set a personal goal toward

demonstrating wisdom in their lives, fostering a collaborative environment

for growth.

This chapter serves as a call to embody prudence through humility,

gratitude, prayerfulness, and courage, continually modeling Christ-like
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behavior for others to follow.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6. Making God’s Truth Attractive

### Chapter 6: Making God’s Truth Attractive

In this chapter, titled "Making God’s Truth Attractive," the author, Gene,

reflects on the importance of respectability among Christians, specifically as

it relates to one's behavior and lifestyle. He begins with a personal anecdote

from his family's experience of moving to Dallas, where they faced

challenges with their new property. A young neighbor's comment about him

working hard—“My mommy says you work awfully hard for a

preacher!”—serves as a pivotal moment for Gene. This interaction shifts the

perceptions of his neighbors regarding ministers, illustrating how practical

demonstrations of diligence can reshape reputations and serve as a witness

for Christ.

The author introduces the Greek word *kosmios*, found in 1 Timothy 3:2,

which is associated with being “of good behavior” or “respectable.” The

notion is that a respectable lifestyle functions as a “cosmetic” for the

gospel—making the message of Jesus Christ more appealing through the

authenticity of one’s life. 

To illustrate the impact of a respectable lifestyle, Gene recounts a modern

parable about himself. He describes the property he purchased from a
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previous minister who neglected the upkeep of his lawn and home. As a

result, Gene's family experienced communication barriers with their

neighbors who were dissatisfied with the appearance of his property.

Understanding the need for goodwill in the community, Gene prioritized

working on the exterior of their home to foster trust and relationships. His

commitment to beautifying his property eventually endeared him to his

neighbors, demonstrating that maintaining one’s home reflects broader

Christian obligations in community living.

The text emphasizes that a respectable individual aligns their

lifestyle—including appearance, speech, and behavior—with biblical

principles. Gene highlights Paul’s writings in Ephesians, pointing out that

although salvation is a divine gift, Christians are called to live in a way that

honors that gift through good works and orderly living. This “walking

worthy” of one's calling encompasses both personal behavior and public

interaction, as Paul continues to encourage believers to live in such a manner

that reflects grace and wisdom.

Gene then presents several reflective questions aimed at self-assessment. He

prompts readers to consider their external appearance, motivations for their

choices, and the impact of their spoken words on others. Through various

personal observations, he illustrates how negative language can detract from

one’s testimony, revealing possible insecurity or anger behind such

behavior.
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The chapter includes reflective discussions, urging readers to evaluate their

respectability in different areas of life—business, social interactions, and

church involvement. Gene provides scriptural affirmations as a guide for

improvement, emphasizing actions that contribute to a credible Christian

witness. He closes with practical exercises, encouraging readers to set

actionable goals for personal development, and highlights the importance of

supporting one another in this journey of growth.

In summary, this chapter underscores that being respectable and maintaining

a well-ordered life not only reflects personal integrity but also serves to

adorn the truth of the gospel, creating an inviting atmosphere for others to

encounter the teachings of Jesus Christ.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7. Sharing Our Resources

### Chapter 7: Sharing Our Resources

This chapter emphasizes the importance of hospitality and sharing within the

Christian community, illustrated through poignant examples and biblical

teachings.

A Personal Message from Gene

Gene shares a personal reflection on the tragic massacre of five missionaries

in Ecuador by the Auca Indians in 1956, an event that shocked the world.

However, it is the subsequent act of love that stands out when Rachael Saint,

the sister of one of the victims, along with a young Auca woman named

Dayuma, courageously returned to the tribe. Rachael dedicated years of her

life to learn the tribe's language, promote literacy, and ultimately translate

the New Testament for them. Her commitment led to the remarkable

conversion of her brother's killers, three of whom became pastors. The

chapter highlights another group’s effort—men from Fellowship Bible

Church—who traveled to Ecuador to build facilities that helped ease

Rachael’s arduous daily tasks, exemplifying selfless service rooted in

Christian love.
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Practicing Hospitality

This story underscores Paul’s teaching in Romans 12:13, which encourages

believers to share with those in need and practice hospitality. The essence of

being hospitable is to show genuine care and generosity towards others,

much like the church is meant to be a sanctuary for spiritual and emotional

healing. 

Hospitality in the Early Church

The chapter reflects on the early church in Jerusalem, born during a festival

when thousands gathered. Following the Holy Spirit’s descent, the believers

showcased unprecedented hospitality; they sold their possessions to ensure

no one among them went needy. This tradition continued throughout church

history, as seen in passages detailing how the church in Antioch aided those

in famine and how the Philippian church supported Paul during his

imprisonment.

The Ongoing Need for Generosity

Gene urges that the need for generosity remains relevant today. He shares

practices from churches he's led, such as establishing a “love fund” to meet

urgent needs—a tangible embodiment of the church's mission to support one

another. Paul’s encouragement to work not only for oneself but to be in a
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position to help others resonates deeply with the chapter's message.

The Spirit of Hospitality

True hospitality springs from love and should come without complaint. Peter

encourages believers to keep their love fervent, as genuine affection compels

us to help others from the heart—not out of obligation. He cites the words of

Saint Francis of Assisi, which encapsulate selflessness, emphasizing that in

giving, we indeed receive.

Caution Against Manipulation

However, Gene advises caution in hospitality, sharing a personal anecdote

about being approached for help by someone seeking handouts. He

acknowledges the existence of manipulative individuals and stresses that

while Christians must be generous, they should also discern genuine needs.

Paul lists hospitality as a virtue of maturity in leadership, indicating its

importance in Christian growth.

Home as a Hospitality Hub

He asserts that hospitality often begins at home, especially in the early

church when homes served as community meeting places. Regardless of

one's socio-economic status, the chapter illustrates that true Christian love
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transcends wealth, emphasizing that all believers, regardless of their

circumstances, should find ways to extend hospitality.

Action Points for Practicing Hospitality

The chapter concludes with actionable steps for readers to enhance their

hospitality:

1. Invite Spiritual Leaders: Open your home to church leaders and

 missionaries.

2. Engage Church Members: Create opportunities for fellow believers to

 connect.

3. Reach Out to Non-Christians: Start building relationships with

 neighbors or colleagues, fostering a welcoming community.

4. Host Informal Bible Studies: Extend invitations for study gatherings

 where faith and friendship can flourish.

Discussion and Application

Finally, Gene outlines a structured approach for discussing the chapter in a

group setting, highlighting personal reflections and goals for practicing

hospitality. This creates a communal environment for believers to share their

commitments to growing in this essential area of their faith life, ensuring

that the spirit of generosity thrives within the Christian community.
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In essence, this chapter encapsulates the vital role of hospitality in the

Christian experience, urging believers to respond to the needs of others with

open hearts and homes, motivated by love and a desire to reflect Christ’s

own kindness.

