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Redemption and truth in a fractured Soviet landscape.
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About the book

In Tom Rob Smith's gripping thriller, "The Secret Speech," we are plunged

into the tumultuous aftermath of Stalin's reign in post-World War II Soviet

Union, where the shadows of the past refuse to fade and the remnants of

paranoia linger in every corner of society. As former secret police officer

Leo Demidov grapples with his past sins and the stark realities of a new

regime, he is thrust into a treacherous quest for redemption that pits him

against the very government he once served. Navigating a landscape rife

with betrayal, deceit, and the battle for truth, this powerful narrative not only

explores themes of guilt and the struggle for identity but also delves into the

price of loyalty in a world defined by fear. Engaging and thought-provoking,

"The Secret Speech" invites readers to reflect on the complex nature of

justice and the enduring human spirit in times of overwhelming darkness.
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About the author

Tom Rob Smith is a critically acclaimed British author best known for his

gripping thrillers and historical fiction, which deftly weave intricate plots

with richly developed characters. Born in 1979, Smith gained widespread

recognition with his debut novel, "Child 44," which won the prestigious

Costa First Novel Award and was later adapted into a film. His follow-up

works, including "The Secret Speech" and "Agent 6," further established his

reputation as a master storyteller, blending elements of political intrigue and

moral complexity against the backdrop of Soviet-era Russia. Smith’s writing

is characterized by meticulous research and a keen understanding of human

psychology, making him a standout voice in contemporary literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: MOSCOW

Summary of "Moscow, 12 March 1956"

On March 12, 1956, Suren Moskvin manages a small academic printing

press in Moscow, earning notoriety for the abysmal quality of textbooks

produced under the limits imposed by the State—a direct result of resource

scarcity and a stringent quota system. Despite his diligent work ethic, which

sees him toiling from dawn until dusk, he feels trapped by the poor materials

allocated to him, sparking a profound embarrassment over his reputation,

which has now become a source of ridicule among students and teachers

alike. Such public humiliation weighs heavily on his conscience, leading to

unhealthy coping mechanisms, including heavy drinking.

Amidst his contemplation of failure while inspecting the Linotype machines,

he is approached by a young student dressed in typical academic attire,

holding a copy of Lenin's seminal text, *The State and Revolution*. The

student points out a glaring error: a photograph inside the book claims to

depict Lenin but shows a different man, causing Suren to panic because any

mistake in such a vital work could have dire consequences, reminiscent of

the brutal Stalin era where book errors could lead to arrest. As the student

tries to explain further, Suren's anger shifts when noticing a tattoo on the

student's neck, a mark associated with the *vory*, or professional criminals,
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making him hesitate before the student retreats into the night.

Awestruck by the photograph's implications, Suren rushes to examine the

book closer and suddenly recognizes the face—the wild hair, the haunted

eyes belong to a man he once photographed while working for the MGB

(Ministry of State Security), a role he fulfilled for two decades before poor

health forced him to retire. He served under a regime marked by oppression

and fear, managing to survive the purges of his superiors by maintaining a

low profile and performing menial tasks such as cleaning cells and taking

photographs of prisoners.

Haunted by his past, Suren clings to the hope for renewal as he prepares to

publish an important State document—a rare opportunity for him to regain

dignity and respect through quality work. However, the mysterious student

and the photograph evoke long-buried memories of a grim event during

World War II when he was ordered to eliminate prisoners to prevent the

Nazis from exploiting them for propaganda.

Just as he becomes overwhelmed by these recollections, Suren’s nerves

cause him to knock over a tray of steel letter molds. The noise transports him

back to Oriol Prison, where grim decisions were made to use grenades to

silence political prisoners, amplifying his guilt and traumatic memories. As

he tries to suppress the clinking sound of grenades conjuring images of the

past, a reality shatters his introspection—someone is knocking at his office
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door.

Through this sequence, the chapter intricately weaves Suren's struggle with

his current turmoil, his troubled past, and the weight of a decision that could

define his future, leaving readers intrigued about the unfolding events and

revelations lying ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The burden of past choices can inspire growth and change.

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on Suren Moskvin's turmoil,

consider how your past decisions shape who you are today. Instead of

letting guilt from past mistakes weigh you down, let them guide you

towards making meaningful choices now. Suren's journey shows that

confronting one’s history, no matter how painful, can ignite a

profound desire for renewal and purpose. Embrace your past not as a

shackle, but as a catalyst for growth; every experience is an

opportunity to reshape your narrative and strive for a better future, just

as Suren hopes to reclaim his dignity through his work.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 13 MARCH

### Chapter Summary: The Investigation Begins

On March 13, the gruesome murder scene of Suren Moskvin, a 55-year-old

manager of an academic printing press, becomes the focus of a tense

investigation. His throat bears deep, jagged cuts, the result of a savage attack

which also suggests an unusual mix of frenzy and control. The pooling

blood around his body takes a shape reminiscent of angel wings, a macabre

detail that starkly contrasts with the orderly appearance of his office, now

ransacked. Suren’s two sons, Vsevolod and Akvsenti, find him when they

enter the premises early that morning, prompting them to alert local militia.

Initially, authorities suspect a botched robbery; however, the homicide

department, led by Leo Stepanovich Demidov—an ex-agent of the MGB

(the former Soviet secret police)—is called in to investigate after several

hours of delay. Leo's department, formed in response to the unsolved

murders of children, operates under a veil of secrecy and is critical of the

state's official narrative on crime. His objective is to uncover the truth

behind each case without the politicization that has characterized his prior

work.

At the crime scene, Leo’s attention is drawn to a broken chair. Despite its
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position that suggests normal use, its damaged state raises questions. He

examines Suren's body and notes the absence of defensive wounds—a clue

that makes Leo suspect deeper than surface explanations. A book by Lenin,

found in Suren's pocket, contains a glued photograph of a disheveled

man—potentially an arrest photo, hinting at connections previously hidden.

With the arrival of Suren's sons, Leo intentionally brings them back into the

office, knowing it is crucial to gather information directly rather than relying

on the militia’s secondhand accounts. The sons display a stoic demeanor,

clearly grappling with the emotional weight of their father's death. Vsevolod,

the older brother, takes the lead in responding to Leo's queries, while

Akvsenti remains silent and tense.

Leo examines the scene further, suggesting that Suren may have staged the

office to look like a robbery after his own suicide, given the missing pages

of a crucial State document he was working on. In a chilling revelation,

Akvsenti reluctantly admits to having cut Suren's throat, claiming it was to

mask the signs of his father's suicide.

The conversation steers into darker waters as Leo questions the sons about

their father’s state of mind. Vsevolod reveals their father was depressed due

to work and drinking, but Leo remains unconvinced. He suspects that the

stakes involved are higher; Suren’s death implicates not just personal grief

but potential shame that could ruin his sons’ futures.
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As the investigation unfolds, Leo urges the sons to reveal more about their

father’s work. They admit to destroying the pages he had been setting for a

State document, fearing it would reflect badly on them. Leo probes further

about the Linotype machines at the press, which are used to produce printed

materials from individual letter molds. Upon examining the machines, he

discovers that a half-finished line remains in one, leading to an urgent

realization: the words Suren last intended to print before his death may hold

key information. The sons reluctantly work with Leo to complete the

printing of the last line set by their father, a metaphorical echo of unfinished

business that draws them back into the grim reality surrounding Suren's

death.

As the printing press extrudes the last slugs of metal bearing Suren’s

intended words, Leo understands that the true story behind this death is only

beginning to unfurl, revealing the deeper currents of family, state secrets,

and the struggle for truth amid a society steeped in denial and fear.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of uncovering the truth

Critical Interpretation: In the face of personal loss and societal

pressure, this chapter teaches us the vital lesson that seeking the truth,

no matter how painful, is necessary for healing and understanding.

You may find yourself facing challenges in your own life where the

truth feels obscured or too complex to confront. Just like Leo, who

embraces the uncomfortable truths about Suren's life and death, you

can draw courage from this narrative. Embracing honesty—even when

it implicates the past or reveals harsh realities—empowers you to

process your emotions and take meaningful steps towards resolution

and growth. By valuing truth over comfort, you pave the way for

genuine connections and healing experiences.
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Chapter 3 Summary: SAME DAY

In this chapter, the tension between the past and present unfolds as Leo

 examines two classified files in his kitchen—one detailing the life of Suren

Moskvin, a former MGB agent who recently committed suicide, and the

other concerning Robert Eikhe, a once-prominent Party member unjustly

accused of anti-Soviet activity. The haunting phrase "Under torture, Eikhe"

stands out, shedding light on the grim realities of coerced confessions in the

oppressive Soviet regime. Leo wrestles with the implications of Moskvin's

suicide, recognizing him as a fellow State Security officer with a similarly

notorious history of betrayals designed for survival.

As Leo discovers the connections to his own past, he is interrupted by his

wife Raisa, who feels a mixture of concern and resentment towards Leo's

work, a reminder of their troubled history. In a brief moment of intimacy,

Leo reassures her but is reminded of the distance still lingering between

them. They share two adopted daughters, Zoya and Elena, whose struggles

with their new family dynamic surface painfully during storytime. Zoya, still

grappling with the remnants of her traumatic past and her parents’ execution,

openly challenges Leo’s attempts to bond with them, highlighting her refusal

to accept him fully as a guardian. 

The chapter concludes with Zoya unable to find peace in her new life,

reflecting on memories of safety lost, echoing her psychological turmoil. In
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the darkness, she tiptoes to the kitchen, drawn to a knife—a symbol of her

unresolved anger and the weight of her family's past. This juxtaposition of

domestic life and personal trauma reinforces the overarching theme of

survival against a backdrop of fear and betrayal in a totalitarian state.
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Chapter 4: SAME DAY

In the darkness of Leo's bedroom, Zoya stands over him, clutching a knife

 poised for murder. It’s a ritual she revisits occasionally, attempting to

reconcile the violence of her thoughts with a deep sorrow for her parents,

whose memories weigh heavily on her heart. Since moving into the

apartment with her sister Elena, Zoya has struggled with the presence of Leo

and Raisa, who seem to embody everything she has lost. The first time Zoya

had considered killing Leo was three years prior, during a joyful zoo trip

concocted to replace familial love with material distractions. This betrayal

left her feeling guilty and torn. Each time she returns to his room with the

knife, it is not out of a desire for revenge; she aims to honor her parents by

asserting her defiance against Leo's attempts to claim her loyalty.

As Zoya prepares to strike, the ringing of a telephone interrupts her. Startled,

she drops the knife and scrambles to escape, slipping out just before Leo and

Raisa stir awake. 

Leo, groggy and disoriented, grapples with the urgency of a phone call from

Nikolai, an old boss from his shadowy past. Despite his reluctance and the

late hour, Nikolai insists on an immediate meeting, revealing a vulnerability

that piques Leo’s concern. As he prepares to leave, he notices a large knife

under the bed—likely left by Zoya—which raises questions, yet he

dismisses it as unimportant, hiding it from Raisa. 
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Raisa’s instinctive worry amplifies Leo’s unease about the meeting,

underscoring the tension rising in his everyday world. He brushes off her

concerns while casting a glance at his daughters’ sleeping forms, especially

Zoya, who he senses is holding her breath—an indication of her hidden

struggles.

The intersection of Zoya's violent thoughts and Leo's dark past paints a

chilling backdrop as their lives become increasingly intertwined, each

character wrestling with their own demons in a world defined by loss and

manipulation.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 14 MARCH

Chapter Summary: March 14

Leo finds himself in a state of urgent agitation as he drives through icy

streets to the homicide department, haunted by unsettling questions about his

daughter, Zoya. Memories of a restless night flood his mind: the ajar

bedroom door, Zoya feigning sleep, and a knife mysteriously found under

his bed. Although he tries to rationalize these occurrences, he struggles to

comprehend their significance, feeling an overwhelming anxiety tied to

them.

Upon arriving at the department, located above a bakery in the

Zamoskvareche district—a reminder of the obscured and laborious nature of

their work—he plans to address the troubling situation at home later.

However, an unexpected late-night call from Nikolai, an old acquaintance

from his past life as an MGB agent, weighs heavily on his mind. It has been

six years since they last spoke, and Leo is bewildered that Nikolai, clearly

inebriated, is imploring him for a meeting. The history between them is

sparse and fraught with unease, largely revolving around their shared

experiences from decades prior.

When Leo encounters Nikolai at the top of the stairs, he finds him a shadow
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of his former self—disheveled and weary. Their embrace feels desperate,

with Nikolai clinging to Leo as if seeking salvation. As they settle into Leo's

office, Nikolai begins to ramble, but Leo's thoughts are consumed by the

realization of what the knife signifies. He connects the dots: the knife

dropping, the open door, and Zoya's actions suggest she was terrifyingly

involved, perhaps responding to a sudden noise that sent her fleeing from a

dangerous situation.

Overwhelmed by this horrific conclusion, Leo retreats to the window for

clarity, trying to catch his breath in the cold night air. He is momentarily

distracted by Nikolai's emotional outburst; his old friend cries, revealing

vulnerability tied to past crimes and regrets. Their conversation reveals a

deep yearning to forget the traumas that haunt them both, yet Leo knows he

cannot escape his current family crisis. He recognizes that the knife is not

merely an object but a symbol of Zoya's distress, a silent cry for help from a

child bearing the weight of their shared history.

As their conversation concludes, Leo understands that he must confront

Zoya, to engage her directly so they can address the shadow of her past

together. There's a sense of urgency as he resolves to take action, fearing for

her safety and the state of their family. He cannot hide from the truth any

longer; steps must be taken to understand and protect his daughter.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting Personal Truths to Protect Loved Ones

Critical Interpretation: In the face of fear and uncertainty, as Leo

grapples with the haunting implications of the knife and Zoya's

distress, you are reminded of the importance of confronting personal

truths. Just like Leo resolves to directly engage with his daughter, you

too may find that facing uncomfortable realities within your own

relationships is essential. By opening yourself up to honest

conversations, even when the truth is difficult or painful, you

strengthen your bonds and create a safe space for vulnerability. This

chapter inspires you to act courageously, to seek clarity and

understanding, and to prioritize the emotional well-being of those you

love, ultimately forging deeper connections in your life.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 6 Summary: SAME DAY

Summary of the Chapters:

On a chilling morning, Nikolai steps into the snow, disoriented and

regretting his recent decision to contact Leo, his former protégé. Seeking

camaraderie in shared remorse, he realizes their approaches to coping with

guilt diverged drastically. While Leo has seemingly moved on—adopting a

respectable lifestyle—Nikolai drowns his shame in alcohol, desperately

trying to forget the faces of those he arrested during his time as a State

Security officer.

Haunted by photographs of his past victims arriving anonymously at his

door, Nikolai grapples with feelings of guilt and fear. These reminders

threaten the peaceful facade of his family life, where his wife and daughters

know only a loving, attentive father. Discomfort escalates when he loses his

temper at his daughters, inadvertently sowing seeds of fear within his

household. Driven to seek help, he turns to Leo, hoping their past credentials

could aid him in confronting the unknown source of his torment.

As he navigates the deserted streets toward home, he senses he is being

followed—echoes of his professional past in the shadows. In a moment of

panic, he recalls the collective guilt of society, implicating not just himself
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but everyone involved in the heinous system he served. His desperation

leads him to sprint home, hoping to escape the ghosts of his past while

clinging to the love of his family.

Upon reaching his apartment, Nikolai discovers a curious package on his

doorstep—a document labeled for State distribution, addressing topics of

innocent victims and torture. In disbelief, he tears through it, recognizing the

implications of its existence: a rupture in the silence that had protected him.

A wave of dread washes over him as he understands the impending exposure

of his dark truths.

Struggling with the emotional weight of his discovered past and fearing for

his family’s future, Nikolai feels cornered. His mind spirals into a dark

solution—he decides he must end his life to spare his wife from knowing the

truth of his dark history and preserve her innocence. In an anguished

moment, he carries out the act against her, unable to bear the thought of her

loving gaze turned to one of judgment.

Exhausted and filled with a mix of horror and resignation, Nikolai

approaches the next chapter of his tragic narrative, leading him toward his

daughters, now left without their mother. The cycle of his internal conflict,

guilt, and the haunting consequences of his actions deepens, setting the stage

for the implications of his decisions on the future.
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Chapter 7 Summary: SAME DAY

In this chapter, we find Leo grappling with the challenges of fatherhood and

 his troubled relationship with the two adopted daughters, Zoya and Elena,

who are deeply affected by the traumatic loss of their parents. The chapter

opens on a somber note with Leo entering the girls' room while they sleep.

Determined to be a better father despite his questionable past as an MGB

officer, he recognizes that the journey to win their trust and love is fraught

with hurdles, especially Zoya's raw anger stemming from their tragic history.

Leo attempts to initiate a difficult conversation with Zoya, hoping to bridge

the emotional chasm between them. However, his approach falters. Zoya

recoils from his touch, filled with resentment and fear. The conversation

quickly turns to Zoya’s emotional state, highlighted by a distressing incident

where she has wet the bed. This instance symbolizes her emotional turmoil

and highlights how Leo's efforts to connect have backfired. Feeling rejected

and powerless, Leo realizes that his presence could be harming rather than

helping the girls.