Section Summary

A Personal
Message
from Gene

Gene recalls the 1956 massacre of missionaries in Ecuador and
highlights Rachael Saint’s efforts to return to the Auca tribe, leading to
conversions and vocal service from her brother's killers. Fellowship
Bible Church members aided her by building facilities, exemplifying
selfless Christian love.

Practicing
Hospitality

The chapter echoes Paul's Romans 12:13, advocating for sharing and
genuine hospitality as a means of caring for others within the
community.

Hospitality in
the Early
Church

The early church in Jerusalem demonstrated unparalleled hospitality,
selling possessions to prevent anyone from being in need, a legacy
continued by other churches.

The
Ongoing
Need for
Generosity

Gene highlights the continued relevance of generosity and shares
practical church experiences like establishing a “love fund” to support
those in urgent need.

The Spirit of
Hospitality

True hospitality should stem from love and be performed willingly,
emphasizing that giving leads to receiving.

Caution
Against
Manipulation

Gene warns of potential manipulation in hospitality requests and
advocates for discernment in addressing genuine needs, as hospitality
is a mark of mature Christian leadership.

Home as a
Hospitality
Hub

Hospitality often begins at home, showcasing that true Christian love is
accessible regardless of socio-economic status, urging all to express it
through hospitality.

Action Readers are encouraged to invite spiritual leaders, engage church
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Section Summary

Points for
Practicing
Hospitality

members, reach out to non-Christians, and host informal Bible studies
to foster a culture of hospitality.

Discussion
and
Application

Gene provides a structured approach for group discussions, allowing
believers to share experiences and goals for enhancing hospitality in
their faith communities.
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Chapter 8: 8. Communicating Sensitively

The chapter "Communicating Sensitively" emphasizes the critical qualities

 and practices of effective communication, particularly as they apply to

teaching and spiritual leadership. The chapter begins with a personal story

from Gene, sharing an experience of his friend Mike, a former CEO, who

faced an unexpected picketing incident. When protesters accused him of

"redlining" minorities, instead of reacting defensively or combatively, Mike

invited them into his home for a cup of coffee and an open conversation.

This act of kindness allowed for a genuine dialogue where Mike shared his

concerns for minority communities and recounted his personal faith journey.

His approach not only defused the tension but also transformed the

sentiments of the picketers, who left appreciating his hospitality and

perspective.

This incident illustrates the biblical concept of being “able to teach,” as

outlined by Paul in his letters to Timothy. In 2 Timothy 2:23-25, Paul

encourages Timothy to avoid quarrels, be kind, patient, and gentle in

correcting those who oppose him. The essence of being "able to teach,"

derived from the Greek word didaktikos, extends beyond mere pedagogical

skill; it incorporates attitudes of patience and understanding, highlighting the

need for emotional maturity and a firm grasp of scripture.

Gene reflects on his own past experiences as a teacher, acknowledging
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moments where he failed to embody these qualities. He shares a specific

incident with an older student who challenged him. Initially taken aback,

Gene learned that this student's behavior stemmed from personal insecurity

and rivalry, and through understanding and forgiveness, he grew in his

ability to communicate sensitively.

The chapter underscores three core qualities necessary for effective teaching.

First, a teacher must demonstrate spiritual and emotional maturity, able to

remain composed in the face of conflict. Second, a firm conviction in the

truth of God’s Word is crucial. Third, a teacher should possess a

comprehensive understanding of scripture to communicate effectively. 

The text encourages practical steps for fostering the ability to teach, such as

responding warmly to personal attacks, maintaining emotional control, and

seeking private resolutions to conflicts. It reminds readers of the importance

of accountability within a community and suggests engaging in Bible study

groups to deepen understanding and collaboration.

The chapter concludes with suggested discussion questions and a

goal-setting exercise meant to encourage further reflection on personal

learning and communication growth. Overall, it calls for the development of

sensitive communication skills rooted in grace, understanding, and scriptural

integrity—all essential for impactful teaching and leadership in both

personal and communal contexts.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9. Being Moderate in All Things

### Chapter 9: Being Moderate in All Things

In this chapter, the author addresses the topic of moderation, particularly in

relation to alcohol consumption. His insights stem from a real-life incident

where a mother, frustrated by her son’s drinking, reacted vehemently against

the author's views, which state that the Bible does not explicitly mandate

total abstinence from alcohol. This incident serves as a springboard for the

discussion on how the Scriptures address alcohol consumption and personal

conduct.

The author emphasizes that the Bible condemns drunkenness rather than the

act of drinking itself. He references both Old and New Testaments,

highlighting passages that caution against the behaviors associated with

excessive drinking and addiction. For instance, Proverbs warns of the perils

of indulging in wine, noting that such behavior can lead to various forms of

distress and loss. Similarly, Paul advises against drunkenness, positing that

moderation is a key element of Christian maturity.

Adding depth to his argument, the author stresses that addictive behaviors,

including alcohol dependence, are explicitly opposed in Scripture.

Alcoholism is framed as a societal issue, prompting some believers to
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advocate for total abstinence, especially for those with a propensity for

addiction. However, the author clarifies that while abstinence may be

appropriate for some, it is inaccurate to suggest that all Christians should

refrain from drinking entirely. He encourages readers to consider the

implications of their actions on those around them, particularly children,

who can be influenced by parental behavior.

Throughout the chapter, the author discusses the principle of not being a

stumbling block to others. Referring to Romans, he notes that Christians

should be mindful of their freedoms and how they might affect weaker

brethren. The author shares a personal experience involving two church

members who grappled with their own drinking choices in light of their

children, ultimately choosing moderation over potential negative influences.

The text draws parallels to other forms of overindulgence, such as overeating

and smoking, which similarly can harm health and spiritual witness. The

author points out the hypocrisy in judging alcohol consumption while failing

to address other detrimental behaviors.

Maintaining a Christian witness is a recurring theme. The author shares

insights from his own life, illustrating how it is possible to uphold one's

beliefs without imposing them on others. For example, he recounts an

incident in a bar where he was studying the Bible, using the moment to

demonstrate that one's presence can be a testament to faith without
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conforming to societal expectations.

Concluding the chapter, the author provides practical steps for fostering

discipline and moderation. He emphasizes the importance of accountability

within the Christian community, encouraging individuals to seek help when

struggling with addiction or other compulsive behaviors. The chapter also

challenges readers to engage in meaningful discussion and set personal goals

rooted in biblical principles, empowering them to pursue a lifestyle marked

by moderation, integrity, and a loving concern for others.

Key points include:

1. Moderation vs. Abstinence: The Bible does not require total

 abstinence from alcohol, but it advocates for moderation and a warning

against drunkenness.

2. Influence on Others: Christians should consider the impact of their

 actions on weaker brethren and children, avoiding behaviors that could lead

to others stumbling.

3. Self-Reflection: Believers are encouraged to examine their own

 behaviors, whether it's drinking, eating, or smoking, and to approach others

with humility rather than judgment.

4. Practical Steps for Discipline: The importance of accountability and

 establishing personal goals to cultivate a life that honors both God and the

community.
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This chapter serves as a vital reminder that moderation in all aspects of life,

including the responsible consumption of alcohol, aligns with Christian

maturity and reflects a genuine love for others within the community.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10. Overcoming Self-Centeredness

### Chapter 10: Overcoming Self-Centeredness

Introduction to Self-Centeredness

In this chapter, the author tackles the issue of self-centeredness, particularly

within the context of Christian behavior. Drawing from personal experiences

and scriptural insights, he demonstrates how this trait can disrupt

relationships and undermine one's reputation as a follower of Christ. 

Personal Anecdote: The Self-Centered Roommate

The author recounts his experiences with a self-centered roommate during

his ministry years. Despite his efforts to accommodate this roommate's

needs, he eventually reached a breaking point where he expressed his deep

frustrations. This confrontation led to a significant change in his roommate's

behavior and ultimately to a letter years later in which the roommate

acknowledged his self-centered ways. This story illustrates how self-willed

behavior – defined in Titus 1:7 and characterized by arrogance and

self-pleasure – can distort relationships and importance of confrontation for
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growth.

Understanding Self-Centeredness

The chapter elaborates on the Greek word "authadees," translated as

"self-willed," which refers to someone whose arrogance and

self-centeredness can reflect a lack of respect and may even lead to false

teachings, as warned by the Apostle Peter in 2 Peter 2:10. The author

emphasizes that self-centeredness exists on a continuum and can manifest

subtly, even in those who consider themselves devout Christians.

Confrontation and Effects of Self-Centeredness

Facing self-willed individuals can be challenging due to their lack of

teachability. Often, people avoid confrontation with such individuals out of

intimidation or a desire for acceptance. The complexity of these dynamics

can severely disrupt marital and familial relationships, with selfishness being

a leading cause of conflict in marriages. The author stresses the importance

of husbands loving their wives as instructed by Paul in Ephesians and

Colossians, emphasizing that successful marriages require acknowledgement

of mutual imperfections.
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Raising Children Amid Self-Centeredness

The author delves into the impact of self-centered parenting. Fathers, in

particular, are warned against provoking their children to anger due to their

own self-oriented behaviors. The nurturing phase of childhood development

is crucial, and a balanced approach is needed to cultivate healthy

self-expression in children, rather than suppressing their natural tendencies

or encouraging negativity. 

Causes of Self-Centeredness

Several factors can contribute to self-centeredness, including childhood

experiences of overindulgence or repression. Overindulged children may

grow into self-centered adults, while overly restricted children may become

weak-willed. The author emphasizes that self-centeredness is a sin inherent

in human nature since the Fall, as outlined in Christian doctrine. 

Practical Steps Forward

To assist individuals in overcoming self-centeredness, the chapter provides a

framework:
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1. Differentiate between self-will and a strong will, emphasizing that having

a strong will can be a virtue when aligned with humility.

2. Identify the root causes of self-centered behavior to address them

effectively.

3. Take actionable steps towards transformation through studying scripture

and allowing the Holy Spirit to foster a spirit of love and kindness, as

highlighted in Galatians 5:22-26.

Conclusion: Responsibility for Change

The chapter closes by reinforcing personal responsibility in overcoming

self-centeredness. Understanding the roots of this behavior is crucial, but

individuals must also recognize their accountability in choosing to change,

regardless of their past experiences. The author calls for actionable change,

supported by community discussion and prayer for one another's goals to

foster growth.

Discussion Questions and Goals

The chapter concludes with suggestions for group discussion and personal

goal-setting, encouraging readers to reflect on their experiences with

self-willed behavior and to commit to overcoming it with the support of
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peers.

### Key Takeaways

- Self-centeredness can harm relationships and reputations, and recognizing

this trait is vital for growth.

- Confronting self-will in ourselves and others is necessary for improved

relationships.

- Childhood experiences significantly shape self-centered behavior, but

positive change is possible through accountability and spiritual guidance.

- Open discussions and shared goals within a community can help in

overcoming tendencies towards self-will.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting Self-Will

Critical Interpretation: Confronting self-will, both in ourselves and in

others, is pivotal for fostering deeper, healthier relationships. By

recognizing the self-centered tendencies that may lie beneath the

surface of our interactions, you are empowered to challenge these

behaviors constructively. This requires courage, honesty, and a

commitment to accountability, but the rewards are profound: stronger

bonds with your loved ones and a genuine expression of Christ-like

love. Embracing this key point encourages you to engage with others

authentically, ultimately leading to mutual respect and growth,

transforming not just your relationships, but your entire approach to

community and personal development.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11. Handling Anger Appropriately

### Chapter 11: Handling Anger Appropriately

In this chapter, the author reflects on his personal journey with anger, shaped

by his upbringing in a household where expressions of anger were viewed

negatively. His father, though loving, often repressed his feelings, leading to

passive-aggressive tendencies that the author inherited. Through personal

growth, he learned to acknowledge and express anger in a more constructive

way, aligning with biblical teachings.

#### Understanding Anger

The author establishes that anger is a natural emotion given by God, noting

the biblical assertion “Be angry, and yet do not sin” (Eph. 4:26). He

highlights that properly handled, anger can serve a purpose, as demonstrated

by Jesus when He confronted wrongdoing in the Temple (John 2:13-17).

The key message is that while anger itself isn’t sinful, how we express it can

become sinful if it leads to harmful actions.

#### What Makes Anger Sinful?

The text classifies various expressions of anger that can lead to sin:

1. Quick-Temperament: Some individuals become easily angered, often
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 saying hurtful things without considering the consequences. The author

recounts witnessing a mother verbally assault her child in a restaurant,

showcasing the damaging effect of quick-tempered reactions.

2. Bitterness: Allowing anger to linger leads to bitterness, which can

 foster spiritual and psychological issues. The author emphasizes the

importance of resolving anger before it festers (Eph. 4:26b-27).

3. Vindictiveness and Violence: Seeking revenge for perceived wrongs is

 discouraged, as the author cites Romans 12:17 and advocates for

overcoming evil with good. Unchecked anger can escalate into violence,

necessitating careful emotional management, especially in interpersonal

relationships and parental discipline.

#### Causes of Anger

The author explores several sources of anger:

- Innate Nature: Anger often stems from human behavior shaped by sin,

 as illustrated by the story of Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:5-8).

- Poor Role Models: Children raised in environments with angry role

 models may learn to express anger destructively.

- Insecurity and Abuse: Psychological insecurity and experiences of

 abuse contribute to harmful anger patterns that may perpetuate cycles of

violence.
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#### Strategies for Managing Anger

The author offers practical steps to take control of anger:

- Develop biblical perspectives on anger by self-examination and confession.

- Identify personal triggers of anger and understand their roots.