As he reflects on this potential failure, Leo wrestles with the possibility that

he may need to remove himself from their lives for their wellbeing,

ultimately contemplating the disintegration of their family. Despite Leo's

intentions, he feels like an imposing figure of their past trauma rather than a

source of support.
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Raisa, his partner, enters the scene, unaware of the turmoil Leo is

experiencing. He lies to her, masking the truth about his struggles and the

fallout with Zoya. As the narrative unfolds, Leo observes the dynamics of

the household—the girls' complex relationship with him and the

unadulterated love they have for Raisa.

Just when it seems Leo may have reached a point of despair, he discovers an

anonymous parcel at his doorstep, marked "NOT FOR PRESS." With no

sender and a cryptic drawing, the package adds an ominous layer to the

already tense atmosphere in the household, hinting at a larger narrative

involving their past that may yet unfold. 

Thus, this chapter encapsulates Leo's internal conflict, the complex

emotional landscape of the girls, and sets the stage for the repercussions of

his past choices—raising questions of loyalty, love, and the possibility of

redemption in a fractured family.
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Chapter 8: SAME DAY

In a quiet, uncrowded metro carriage, Elena and Raisa share a moment of

 tension and unease. They worry about Leo, Raisa's partner, whose troubled

demeanor has unsettled them. Previously a secret police officer known for

his harsh role in arrests during the Stalinist regime, Leo has since risked his

life to leave that world behind. He now runs his own investigative

department, striving to redeem himself and earn Raisa’s trust. However, his

internal struggles seem to haunt him, and he often appears burdened by the

weight of his past.

As the train arrives at TsPkiO station, Raisa reminisces about her attempts to

create a loving family for the girls, Elena and Zoya. Though she has adopted

them in hopes of motherhood, the state system and bureaucratic decisions

have forced the sisters into separate schools, which pains Raisa. She does her

best to nurture their bond despite the distance.

At a primary school converted from an aristocratic townhouse, Raisa

comforts Elena by promising her that everything will be okay. Elena misses

Zoya intensely, yet she has begun to adapt to their situation. Inside the

school, Zoya's feelings are more complicated; she struggles emotionally,

recognizing her academic shortcomings and resisting connections with her

peers. With a talented athletic ability, she refuses to compete, highlighting

her rebellious spirit.
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When Zoya unexpectedly expresses sadness and a desire for Elena to stay

with Raisa permanently, their conversation takes a poignant turn. Zoya asks

Raisa to leave Leo, revealing a depth of yearning for a different life. Raisa,

caught off guard, expresses her love for Leo, leading Zoya to retreat in

disappointment. This moment of vulnerability is critical; Zoya's request

hints at the girl’s desire for security and stability that she feels is threatened

by Leo’s presence.

As Raisa enters the school building, she grapples with Zoya's dreams and her

own conflicted feelings towards Leo. When she arrives at her classroom, she

discovers a parcel containing a speech from Nikita Khrushchev, a seminal

moment in Soviet history: the first congress since Stalin's death. To her

shock, the speech criticizes Stalin's cult of personality and outlines his

abuses of power. This revelation shatters Raisa’s long-held beliefs and

leaves her grappling with her role as both an educator and a propagandist.

Before she can process the implications, her colleague Iulia bursts in,

distressed about Zoya. Raisa rushes to Zoya’s classroom to find her standing

on a teacher's desk, having torn down a poster of Stalin and injuring herself

in the process. With a mix of defiance and bloodied hands, Zoya proclaims,

"He’s not my father," symbolizing her rejection of the oppressive legacy

represented by Stalin and a braver affirmation of her own identity. This act

of rebellion not only reflects Zoya's personal struggle but also represents a
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broader resistance against a past that continues to influence their lives.

Thus, the chapter encapsulates the escalating tensions within their family

dynamics set against the backdrop of a state grappling with its own history,

all while portraying the struggles of forging a new identity in a changing

world.
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Chapter 9 Summary: SAME DAY

In the communal corridor outside Nikolai's apartment, remnants of a critical

 speech lingered on the floor—torn pages that hint at turmoil and

consequence. Leo, a member of the homicide department, cautiously draws

his gun, accompanied by his partner, Timur, as they prepare to enter. The

apartment door turns out to be unlocked. Inside, they are met by an eerie

calm; no signs of struggle disturb the living area. However, the bathroom

reveals a grisly scene: Nikolai’s body lies in a bathtub filled with blood,

framed by disarray. His lifeless eyes convey a profound shock, as if he

expected peace despite reality’s brutality. 

Leaving the gruesome scene behind, Leo and Timur move to the bedroom

where Nikolai's daughters lay under the blankets, their stillness unnervingly

out of place during the day. The older daughter, though cool to the touch,

still retains some warmth, while the younger child, only four years old, is

lifeless. Overwhelmed by a sense of failure, Leo hangs his head, lamenting

that he could have saved them. In the adjacent room lies Nikolai’s wife,

Ariadna, arranged similarly to her daughters. Leo recalls the few times he

shared meals at their home, where Ariadna’s naive trust masked the family’s

hidden darkness. Nikolai had taught Leo a crucial lesson: to keep secrets

from those he loved, a grim strategy for surviving in their bleak political

landscape.
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The sight proves too much for Leo, who escapes to the hallway, confronting

the remnants of a speech that had been thrust upon Nikolai—a declaration

that led to his demise. The speech, supposed to signify accountability,

carries deadly weight. Leo realizes that it is part of a calculated campaign

targeting those with dark pasts, like Nikolai.

As despair settles upon them, KGB officers, led by the composed Frol Panin,

arrive at the apartment. Panin, a suave yet disdained figure from Leo's past,

takes charge of the situation. He orders everyone in the building to be

questioned and insists on crafting a cover story that minimizes the truth,

redirecting public scrutiny away from the horrific act of murder. The

narrative they are to promote is one of arrest rather than death, with a façade

that denies the reality of the family’s fate.

Panin confronts Leo about his last encounter with Nikolai, who had reached

out late one night, unsettled after reading the speech. Their connection had

been strained for years, a result of their shared, dark history as members of

the machinery of oppression. Panin recounts the chilling atmosphere when

Khrushchev delivered the speech, its undesired publication revealing the

cracks in their carefully maintained societal fabric. Leo sees the speech not

just as a revelation but as a damning indictment of figures like himself and

Nikolai, targeted to shape public sentiment against them.

The dialogue turns increasingly tense as Leo highlights the pitfall of the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


silence that surrounded their pasts. He reveals a potential link to the speech's

distribution: a retired MGB officer named Suren Moskvin, who may have

succumbed to extreme pressure and isolation alongside Nikolai. Every voice

that could scream for justice or acknowledgment had been stifled in an iron

grip of fear.

Timur searches for context among a web of historical grievances while

Panin resolves to investigate. Their intensity escalates as they acknowledge

the bodies' presence, an unyielding reminder of the stakes at play. The

search through Nikolai's apartment culminates in a frantic quest for

incriminating evidence—photographs of innocents oppressed by the state,

potentially tying their demise back to a more significant conspiracy of

control.

In a moment of grim revelation, Leo finds Nikolai's last secret: an envelope

cradled in the dead man's grip, which disintegrates to reveal a trove of

photographs that float to the bathtub surface. Through the chilling water,

familiar faces emerge—victims of the very system they operated within.

Among them, Leo recognizes one: a man named Lazar, representing both a

haunting past and the lost memories of those they betrayed. This marks a

turning point; the quest for truth now shifts into a realm of personal

accountability intertwined with the brutal legacy of their actions.
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Chapter 10 Summary: SAME DAY

In the unfolding narrative, a scene of tension and moral reflection

 encapsulates the journey of Patriarch Krasikov. On the same day, he

receives an unsettling envelope adorned with a crucifix, which stirs curiosity

rather than fear. Inside are photographs of thirty priests he had denounced

over the years, a grim reminder of his calculated obedience to the Soviet

State. Aging and reflecting on his past choices, Krasikov battles his

conscience, rationalizing that his actions, though harsh, preserved the

Church during turbulent times. He recalls the downsizing of the Church,

once flourishing with twenty thousand parishes, now reduced to less than a

thousand, highlighting the difficult decisions he made to ensure its survival.

Despite his efforts, remorse feels foreign to him as he dismisses the past

with apathy, gazing at the burning photographs with a sense of detachment.

He occupies himself with the work at a sanctuary for troubled children,

where he finds some solace, treating the children with structure and religious

guidance. He faces the harsh reality that street children, victims of

circumstances, often come from backgrounds filled with trauma and neglect.

Yet, Krasikov remains pragmatic, employing guards to maintain order and

security, as well as to protect himself.

As a new child named Sergei arrives at the sanctuary, Krasikov attempts to

guide him towards faith. However, Sergei, who has endured considerable
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emotional and physical hardship, acts out violently, surprising Krasikov. In a

shocking turn, the boy attempts to strangle the patriarch using a steel wire,

demanding an apology for the betrayals he has witnessed in the clergy. 

While guards and Leo, an important ally, search for Krasikov, a sense of

urgency escalates as they are denied access to the sanctuary. Upon finally

gaining entry, they stumble upon the chilling scene of Krasikov

incapacitated by Sergei. In a tense standoff, the boy makes demands,

leveraging the patriarch's life against his own need for retribution. The

stalemate escalates, leading to a fateful decision—the boy jumps from the

window, causing Krasikov to suffer a potentially fatal injury as his escape

solidifies.

As Leo and Timur pursue the boy outside, a tangled chase commences

through the city’s underbelly, revealing the boy's knowledge of his

surroundings and the lengths he is willing to go to evade capture. They

venture into dark, filthy sewers, battling the high-stakes urgency of time as

the boy eludes them with agility.

In the subterranean labyrinth, they confront rising waters, and just as Timur

and Leo gain a narrow advantage, the boy takes another perilous leap,

slipping free and effectively vanishing into the depths. In a moment of

interaction, the boy taunts Leo, revealing personal information that suggests

he knows about Leo's personal life, further complicating their pursuit.
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The narrative crescendos into a race to save Krasikov while highlighting

larger themes of betrayal, survival, and the moral complexities faced by

those intertwined in a church under persecution and the pitfalls of surviving

amidst oppressive regimes. Leo's abandonment in the closed concrete tunnel

with no immediate escape emphasizes the crisis at hand, leaving their fates

drawing dangerously close to the abyss.
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Chapter 11 Summary: SAME DAY

In this chapter, tensions arise as Raisa Demidova sits across from the

 school’s director, Karl Enukidze, and Iulia Peshkova, Zoya's teacher, in a

meeting about a troubling incident involving Zoya. Following the

defacement of Stalin's portrait, the implications of the act could lead to

severe repercussions not just for Zoya but also for those close to her,

including the two educators. The fear of KGB scrutiny looms large, leaving

Raisa cognizant that any investigation would raise uncomfortable questions

about their loyalty to the state and their influence on a young girl.

Raisa argues passionately that this situation should not escalate to a state

matter, referencing Khrushchev’s reforms and the changing political climate.

She believes Zoya is simply a troubled girl needing support, not punishment.

However, both Karl and Iulia express skepticism about the possibility of

keeping the incident under wraps, as word will inevitably spread among the

students. Iulia presents the practicality of the issue: if they remain silent, the

community will demand answers. Her assertion that news of the incident

will quickly reach parents underscores the pervasive nature of gossip and

societal expectations in Soviet Russia.

Desperate to protect her daughter and contain the fallout, Raisa proposes a

drastic course of action: Zoya should leave the school immediately, and they

would vanish without explanation, allowing the school to maintain its façade
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of normalcy. She outlines how their sudden absence would allow the

incident to fade from public discussion, likening it to a sinking ship that

passes unnoticed.

Karl, weighing the options, turns to Iulia for her position on the plan. She

reluctantly agrees, acknowledging that this decision is likely for the best,

despite the personal cost. As they conclude their impromptu negotiations,

the story shifts to Zoya, who waits outside, displaying an attitude of

indifference that masks her underlying distress. A significant injury on her

bandaged hand serves as a physical reminder of her turmoil.

Emerging from the school, Raisa is intercepted by two police officers sent

by her husband to ensure her safety, hinting at broader threats or incidents in

their lives. Though relieved that this concern does not directly involve Zoya,

Raisa’s apprehension grows when Zoya expresses mistrust of the officers.

This moment deepens the tension and uncertainty surrounding their

situation.

Meanwhile, Karl reflects on the changes in their political environment,

grappling with his feelings toward Raisa and the situation despite

recognizing the urgent need to adhere to the status quo. This internal

struggle highlights the conflict between personal beliefs and the oppressive

state pressures that dictate his actions. Ultimately, the chapter ends with the

suggestion that while Raisa seeks to forge a path for her daughter, the
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looming threat of betrayal remains, as Karl contemplates the potential

necessity of denouncing Raisa’s daughter—a testament to the chilling reality

of life in a repressive regime.
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Chapter 12: SAME DAY

In the midst of a tense and chaotic situation, Zoya and Raisa find themselves

 in the back of a militia car, uncomfortably aware of the hostile presence of

the officers surrounding them. While Zoya's resentment toward the men and

their oppressive uniforms simmers, Raisa attempts to gauge their

whereabouts in the city, quickly realizing they are not headed home but to a

different destination altogether.

As Raisa questions their route, Zoya's agitation grows, leading her to make a

desperate move by throwing open the car door while the vehicle is still

moving. In a near-tragic moment, a truck collides with the door, showering

them with glass and leaving them in a state of chaos. The militia officers are

momentarily stunned, leading to a fraught silence as they regroup. When the

car comes to a halt, they inform the sisters that they are being taken to the

apartment of Leo’s parents, revealing a connection that momentarily calms

Raisa.

Despite the tension, Zoya refuses to relent, bursting from the car and

demanding to walk the rest of the way without the officers. The girls

navigate through the city’s upscale neighborhood, where Leo's parents,

Stepán and Anna, live among retired officials—an environment built on

privilege and silence regarding the darker aspects of their children’s careers.

Upon arrival, Raisa delivers the ominous news of Leo's absence, heightening
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Anna's concern.

As the officers catch up to them, the atmosphere thickens with fear and

uncertainty. Zoya, emboldened by her anger toward Leo and his parents’

denial of his actions, confronts them with damning revelations about Leo’s

career in the KGB. She references a damaging speech by Nikita Khrushchev,

denouncing the systemic violence of the Stalinist era, and directly implicates

Leo in the suffering inflicted on innocents, which enrages and shocks his

parents.

The confrontation escalates as Zoya's fury provokes a physical confrontation

with Anna, leading to a moment of violence when Zoya scratches Anna's

face and later bites Raisa in a fit of rage. Amidst the aftermath, the sound of

knocking at the door introduces an ominous shift: the KGB demands Zoya's

presence, and despite Raisa's protective instinct, the situation quickly spirals

out of control.

Just as the militia officers' authority seems compromised by the KGB’s

intervention, two armed impostors barge in, brutally executing the militia

officers and threatening the girls. Faced with an impossible choice, Raisa

sacrifices her own safety to protect her daughters, ultimately leading to a

heart-wrenching separation as Zoya is taken against her will.

In the aftermath of the horrific events, Raisa is left reeling as she takes on
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the mantle of protector, but her own injuries and chaos make her realize the

monumental task ahead. Desperate to follow and save Zoya, she leaps from

the seventh floor onto the adjacent balcony. In a moment fraught with

tension, she hears shots fired and senses her time is running out as the

officers make their escape, illustrating the severity of the situation and the

obstacles she must now confront.
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Chapter 13 Summary: SAME DAY

On the same day, Leo, reeking of sewer filth and bloodied from his ordeal,

 sped through the streets in a clunky vehicle he and Timur had procured after

emerging from the sewers. Arriving at his family's apartment, he discovered

the area was cordoned off by militia forces. His loved ones had been taken to

Municipal Emergency Hospital 31: Elena was recovering from shock, Raisa

was in critical condition from internal bleeding following a fall, and Zoya

was missing.

Upon reaching the hospital, Leo's desperate search for answers led him to a

surgeon outside the operating room where Raisa was struggling for her life.

The doctor’s uncertainty about her survival heightened Leo's anxiety. He

then found Elena in a private ward, sedated and confused, surrounded by his

bandaged parents. Overwhelmed with guilt and concern, Leo held her small

hand against his face, wishing he could comfort her amidst the chaos.

Timur then informed Leo that Frol Panin, a high-ranking official, was

on-site. They entered Panin's commandeered office, which was heavily

guarded, further indicating the tense atmosphere surrounding them. As a

seasoned politician, Panin's concerns lay not with the personal tragedies Leo

faced but rather with the potential repercussions of recent violent events

within their security services. He conveyed a chilling acknowledgment of a

looming pattern of reprisals and revenge, revealing his primary focus on the
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larger political implications rather than individual suffering.

Interrupting their conversation, a messenger seeking Leo arrived, prompting

a cautious response from Panin's guards. The messenger presented Leo with

a letter marked by an inked crucifix, indicating a deeper, possibly ominous

connection. As Leo read the letter, it revealed a cryptic message: “Church of

Sancta Sophia, Midnight, Alone.” This note hinted at a clandestine meeting

that may provide further insight into the unfolding crisis surrounding him

and those he loves.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 15 MARCH

Chapter Summary: The Dark Abyss of Choices

As the clock turns thirty minutes past midnight on March 15, Leo finds

himself in a hauntingly desolate place where the Church of Sancta Sophia

once stood. This location is now a deep, foreboding pit, a symbol of the

city's failed aspirations to build a grand watersports complex. Decades of

flawed planning and abandoned construction have transformed this site into

a muddy grave of a once-majestic institution. The eerie silence is interrupted

only by the memories of his past actions: Leo had once arrested a man for

making light of this defunct project, a testament to the absurdity of the

state’s failures.