- Implement rational strategies for expressing anger without escalation.

- Seek spiritual guidance through prayer and scriptural reflection.

Preventative measures include maintaining spiritual integrity, managing

stress through physical activity, and approaching conflicts thoughtfully. The

author underscores the importance of continuous self-awareness and growth

in handling anger.

#### Group Discussion Suggestions

The chapter concludes with prompts to facilitate group discussions on

personal experiences and reflections regarding anger management,

encouraging sharing, goal-setting, and prayer support among peers.

Through these insights, the chapter advocates for a balanced understanding

of anger: acknowledging its existence within the human experience while

advocating for healthy, constructive expressions aligned with Christian

principles.
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Chapter 12: 12. Avoiding Destructive Behavior

### Chapter 12: Avoiding Destructive Behavior

In this chapter, the author reflects on the pervasive issue of violence and the

roots of destructive behavior, drawing on personal and biblical narratives to

illustrate how anger, unchecked and unresolved, can lead to tragic outcomes.

#### A Personal Tragedy

The chapter opens with a heart-wrenching account of a former parishioner's

murder, which profoundly impacted the author. This woman, a dedicated

member of his church, was killed in her own home, leading to the shocking

revelation that her husband—who was involved in an affair—was accused

and later convicted of her murder. This personal tale serves as a starting

point to discuss the destructive behaviors that arise from uncontrolled anger

and sin, which the author connects to the struggles highlighted in the

writings of the apostle Paul—specifically, the qualities required of church

leaders as mentioned in 1 Timothy 3:3 and Titus 1:7.

#### The Nature of Anger

Anger, particularly when left unmanaged, can escalate into violence. The
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author explicates the term "pugnacious," derived from the Greek word

*pleektees,* noting that it indicates not just a readiness to argue but an

inclination towards physical aggression. He revisits biblical stories,

including Cain's fatal act of jealousy against Abel and Moses’s impulsive

murder of an Egyptian, to illustrate how even the closest servants of God

succumbed to violent impulses. 

David’s adultery and subsequent orchestration of Uriah’s death demonstrate

how unchecked desire can lead to devastating repercussions, not just for

individuals but for families and communities. Despite his deep repentance,

David's life and lineage were marred by violence, underscoring the enduring

consequences of sin.

#### Transformative Grace

The chapter shifts to the apostle Paul, who remarkably transformed from a

violent persecutor of Christians to a pivotal figure in spreading the Gospel.

Paul’s encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus signifies the profound

power of redemption. His acknowledgment of past transgressions and

reliance on God’s mercy emphasizes that even those with a violent past can

find purpose and transformation through grace.

#### Societal Reflections and Responsibility

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


The narrative then broadens to consider societal violence, with the author

reflecting on the moral atrocities of Nazi Germany. Drawing parallels

between historical and contemporary violence, he underlines that all humans

have a predisposition toward sin and violence, echoing the warning found in

Jeremiah 17:9 regarding the deceitfulness of the human heart. 

A poignant example arises from the interaction between journalist Mike

Wallace and Holocaust survivor Yehiel Dinur, who confronted the chilling

notion that Eichmann, a principal architect of the Holocaust, was not a

monster but disturbingly normal. This realization—that “Eichmann is in all

of us”—reveals a sobering truth about human nature.

#### Cultural Causes of Violence

The text investigates the roots of violence in modern society, attributing

much to a culture that prioritizes materialism over human dignity and fosters

a lack of self-worth. The author cites the increase of domestic violence,

pointing out its epidemic status across various demographics and

emphasizing its damaging legacy on future generations.

#### Taking Action Against Anger

To combat violent behavior, the author proposes actionable steps, including:
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1. Self-Examination: Individuals are encouraged to assess their verbal

 interactions and personal conflicts.

2. Biblical Guidance: The importance of forgiveness and reconciliation

 as prescribed in Matthew 18:15-17 is emphasized.

3. Addressing Resentment: He outlines a structured approach for

 individuals to confess their anger, seek God's help, and write specific goals

to promote positive conflict resolution.

4. Seeking Professional Help: For those struggling with severe anger

 issues, the author advocates for therapy to uncover and address root causes.

As the chapter concludes, the author calls for accountability and support

within Christian communities to actively confront and diminish violence,

inviting group discussions on personal experiences with abuse and setting

goals for change.

#### Conclusion

In a final reflection, the author underscores the necessity for vigilance in

addressing the destructive tendencies that dwell within all humans, urging

readers to strive for maturity in Christ and to prioritize love and respect for

others in their daily lives. Through honest introspection and communal

support, individuals can work to overcome the destructive patterns of anger

and violence that plague their hearts and society.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13. Treating Others Fairly

### Chapter 13: Treating Others Fairly and the Quality of Gentleness

In this chapter, the author explores the biblical quality of gentleness,

illustrated through the life of Tom Landry, the late head coach of the Dallas

Cowboys. Landry exemplified the concept of epiikees, a Greek term

 implying fairness and gentleness, making him an ideal figure for this

exploration of character.

#### A Personal Encounter with Tom Landry

The author recounts his first meeting with Landry while introducing him to

Tony Evans, a promising young pastor regarded as a potential spiritual

leader for the Cowboys. Throughout their subsequent encounters, the author

observed Landry's remarkable fair-mindedness, as noted by players like

Tony Dorsett and Randy White. They emphasized Landry’s ability to listen

and be patient, even with challenging team members.

#### A Transformation Through Faith

Tom Landry's journey toward gentleness began after he embraced

Christianity. Though known for a fiery temperament in his early athletic
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career, his faith nurtured a new attitude of patience and understanding. This

change became evident, particularly when he faced the painful dismissal by

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones. Rather than cultivating bitterness, Landry

expressed a gracious resolve, demonstrating the profound impact of his

Christian faith on his character.

#### The Apostle Paul’s Example of Gentleness

The author draws parallels between Landry and the Apostle Paul, who wrote

about gentleness in his letters, particularly to Timothy and the Corinthians.

Paul advocated for a spirit of gentleness while defending essential truths of

Christianity, embodying compassion and strength simultaneously. This

nuanced approach reflects the gentleness of Jesus, an essential quality for

Christians, especially when interacting with others.

#### Encouraging Gentleness Among Christians

In his letter to Titus, Paul urged believers to display gentleness and

consideration towards all people, including non-believers. He cautioned that,

just as Christians were once lost, they should extend grace to those still

within the grip of sin, exemplifying the transformative mercy God afforded

them.

#### Practicing Gentleness
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The chapter concludes by emphasizing the importance of pursuing

gentleness in one's personal life. The author proposes several actionable

steps to develop this trait, including:

1. Knowing Christ Personally: Understanding that true gentleness stems

 from a personal relationship with Jesus.

2. Joining a Bible Study Group: Engaging with fellow believers to

 deepen one’s faith as Landry did, leading to significant life changes.

3. Setting Goals for Gentleness: Identifying specific areas in life where

 one may struggle with fairness and compassion, and seeking improvement

through self-evaluation and accountability.

#### Interactive Reflection

The chapter includes suggestions for discussion and personal application,

encouraging readers to reflect on their relationships and experiences with

gentleness. Readers are prompted to share their insights, set personal goals,

and pray together to support one another in their journeys toward embodying

gentleness.

Overall, this chapter underscores that gentleness, rooted in faith and

characterized by fairness and compassion, is essential both in personal

conduct and in our interactions with others. Tom Landry’s legacy serves as a
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powerful reminder of how faith can transform one’s character, enabling

individuals to navigate challenges with grace.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Pursuing gentleness in personal life

Critical Interpretation: Imagine how your relationships could

transform if you embraced gentleness as a guiding principle. This

chapter teaches you that true gentleness springs from knowing Christ

personally, leading to a life characterized by fair-mindedness and

compassion. By following Tom Landry's example and practicing

patience, even in challenging situations, you could foster an

environment of understanding that influences not just how you treat

others, but also how they respond to you. As you commit to being

more gentle, you’ll find not only personal growth but also a ripple

effect that inspires those around you to cultivate gentleness in their

own lives.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14. Being a Peacemaker

### Chapter 14: Being a Peacemaker

This chapter explores the qualities of being a peacemaker, emphasizing the

struggle against contentiousness and the importance of unity among

believers, drawing insights from various biblical characters and Paul’s

teachings.

#### Personal Reflection from Gene

The chapter opens with a personal story about Gene's close friend, Eddie,

affectionately known as "Mr. Charge Ahead." Eddie's tendency to debate

passionately often came across as contentiousness. Before becoming an

elder, a series of evaluations revealed his argumentative nature, much to the

concern of his wife, who had tried to address the issue previously. 

In a brave discussion, Eddie took feedback to heart and sought to change his

behavior. He encouraged his family to help him by marking instances of

contentiousness on a calendar. Although initially hurt by the feedback, Eddie

embraced it, realizing that he needed to cultivate the fruit of the Spirit and

sought accountability from his loved ones. This journey highlights the

transformation possible when one embraces humility and the desire for
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self-improvement.

#### The Spectrum of Contentiousness

The chapter notes that everyone fluctuates on the "contentiousness

continuum" due to various factors such as insecurity, hurt feelings, or

stubbornness. The focus, however, should be on addressing habitual

contentious behavior, which disrupts harmony in relationships. 

Disagreements, as demonstrated by missionary companions Paul and

Barnabas, are not inherently wrong. Their split over whether to take John

Mark on a mission illustrates that even close friends can clash. While Paul,

convinced of Mark’s unreliability, chose a businesslike approach, Barnabas

advocated for compassion and restoration, showing that differing

perspectives can lead to valuable lessons about grace and understanding.

Another significant conflict was between Paul and Peter, where Paul

publicly confronted Peter for his hypocrisy regarding the inclusion of

Gentiles. This confrontation serves as a reminder that even esteemed leaders

must be accountable to the truth, demonstrating that growth and maturity are

essential for anyone striving to reflect Christ.

#### Transformative Lessons from the Apostles
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The chapter shares that Jesus's chosen disciples, like James and John—called

the "Sons of Thunder"—exhibited flaws but were ultimately transformed.

Their earlier self-centeredness evolved into a desire for service, culminating

in profound commitments to the Gospel even to the point of death for some.

#### The Quest for Unity

A pivotal aspect of Christianity, as articulated in Jesus's prayer for His

disciples, is unity. He prayed for believers to be one, mirroring His

relationship with the Father, signifying that harmony among Christians

serves as a testimony to the world about Christ's divinity. Paul echoed this

concern in his letters, urging believers to prioritize peace and to avoid

contention at all costs.

#### Addressing Contentiousness

Delving into the reasons behind contentious behavior, the chapter identifies

root causes:

1. Sin Nature: Human tendencies towards selfishness often spark

 conflict.

2. Bad Models: Negative familial examples can result in learned

 contentious behavior.

3. Bad Habits: Competitive environments may instill a need to always
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 win arguments.

4. Insecurity: A lack of confidence may lead some to dominate out of

 fear.

5. Bitterness: Lingering anger can manifest as general contentiousness.

Gene recounts a devastating experience with a pastor whose misconduct

harmed their church. Years later, that pastor sought forgiveness, illustrating

the redemptive power of grace and reconciliation.

#### Practical Steps to Overcome Contentiousness

To combat contentiousness, readers are encouraged to evaluate personal

motivations behind their behavior, transform their attitude through prayer,

and seek forgiveness where needed. Maintaining a balance between relying

on divine strength and accepting personal responsibility is crucial. This

involves wearing God's armor as an active strategy against negativity and

setting specific, realistic goals for transforming interactions, particularly

within family dynamics.

#### Conclusion

The chapter concludes with a call for accountability and purpose, urging

readers to pursue peace actively. It prompts group discussions focused on
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personal reflections regarding contentiousness, the triggers for those

reactions, and the importance of fostering unity within the community. The

chapter encourages prayer for one another as a vital part of growing together.

### Key Takeaway

Being a peacemaker is an ongoing spiritual journey. Emphasizing the themes

of grace, accountability, and growth, the chapter encourages readers to strive

for unity and embody the characteristics of Christ—transforming

contentiousness into peaceful engagement within their communities.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 15. Learning Generosity

### Chapter 15: Learning Generosity

Introduction: The Importance of Generosity

In Timothy 3:3, the principle that underscores this chapter is the need to be

free from the love of money. This allows us to embrace generosity, a key

trait that enriches our lives and the lives of others.

A Personal Journey Towards Generosity

Gene reflects on his experience attending a business seminar, which, despite

not being faith-based, provided a crucial lesson on the importance of

generosity in achieving success. The speaker emphasized that true success

involves sharing one’s accomplishments and wealth with others, a notion

that profoundly impacted Gene’s understanding of his own generosity.

Initially hesitant, Gene and his wife began tithing—a practice they

maintained throughout their marriage. Despite their modest income, they

found that God met their needs. A pivotal moment prompted Gene to
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re-evaluate not just the act of giving, but the spirit with which he gave. He

recognized a previously begrudging attitude towards tipping in restaurants,

influenced heavily by his wife’s experiences as a waitress. Prompted by

external insight, Gene transformed this behavior into a joyful expression of

support for others in the service industry, illustrating that generosity

encompasses both the amount given and the attitude behind it.

Generosity as a Witness

Gene shares how his new perspective on tipping became a form of witness

for Christ. By generously tipping, he aimed to connect the Christian faith

with his actions, turning a basic societal obligation into an opportunity to

reflect his beliefs. He recalls an instance where his tipping made a

significant impression on a waitress, suggesting that generosity can open

doors for spiritual conversations.