Leo is troubled. He is unable to communicate with his wife, Raisa, following

her surgery, yet he feels compelled to meet Lazar, a connection that

intertwines with the shadows of his past. Despite a turbulent relationship

with Zoya, the girl he has come to care for, Leo is resolute in his

responsibility towards her. His determination leads him to change out of his

uniform and blend into the shadows, aware that the authority he once

wielded might provoke violence.

Suddenly, he perceives movement from the riverbank and witnesses a gang
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of young men, including a boy he once arrested for murder, emerging from a

sewer tunnel. These criminals, known as the *vory*, are a brotherhood born

from the Gulags, rejecting the State. Among them, a striking woman

surprises him: Anisya, now calling herself Fraera, Lazar's wife. The

progression from a naive choir singer to leader of a vory gang reveals the

brutal transformation of her character, marked by her hardened exterior and

newfound authority.

Fraera confronts Leo with a mix of contempt and fierce intensity, reminding

him of past decisions that drew her life into chaos. She conveys her

bitterness about how he once tried to persuade her to abandon her husband in

the Gulags. He counters her accusations with a plea for understanding, yet

she coldly recounts the grave cost of their pasts. She implicates him in the

deaths of those close to her—a prison guard, her husband, and the innocents

caught in the crossfire of the State's ambition.

In a tense exchange, Fraera reveals her own sorrow: she lost her child to the

State, a wound that has festered in her for years. Her accusations cut Leo

deeply as he attempts to claim some change in his life. His efforts to redeem

himself by adopting girls and stepping away from the KGB seem futile in

her eyes. She demands that he rectify the wrongs of the past by retrieving

Lazar, who remains imprisoned in Kolyma.

To illustrate her transformation, Fraera reveals the tattoos that adorn her
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body, each telling a story of vengeance and survival in a brutal world. She

insists that Leo has no visible scars of his own, representing a lack of

accountability for his past.

As the confrontation escalates, Fraera inflicts a painful bite on Leo’s cheek,

marking him in a twisted initiation to their dark connection. This act

solidifies the perilous stakes at play: she will kill his daughter if he refuses

her demands.

With the weight of fraught histories and the ominous threats of the present

looming, Leo realizes he stands at a precipice between redemption and

further damnation, knowing that every choice he makes will reverberate

through the lives of those he cares for.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The weight of our past choices shapes our present and

future.

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, Leo's confrontation with Fraera

underscores the profound impact of the choices we make and the

enduring consequences they carry. As you reflect on your own life,

consider how each decision, whether small or significant, has the

power to influence not just your path but the lives of those around

you. This realization can ignite a sense of accountability that inspires

you to act with intention and empathy—acknowledging the shadows

of your past while striving to create a better future. Embrace the

transformative potential of your choices, understanding that

redemption is always within reach if you are willing to confront your

history.
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Chapter 15 Summary: WESTERN PACIFIC OCEAN
SOVIET TERRITORIAL WATERS SEA OF OKHOTSK
STARY BOLSHEVIK PRISON SHIP

Chapter Summary: Stary Bolshevik Prison Ship, April 7, 1956

Set against the harsh backdrop of the Sea of Okhotsk, the narrative follows

Officer Genrikh Duvakin aboard the Stary Bolshevik, a Soviet prison ship

notorious for transporting prisoners to the Gulag labor camps. On a frigid

April day in 1956, Genrikh battles the bitter cold, donning his fur-lined hat

that symbolizes the survival instincts of those who must endure such bitter

conditions. Despite being only twenty-seven, his soft, boyish appearance is

often mistaken for youth, which conflicts with his role as a guard on a vessel

responsible for transporting the most dangerous criminals.

The Stary Bolshevik itself has a grim history; it was once a Dutch cargo ship

before being converted by the Soviet secret police into a floating prison, now

carrying men condemned to hard labor. The layout of the ship highlights the

separation between guards and crew, as the captain's cohort distances

themselves from the true purpose of the vessel.

As Genrikh oversees the ship's operations, he reflects on their recent journey

through La Pérouse Strait—a narrow passageway that brings the ship close
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to Japan, which poses a risk of international discovery. To avoid potential

scrutiny from Japanese fishermen, the crew disguises their duties, a detail

that casts a shadow over the work being done onboard. He contemplates the

curious possibility of parallel prison systems across the sea.

The cargo on board—five hundred prisoners—is the smallest consignment

Genrikh has managed. This year, under the new leadership of Nikita

Khrushchev, a shift in the treatment of convicts is apparent: the infamous

Gulag system is seeing a reevaluation, with many prisoners released and the

ruthless indifference that characterized previous administrations showing

signs of reconsideration. Genrikh, however, stays wary, unsure of the

authenticity behind these shifts and fearful of potential repercussions for the

guards. 

Meanwhile, in the cramped belly of the Stary Bolshevik, Leo, one of the

prisoners, lies in stark contrast to the officers above him. He shares the hold

with a collection of the criminally condemned: murderers, rapists, and

thieves; a grim reflection of society's most dangerous elements. The

juxtaposition of Genrikh's life on deck and Leo's plight below creates a

tension that embodies the complexities of power, morality, and survival

within the oppressive Soviet framework.

As the story unfolds, it explores themes of fear, complicity, and the struggle

for humanity amidst brutality, suggesting a broader commentary on Stalinist
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repression and the fragile nature of change. The chapter invites readers to

ponder the impact of political shifts on both the oppressors and the

oppressed, setting the stage for the unfolding narrative of survival and

redemption.
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Chapter 16: SAME DAY

Summary of Chapters:

On the seventh day of their harrowing sea journey, Leo and his fellow

prisoners languish in the stifling, repugnant confines of the ship's cargo hold.

Once a temporary refuge from the frigid air, the proximity to the coal engine

initially offered warmth; however, as the days passed, it became less

desirable due to the suffocating heat and filth. The hold is a chaotic grid-like

structure, now overcrowded with prisoners relegated to bunk positions that

symbolize their physical and mental strength. Leo, having secured a top

bunk, fights to maintain his edge amidst the deteriorating conditions. 

To keep track of time in the oppressive darkness—compounded by

dwindling lantern fuel—Leo meticulously counts the days, making the most

of rare opportunities for sanity-preserving hygiene. Haunted by the

knowledge that seven days can tip a person into madness, he adamantly

focuses on staying fit and mentally sharp, aware that many other prisoners

have succumbed to weakness, dreams of ten years in the mines looming over

them all.

Leo's thoughts wander back to his life before imprisonment, specifically his

encounter with Fraera, a determined woman who has infiltrated the criminal

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


underworld known as the vory. She is not just another foot soldier but an

avtoritet, wielding significant power within male-dominated gangs notorious

for their brutal code and loyalty to one another. Fraera has taken control over

a gang amidst a turbulent political landscape, motivated not just by revenge

but also by the unforeseen opportunity to galvanize a traditionally apolitical

criminal organization into action against the State.

In loving memory of Lazar, her imprisoned husband, her initial simple

demand for his release has been overshadowed by a violent spree, marking

her gang as a counterrevolutionary threat. In the wake of several high-profile

murders, panic spreads among the powerful as they call for retributive

justice against Fraera and anyone involved in her criminal agenda,

effectively sealing off any avenues for negotiation regarding Lazar’s release.

Against this backdrop, Leo's superior, Frol Panin, sees an opportunity amidst

the chaos. Despite stringent state security measures at Gulag 57 in

Kolyma—where Lazar is incarcerated—Panin's ambition drives him to

devise a plan to extract Lazar, leveraging his position within the murky

waters of the state apparatus. As Leo grapples with the implications of this

plan, the ship is jolted by a sudden impact against ice, heightening the

urgency of their dire circumstances and the challenges ahead. 

This mix of claustrophobic despair and overarching tension underscores
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Leo's relentless determination to maintain his focus. The intertwined fates of

these characters reveal a world governed by loyalty, betrayal, and the stark

realities of survival under an oppressive regime. Leo's resolve deepens as he

prepares to navigate the treacherous waters ahead, both literally and

metaphorically.
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Chapter 17 Summary: SAME DAY

Summary of the Chapter:

On the same day, Genrikh stands watch on the Stary Bolshevik, an aging

coal-fired steamer tasked with transporting prisoners. The ship encounters a

sunken ice mass, but no immediate dangers arise, allowing Genrikh to feel a

momentary relief. Over the years, he has become accustomed to the ship’s

deteriorating condition and the dangers of the sea, shifting his focus from the

vessel's peril to a more pressing concern: the disdain of his fellow guards.

Genrikh recalls a pivotal moment from his first voyage that has haunted him

for seven years. Under Stalin’s regime, the guards often colluded with the

urki, or career criminals, facilitating the sexual abuse of female prisoners in

exchange for information about political prisoners, who were seen as threats

to the state. Genrikh's refusal to partake in these heinous acts led to his

ostracism from the other guards, resulting in a profound loneliness and fear

of retribution.

The chapter then reveals a significant change: the entire guard contingent

has been replaced, leaving Genrikh among new colleagues who are unaware

of his past. This anonymity offers him a sense of liberation, and he intends

to seize the opportunity to forge new relationships.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


One of the new guards, Iakov Messing, captures Genrikh's attention. A tall

man with strong leadership qualities, Iakov remains reserved and enigmatic

during their shared time on the ship. Genrikh tries to make a connection,

initiating conversation and subtly hinting at the sordid camaraderie

historically shared among guards, without fully disclosing the extent of their

past misconduct.

As Genrikh reminisces about the dark past of their voyages, Iakov responds

with suspicion, hinting at his own disdain for Genrikh's bragging demeanor

about the abuses endured by the prisoners. This tension brings another

character, Timur Nesterov, into the fold—revealed to be disguised as the

prison guard Iakov Messing. Timur wrestles with his own moral judgments

as he listens to Genrikh boast about his experiences, struggling to suppress

his emotions as thoughts of his wife, who could easily have worn the

prisoners' shackles, surface.

As the night draws near, storm clouds gather on the horizon, an ominous

prelude to the turmoil that brews not only in nature but also within the

characters aboard the Stary Bolshevik. This marks a transitional moment for

Genrikh—one filled with hope for new beginnings yet rife with shadows

from his past.
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Chapter 18 Summary: SAME DAY

On a stormy night, Leo lay in his bunk on a ship, the Stary Bolshevik, as it

 fought against the tempestuous sea. The vessel, bulky and weathered,

inspired some confidence in him despite its precarious situation. As the ship

began to roll dangerously in the waves, panic ignited among fellow prisoners

in the dimly lit quarters. Leo’s thoughts raced as he visualized the structure

of the ship and its chances of withstanding the storm.

Suddenly, as the ship lurched violently, Leo was confronted by a menacing

man who questioned his identity. This man, likely a gang leader among the

prisoners, expressed his suspicion and distrust, believing Leo was hiding

something about his true self. The man’s breath reeked of decay, a stark

reminder of the grim realities of their confinement. He prodded for more

information about Leo's past, sensing something unsettling about him, while

the ship continued its tumultuous dance on the waves.

As things escalated and a severe wave struck, the ship was propelled

upward, only to crash down again with catastrophic force. The sudden

impact caused a chain reaction in the cramped quarters: bunks splintered,

and chaos ensued as prisoners were thrown from their beds like rag dolls.

Leo was forced into an unforgiving descent, landing hard on another man,

who appeared to be seriously injured.
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Daunted by the unfolding disaster, Leo fought to regain his footing amidst

the wreckage. The ship's violent movements sparked more fear and

desperation, with prisoners grasping for stability on the slanted floor. Just as

Leo managed to find a grip on the cold hull of the vessel, he realized the dire

need to escape to safety. The ship was in the throes of peril, and the risk of

being crushed by those around him was high.

In a moment of resolute determination, Leo launched himself toward the

steps leading to the deck, narrowly avoiding being buried under tumbling

bodies. As he reached the steps, the ship again fell, but he clung on tightly,

determined to survive. Around him, the sounds of destruction

intensified—the ship creaked and groaned as it endured the relentless

onslaught of the storm.

When Leo finally managed to peek out from his precarious position, he was

met with a horrifying sight: the divide between the prisoners and the coal

engine had been shattered. Free of their confines, the most dangerous

convicts now had access to the crew’s quarters. In a brutal display of

violence and chaos, one of the prisoners seized the captain's mate and threw

him against the fiery engine, relishing the sight of his torment.

Among the raucous shouts and amidst the mayhem, Leo recognized the

voice of the gang leader—the very man who had confronted him on the

bunk. With a fervent call to action, the gang leader shouted, “Take the ship!”
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unleashing a wave of dread at the implications of their new freedom. The

storm outside now mirrored the turmoil brewing within the vessel as the

prisoners, emboldened by their newfound power, prepared to seize control

against the backdrop of their tempestuous escape.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 19 Summary: SAME DAY

Timur raced through the narrow corridors of the Stary Bolshevik,

 desperately trying to secure access points after the ship violently dropped

off a wave, momentarily plunging into chaos. He had been in the bridge

when the incident occurred, feeling the jolt that sent him tumbling over

navigation equipment. As he looked out, he saw nothing but tumultuous

waters, convinced the ship was sinking. Evaluating the situation, he realized

the communication to the engine room had been severed, likely due to a

collapsed partition wall, allowing the convicts confined below deck to

potentially escape and overpower the crew. With a staggering number of five

hundred convicts against only thirty crew members, he knew that if just one

of two access doors were breached, catastrophe would follow.

Dashing through the ship, Timur spotted the first door ahead, swinging

uncontrollably. With the ship tilting dramatically under the storm's fury, he

braced himself against the wall, just in time to prevent the convicts from

bursting through. The door slammed shut under the turmoil, and he secured

it, momentarily trapping the convict surge on the other side, although their

desperate shouts and fury echoed in the confined space.

His brief relief was shattered by the sound of gunfire from the opposite end,

indicating the convicts had successfully breached the second access door.

Rushing towards the commotion, he joined two officers who were panicking
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and firing aimlessly at the advancing prisoners. Bodies lay scattered in the

melee between the guards and the doorway. The critical access point to the

lower decks had been wedged open, and Timur knew the situation was dire.

He took charge of a machine gun, firing at the piece of wood obstructing the

door, making headway in dismantling it. Amidst the chaos, he noted that the

prisoners had paused, likely calculating their next offensive. With renewed

determination, Timur advanced to shut the door but was thwarted when

more wooden stumps were pushed through, keeping the door ajar. Just when

defeat seemed imminent, he devised a plan: opening the door to the outer

deck.

Clipping himself to the ship’s safety harness, Timur called out to the raging

sea, hoping that the waves would serve as an ally. When the ship pitched

downwards, a towering wave crashed against it, flooding the corridor and

dispersing the advancing convicts. Before he could regain his footing, Timur

struggled with the icy water that overpowered him, yet his safety line saved

him from being swept away. 

As the corridor cleared, he took the chance to secure the last access point

against the convicts. His victory was short-lived, however, as a surviving

prisoner lunged at him. A close-quarter struggle ensued, but when the

prisoner’s gun misfired, Timur seized the moment to overpower him. They

grappled precariously on the slippery corridor, dangerously close to falling
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into the tumultuous sea outside.

In a split second, as another wave approached, Timur kicked the prisoner

away, propelling him onto the deck while he managed to pull himself inside

and close the door. Alone, he watched the tumult from the small window,

the chaos of the storm reaffirming the fragility of his situation. The prisoner

was swallowed by the surge outside, further heightening the sense of

impending doom surrounding the beleaguered ship. 

With access points secured but a raging storm and inner turmoil threatening

to capsize everything, Timur braced for further confrontations on the Stary

Bolshevik, fully aware that the fight for survival had only just begun.
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Chapter 20: SAME DAY

As Leo stood at the bottom of the stairs, the situation aboard the ship grew

 increasingly dire. Their newly appointed leader, a convict revolutionary,

was struggling against a steel door, desperate to escape but oblivious to the

precarious state of the vessel. Leo, a member of the vory gang, watched as

water surged around his ankles, the ship teetering on the brink of capsizing.

The uprising had resulted in many losses, and now they faced a steel prison

surrounded by freezing seawater, with no possibility of escape.

The ship's coal engine faltered, threatening their one lifeline to survival. Leo

called upon the remaining prisoners for assistance in keeping the coal dry

and the fire burning. Yet, their self-proclaimed leader proposed to destroy

the engine, believing that cutting power would force their captors to

negotiate. Leo countered vehemently, releasing the grim truth that those

guarding them would prefer to let them drown rather than risk their own

lives. He recounted a past tragedy aboard another ship, the Dzhurma, where

prisoners had suffocated when guards ignored their cries for help.

Undeterred by the convict's threats, Leo seized a shovel to feed the engine,

though he sensed the tension in the air. The convict leader, not backing

down, instead sought another way out, pushing through a partition wall to

reach the prisoner hold. Leo hesitated, caught between the immediate need

to keep the engine alive and the potential danger of the convict's actions. As
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the man battered the deck hatch with undeniable vigor, Leo felt the urgency

of the situation. Each strike could signify both freedom and doom.