The Need for Christians to Reflect Generosity

Gene highlights a troubling pattern among Christians: a tendency to be

perceived as stingy, particularly in restaurants. He emphasizes that if

Christians struggle to be generous tippers, they might reconsider whether

they should dine out at all. Generosity aligns with the fundamental Christian
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belief in sharing blessings, especially when so much has been given to us.

Deep Dive into Scripture on Generosity

In a six-month study with church elders about biblical teachings on money,

they discovered that Scripture addresses material possessions

extensively—more than any topic except God Himself. A shocking

realization was that a large majority of American Christians do not include

God in their financial planning, often prioritizing personal expenses over

spiritual obligations.

Statistical analysis reveals that most Christians give only a small percentage

of their income to God’s work, a reflection of a broader trend towards

materialism and away from biblical generosity. Gene underscores that loving

money leads ultimately to spiritual pitfalls and detachment from God.

Historical and Cultural Contexts

He draws parallels between historical biblical events and the present-day

situation in America, where societal values have shifted away from

traditional Judeo-Christian principles. The narrative of ancient Israel, where

prosperity led to forgetting God, serves as a cautionary tale against
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complacency amid material wealth. Gene warns that, much like ancient

Israel, modern Christians can easily fall into the same traps of prioritizing

earthly treasures over spiritual well-being.

A Call to Action and Self-Evaluation

Gene encourages readers to reflect on their financial priorities through a

series of evaluations. This involves assessing one’s motives regarding

money, establishing a biblical framework for financial decisions, and

actively implementing the scriptural principles on generosity. Key actionable

steps include regular giving, planning ahead, modeling generosity, and

pursuing accountability.

Setting Goals for Generosity and Reflection

Finally, Gene suggests discussing one’s greatest takeaways from this chapter

and confronting difficult questions about money’s role in their lives. Setting

personal goals towards monetary generosity becomes a crucial step towards

spiritual health and well-being.

Conclusion: Moving Forward Together
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The chapter ends with a prayerful call for group discussion and growth,

where members support each other in establishing and achieving goals

centered around biblical generosity. As Christians, embracing generosity not

only honors the gifts received from God but transforms the way we interact

with our community and the world around us.
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Chapter 16: 16. Fathering God’s Way

Chapter 16: Fathering God’s Way

Managing His Own Household Well  

*Scriptural References: 1 Timothy 3:4; Titus 1:6*

In this chapter, Gene shares a personal reflection on fatherhood, recalling a

conversation between his young daughters. During their discussion, the

realization dawns on him that his daughters view God through the lens of

their relationship with him as their father—highlighting the crucial role of a

father's image in shaping a child's perception of God. This sets the

foundation for understanding how both positive and negative parental

experiences influence one’s view of the divine. 

Projection vs. Reality  

Gene critiques Sigmund Freud’s atheistic concept referring to God as merely

a projection of human needs. He clarifies that while Freud was right about

the influence of parental figures—especially fathers—on our understanding

of God, he misrepresented the essence of God's existence. The notion that

God's kindness or harshness reflects an earthly father's demeanor is
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emphasized, underlining the emotional scars that come from negative

paternal experiences.

Emotional Scars  

Gene recounts a poignant story about a young woman who had suffered

abuse from her father. Her difficulty in addressing God as “Father”

exemplifies how past traumas can distort one’s relationship with God.

However, through healing and understanding, she comes to embrace God as

a loving, heavenly figure, affirming that a correct understanding of

fatherhood can lead to spiritual restoration.

Misinterpreting Paul’s Teachings  

Gene then clarifies misconceptions surrounding Paul's teachings about

managing one’s household effectively—a requirement for spiritual leaders.

He points out three common misinterpretations: 

1. Marriage and Fatherhood Are Not Prerequisites: Paul did not imply

 that one must be married or have children to be a spiritual leader, as

evidenced by his own life and that of Timothy and Titus.

2. Understanding “Children”: The term “children” in the context of

 church leadership refers primarily to adult children rather than younger
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ones. This distinction is essential in evaluating mature household

management.

3. Natural Development Phases: He explains that Paul’s condemnation

 of rebellion does not apply to normal childhood behavior, such as

adolescence, which is often misunderstood by overly strict spiritual leaders.

Gene warns that imposing unrealistic expectations on children can lead to

resentment and rebellion, especially when children feel their worth is tied to

their parent's status as church leaders. He emphasizes the importance of

understanding and listening to children, not just maintaining control.

Pursuing a Healthy Family Dynamic  

Gene advocates for building a strong family foundation where love and

biblical principles reign. He offers practical advice based on his experiences:

- Foster Respect: Respect in the family cannot be demanded; it must be

 cultivated through consistent positive behavior and love.

- Seek Forgiveness: Admitting mistakes and seeking forgiveness can

 strengthen family bonds and model humility for children.

- Consult Your Partner: Regularly communicating with one’s spouse

 ensures alignment in parenting and mutual support.

- Scriptural Guidance: Emphasizing love and empathy in relationships,
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 as underscored in Ephesians and Deuteronomy, leads to a spiritually healthy

household.

- Setting Goals and Being Present: Goal-setting based on biblical

 principles allows for accountability and progress in family dynamics. Gene

shares a personal reflection with his son, highlighting the importance of

being present rather than trying to compensate for past neglect.

Action Steps for Fathers  

Gene concludes the chapter suggesting practical steps fathers can take to

create a well-ordered household:

- Develop mutual respect within the family.

- Apologize for mistakes and misunderstandings openly.

- Collaborate with one’s spouse in goal setting and decision making.

- Prioritize family time and presence over other commitments.

- Engage in thoughtful conversations about growth as a father and husband.

Gene encourages fathers to view their journey as a continuous process,

acknowledging imperfection while striving to reflect Christ’s love in their

family lives. 

Discussion Points for Application  
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To foster growth and accountability, Gene outlines questions for group

discussions and promotes sharing experiences related to fatherhood. This

collective engagement serves to inspire action and prayer among fathers as

they pursue a goal to enrich their familial relationships.

Overall, this chapter serves as both encouragement and a guide for fathers

aiming to embody godly principles in their parenting, emphasizing that

nurturing a relationship with God mirrors their earthly fatherhood.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17. Loving God Wholeheartedly

### Chapter 17 Summary: Loving God Wholeheartedly

This chapter, titled "Loving God Wholeheartedly," emphasizes the

significance of loving goodness as a reflection of God’s character through

Jesus Christ. It opens with a compelling metaphor that compares a massive

jumbo jet’s ability to soar despite the law of gravity to the Christian's

potential to overcome sin and death through faith in Jesus. 

Overcoming Sin and Death  

When Adam and Eve fell into sin, they engaged humanity in the law of sin

and death. However, God introduced a new, liberating law—the law of the

Spirit of life through Jesus Christ (Romans 8:2). By accepting Christ,

believers are endowed with divine power that not only grants eternal life but

also empowers them to live righteously. This divine transformation is

integral to cultivating a love for what is good, as highlighted in Titus 1:8.