The convict yelled defiantly, promising to die free while Leo frantically tried

to rally the other inmates to save themselves. Time was against them; if the

hatch broke, water would flood the hold, prompting a catastrophic capsize.

Realizing he couldn't fight the convict alone, Leo desperately called for

assistance, but the noise of steel against steel drowned out his voice, leaving

him isolated.

Then, bullets rang out, striking the convict and sending him crashing to the

deck. Leo watched in horror as the reality of their plight unfolded—the hatch

was now riddled with bullet holes, water pouring in. He swiftly understood

that he had to counter the influx of water to keep the ship afloat. With no

time to lose, he stripped the dead convict of his clothes to fashion rags that

could plug the holes.

Leo braced himself at the top step, knowing that his survival hinged upon

the actions of the unseen guard above. He prepared to confront the risk of

climbing, aware that each moment wasted increased the likelihood of their

grim fate in the dark, cold depths of the sea.
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Chapter 21 Summary: SAME DAY

### Summary of Chapters

On the same tumultuous night aboard the storm-battered ship, Genrikh, a

guard once regarded as a coward, found himself transformed into an

improbable hero. Amid a chaotic battle between the guards and convicts

attempting to escape, Genrikh had initially hidden in fear, neglecting to aid

his friend Iakov. However, once he realized the convicts were being

repelled, he seizes his chance for redemption. Witnessing the prisoners’

desperate attempts to breach the hatch, Genrikh's adrenaline surged. With

the gun turret unattended due to the tempest, he boldly took aim and fired,

believing that bravery was his ticket to acceptance.

Meanwhile, Timur, an experienced officer who knew the dire state of the

ship, was infuriated by Genrikh’s reckless actions. The vessel was already

taking on water, and another of Genrikh's shots could exacerbate their

perilous situation. Determined to stop him, Timur braved the fierce storm to

reach Genrikh, navigating the slippery deck. As he neared the gun turret, he

noticed the bullet holes in the hatch being hastily stuffed with rags,

indicating Genrikh was poised to fire again.

In a critical moment, Timur lunged to avert disaster, forcing the turret’s gun
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upward just as Genrikh fired. A monstrous wave crashed over the ship,

sweeping both guards into chaos. The deck was compromised, and in the

tumult, the machine gun was violently ripped from its mount, leaving

Genrikh entangled in the wreckage. Though he was in peril, Timur faced a

heart-wrenching decision. As they were on the brink of being submerged, he

pulled himself away from Genrikh's plight to secure his own safety by

escaping to the tower.

Meanwhile, Genrikh struggled in the frigid sea, the cold numbing his body.

He was engulfed in shock and despair as he realized he had been abandoned,

his chances of survival diminishing as the ship vanished into the stormy

depths. What began as a night of fleeting heroism had spiraled into a fight

for survival against the merciless ocean, highlighting the fragile boundary

between courage and cowardice, and the harsh realities of their lives aboard

the vessel.
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Chapter 22 Summary: TEN KILOMETERS NORTH OF
MOSCOW 8 APRIL

Summary: Chapters Overview

Setting and Captivity:

The story begins with Zoya, bound and blindfolded, trapped in the back of a

truck somewhere north of Moscow. She is in a dire situation with steel wire

cutting into her skin and a gag preventing her from speaking. This brutal

realization thrusts her into an unsettling introspection about her captivity.

Reflecting on her abduction from an apartment and a memory of her friend

Raisa falling, Zoya has lost track of time. Over the past weeks underground,

she has been imprisoned in a dank, brick chamber reminiscent of a sewer,

receiving the bare minimum from her captors who show little concern for

her well-being.

Despair and Resignation:

Zoya grapples with intense feelings of despair, questioning the value of her

life and whether anyone would truly miss her if she were gone. Memories of

her past surface, revealing a childhood marred by isolation and

dissatisfaction. Unlike the usual emotions of fear and desperation, she
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exhibits a disconnection from her reality; her thoughts on freedom feel more

abstract than heartfelt. She contemplates death, finding it as a preferable

escape from the suffering of her existence.

Arrival in the Woods:

After a tumultuous ride, Zoya is unceremoniously pulled from the truck,

where she momentarily breathes fresh air and absorbs her natural

surroundings, symbolizing a stark contrast from her prior confinement. She

meets her captors: a brutish muscular man and a young boy named Malysh,

the latter of whom appears both contemptuous and confident. The man,

under the orders of Fraera—their leader—commands Zoya to stretch her

legs, further establishing the control and dehumanization she experiences.

Confrontation and Defiance:

In a tense exchange, the man attempts to intimidate Zoya, insinuating that

her submission is expected. Yet, she resolves to fight back, asserting her own

strength and refusing to let fear consume her. Zoya's resolute attitude leads

her to break a stick and attempt to defend herself, but her efforts yield little

when it disintegrates in her grip. In high tension, she makes a desperate bid

for freedom by racing toward the truck, leading to a chaotic struggle where

she manages to enter the vehicle and start the engine amidst the man’s

aggressive attempts to subdue her.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Unexpected Allies:

Just as Zoya feels overwhelmed, Malysh unexpectedly intervenes and

injures the muscular man, indicating a possible shift in allegiances. The

dynamic between Zoya and Malysh begins to evolve as he reveals that

should he have been commanded to kill her, he would have done so without

hesitation. Despite the antagonistic backdrop, Malysh expresses some

autonomy from his brutish company, capturing Zoya’s interest and curiosity.

Their exchange offers a glimmer of hope for Zoya as she begins to form a

bond with Malysh, who states that she must adhere to his command while

they navigate the uncertain territory ahead.

Conclusion of Encounter:

Ultimately, Zoya's tumultuous journey leads her from submission to a

rebellion against her captors, aided unexpectedly by a youthful character

caught between compliance and resistance. This initial bond with Malysh

could serve as a pivotal turning point in her struggle for survival and

freedom as they walk back together, navigating the uncertain nature of their

alliance and the dangers that lie ahead.
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Chapter 23 Summary: PACIFIC COAST KOLYMA
THE PORT OF MAGADAN STARY BOLSHEVIK
PRISON SHIP

In the grim and oppressive atmosphere aboard the prison ship, Stary

 Bolshevik, Leo crouches on a staircase, surrounded by fellow prisoners

enduring both physical and psychological torment. The ship is adrift due to a

recent storm, and Leo has been left alone to tend to the coal engine, battling

both the heat from the fire and the cold, icy water flooding the hold up to his

knees. Many of the other convicts remain motionless in despair, unwilling to

assist, resigned to their plight and fearing the consequences of an uprising.

Leo's resolve pushes him to keep the engine running, but he knows the

guards would respond violently to any insurrection.

Finally, exhausted and desperate, Leo slips in and is relieved when another

prisoner steps in to continue shoveling coal. Taking a moment to rest, Leo

drifts into an uneasy slumber, waking only when the ship has come to a stop

and guards open the hatch, harshly confronting the prisoners with threats.

The anxiety is palpable as the guards brandish machine guns, ensuring

compliance.

With his body stiff from inaction, Leo manages to rise and join the throng of

prisoners being ushered onto the deck. It is there he catches a glimpse of his

friend Timur, whose weary face reflects their shared ordeal. As Leo emerges
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onto the deck, he takes in the port of Magadan—a gateway to the Gulag

system. Despite its grim reputation, the port is understated, with sparse

wooden structures that conceal the horrors lying inland. Leo grapples with

both familiarity and alienation; while he has never visited, he recognizes it

as a site where many he judged have been sent.

He observes the local Chukchi people, who seem indifferent to the convicts,

and sees releasing prisoners bearing the marks of their long confinement.

Their faces tell stories of suffering; freedom will not restore what the Gulag

has taken from them, prompting Leo to reflect on the impact of his past

decisions.

As prisoners are led toward a warehouse, Timur watches from the deck,

knowing their mission is not yet completed. He understands the necessity for

stealth surrounding their arrival in Magadan, as their inclusion in the Gulag

transfer system has been strategic. The captain introduces a new, frail

official, Abel Prezent, who shares unexpected news: Timur is to replace a

dead officer, Genrikh, aboard the Stary Bolshevik for the return journey.

This leaves Timur in a tangled situation, as he had anticipated proceeding to

Gulag 57 according to orders from Moscow.

Despite his protests and a sense of panic surging within him, Prezent

remains firm and unyielding, emphasizing the captain’s request for a guard

replacement. With the promise that he will have the opportunity to fulfill his
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original assignment in due time, Timur realizes he must navigate this

additional complication—one that forces him to confront the intertwining

fates of prison life and the bureaucratic machinations of authority.

Key
Elements Details

Setting On the prison ship Stary Bolshevik, amid a grim and oppressive
atmosphere.

Main
Character Leo, a prisoner tending to the coal engine.

Conflict Physical and psychological torment among prisoners; Leo's struggle
against despair and the threat of guards' violence.

Environment The ship is adrift post-storm, with flooding in the hold; prisoners are
motionless, resigned.

Leo's Actions Despite exhaustion, Leo perseveres to keep the coal engine running;
slips into a temporary rest.

Interaction
with Guards

Guards confront prisoners upon arrival, threatening them with machine
guns.

Arrival at
Magadan

Leo sees the port of Magadan, reflecting on its grim reputation and
familiarity as a transit point for prisoners.

Timur's
Situation

Timur, Leo's friend, observes from the deck, anticipating a complicated
mission ahead.

New
Development

Abel Prezent informs of Timur's new role replacing a dead officer,
complicating his plans.

Thematic
Elements

Reflection on past decisions, suffering of prisoners, and the
bureaucratic nature of authority in prison life.
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Chapter 24: MOSCOW

In the heart of Moscow, Malysh finds himself standing trial before a rival

 gang leader, Likhoi, a vory whose tendon he had cut in a moment of

reckless impulsiveness. Though severely injured and weakened, Likhoi

demands retribution, arguing that Malysh has violated the sacred code of

their brotherhood by harming another vory. The skhodka, a trial designed for

mediation, casts Malysh's fate into uncertainty and exposes the fragile power

dynamics within their gang, led by the formidable Fraera. 

Fraera, a woman who has defied the traditional male-dominated hierarchy of

the vory, must navigate the difficult waters of loyalty and authority. Malysh

knows that despite her protectiveness over him, Fraera’s position is

precarious, as the gang's support leans heavily against him. The rivalry is

stark; Likhoi is backed by the gang's popularity, contrasted with Malysh’s

newcomer status. His background as a pickpocket—a far less dignified path

compared to the violent histories of the other vory—casts a shadow on his

claims to belonging. 

Fraera's own rise to power is marked by resilience in the face of tragedy.

Once known as Anisya, she endured the loss of her newborn son and was

imprisoned for her political beliefs. Her subsequent transformation into the

ruthless Fraera showcases her journey from victimhood to vengeance, fueled

by a desire to build a legacy that would allow her to exact revenge on those
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who wronged her. Fraera’s cunning and ability to leverage the black market

for hidden religious artifacts marks her as a formidable leader, despite the

whispers of doubt surrounding her gender.

As the trial unfolds, the tension surrounding Malysh's fate heightens. Fraera

reflects on her unique position—her leadership challenged by a misguided

adherence to tradition. Realizing she must assert her authority to maintain

control and inspire loyalty among her men, she contemplates whether to

uphold the vory law which calls for Malysh's death or to defy it in favor of

her own code.

Ultimately, Fraera decides to expel Likhoi in a brutal culmination of both

punishment and claim to leadership. Under her direction, the gang members

strip Likhoi of his tattoos, which are a mark of his identity within their

world, rendering him unrecognizable and incapable of survival among the

vory once he is exiled. This act is not just a punishment but a statement

about her authority—one that embodies her refusal to cower to male

dominance and her commitment to further her own agenda.

Elsewhere, in her cell, Zoya, a witness to the turmoil, listens to the horror

unfolding and, despite her trepidation, feels a peculiar sense of relief

knowing it is a man’s torment she hears, not that of a young boy. This

moment serves as a harrowing reminder of the violent world they inhabit

and of the thin line between power and vulnerability. The balance of
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authority continues to teeter within the gang, with Fraera’s decisions echoing

the struggles that shape their lives in a brutal, unforgiving society.
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Chapter 25 Summary: KOLYMA FIFTY KILOMETERS
NORTH OF THE PORT OF MAGADAN SEVEN
KILOMETERS SOUTH OF GULAG 57

In the bleak, icy landscape of Kolyma, Leo and his fellow prisoners stand

 cramped in a frigid freight truck, enduring the harsh conditions as they are

transported to Gulag 57. The truck’s tarpaulin flaps open, offering a glimpse

of the desolate terrain, a stark wilderness marked by ice and permafrost. The

prisoners are aware of their precarious situation, standing somberly like a

captured herd, as even the guards seem to project a false sense of authority

over them.

During the journey, the truck struggles up a steep incline, momentarily

tilting dangerously toward the snow-covered valley below. The guards,

seemingly dismissive of the prisoners' plight, bark orders for them to

disembark as the vehicle’s engine cuts out. Leo notices that the other trucks

in the convoy have moved on, leaving them behind to make their way up the

mountain on foot, the guards trailing them with weapons drawn. This

moment of forced camaraderie evokes deep reflections in Leo, prompting

him to question the thin line between the oppressors and the oppressed.

As they reach a flatter area, Leo’s weariness is momentarily forgotten as he

surveys their surroundings. The desolation is profound, resembling an alien

landscape. He is anxious about his friend Timur’s absence, whom he had not
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seen since their last encounter on the ship, and with whom he had planned to

reunite in the gulag. Both men had been through similar ordeals, but now

Leo is onboard this perilous mission to free Timur’s brother, Lazar — a task

fraught with danger, particularly given Lazar’s deep-seated hatred for Leo,

who has previously served as a state interrogator.

Leo wrestles with his plan’s inherent risks. Rather than face Lazar

unprotected, he considers delaying their encounter until Timur arrives. In the

interim, he reflects on the structure of Gulag 57, noting how its function has

dwindled after Stalin’s death, now a singular fortification surrounded by

barriers and guard towers. The prison’s layout, designed for strict control,

raises Leo's anxiety, compelling him to think of potential escape routes

should the opportunity arise.

Upon arriving at the gulag, Leo is quickly herded into the inner prisoner

zone, surrounded by a stark reminder of the power structure that governs life

within the camp. As he is ushered through the imposing gates, he scans the

heights of the guard towers that loom over him, cognizant of how carefully

orchestrated his plans must be to ensure that he can navigate the volatile

dynamics of this environment and ultimately reconnect with Timur while

facing the daunting task of confronting Lazar. The oppressive atmosphere of

the gulag envelops Leo, heightening his resolve and determination to carry

out his mission.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The thin line between oppressor and oppressed.

Critical Interpretation: In moments of profound adversity, like Leo's

harrowing journey in the frigid gulag, we are reminded of the delicate

balance of power in our own lives. This chapter invites you to reflect

on how easily roles can be reversed and encourages a deeper

understanding of empathy and shared humanity. It teaches us that all

people, regardless of their circumstances, are deserving of

compassion. Inspired by Leo's journey, you might find the courage to

challenge unjust systems, support those in need, and remember that

our true strength lies in lifting one another up, transcending the harsh

divides that society often imposes upon us.
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Chapter 26 Summary: SAME DAY

In this passage, Leo arrives at Gulag 57, where prisoners stand in a line

 shivering, amidst a stark and desolate landscape dominated by timber

barracks raised off the frozen ground and encircled by barbed wire. The

harsh environment symbolizes the grim fate awaiting those confined within

it, reminding Leo of the individuals he once arrested—individuals whose

names he can no longer recall. Unlike them, Leo harbors an instinct to

escape, a sense of agency that distinguishes him from the many men and

women who had resigned themselves to their circumstances.

As he waits for the Gulag’s notorious commander, Zhores Sinyavksy, the

atmosphere thickens with anticipation. Sinyavksy, a figure loathed by many,

has carved out a formidable reputation over decades spent managing brutal

labor camps where human life is expendable. His methods have made him

both feared and respected; he has prioritized construction goals over human

well-being, pushing prisoners to their limits for the sake of his own career.

The many unsuccessful projects that litter the landscape serve as testament

to his ruthless insistence on meeting quota at any cost, showing that

Sinyavksy thrives in this unforgiving environment, having willingly chosen

to immerse himself in its desolation.

When Sinyavksy finally appears, his dramatic entrance adds an element of

surreal theatricality, draped in furs that suggest a kingly authority over the
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bleak territory. Unlike the other prisoners, who instinctively avoid eye

contact, Leo’s initial curiosity about Sinyavksy leads him to risk a glance. It

is a fateful mistake; Sinyavksy zeroes in on him, fostering a moment of

tension that could have ended violently.

Instead, Sinyavksy surprises Leo by offering him small purple flowers that

grow in the harsh climate. What begins as a moment filled with anxiety

transforms into a peculiar dialogue about beauty and survival. The

commander instructs Leo to smell the flowers, insisting they symbolize

opportunity in a wasteland. This unexpected show of ‘kindness’ is belied by

Sinyavksy's brutal past, leaving Leo bewildered as he grapples with the

contradictions presented before him.

Sinyavksy, showcasing a bizarre duality of personality, suggests that even

amidst the cruelty of the Gulag, there lies potential for growth and

transformation. He encourages the prisoners to cultivate the land, framing

labor as an opportunity for self-improvement rather than mere survival. The

absurdity of his sentiment raises doubts about his mental state—could a man

so committed to terror also believe in the possibility of beauty and

goodness?

The commander’s actions escalate from offering flowers to distributing a

beverage, khvoya, claiming it will promote health and productivity among

the prisoners. His rhetoric suggests that their collective success would mirror
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his own ambitions, creating an illusion of shared purpose in their dire

existence.

Yet, throughout this enigmatic encounter, Leo remains withdrawn, grappling

with Sinyavksy's contradictory nature. As he accepts the cup of khvoya from

another prisoner, a flicker of recognition hints at a deeper connection. These

moments of shared human experience within the oppressive environment

could foreshadow developments in their survival and perhaps ignite a spark

of rebellion against their grim reality.
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Chapter 27 Summary: SAME DAY

In this chapter, Leo confronts an eerie and painful reunion with Lazar, a man

 he had once brutally assaulted years prior. Lazar, now a shell of his former

self, bears the visible scars of neglect and suffering in the harsh confines of

the Lubyanka prison and subsequent labor camps. Leo’s memories flood

back as he observes the deep impact his violent act had on Lazar, who now

seems distant and unresponsive, performing his duties as if they were

strangers again.

Leo's internal turmoil is palpable; he grapples with guilt, his clenched fist

symbolizing both his past aggression and his current helplessness. In a

moment of dark irony, the camp commander, Sinyavksy, encourages the

prisoners to drink a bitter pine needle extract, promising strength. This

reveals the harsh reality of their existence, where they are forced to consume

repugnant substances just to survive.

As night falls, both the physical and emotional stakes rise. The darkness

envelops the prisoner zone, creating a sense of foreboding. Leo finds himself

at the rear of the group as they are herded into Lazar's barracks, highlighting

his isolation and uncertainty. Alone in a place filled with menacing glares,

Leo steels himself to confront Lazar, viewing him as a priest—someone who

might listen and understand his confessions of remorse and change over the

years. This moment underscores the theme of redemption, as Leo embarks
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on his daunting journey to seek forgiveness and reconcile with his past in a

space that's steeped in resentment and suffering.
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Chapter 28: SAME DAY

In the aftermath of a brutal beating, Leo finds himself sprawled on the floor

 of a crowded prison barracks, surrounded by hostile prisoners. Blood oozes

from his wounds, and he struggles to regain his senses amid the chaos. Just

as he feels he can’t endure any more torment, a sudden hush falls over the

crowd, and two figures approach him: Lazar, a once-powerful priest now

broken by his imprisonment, and a younger man with striking red hair and a

beard who will serve as Lazar's translator.

As Leo gathers himself, the realization of his own inadequacy washes over

him. The self-assured facade he had built crumbles as he faces Lazar, whose

presence conjures memories of the man he once revered. When Lazar

murmurs the name "Maxim," Leo is struck with sobs, feeling a mix of shame

and the burden of his past, which is mirrored in the deep scars on Lazar's

body and soul.

Lazar’s pain is palpable, and their reunion is steeped in unexpressed

emotions and shared history. The red-haired man, introduce as Georgi

Vavilov, erupts with paternal wrath over Leo’s attempt to reconnect. Leo's

plea for Lazar to listen becomes a desperate urgency as he reveals that

Lazar's wife, Anisya, is alive. He insists she has transformed into a

formidable leader of a criminal organization, now going by the name

“Fraera.” The crowd scoffs at this idea, mocking the notion that a woman
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could command respect among hardened criminals.

Leo’s stakes rise when he mentions that Anisya has kidnapped his daughter

as leverage against him. If Lazar is not freed, Leo's daughter will die, and the

futility of his struggle becomes evident. The prisoners, appearing initially as

chaos incarnate, shift to a more organized vigilance under Lazar’s reluctant

authority. Nevertheless, Georgi scoffs at Leo’s claims, affirming that

without evidence, he remains unconvinced.

As strong emotions cascade through the room, Leo reveals that Lazar has a

son, a statement that resonates deeply within Lazar, compelling him into a

fraught silence. Georgi refreshes the atmosphere by expressing his

unyielding loyalty to Lazar; he sees Leo as merely a false prophet invading

their sanctum. In this space, crowded with tension, men voice their disdain

for Leo as a former torturer, demanding justice for his past.

An elderly convict reveals an unnerving parallel to Leo’s former life. Years

ago, he was subjected to Leo's interrogation methods, and in revenge, he had

devised a systematic retribution for the torturer he was forced to encounter.

The elderly man’s recounting fractures Leo’s composure further, as he

describes how they inflicted tortures upon Lionel until he succumbed to the

hopelessness of his situation. 

With the night drawing near and Leo's fate hanging in the balance, the grim
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reality of the prison converges on him: he is faced with a trial of human

endurance, reminiscent of the suffering he once imposed. As the old man

reveals his damaged knees and prepares to mete out the first of many

tortures Leo must endure, the dark kaleidoscope of their intertwined fates

comes full circle, each character defined by their histories and their

desperate struggles for integrity amidst the ruins of their lives.
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Chapter 29 Summary: KOLYMA THIRTY
KILOMETERS NORTH OF THE PORT OF
MAGADAN SEVENTEEN KILOMETERS SOUTH OF
GULAG 57

In the murky mist that enveloped the desolate landscape of Kolyma, Timur,

 a young man with a complicated past, found himself en route to Gulag 57.

The weather mirrored his internal turmoil; the cloud cover had descended

ominously, obscuring the world around him. Despite the dreary journey, he

cherished the broken watch his father had given him, viewing it as a symbol

of their shared history, albeit one marred by deception. His father had likely

made up the story about the watch being a family heirloom to mask its true,

battered nature.

Timur had narrowly escaped being sent back to Buchta Nakhodka aboard the

Stary Bolshevik, a prisoner transport ship. He had been anxious to avoid

such an outcome as it would delay his mission indefinitely. Just hours

earlier, standing at the ship's helm, he had managed to convince the captain

of a fabricated identity—claiming to work for the Ministry of Internal

Affairs (MVD) sent to investigate post-Khrushchev reforms. His quick

thinking had allowed him to slip away, leaving the captain in a state of panic

while he made his way to the regional director, Abel Prezent.

Prezent, a nervous and beleaguered man, fell prey to Timur's bluff regarding
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his status as an undercover MVD operative. The mention of Khrushchev's

speech, a pivotal moment in Soviet history that criticized Stalinist excesses,

elicited fear and nostalgia in Prezent, as it hinted at shifts in systemic norms.

Although suspicious, he begrudgingly agreed to Timur’s demand for

immediate transport to Gulag 57, albeit only early the next morning due to

the treacherous mountain roads.

As the truck navigated the misty terrain, Timur anxiously prepared for a

meeting with Lazar, a key figure at Gulag 57. He hoped to leverage a letter

from Lazar's wife, Fraera, along with a photo of a boy that, unbeknownst to

Lazar, wasn’t his son. This act of deception was intended to manipulate

Lazar into assisting Timur. Tension built as they approached a dilapidated

wooden bridge, built by prisoners, which the driver deemed precarious.

In a moment of impulsiveness, Timur stepped out to assess the bridge

himself, mindful of its frailty. Unfortunately, as the truck advanced, an

accidental collision sent him tumbling off the bridge and onto the icy river

below. The fall rendered him immobile, a horrifying victim of circumstance.

Up above, the driver and the hungover guard debated Timur's fate. In a show

of chilling indifference, the guard was ordered to dispose of him, revealing

their lack of empathy towards someone they deemed a traitor.

With Timur's life hanging in the balance, the guard, resentful yet hesitant,

crawled across the ice, his motivation undermined by his hangover.
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Realizing that Timur was still alive, he was ordered to push him into the

river. With a reluctant nudge, the guard sent Timur's limp body into the

freezing waters below, consigning him to the wilderness, while the driver

and guard walked away debating the worthlessness of a broken watch that

had once been Timur's most valued possession.

Thus, in one tragic turn of events, Timur's aspirations for redemption and

change found themselves drowning, frozen in time, like the cold river he

was now submerged in.
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Chapter 30 Summary: MOSCOW

In Moscow, the tension of waiting for Zoya’s return hangs heavily over

 Elena and Raisa. Elena, trapped in a cycle of anxiety, repeatedly asks when

Zoya will come home. Raisa, compelled to offer comfort, makes a

promise—Zoya will return with Leo, who is working hard to secure her

safety. Elena's mental state has been fragile since Zoya’s capture; it took

Leo's departure for her to find some semblance of hope that action is being

taken to bring her sister back.

With Leo's family now helping Raisa, the two women strive to maintain an

illusion of normalcy despite the fear and uncertainty surrounding them. As

Elena prepares to leave for a walk, she expresses a desire for everyone to

join her, showing a flicker of joy, which Raisa has not seen in a long time.

Later, Raisa falls asleep in Zoya's bed but is awakened by a mysterious

officer named Fraera. Their initial encounter is surreal, and the two women

share a strange familiarity. Fraera, possessing knowledge about Raisa's life,

questions the premise of what it means to be a family after their parents'

tragic deaths. She challenges Raisa on her relationship with Leo, whom she

portrays as both a criminal and a man desperate for love.

As the conversation unfolds, Fraera reveals her history with Leo, painting a

picture of betrayal and loss, forcing Raisa to confront the complexities of her
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love for him. Raisa admits her love but struggles to rationalize it alongside

Leo's past actions. Fraera, with a devilish inquisitiveness, dissects Raisa’s

feelings and motivations, suggesting that her acceptance of Leo allows him

to escape accountability for his sins.

The discussion turns darker when Fraera mentions Zoya, implying that she

has shared secrets about their family dynamics with her. Fraera reveals a

confrontation where Zoya, troubled and angered, once stood over Leo in an

act of aggression—a situation that takes Raisa by surprise. Fraera

manipulates this revelation to offer Raisa an ultimatum: she can have Zoya

returned safely but at the cost of severing ties with Leo forever.

This proposition leaves Raisa in a moral quandary, forced to choose between

the two key figures in her life—her daughters and the man she loves,

highlighting the extraordinary lengths to which she must go to protect her

family while navigating the treacherous waters of loyalty and love. The

chapter concludes with a stark reminder of the stakes: love complicates

loyalty, and familial bonds are tested in dire circumstances.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Love complicates loyalty

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads where every

choice you make feels heavy with consequence. In this moment, you

are confronted with the heart-wrenching reality that your love for

someone can test your loyalty to those you hold dear. Just as Raisa

grapples with the tension between her love for Leo and her duty to

protect Zoya, you too may face similar dilemmas in your life. This

chapter inspires you to reflect on your relationships, prompting you to

consider how love can both uplift and burden you. Embrace the idea

that navigating these complexities is a part of the human experience,

and that sometimes, the greatest acts of love require sacrifice and

tough decisions. Remember, you possess the strength to navigate these

intricacies, ensuring that your loyalty to your loved ones always

honors the heart of your love.
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Chapter 31 Summary: KOLYMA GULAG 57

In the harsh and unforgiving environment of the Kolymagulag, Leo finds

 himself desperate and nearly incapacitated. He struggles to perform his

mandated labor in freezing conditions, digging in trenches three meters deep

where the permafrost reigns supreme. The only warmth in the desolate

landscape comes from distant, slow-burning fires intended to soften the

frozen earth. However, Leo, suffering from severe physical debilitation, has

been intentionally placed in a remote corner by the leader of his work

brigade—a fellow prisoner who harbors a deep-seated hatred for him due to

Leo’s past affiliation as a Chekist, a member of the secret police.

His body bears the scars of torture, having endured a night of agony where

he was bound in a way that forced him to kneel on his swollen knees, a

punishment administered by Lazar, a fellow inmate. Despite the torture,

Lazar remains a watchful figure, displaying a paternal care that contrasts

with the cruelty of the situation. As dawn breaks, Leo is released from his

agonizing position, only to face the arduous task of labor. Thoughts of

Timur, a friend and potential savior, provide him a flicker of hope amidst his

suffering.

As Leo attempts to work, his frail body fails him, and he collapses, his knees

bursting with pain. The hostility from his fellow prisoners remains palpable

as they see him not as a man but as an embodiment of their collective
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suffering caused by the state. Even though Leo tries to endure, he is thrust

deeper into despair when, on the anticipated evening, the truck he believes

might carry Timur brings only disappointment. Instead, he is left feeling

hollow and hopeless.

Seeking an escape from his torment, Leo finds himself in a moment of

rebellion but is quickly subdued, receiving further brutal punishment from

the guards. Unbeknownst to him, this punishment leads to a new form of

torment as he is subsequently bound with wet towels that constrict his chest,

further intensifying his suffering. Even in this moment of defeat, Lazar

remains an ominous presence, burdened by the memories of his own endless

pain and questioning the nature of humanity and justice.

As the night progresses, Leo drifts between consciousness and delirium,

painfully aware that his suffering is far from over. He wishes for any sense

of relief or mercy—even as he grapples with the knowledge that the other

prisoners have unanimously condemned him, finding no redemption in his

past life as a Chekist. He searches for a glimmer of hope but is met with the

stark reality that he may never escape the clutches of this brutal existence. 

By morning, Leo stirs, realizing he has survived yet another night of

torment, but the weight of solitude and despair crushes him. The prospect of

enduring more labor looms menacingly ahead of him. However, in a

moment of sudden resolve, he devises a desperate plan to call attention to
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himself, invoking the name of a political figure in the hopes of piquing the

interest of Commander Sinyavksy, the camp’s authority. As the guards close

in, Leo faces the danger of severe retribution, yet he knows he must take

action to save himself from the bleak cycle of torture that awaits him

otherwise. At last, his cries reach the commander, who orders Leo to be

brought forth, setting the stage for an uncertain confrontation that could

change the course of his dire fate.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Hope and Resistance

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of despair, Leo's journey teaches

you the invaluable lesson that even in the darkest situations, the flicker

of hope should never be extinguished. The act of daring to seek

change, to cry out for help, and to resist the relentless grip of

oppression can ignite a strength within you that is otherwise dormant.

Just as Leo clings to the idea of reaching out for assistance and

devising a plan to draw attention to his plight, you are reminded that

facing your own challenges—no matter how insurmountable they

seem—requires courage and the belief that change is possible. This

chapter inspires you to harness your inner resolve, to voice your

needs, and to persist against the odds, for it is often in those moments

of vulnerability and defiance that true transformation begins.
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Chapter 32: SAME DAY

In this pivotal chapter, Leo, weary and beaten, finds himself in the

 commander Sinyavksy's office, a place adorned with maps and photos that

reveal the darker realities of the camp's administration. The atmosphere is

heavy with tension as Sinyavksy urges the guards to leave, asserting his

authority despite their reluctance. The moment alone allows for a seeming

exchange of trust, which Leo knows he must navigate carefully.

As Sinyavksy prepares a warm drink for Leo, the sweetness and warmth of

the amber liquid quickly intoxicate him, clouding his judgment. Sinyavksy

confronts Leo with the shocking accusation of him being a spy, a label that

raises the stakes dramatically. Leo had come intending to reveal his true

identity and previous associations, only to be caught off guard by this

unexpected claim. The commander discloses unsettling news: Timur, Leo's

friend who sought to help him, has been executed. The revelation strikes Leo

deeply, shattering his resolve and stirring a profound grief that he can barely

contain. This moment marks a turning point for Leo, who reflects on the

friendships he has jeopardized in his quest to save Zoya.

As shock turns to sorrow, Leo observes Sinyavksy’s unexpected emotional

response to Timur’s death, realizing that the commander carries his own

burdens of guilt for the lives lost under his watch. Leo's internal struggle

heightens; he understands that if he does not survive, Timur's family will
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never know the truth of his bravery, intensifying his sense of responsibility.

Amid the oppressive atmosphere and the looming threat of the guards —

who view him as a spy and an enemy — Leo formulates a desperate plan. He

discovers a PA system in the commander’s office, realizing it is a means to

reach the entirety of the camp. With a mix of defiance and remembrance, he

proposes a toast to Timur's memory and to all those who have suffered in the

camp. He urges Sinyavksy to join him in this act of commemoration,

transforming a moment of personal loss into a rallying call for the oppressed

and marginalized.

In a powerful act of solidarity, Sinyavksy drinks deeply, setting the stage for

Leo to harness the collective sorrow and frustration of the prisoners into a

bold statement that could galvanize resistance against their captors. The

chapter closes with Leo standing resolute, poised to address the entire camp,

transforming his grief into a potential catalyst for change.
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Chapter 33 Summary: SAME DAY

In the drab setting of the prison mess hall, Lazar grapples with the

 implications of Leo’s audacious decision to plead for mercy from the

commander, Zhores Sinyavksy. The once-callous vory, now influenced by

compassion, may protect Leo, igniting fury among the other prisoners who

eagerly anticipate a moment of retribution—a night of torturous justice for

Leo. Lazar, skeptical of Leo’s claims about his wife Anisya's transformation

into a gang leader, is determined not to be deceived again.

As static hisses from the PA system disrupt their monotonous routine, Lazar

curiously gathers with other prisoners to listen. The uncertain voice of their

commander emerges, announcing a 'special report' to the Congress of the

Communist Party, revealing a momentous speech by Nikita Khrushchev.