Understanding "Loving What Is Good"  

To understand loving what is good, the author contrasts it with negative

traits described by Paul in his second letter to Timothy. In difficult times,
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people may exhibit self-centeredness, materialism, hedonism, and a disdain

for goodness. The specific Greek terms Paul uses include:

- Philautos: lovers of self

- Philarguros: lovers of money

- Philedonos: lovers of pleasure

- Aphilagathos: haters of good

The chapter clarifies that good self-esteem is essential for loving oneself

adequately, but an exaggerated self-love leads to selfishness. 

Money and Pleasure as Temptations  

Paul does not condemn wealth but warns against loving money, as it can

lead individuals away from God’s purposes. He notes that those who

prioritize riches may fall into ruin (1 Timothy 6:10). The example of

Barnabas, who generously sold his property for the benefit of the

community, highlights the value of using wealth to do good.

Pleasure, intended for enjoyment of life, can become sinful when misused.
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The perversion of God-given pleasures leads to dissatisfaction. Likewise, a

cultural shift has made many embrace self-indulgence, moving away from

Christian values. 

The Call to Love Like Christ  

Contrasting selfishness with a love for God (philotheos), Paul is clear that

true fulfillment comes from loving God first and loving others as ourselves

(Matthew 22:37-39). Self-love should not eclipse our duty to help and uplift

those around us. A healthy self-image allows believers to serve while also

valuing their own needs.

Finding Joy in Obedience  

To live within God's will is framed as the path to true joy. Jesus reminds his

followers to abide in God’s love via obedience (John 15:9-11), which

ultimately leads to fulfillment. The chapter underscores that a true love for

God is reflected in actions aligned with His Word.

Points of Action  

To gauge one’s love for goodness, believers are encouraged to meditate on

Scripture, evaluate their actions towards others, and dedicate their lives to

Christ. The author suggests a series of reflective and prayerful exercises to
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deepen this commitment.

Discussion and Application  

The chapter concludes by inviting readers to engage in group discussions,

tackle personal challenges regarding their love for goodness, and set

actionable goals to increase their devotion to God.

In summary, the chapter stresses that loving what is good equates to loving

God, advocating for a lifestyle imbued with generosity, humility, and

alignment with divine principles, which are essential for overcoming the

temptations of self-centeredness, materialism, and pleasure-seeking

behaviors.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 18. Being Just and Upright

### Chapter 18: Being Just and Upright

In this chapter, the author reflects on the concept of being just (dikaios), a

term deeply rooted in the New Testament that carries two main meanings.

The first refers to the righteousness we receive through salvation; the second

pertains to how we should live our lives as believers. By illustrating these

principles through personal anecdotes and biblical teachings, the author

emphasizes the importance of demonstrating justice in our relationships.

#### A Personal Encounter

The chapter opens with a story from the author's experience as a teacher

when a former student unexpectedly visits. Although burdened by

exhaustion after a long day of work, the author feels compelled to listen to

the man's struggles. This former student, once a promising pastor, shares his

painful journey of marital discord and subsequent abandonment of both his

wife and ministry, leading to a phase of bitterness filled with personal

struggles and betrayal.

The man’s heart-wrenching confession culminates in tears as he expresses

his feelings of rejection after being ignored by a fellow pastor. The author,

moved by empathy, spends over two hours discussing the man’s plight and

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


suggests biblical paths toward reconciliation and healing. This encounter

reinforces the author's realization that living justly often means making the

right choices in challenging moments.

#### Two Dimensions of Justice

Paul’s use of the term “just” in his letters, particularly to Titus, outlines a

behavior characterized by fairness and integrity. The chapter draws a

significant connection between understanding our positional

righteousness—being seen as righteous in God’s eyes through faith—and the

practical outworking of that righteousness in our daily lives. The author

recounts Martin Luther’s transformative experience with the doctrine of

justification by faith, which shifted his understanding of God’s righteousness

from a source of dread to one of immense grace and love. Luther's insights

are pivotal, marking the beginning of the Protestant Reformation and the

realization that true faith naturally leads to good works.

#### The Call to Live Justly

With the foundational understanding of salvation in place, the author

encourages readers to embody justice, advocating that justified individuals

should lead just lives marked by integrity and compassion. The implications

of this are wide-reaching—it influences how believers interact with family,

colleagues, and even strangers. Paul emphasizes this in his letters, reminding

Christians to treat others with kindness and respect, echoing the principles of

justice and fairness.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


The narrative also addresses a troubling trend: the negative reputation of

Christians due to some behaving unjustly or immorally. The author stresses

that our actions reflect not only on ourselves but on the faith as a whole,

warning against the temptation to generalize one's bad experiences with

Christians to the entire faith community.

#### A Biblical Example of Justice

The chapter highlights Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus, as an exemplar of

justice. Faced with the shocking news of his fiancée's pregnancy, Joseph

demonstrates compassion instead of harsh judgment, choosing to protect

Mary’s dignity. His sensitivity underlines the chapter’s message that true

justice is often a reflection of our understanding of God’s mercy and love.

The author draws parallels with contemporary issues, questioning how many

people behave unjustly or abandon others in vulnerable situations. The call

for fairness is reiterated, stressing that our relationships ought to reflect the

grace we've received from God.

#### Reflection and Growth

To foster a spirit of justice, the chapter concludes with actionable steps,

urging readers to evaluate their relationships and consider how they can

exemplify fairness. Practical exercises are presented, allowing individuals to

share experiences of both receiving and witnessing injustice, cultivating an
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environment of growth and accountability in their faith journeys.

In taking these lessons to heart, the chapter calls on believers to set goals,

commit to prayer, and support one another in their pursuit of living justly in

a complicated world.

In essence, this chapter serves as a poignant reminder of the intertwined

nature of faith, justice, and compassion, anchoring the belief that as we

understand our justification by faith, we are called to manifest that

righteousness through our interactions with others.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Living Justly Reflects Our Faith

Critical Interpretation: Imagine you are standing at a crossroads,

where every choice holds the power to affirm or undermine your faith.

The essence of this chapter compels you to understand that living

justly isn't merely an option—it's a testament to your belief. When you

choose fairness and compassion in your interactions, whether it's with

a grieving friend or a stranger in distress, you embody the

righteousness gifted to you through faith. As you navigate life's

complexities, remember Joseph's gentle strength in the face of

adversity; let his example inspire you to approach each relationship

with empathy and integrity. In doing so, you not only honor your

commitment to God but also become a beacon of hope and justice in a

world yearning for healing.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19. Living a Holy Life

### Chapter 19: Living a Holy Life

In this chapter, we explore the concept of holiness, emphasizing the

misunderstandings associated with living a holy life in the Christian faith.