With unprecedented boldness, Khrushchev criticizes Stalin’s reign and the

brutalities that accompanied it. This moment resonates deeply with the

prisoners, who unite in a chorus of chants, demanding more

acknowledgment of their suffering and injustices. 

On the inside, Leo and Sinyavksy are caught between the chaos outside.

Sinyavksy, inspired by Khrushchev, begins confessing his own past wrongs,

seeking forgiveness and positioning himself in a new light. He recounts grim

memories from his initial postings, illustrating the terrifying lengths he went

to maintain order and fulfill State-imposed quotas. Lazar sees Sinyavksy's
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halfhearted attempts at honesty through the lens of self-preservation, while

the prisoners hang on his every word, aware of the weight his confessions

carry.

Meanwhile, the guards, initially attempting to silence the speaker, find

themselves outmatched as prisoners gather, determined to protect the wire

connecting the speaker. Tensions escalate when a guard, frustrated by the

chants for justice, resorts to violence, leading to a deadly confrontation

between guards and inmates. The camp erupts into chaos as prisoners realize

the gravity of their unity—the potential for a revolt drives them forward

amidst gunfire.

As bullets fly, Leo, witnessing the carnage, seizes the moment to switch

from passive observer to active participant. He discovers a rifle among

Sinyavksy's possessions, realizing the impending need to protect the

prisoners. Armed with this weapon, Leo redirects the guards' fire away from

his fellow inmates, gaining the upper hand as the revolt gains momentum.

In a shocking turn, the fire of rebellion engulfs the commander's office,

symbolizing the turning tide of power within the camp. The guards, driven

by desperation and encircled by flames, find themselves trapped. Yet amid

the rising chaos, as inmates seize control, Leo faces the dilemma of taking

down Sinyavksy, now revealed as both a man haunted by his past and a

figure inextricably tied to their suffering.
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As thunderous axes splinter into the commander’s door, signaling a decisive

moment in their uprising, Leo makes a choice—not to fight but to surrender,

thereby shifting the control of power in the camp. With Leo and the captured

guards now at the mercy of the inmates, the scene captures a revolutionary

spirit; their fight for justice culminating in a dramatic transformation,

reflected in the rising smoke of the burning guard towers—an echo of their

newfound freedom.
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Chapter 34 Summary: SAME DAY

In this chapter, we follow Malysh, a street-savvy thief and member of the

 vory—a criminal brotherhood in Russia known for its code of honor and

organized crime. Malysh is grappling with personal insecurities and feelings

of inadequacy as he studies a handwritten list of names provided by Fraera,

the vory's leader, which details targets intended for assassination. Although

he understands enough to know which columns on the list are names,

addresses, and descriptions of crimes, his illiteracy leaves him frustrated and

mortified, especially since he's recently been feeling vulnerable due to his

interactions with Zoya, a young girl and a fellow prisoner.

Malysh reflects on his past, recalling how he had cleverly avoided getting

any tattoos that contained words, suspecting that others might exploit his

illiteracy to humiliate him. While he has lived up to the reputation of a

thief—emphasizing practical skills over formal education—Zoya's presence

has instigated a sense of embarrassment within him that he struggles to

confront.

As he wanders through the damp, dark tunnels of their lair—said to be the

remnants of an ancient library—he ultimately finds himself drawn to Zoya’s

cell. Even as he tries to stifle his feelings of attraction mixed with

discomfort, recalling his own complications and inexperience with women,

his worries about how Zoya perceives him weigh on his mind.
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Their encounter is interrupted by Fraera, who surprises Malysh by sneaking

up on him and takes an interest in Zoya. In a twist, Fraera reveals that she

wants Zoya to accompany Malysh on his next job: assassinating a retired

Chekist, a member of the former Soviet secret police responsible for various

atrocities, including the deaths of Zoya’s parents. Malysh protests,

questioning Zoya’s ability to handle the dangerous task, but Fraera insists on

her potential, reminding him that she has her own reasons to fight back

against the past.

The chapter ends with Zoya waking up and engaging in the conversation,

showcasing her determination and bravery despite her circumstances. This

pivotal moment marks the beginning of their reluctant partnership, thrusting

them both deeper into a world of violence and vengeance against the state

agents who have wronged them.
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Chapter 35 Summary: KOLYMA GULAG 57

Chapter Summary: KOLYMAGULAG 57

In the aftermath of a violent uprising in the Gulag, the two vakhta—the

guards' quarters—have been reduced to ashes, claiming the lives of at least

eight guards who had once held authority over the prisoners. With the camp

now devoid of the old order, around fifty surviving guards remain huddled

together, cold and injured, while the very fabric of their power crumbles.

Among them is Leo Stepanovich Demidov, an undercover member of the

Moscow militia, who has been mistakenly categorized as a guard. As he

observes the power struggle among the prisoners, three distinct leader

figures emerge: Lazar, an older intellectual, represents a faction advocating

caution and order; a younger, athletic man embodies the rebellious spirit of

the prisoners; and a vory, a cunning criminal figure, insists on the

recklessness of newfound freedom. Each group confronts the chaotic

landscape of their liberties, leading to immediate disagreements about how

to manage the new order and the treatment of captured guards.

With growing tensions, the prisoners decide to hold a tribunal to judge the

guards, including Leo. A former lawyer among the prisoners enthusiastically

organizes the trial, outlining a system where a guard can be executed based
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on the prisoners' testimony of their crimes. The first to be tried is

Commander Zhores Sinyavksy, who, despite his injuries, attempts to defend

himself and argues that he has made some positive changes since Stalin's

death. However, the overwhelming voices of the crowd condemn him, and

he is ultimately executed—a decision met with somber agreement among the

prisoners.

Next, Leo is summoned for his trial, where he is directly confronted by

Georgi, who accuses him of crimes committed during his time as a

Chekist—the Soviet secret police. As Leo begins to climb the steps of

judgment, he realizes that, unlike the commander, he lacks a strong defense.

The prosecutor's efforts to highlight his past lead to a rapid succession of

accusing statements, causing the crowd to demand his execution under

previously established rules. 

Just as it seems all hope is lost, a pivotal moment occurs when Georgi learns

from Lazar that his wife is alive—information only Leo could have known.

Moved by the prospect of Leo's connection to his wife, Georgi requests that

he be spared, prompting a significant turn in the proceedings. This

unexpected plea demonstrates how the ties of humanity can influence the

vortex of chaos and violence, challenging the prisoners to consider mercy in

their quest for justice. 

Through the tumultuous and morally complex events of this chapter, themes
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of power, justice, mercy, and individual struggle against oppression are

deeply explored, reflecting the painful reality of lives entangled in a struggle

for survival and redemption within the Gulag.
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Chapter 36: MOSCOW

In Moscow, under the cover of night, Zoya and Malysh find themselves

 perched on the roof of Apartment Block 424, having escaped from a

grueling trek through the city's sewer systems. The thrill of their adventure

rekindles a sense of childhood joy for Zoya as they sit together, enjoying the

cool breeze. However, their playful moment is interrupted when Malysh

reveals a photograph of a woman named Marina Niurina, a Chekist,

implying he has been ordered to kill her. Zoya probes Malysh for details

about his mission and the Chekists, the secret police notorious for their

brutality. Malysh admits he cannot read and has no idea about the specifics

of Niurina's crimes, only that she is on a list provided by his mysterious

leader, Fraera.

As they silently observe the surroundings and grow accustomed to the

darkness, Malysh constructs a tool to spy on Niurina through her window.

Although he initially suggests Zoya stay behind for her safety, her hatred for

the Chekists convinces her to join him in the impending act of vengeance.

Together, they stealthily descend to the woman's sixth-floor apartment.

Malysh's mission is interrupted when he discovers that Niurina is much

older than the woman in the photograph, now a gray-haired figure who

surprises him by drawing a gun. 

Zoya watches in horror as Malysh’s plan goes awry. Niurina fires at Malysh,
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injuring his finger and threatening to turn him over to the authorities.

However, instead of hiding, Zoya decides to fight back, launching herself at

Niurina in desperation. Amid the chaos that ensues, Malysh, with new found

resolve, blinds the woman, allowing them both to escape. However, they are

forced to confront a barricade of guards that had anticipated their attack.

Using quick thinking, they create a diversion by shouting “Fire!” which

triggers a panic within the building, allowing them a narrow chance to slip

past the chaotic scene. The duo manages to merge into a crowd trying to flee

the burning building, successfully deceiving onlookers and guards alike.

Once safely outside, they dive into a nearby manhole, retreating into the

sewers where Zoya staunches Malysh's bleeding injury with a portion of her

shirt. Their shared breathless laughter reveals a bond forged through their

harrowing experiences—a testament to their survival against overwhelming

odds.
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Chapter 37 Summary: KOLYMA GULAG 57

Summary of "KOLYMAGULAG 57" - Chapter Excerpt

On the morning of April 12, Leo, a prisoner in Gulag 57, surveys the horizon

from the roof of the administration barracks, using a damaged pair of

binoculars. He notes a military encampment established by regional

authorities in response to an uprising among the prisoners. Although the

prisoners are not outnumbered, they are severely outgunned, possessing only

a limited number of weapons against the soldiers' advanced armament. Leo

discusses their situation with fellow prisoners, including Lazar, a vory

leader, and Georgi, analyzing whether the authorities might negotiate. Leo

warns that while negotiation is possible, their adversaries may wish to

eliminate any signs of dissent quietly.

As the prisoners gather at the radio transceiver—Gulag 57's only means of

communication—one of the leaders, overtaken by bravado, addresses

Regional Director Abel Prezent. He demands a review of sentences and

provisions for food, ignoring Leo’s advice to acknowledge the wounded

guards they are holding, which could influence negotiations favorably. Leo's

practical mindset contrasts sharply with the impulsive rhetoric of the young

leader, who believes righteous claims will compel the authorities. Leo insists

that their survival hinges on presenting the guards as alive and unharmed,
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even proposing to send injured guards back to gain leverage.

Tension escalates when Leo reveals the identity of one of the injured guards,

Timur, whose watch Leo recognizes from their past camaraderie. In a fit of

rage and retaliation for Timur's murder, Leo brutally takes the watch from

the injured officer, a moment that manifests his grief and anger. Afterward, a

nervous replacement guard approaches, prompting Leo to allow him into the

truck, despite the unspoken danger of betrayal this may carry.

Meanwhile, Lazar addresses the other prisoners, expressing his desire to

return home, acknowledging his declining health. The collective support of

the prisoners speaks to the respect and gratitude they hold for Lazar. To

facilitate their escape as guards, Leo, Lazar, and Georgi don uniforms taken

from deceased officers, heightening the stakes and urgency of their plan.

As they prepare to leave, a young leader expresses concern about reaching

out to the authorities before proceeding with the transfer of injured guards.

He is met with determination from his peers, emphasizing the need for

unwavering resolve in the face of revolution. With the vehicle loaded, Leo

drives through the gates as plans to negotiate a peaceful outcome fade,

replaced by the grim resolve of the prisoners who may need to learn a harsh

lesson about the cost of their attempted revolt.
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Chapter 38 Summary: SAME DAY

On the same day, Leo cautiously maneuvered his truck down the highway,

 approaching a temporary military encampment with only two kilometers

left to go. Suddenly, he spotted smoke on the horizon, but his view was

quickly obstructed by a cloud of dust from an explosion that struck the

highway mere feet in front of him. The force of the blast shook the truck

violently, nearly tipping it over, but Leo managed to regain control,

swerving to miss the widening crater left behind.

As he accelerated to evade further mortar fire, Leo's passengers, Lazar and

Georgi, turned to him, bewildered. Before he could explain, another shell

exploded behind them, slamming the rear of the truck upwards. Adrenaline

surged as Leo fought the wheel, narrowly avoiding disaster when a second

shell landed nearby, showering them with debris. Realizing they were under

attack, Leo abandoned the highway for the rugged tundra, urging his

passengers to assist him in signaling their non-threatening status by waving

their uniforms.

With mortar rounds still falling around them, Leo raced against time, feeling

the weight of every second as the threat loomed. He felt a fleeting sense of

relief when the shells stopped landing near them and turned towards the

camp. However, that relief faded when two tanks aimed their turrets at him,

the tension palpable as one tank fired, piercing the truck's covering but
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miraculously not causing a fatal explosion. In a frantic bid for safety, Leo

stood atop his truck, waving his uniform and shouting to the tank operators,

desperately trying to communicate that he was a guard, not an enemy. 

After a tense exchange, the threat was momentarily resolved as the tanks

recognized them. Leo unloaded injured guards and got ready to head back,

but was soon summoned to the command center by a soldier. There, he met

Abel Prezent, a gaunt military director likely known to many officers. The

atmosphere was heavy with tension as Leo confronted Prezent about the

miscommunication that led to their near destruction. Prezent was

unapologetic, emphasizing the risks of anarchy if they didn’t deal decisively

with the prisoners.

As a Tupolev Tu-4 bomber flew ominously over the camp, Prezent revealed

a chilling plan: the plane was dropping a crate of tainted food intended for

the prisoners, laced with a toxin that would leave them incapacitated for an

assault aimed at quelling their rebellion. Prezent's sadistic smirk confirmed

Leo’s darkest fears about the man’s character, as he realized Prezent had

orchestrated Timur's death.

Internal chaos erupted within Leo as anger and a sense of justice clashed. He

felt compelled to act but was held back by Georgi's insistence that they leave

while they had the chance. Despite their concerns and Lazar's quiet reminder

that not always do people get what they deserve, Leo’s resolve was tested.
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The focus was no longer just on the mission; it was personal. Timur had died

for Zoya, and now he couldn’t allow Prezent to perpetrate further injustices. 

Ultimately, Leo chose to leave vengeance behind, focusing instead on their

primary objective: finding Zoya. As he dejectedly recognized Prezent's

treachery would likely go unpunished, his resolve re-centered on their

escape, not on revenge for Timur's death. He reluctantly climbed back into

the truck as they prepared to leave, their lives hanging precariously in the

balance amidst the chaos.
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Chapter 39 Summary: SAME DAY

In the dim light of the same day, the ominous shadow of the nearby

 mountain engulfed Gulag 57, casting a foreboding atmosphere over the

plateau and the temporary military encampment surrounding it. Abel

Prezent, the commanding officer, glanced anxiously at his watch, aware that

the carefully orchestrated plan was nearing its execution. The toxic gas they

deployed was designed to incapacitate the prisoners swiftly, rendering them

unconscious before any alarms could be raised.

The timing of the operation relied on the natural weariness of the prisoners

at night, ensuring that their sudden lethargy would raise no suspicions. The

ground troops were poised to advance, intending to cut through the camp's

perimeter and reassert control without interference. In the aftermath, the

majority of the prisoners would be executed, with only a select few spared to

mitigate accusations of mass slaughter. This grim spectacle was intended to

send a chilling message across the region: the uprising had failed,

reaffirming the presence and permanence of the Gulags as instruments of

oppression designed to shape the future.

As Abel contemplated the imminent success of their mission, he was

interrupted by a bedraggled guard who approached him, visibly out of place.

The guard, bandaged and weary from his experiences, explained that he had

feigned injuries to escape from Gulag 57 and was cleared for duty by the
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medical staff. Abel, with a patronizing smile, inquired why he wasn't in the

medical tent. 

The guard’s insistence revealed a startling truth: he wasn't concerned for the

welfare of his fellow guards but rather for the three men who had been

driving the truck that had transported him. This revelation hinted at a deeper

intrigue surrounding the operation and suggested that the guard's true

intentions may intertwine with the fate of the prisoners. Abel, momentarily

taken aback, understood the delicate balance of loyalty and survival that

existed within the confines of the Gulag system, showcasing the

complexities of allegiance in an environment where mistrust could mean life

or death. 

Thus, the stage was set for a harrowing confrontation, where the lines

between oppressor and oppressed would blur in the shadow of Gulag 57.
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Chapter 40: SAME DAY

In a tense and adrenaline-fueled moment, Leo drives through the dark night,

 heading towards Magadan with Georgi and Lazar. The highway, lacking

complexity apart from a narrow timber bridge, begins to unravel as they see

sudden flares lighting up the night sky. Realizing they are being pursued,

Leo quickly debates with Georgi over whether to leave the safety of the

highway. Georgi, resolved to remain in Kolyma, insists on taking his stand.

He bids farewell to Lazar with unspoken words, as Leo and Lazar prepare to

make a desperate escape on foot.

As Leo and Lazar navigate the cold, uneven terrain towards the airstrip, they

hear gunfire in the distance—a sign that their previous vehicle has been

discovered. Leo knows they are running out of time. Upon reaching the

airstrip, they spot a single plane that could facilitate their escape: an Ilyushin

Il-12. However, their hopes are dashed when they discover that the pilot and

co-pilot are absent, enjoying dinner in town, leaving only a young trainee

named Konstantin to assist.

Convinced that their lives depend on an immediate flight, Leo persuades

Konstantin to take command of the aircraft despite his inexperience. With

desperation mounting, Leo occupies the copilot’s seat, overwhelmed by the

technical panel in front of him while rallying Konstantin's fragile

confidence. They manage to ignite the engines just as soldiers approach,
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guns drawn, ready to apprehend them.

In a breathtaking race against time, as soldiers run alongside the plane, Leo

urges Konstantin to accelerate for takeoff. With the menacing silhouette of a

Tupolev Tu-4 bomber descending towards them, the situation escalates

further. Leo stakes everything on their only chance: to fly directly towards

the bomber, compelling it to pull up. 

Against all odds, the bomber veers upward, allowing the Ilyushin to

narrowly escape a catastrophic collision. The thrill of survival washes over

Konstantin as they gain altitude, leaving Magadan's lights behind, a stark

reminder of the wilderness and peril Leo has endured. With one harrowing

escape completed, they soar into the vast open sky, their fates intertwined,

and their journey far from over.
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Chapter 41 Summary: MOSCOW

In Moscow, Raisa sits contemplatively on Elena's bed, watching her sleep.

 Elena’s unease has grown following a recent visit from Fraera, a character

who has introduced tension into their lives. As rumors of Zoya’s imminent

return fade into hollow promises, Elena’s questions become more urgent and

assertive, signaling a shift in her understanding of their precarious situation.

Suddenly, Raisa’s phone rings, bringing urgent news from Frol Panin. He

informs her that they’ve successfully made radio contact with Leo, who is on

his way to Moscow with Lazar. Though the call brings a glimmer of hope,

Raisa senses that Panin is more focused on capturing Fraera than on her

daughter’s well-being. Despite his charm, Raisa recalls Leo's skepticism

regarding Panin's character, finding a troubling coldness beneath the surface.

Elena emerges from her room, and Raisa, seeking to comfort her, prepares

warm milk. When Elena asks if Zoya will return that night, Raisa reassures

her with an affirmative response. However, Raisa’s faith in Leo’s plan to

rescue Zoya is waning. After meeting Fraera and witnessing her fierce

determination to keep Zoya safe, Raisa comes to a startling realization:

handing Zoya over to Leo would only serve to fulfill Fraera's unwanted

prophecy of Leo gaining happiness—a family reunited. The stakes are too

high, and Raisa believes Leo is not the one to save her daughter.
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With a resolute decision, Raisa retrieves a tall red candle from a drawer and

lights it, placing it on the windowsill as a beacon to guide Zoya home. Elena

inquires about this gesture, and Raisa explains its purpose. She has chosen to

accept Fraera’s offer, planning to turn away from Leo. As the candle flickers

against the twilight, Raisa's resolve strengthens; she is ready to take control

of Zoya's fate.
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Chapter 42 Summary: SAME DAY

On the same day, Malysh found himself on a ledge, lost in thought as he

 listened to the rushing sewer water below him. Just two months prior, his

life had a clear purpose and rationale. Everything had shifted when Zoya, a

girl who had inexplicably decided to care for him, risked her life to save

him. This was a baffling turn for Malysh, who had never experienced

genuine affection before; he wondered what had led Zoya to like him, as it

seemed illogical.

His contemplation was interrupted by Fraera, who joined him on the ledge.

The two sat in silence, their legs dangling above the flowing waste of the

city, contrasting the usual tranquility of a riverbank with the grim reality of

their surroundings. Fraera’s question about his hiding spurred Malysh's

inclination to retreat into silence, a reflex that was made difficult by the

social norms he lived by. With reluctance, he muttered that he wasn’t feeling

well. Fraera's laughter at his statement surprised him; she reminded him of

his past—a time when he might have harmed someone without a second

thought.

Fraera then placed a hand on Malysh's shoulder, comforting yet

commanding. She demanded his loyalty and obedience, wanting

confirmation that he would follow her orders without question. Malysh

realized that he had never truly disagreed with her commands before, but his
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newfound feelings for Zoya complicated his past allegiance to Fraera. She

had orchestrated their connection, gauging it against her own relationship

with him, as if turning his emotions into a test of loyalty.

Fraera recounted a Chechen tale she had encountered during her

imprisonment, one about a heroic figure named Soslan from the Nartian

legends. In this culture, it is customary to avenge not just personal wrongs,

but also grievances against family and ancestors, leading to generations of

conflict. Soslan dedicated his life to vengeance, and Fraera hinted that, upon

reaching adulthood, Malysh would require a new identity, one she had hoped

would be Soslan, suggesting a tragic and vengeful future for him.

As the conversation deepened, an ominous tone filled the air. Fraera stood,

instructing Malysh to follow her as she led him through the winding tunnels

of their world. They arrived at Zoya's cell, where she stood in anticipation,

sensing something amiss. Before Malysh could question the unfolding

situation, Fraera seized Zoya's wrist and pulled her toward the door,

prompting a conflicted reaction from Malysh. Struggling with whether to

intervene or comply, he was caught off guard when Fraera slammed the door

behind him, leaving him trapped and unsure of what was about to transpire.

The chapter closed with a sense of impending conflict, highlighting the

struggle between loyalty and newfound feelings, and setting the stage for

Malysh's internal battle amidst the larger, turbulent dynamics surrounding

them.
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Chapter 43 Summary: SAME DAY

In this intense chapter, we follow Leo and Lazar as they complete a

 harrowing flight across the Soviet Union, landing at a military airstrip in

Stupino, Moscow, where chaos ensues. The pilot, Konstantin, panics during

the landing, resulting in a disastrous crash that leaves the plane wrecked and

the men struggling to assess their injuries. Leo, with a bleeding forehead,

helps Lazar, who is oddly gleeful despite the disaster, out of the plane.

As they exit the wreckage, they are greeted by Frol Panin, a high-ranking

official who apologizes for the complications surrounding Lazar's release,

which became difficult due to his wife Raisa’s actions. Amidst their urgent

escape, Leo learns that Raisa, who was supposed to be under protective

custody, has gone missing, likely entangled in the nefarious schemes of

Fraera, an antagonist linked to the unfolding drama.

Arriving in the bustling heart of the Moscow city center, Leo feels

disoriented, having just come from the desolation of Kolyma. After a brief

exchange with Panin, who provides a cryptic map marked with an ink

crucifix, Leo becomes more alarmed about finding Raisa. They discover a

manhole cover which Leo insists they investigate, leading them underground

where they face rushing water from the rain-filled tunnels. This underground

passage reveals a secret metro line, the "spetztunnel," designed for

high-ranking officials in case of war.
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Despite the surrounding threats, they manage to find a way up, emerging

into Taganskaya Square. Here, in the midst of heavy rain and fierce winds,

Leo spots Raisa standing alone on a bridge. When they finally reunite,

emotions run high as Raisa confronts Leo about his lies regarding their

daughter Zoya's safety and the involvement of Fraera. A tense moment

culminates when Fraera appears, cold and indifferent, revealing tragic news

and transforming the scene into a chaotic climax when she shoots Lazar,

shocking Leo to his core.

Now driven by desperation, Leo is forced into a car with Raisa and Zoya,

who is bound and gagged in the back. As they struggle against the dire

situation, Fraera’s ruthlessness is laid bare when she orders Zoya to be taken

away, enacting a cruel fate. In a moment of pure panic and determination,

Leo crashes the car off the bridge in a desperate attempt to save his daughter,

leading him and Raisa into the dark, cold waters of the Moskva River, with

Leo desperately diving to rescue Zoya, who has been thrown into the depths.

The chapter closes with a tense cliffhanger, as Leo fights against the

overwhelming current, unsure if he will find her in the obscurity below.
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Chapter 44: MOSCOW

In Moscow on October 20th, Filipp, a talented baker, is engaged in his daily

 ritual of breaking bread. As he carefully tears apart a freshly baked loaf, he

yearns to savor its warmth and texture but is thwarted by his debilitating

stomach ulcers, a painful reminder of his past under Stalin’s regime. These

internal scars stem from moments of anxiety and regret during his years

overseeing workers, fearing accusations of being too harsh. While the

physical toll has been significant—he can only stomach liquids—Filipp

finds solace in the knowledge that his family is safe, he has not denounced

anyone, and life has moved on from the dark days of midnight arrests. 

The taste of chalk water provides temporary relief for his stomach, allowing

him to refocus on the brighter future ahead. His bakery is thriving,

expanding into the entirety of the building, which he is pleased to reclaim

from a secret government ministry that had occupied the top floor, a space

he found daunting and unappealing. As he explores his new premises, Filipp

discovers Leo, a gaunt man who had previously shared the staircase with

him, now amidst the remnants of the homicide department that Leo had once

worked for. 

Leo's encounter with Filipp is tinged with a sense of loss; his three years of

dedicated service in the department are ending, and all traces of their work

are being erased as files are incinerated. Despite their previous anonymity,
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they engage in a brief but meaningful exchange, introducing themselves and

sharing a loaf of bread, which Leo praises as the best he’s ever tasted. 

Curiosity prompts Filipp to inquire about the secrecy surrounding Leo's

previous office, leading to a revelation of Leo's role in the militia’s homicide

investigations. When Leo reveals that the department is being shut down and

he is to join the KGB, it carries an undertone of both grim acknowledgment

and a sense of fatalism about the harsh realities of life in Soviet Moscow.

Filipp’s hospitality, embodied by his warm bread, stands in stark contrast to

the uncertain future that Leo faces, marking the bittersweet connection

between two men navigating an often unforgiving world.
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Chapter 45 Summary: SAME DAY

In this chapter, Raisa stands outside the Serbsky Institute, a stark psychiatric

 facility known for its history of mistreating dissidents. The building appears

more like an apartment block than a hospital, but its reputation is grim,

associated with punitive treatments rather than healing. Raisa feels

conflicted about bringing her daughter, Elena, who has been increasingly

unwell and emotionally withdrawn since the death of her older sister, Zoya. 

Elena's condition is grave; she has lost significant weight and exhibits a

haunting detachment from reality, rendering her almost a lifeless replica of

herself. Raisa struggles with her own feelings of helplessness and doubt,

aware that love alone is inadequate to heal her child. Against her husband

Leo's wishes—who fervently opposes seeking psychiatric help due to the

state’s harsh treatment of mental illness—Raisa hopes that Doctor Stavsky, a

sympathetic psychiatrist with a reputation for treating patients humanely,

can provide the assistance Elena desperately needs.

Inside the institute, the atmosphere is cold and oppressive, with nurses in

crisp uniforms and barred windows. Raisa meets with Dr. Stavsky, who

recognizes the severity of Elena's state but insists that she requires full-time

supervision. As the consultation unfolds, Elena remains unresponsive,

further distressing Raisa. 
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Stavsky, after assessing Elena's condition, informs Raisa that he has

arranged for her admission to a hospital in Kazan, a decision made by the

state, stripping Raisa of her guardianship. Despite Raisa's desperation and

her refusal to accept this decision, Stavsky manipulates the conversation,

suggesting that Elena will not resist going with the orderlies if she believes

she will be taken care of. The chapter closes with Elena's continued silence,

a stark and unsettling reflection of her emotional state and the dire

circumstances surrounding her fate, leaving Raisa feeling betrayed and

powerless.
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Chapter 46 Summary: SAME DAY

In the poignant chapters, we delve into the struggle of Leo, who is grappling

 with the aftermath of Timur's death. Inessa, Timur’s widow, opens the door

to her home, and Leo enters with a heavy heart, haunted by what might have

been if Timur had survived. The loss of Timur, who thrived in this

apartment surrounded by family, casts a long shadow over their lives.

Despite Leo's efforts with Frol Panin, a figure of influence who reluctantly

agreed to help due to guilt over Timur's demise, Inessa contemplates moving

from their spacious home. Memories of Timur weigh heavily upon her, and

the thought of downsizing to a cramped single-room apartment overwhelms

her. Ultimately, it is the care for her two sons, Efim and Vadim, that drives

her to stay in their current home.

When Leo arrives at his own apartment later, he finds it empty, raising

immediate concern over the whereabouts of his partner, Raisa, and her

daughter, Elena. With no leads from his parents or the officers at the security

detail, he anxiously awaits their return. His dread culminates when Raisa

reappears, disheveled and disoriented, revealing that Elena has been taken

from her to undergo an illicit procedure at Serbsky—an infamous psychiatric

hospital known for its brutal treatment of dissidents. The news strikes Leo

with a flurry of emotions; he feels both rage towards Raisa for seeking help

and profound helplessness upon learning about Elena's fate.
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The scene shifts dramatically as Leo's pent-up anger explodes. In a moment

of misguided frustration, he shatters a mirror, inflicting pain upon himself as

a reflection of his inner turmoil. Raisa, filled with despair, explains that she

had done everything within her power to save Elena, but had been sedated

and left powerless when her daughter was taken. The fabric of their family

begins to unravel; the three years of hope they had shared now feel like a

distant memory, overshadowed by guilt and loss. 

In a haunting conversation, both Leo and Raisa express how fleeting their

belief was that they could forge a happier future. Their relationship, plagued

by severe challenges and betrayal, now teeters on the brink of collapse.

Faced with the undeniable truth of their disjointed family, Leo contemplates

a grim future, pondering a return to the KGB, while Raisa’s promise to leave

him hangs heavy in the air. Their once-inner sanctuary of trust is shattered,

leaving Leo bereft of the identity he once held dear as a father and husband,

fully aware that the battle to shield his family from the oppressive State has

been lost.
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Chapter 47 Summary: SAME DAY

In the aftermath of a traumatic event, Leo finds himself on the bathroom

 floor with Raisa, both shaken and unsure of what to do next. Their peace is

interrupted by the arrival of Leo's parents, Stepan and Anna, who are visibly

concerned after his distressing phone call. They quickly assess the chaos

around them—blood and a broken mirror—and demand to know what

happened. Leo's simple, haunting declaration that "they took Elena" reveals

the gravity of the situation.

While Anna tends to Leo’s wounds, Raisa leans on her, and he begins to

formulate a plan. Leo recognizes the urgency of their predicament and seeks

the assistance of Major Grachev, a former mentor who previously supported

Leo's revolutionary vision of an autonomous homicide department.

Unfortunately, Grachev's situation has worsened; he’s being exiled from the

city, reflecting the political turmoil and repression sweeping through the

government. He reveals that his forced relocation is a direct consequence of

the escalating political climate after the murder of Zoya, Leo’s daughter—a

event that has left deep scars on the community and reshaped the social

landscape.

Raisa explains to Grachev that their adopted daughter, Elena, has been

involuntarily committed to a psychiatric hospital in Kazan following a failed

attempt to help her cope with Zoya’s death. Grachev understands the
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implications and the dire state of affairs but possesses little ability to aid

them, having become increasingly marginalized himself.

During their conversation, Grachev outlines the broader repercussions of

Zoya’s murder, drawing attention to the unrest that is brewing within the

country and across Eastern Europe. He articulates the fear that her death has

triggered—a potential unraveling of order that may lead to civil unrest and a

challenge to the government’s authority. They discuss the weight of these

events, recognizing that what began as a localized tragedy has broader

implications that shake the foundations of power.

As Leo listens, he begins to understand the destructive potential of the

atmosphere of permissiveness that has emerged since Zoya’s death, an

atmosphere in which dissent and critical voices are gaining traction. The

discovery of this shift leads him to realize the precarious position he

occupies and the forces at play—both supportive and destructive. Grachev

warns Leo about the lengths to which the government may go to preserve the

status quo, suggesting that the specter of Stalin still looms large in the hearts

of those in power.

As they leave Grachev's apartment, the weight of their conversation hangs

heavy in the air. Leo takes Raisa's hands, acknowledging the truth of

Grachev's words and his own previous blindness to the larger picture—a mix

of personal grief and political upheaval entwined with their lives. The depth
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of the situation becomes clearer, setting the stage for Leo’s next steps in a

world that is both perilous and ripe for change.
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Chapter 48: BLIZHNYA DACHA KUNTSEVO
TWENTY KILOMETERS WEST OF MOSCOW

Summary of Chapters: Blizhnya Dacha (21 October)

The narrative unfolds at Blizhnya Dacha, a former residence of Stalin

situated twenty kilometers west of Moscow, which has now been repurposed

as a retreat for the Soviet elite. Following Stalin's death, the lavish décor that

supposedly concealed his drinking habits has been repurposed; however,

echoes of past treachery linger, particularly in the mind of Frol Panin, who is

visiting for the second time and grappling with a heavy atmosphere of loss.

After a sparse dinner amidst drunk conversations, Frol retreated to his suite,

eager to escape the tension of social obligations. Despite the laughter of

children playing outside, he views the dacha as a site of death and despair,

haunted by memories of those who have perished within its walls.

Upon entering his living room, he discovers his wife, Nina, beside their

mud-stained and visibly shaken guest, Leo. Leo, who has sustained injuries,

is filled with pent-up rage and grief, providing a stark contrast to the jovial

surroundings. Frol quickly assesses his friend's turmoil, explaining to Nina

that Leo is in a vulnerable state after a recent trauma. He tries to reassure

both of them about the situation concerning a woman named Elena,
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suggesting that he can help her.

As the conversation deepens, urgency tinges the air, and Leo's suspicion

emerges. He demands to know Frol's relationship with a woman named

Fraera, whom he believes has been manipulating events behind the scenes.

Frol admits to working alongside Fraera but emphasizes his ignorance of her

true agenda. He recounts how she coerced him into a nefarious cooperation

that involved plotting against Leo and manipulating the political landscape,

highlighting a schism within party factions—the traditionalists, who cling to

established authority, and the reformists, who seek change.

Through the tense exchange, layers of betrayal and manipulation unfurl. Frol

reveals that Fraera intends to exploit the chaos stemming from a recent

political speech by Khrushchev, aiming to instigate fears of uprisings among

the populace. This calculated orchestration not only involves removing Leo

from power but also a broader scheme to create unrest in other Soviet Bloc

countries—a show of ruthless strength designed to maintain control.