The author begins by recounting a striking observation from a trip to Central

America, where devout individuals crawled on their knees up a harsh

staircase to seek forgiveness and holiness. While their sincerity is

commendable, the author highlights that such physical sacrifice is

misguided. Holiness cannot be earned through rituals or bodily suffering; it

must be understood through a biblical lens.

Misconceptions of Holiness

1. Perfectionism:

The chapter discusses the misconception that holiness equates to achieving

perfection in this life. While Paul encourages Christians to strive for

holiness, he does not suggest that believers can attain perfection. Jesus

Christ is presented as the sole perfect being, and believers await

transformation into His likeness upon His return. Those burdened by the
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false belief of achieving perfection often encounter guilt or despair when

failing to meet this unrealistic standard.

2. Asceticism:

Next, the chapter addresses asceticism, a practice where individuals attempt

to remove themselves from temptations by punishing their bodies. This

practice, rooted in ancient Greek philosophy, posits that the body is evil and

must be disciplined to avoid sin. Yet, Jesus calls Christians to engage with

the world as "lights," living among others while demonstrating holiness.

3. Self-Denial:

The chapter critiques the notion that renouncing natural aspects of life, such

as marriage or sexuality, leads to holiness. Such beliefs have historically

caused harm, contributing to spiritual and moral failures. True holiness is

not about severe self-denial but about living within God’s design.

4. Legalism:

Legalism, the belief that strict adherence to rules can confer holiness, is

another misconception highlighted. The author shares personal experiences

growing up in a legalistic religious community where outward conformity

masked internal issues such as jealousy and pride. This behavior mirrors that
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of the Pharisees, whom Jesus condemned for valuing ceremonial laws over

genuine holiness.

A Biblical Perspective on Holiness

The author introduces two essential aspects of holiness—positional holiness 

and progressive holiness. 

- Positional Holiness: Every believer is seen as holy in God's eyes

 immediately upon faith in Christ, as exemplified by the Corinthians, whom

Paul called "saints." This positional sanctification signifies that believers are

set apart by virtue of Christ’s atoning work.

- Progressive Holiness: This aspect refers to the ongoing process of

 becoming Christ-like throughout one's life. New Testament instructions

repeatedly urge believers to embody the holiness of Christ through their

actions.

The Role of Commitment and the Holy Spirit

The chapter articulates that living a holy life involves a commitment to act
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according to God's will after conversion. It emphasizes the importance of the

Holy Spirit, who empowers believers to walk in righteousness. Paul’s

message highlights the choice every believer must face: to either follow the

Spirit's guidance or succumb to sinful inclinations.

The Flesh vs. the Spirit

A clear demarcation is drawn between the "deeds of the flesh"—immorality

and strife—and the "fruit of the Spirit," which encompasses love, joy, and

peace. The author stresses that true holiness manifests in relationships

through the nature of the Holy Spirit and the transformative power of God’s

Word.

Renewed Minds and Practical Application

To cultivate holiness, the author encourages Christians to focus on renewing

their minds, citing Paul’s exhortation to think on virtuous things, as found in

Philippians. Practical steps include consulting the New Testament epistles,

self-evaluating against biblical standards, personalizing Paul's prayers for

guidance, and engaging in group discussions about holiness.

Conclusion
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The chapter concludes with actionable points for readers, prompting them to

set personal goals for growing in holiness, reflecting on their understanding

of holiness, and seeking prayer support from others. The foundation of this

journey toward holiness is rooted in understanding one’s positional

sanctification in Christ and engaging with the Holy Spirit to live in

accordance with God’s will.
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Chapter 20: 20. Becoming a Disciplined Man

### Chapter 20: Becoming a Disciplined Man

In this chapter, the focus is on the crucial quality of self-discipline as

essential for spiritual maturity, drawing parallels between physical training

and spiritual growth. The chapter begins with a personal anecdote about the

author’s daughter, Robyn, who undertook a challenging marathon training

regimen. Her commitment to running six miles daily and twenty miles each

Saturday exemplifies the spirit of discipline. Despite the author’s attempts to

keep up during a mountain climb, he quickly found himself outmatched,

emphasizing that preparation and commitment are vital.

The term "disciplined" is pivotal here, derived from the Greek word

*egkrate*, which relates to both physical strength and self-control. The

Apostle Paul uses athletic metaphors throughout his writings, especially in

his letters to Timothy and Titus, to exemplify Christian living, as both

require intense discipline akin to that of athletes competing in the ancient

Greek and Roman Games.

Paul highlights this through his use of athletic imagery in 1 Corinthians,

where he states that while all runners participate, only one wins the

prize—an exhortation to run with purpose and self-control. This analogy
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extends to personal health and spirituality, suggesting that our physical

health directly impacts our mental and spiritual well-being. Regular exercise

contributes to better emotional management, resilience, and overall

endurance in life’s struggles. However, Paul also underscores that while

physical training is beneficial, spiritual discipline yields rewards in both this

life and the next.

The interconnectedness of the spirit, soul, and body is further elaborated on

through Paul's prayer for the Thessalonian Christians, striving for holistic

sanctification. The author emphasizes that physical, psychological, and

spiritual health are interdependent; neglect in one can affect the others.

Personal stories illustrate that addressing physical and emotional

states—through adequate rest and nutrition—can restore faith and clarity, as

seen in the case of a struggling seminary student whose doubts resolved after

taking care of his exhaustion.

Moreover, sin, as a deviation from God’s will, can lead to negative

emotional and physical consequences. A stark account of a man in a morally

troubled situation exemplifies how guilt can manifest in severe depression,

demonstrating the intricacies of spiritual well-being.

Just as athletes must condition themselves, Christians must “lay aside every

encumbrance” to compete effectively in their faith. This includes

recognizing and relinquishing behaviors that hinder spiritual growth. The
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author shares his past experience with weight gain impacting physical

performance, drawing a parallel to spiritual weights such as bad habits,

laziness, and lack of prayer.

Central to running the spiritual race is the focus on Jesus. The author tells of

a personal disillusionment with key spiritual figures, which reminded him

that looking to Christ as the perfect example is essential for staying on

course. The reminder is clear: while mentors are vital, inevitably, they will

falter, but Christ remains unwavering.

The chapter culminates in a poignant reflection on Paul’s final letter to

Timothy while incarcerated, using the imagery of the athlete finishing a race.

Paul expresses pride in his journey, having fought the good fight and kept

the faith, all while acknowledging the challenges that come from spiritual

battles against evil forces. His victory is articulated through the promise of

the “crown of righteousness” awaiting believers who endure.

To conclude, the chapter encourages readers to engage in self-examination

about their spiritual maturity through various characteristics delineated by

Paul. By evaluating their lives and aiming for growth, men are called to

pursue a disciplined life aligned with God’s purpose. The author provides a

structured approach for readers to assess their current standing in spiritual

growth, ensuring a strong foundation for personal development within the

Christian faith.
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