Leo's desperation drives him to seek retribution against Fraera, believing he

can regain agency by facing his enemy head-on. Yet, Frol cautions against

this path, as it leads to an unresolvable conflict. He reveals a shocking truth

that alters the stakes: Leo's daughter, Zoya, is alive—a revelation that

propels Leo into a conflicting whirlpool of emotions as he navigates through

the layers of conspiracy, betrayal, and the desperate need for familial
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connection in a landscape fraught with danger. 

Through this charged exchange, the complex intertwining of personal

vendettas and larger political machinations reflects the precarious nature of

power within the Soviet regime, leaving Leo at a crossroads between

vengeance and the unknown consequences of further entanglement in Frol's

web of deceit.
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Chapter 49 Summary: SOVIET-CONTROLLED
EASTERN EUROPE HUNGARY BUDAPEST

In the backdrop of a politically charged Budapest in 1956, Zoya, a

 fourteen-year-old Russian orphan, is hastily making her way to the

Operaház, her drop point for an illicit delivery of customized bullets. Each

bullet, etched with a cross at its tip, indicates its intended brutality. Dressed

in a knee-length coat and a black beret, Zoya looks older than her years,

seamlessly blending in with the local Hungarian populace, although she

remains acutely aware of the dangers around her, especially with the

ever-present threat of the Hungarian secret police, the AVH.

As she nears her destination, Zoya is momentarily distracted when

approached by a group of young men, who are more interested in their

political activism than in her. They are plastering posters on the streets, and

while she is relieved they’re not a threat, the unease still lingers as she

makes her way to the Operaház. Here, she meets a contact to whom she

delivers the bullets. After a swift transaction, Zoya begins her walk back

home, her mind swirling with thoughts of the past months in

Hungary—months filled with learning and survival in a land torn between

Soviet control and nationalistic fervor.

Zoya reflects on her past experiences with the vory, a Russian criminal

organization, and especially the terrifying encounter with Fraera, their
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leader, who once offered her a second chance at life in exchange for loyalty.

This bond with Fraera and her partner Malysh has grown since they fled a

grim fate under oppressive regimes, symbolizing their camaraderie amid

chaos.

However, during her return, Zoya is drawn into a spontaneous gathering

around a streetlight where activists are celebrating their resistance against

the oppressive regime, represented by the Hungarian flag—albeit one

defaced by removing the Communist emblem. Here, Zoya meets a

boisterous woman clad in the flag, but their moment of camaraderie quickly

turns sour as AVH officers crash the celebration, leading to violent

confrontations.

Caught in the chaos, Zoya witnesses the brutal treatment of the flag-waving

woman when one officer strikes her, prompting Zoya to flee for safety. She

finds refuge in Fraera's hidden apartments, where she lives alongside the

vory and local Hungarian activists. Upon arrival, Zoya recounts her

harrowing experience to Fraera, garnering concern but also prompting

strategic planning. Fraera recognizes the significance of the defaced flags,

seeing it as a rallying symbol for their resistance against Soviet influence.

Yet amid this turmoil, Zoya grapples with feelings of guilt and fear,

particularly regarding her little sister, Elena, who remains distant in her

thoughts. Her bond with Malysh becomes strained as the weight of survival

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


and affiliation grows. Fraera's stoic response to Zoya's distress reflects the

harsh realities of their struggle—a reminder that innocent lives are often

caught in the crossfire of political turbulence.

As the chapter unfolds, the dynamic between Zoya, Malysh, and Fraera

becomes increasingly complex, highlighting their individual motivations and

the broader fight for autonomy in a strife-ridden Hungary.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the crossroads of fear and

courage, just like Zoya, who navigates the treacherous landscape of

1956 Budapest. Her unwavering spirit amidst chaos serves as a

powerful reminder that resilience is not just about surviving, but

thriving against the forces that seek to oppress us. In your own life,

when you encounter challenges that feel insurmountable, remember

Zoya's journey. Embrace the strength within you to confront these

obstacles, knowing that, much like her, you too can emerge stronger

and more determined.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 50 Summary: SAME DAY

In the quiet of the night, Fraera navigates the dark streets, carefully ensuring

 she isn’t being followed as she leaves the courtyard. The atmosphere is

tense; she trusts no one, even those who appear to be her allies in the

anti-Soviet resistance. Despite her work among them, she feels that their

preoccupation with intellectual debates renders them vulnerable to

infiltration by the AVH, the secret police. Fraera’s contact with Soviet

officials is clandestine, and if discovered, it would be fatal.

As she walks cautiously, she picks up a leaflet containing the newly minted

sixteen demands for change, directly arising from an urgent meeting at the

Technological University. Fraera had been an outside influence in this

meeting, urging students to adopt more ambitious and impactful demands

against their Soviet oppressors. In her role as a kind of revolutionary

catalyst, she attempts to transform sentiment into action, having spent

months organizing and stoking dissatisfaction among students and workers

alike. Among the sixteen demands, the immediate withdrawal of all Soviet

troops emerges as the most significant, a point Fraera promotes by elevating

its status on the list. 

At the center of her operation remains Zsolt Polgar, her ally and romantic

interest. A gifted engineering student from a privileged background, Zsolt is

drawn to rebellious ideals. Their relationship, interlaced with flirtation and
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shared revolutionary fervor, serves Fraera’s goals even as she recognizes his

naivety. He has suggested a demonstration to support the sixteen points, a

strategy that has gained momentum across the city. Knowing that collective

action is essential for igniting change, Fraera anticipates a convergence of

protestors in Palffy Square, hopeful that genuine unity will turn simmering

anger into formidable resistance.

Upon reaching the Astoria Hotel, marked by a burning red candle signaling

her secretive summons, Fraera slips through the kitchens to meet Frol Panin,

her unpredictable collaborator in Moscow. While initially reluctant to

involve herself with someone of Panin's stature, she has realized that

survival in the political landscape necessitates alliances. With her own

vengeance against Leo satisfied—who has suffered the loss of a son—she

has committed to supporting Panin’s broader goals of instigating unrest

within the Soviet Bloc.

In their clandestine meeting, Panin reveals that Soviet troops are poised on

the border, awaiting an uprising. However, he expresses impatience, noting

that other cells have had greater success in stirring unrest, thus putting

pressure on Fraera to catalyze events in Budapest. Drawing from her sharp

analytical skills, she responds that the recent disturbances in Poland haven’t

achieved their intended political upheaval, thus underscoring the

precariousness of their situation and the urgent need for visible action in

Hungary.
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The conversation shifts to the troops and the political context, with Panin

lamenting Soviet First Secretary Nikita Khrushchev's misguided military

downsizing, which threatens the unity and stability of the Soviet regime.

Understanding that a show of force is necessary to sustain control, Panin

recognizes the significance of the upcoming demonstration in Budapest. He

inquires about the details of the protest, and Fraera, armed with the leaflet,

outlines their demands, emphasizing the need for provocations that would

justify military force against the crowds.

Before parting, she stresses that the protestors are likely to remain peaceful

unless pushed to violence—highlighting the need for a calculated response

from the authorities. With the stakes higher than ever, she leaves the

meeting, aware that the trajectory of their uprising hinges on the actions that

will unfold in the coming days.
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Chapter 51 Summary: SOVIET UNION HUNGARIAN
BORDER THE TOWN OF BEREHOWE

Chapter Summary: The Train to Budapest

On October 23rd, a crowded train filled with Soviet soldiers heads towards

the Hungarian border, buoyed by camaraderie and chatter. Among them sit

Leo and Raisa, the only civilians on board, enveloped in their own

tumultuous emotions. For Leo, news that their daughter Zoya is alive brings

a blend of relief and agony. He learns from Panin about Zoya’s precarious

collaboration with Fraera, a woman bent on revenge who had manipulated

Zoya’s feelings. This revelation burdens Leo with guilt, knowing Raisa

suffers because of the love she has for him.

As Leo confesses to Raisa, her stoicism shines through amidst the chaos of

feelings. She systematically processes the information, pondering Zoya’s

state of mind and how they might rescue her. Raisa is acutely aware of

Panin's betrayal and Fraera's cynical alliance with violent Soviet hardliners,

whom she despises for their indifference to suffering. She understands

Zoya’s defection as a tragic escape from one dysfunctional family into

another.

Leo, mentally scarred but determined, does not hesitate to invite Raisa to
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join him on a journey to Budapest. In a moment of grim realization, she

probes him about the possibility of using force to retrieve Zoya, to which

Leo agrees, indicating their desperation. They are joined by Karoly Teglas, a

portly and unassuming man who has experience in espionage as a former

KGB operative. Having recently returned from advising Soviet leaders about

escalating tensions in Hungary, Karoly serves as their guide and translator.

As the train approaches Berehowe, the fortified border town, Raisa questions

Karoly about Panin’s motives in allowing their journey, but he remains

noncommittal, hinting at possible danger ahead. Karoly warns them that

once they cross into Hungary, they will be viewed as enemies by the local

populace, regardless of their backgrounds. Raisa, irked by Karoly's

condescension, asserts her understanding of hatred, a veiled

acknowledgment of their shared risk.

At the border, Karoly hands over their identification, all while keeping a

watchful eye on Leo and Raisa. Though they appear to be debating their trust

in him, Karoly's true loyalty lies with his assignment: to ensure their entry is

delayed until the uprising begins, allowing for Leo to take his revenge after

Fraera has served her purpose. The stage is set for impending conflict as the

trio embarks on their mission, ignorance of the turmoil yet to unfold hanging

heavily in the air.

Element Summary
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Element Summary

Setting On a train heading to the Hungarian border amidst Soviet soldiers.

Main
Characters Leo, Raisa, Panin, Fraera, Karoly Teglas.

Leo's Conflict Struggles with guilt over Zoya's situation, revealing her collaboration
with Fraera.

Raisa's
Response

Maintains stoicism, preoccupied with Zoya's rescue and aware of the
broader betrayal.

Journey to
Budapest

Leo invites Raisa to accompany him; discusses the possibility of
using force to rescue Zoya.

Karoly's Role Guide and translator with a background in espionage, holds ulterior
motives regarding their journey.

Suspicion Raisa questions Karoly’s intentions, reflecting their shared danger
and animosity towards Soviet hardliners.

Border Tension Karoly anticipates complications at the border and has his own
agenda related to the uprising.

Conflict
Foreshadowing

Indications of impending violence and turmoil as the trio embarks on
their mission.
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Chapter 52: SOVIET-CONTROLLED EASTERN
EUROPE HUNGARY BUDAPEST

In the midst of a historic protest in Budapest, Zoya, a Russian expatriate,

 finds herself swept up in an immense crowd converging on Parliament

Square. This moment marks a turning point for her—a stark contrast to the

years she spent romanticizing death as an escape from loneliness. As the

square fills with passionate demonstrators drawn together against Soviet

oppression, Zoya's spirit is invigorated. She feels a deep connection with

those around her, united not just by their grievances but by a shared desire

for freedom.

The atmosphere is electric, filled with chants of "Russkik haza!" or

"Russians go home!"—a potent mix of camaraderie and defiance against the

imposing Soviet regime. Zoya experiences an awakening as she stands on

Fraera’s shoulders, gaining a wider view of the swelling crowd. The

Parliament, normally a symbol of authority, now feels irrelevant against the

unified voices challenging it. 

Suddenly, the square is plunged into darkness when the Parliament lights

shut off, but the crowd responds with ingenuity, creating improvised torches

from newspapers and rallying their spirit. Zoya's exhilaration is briefly

interrupted when she kisses Fraera in a moment of emotional connection;

however, it triggers a flood of conflicting feelings in Fraera, reminding her
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of her past as Anisya—roles of tenderness and vulnerability she thought she

had shed.

As the gathering transforms into chaos when the Associated Hungarian

Police (AVH) fail to maintain order, Fraera's frustration mounts. She realizes

the significance of capturing the radio station, a bastion of Soviet control.

Armed with information about the students' struggle to broadcast their

declarations, she leads Zoya and Malysh—Zoya's companion—through a

volatile crowd that oscillates between peaceful protest and violent unrest. 

The radio station, representing suppressed voices, becomes a target for the

mob. The AVH officers use tear gas to scatter the crowd, igniting fear and

chaos, but Fraera's determination doesn’t wane. She emerges from the gas to

push towards the station, rallying those around her. As violence erupts, Zoya

finds herself emboldened, throwing rocks and standing shoulder to shoulder

with other defiant youths.

The tide turns dark when she witnesses a bullet strike a fellow protester,

leaving Zoya frozen in horror. The brutal reality of the situation becomes

clear; while Fraera grapples with the death of the young girl, anger replaces

fear. As Fraera calls for action, urging Zoya to abandon guilt and transform

her grief into resolve, Zoya accepts a gun. Empowered by the emotions of

the moment, she charges forward with newfound resolve to fight against

their oppressors.
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In this charged environment, the struggle transcends mere protest; it

becomes a visceral battle for dignity, freedom, and identity against an

oppressive regime. Far from the romanticized version of revolution she once

imagined, Zoya experiences a raw, immediate reality that propels her into a

fight for survival—a harrowing journey toward liberation that is both

personal and collective.
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Chapter 53 Summary: 24 OCTOBER

In the early dawn of October 24th, Zoya found herself in an eerily silent city,

 combatting fatigue and the chaos of the night before. The remnants of a

fierce battle surrounded her: shattered coffee cups and ash from burnt books,

remnants of a resistance fight that had recently taken place. The radio station

had fallen just before sunrise, overtaken by attackers wielding cadet-supplied

rifles, while Zoya and her companion Malysh were given a critical mission

by Fraera, a leader of the resistance. Their objective was to locate the

missing body of Joseph Stalin, a symbolic figurehead in the ongoing

struggle for power.

Arriving at Heroes Square, Zoya and Malysh were met with the shocking

sight of Stalin's statue, a once-imposing bronze figure that had now been

decapitated and dragged away. Significantly, the statue's feet were still

affixed to its pedestal, but the body was conspicuously absent. Overcome

with exhilaration at the news of Stalin's downfall, Zoya momentarily forgot

the dangers lurking in the city as Malysh reminded her to be cautious. They

quickly realized that the statue had been dragged away and decided to follow

the trail of scratches left on the cobblestones.

As they raced through the streets, Zoya's competitive spirit shone through,

catching up to the bronze remains of Stalin. After claiming victory in their

impromptu race, Zoya clambered atop the statue, reveling in her moment as
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an emblem of defiance. Standing upon the bronze torso, she grinned at

Malysh, celebrating their small triumph over the tyrant. However, upon

inspecting the remains, she found the head not far away, embedded in the

ground, adorned with a street sign.

The atmosphere shifted drastically when Zoya, in an impulsive act of

rebellion, spat on Stalin's eye, drawing laughter from the crowd. In a

spontaneous show of defiance, she was hoisted onto Stalin's head, ready to

proclaim her victory amidst the chaos. However, the jubilant scene took a

dark turn as a tank appeared, advancing towards them, signaling a shift back

to reality. The joyous celebration was abruptly interrupted when the tank

fired, leading to a catastrophic explosion that sent the debris flying and

threw Zoya to the ground.

Reeling from the blast, Zoya and Malysh scrambled for cover as Stalin's

head swung violently, crashing into a nearby shop. They were caught in the

whirlwind of destruction, with the tank looming as a terrifying presence. Just

when all seemed lost, unexpected gunfire erupted from the crowd, retaliating

against the tank's assault. Taking advantage of the chaos, Malysh urged Zoya

to escape. For once, she was ready to heed his advice, signaling a moment of

unity in their shared struggle for survival amidst the ruins of war-torn chaos.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of defiance in the face of oppression

Critical Interpretation: In the chaotic aftermath of oppression, it is the

acts of defiance that remind us of our humanity and resilience. As

Zoya stood upon the remnants of Stalin’s statue, embodying a spirit of

rebellion, she inspires us to confront our fears and rise against

injustices, no matter how daunting. This chapter teaches us that small

victories, even in the darkest of times, can ignite hope and rally others

to our cause, encouraging us to embrace our collective strength and

courage to seek freedom and justice.
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Chapter 54 Summary: SOVIET-CONTROLLED
EASTERN EUROPE HUNGARY BUDAPEST BUDA
HILL

The story unfolds in Soviet-controlled Eastern Europe, specifically in

 Budapest, Hungary, during a time of significant unrest. On October 27, Leo

and his companions, Raisa and their guide Karoly, find themselves frustrated

by the slow progress of their journey. Although they have traveled a

thousand kilometers to the Hungarian border, it has taken them three

grueling days to cover the final three hundred kilometers into Budapest, with

Karoly only quickening their pace after hearing radio reports of disturbances

in the city. These broadcasts downplay the scale of the unrest and suggest

that the authorities are losing control, prompting Karoly to choose a longer

route around Soviet army blockades to reach his apartment safely.

As they arrive at Buda Hill, overlooking the city, the contrast between the

quiet Buda side and the chaos on the Pest side becomes evident, with distant

gunfire and smoke rising from buildings. A tense conversation reveals both

Karoly’s inner conflict and his desire for peace, as he expresses skepticism

about the possibility of a successful uprising against the oppressive regime.

Despite having previously withheld details about his family, he reluctantly

mentions his twenty-three-year-old son, Victor, who recently joined the

AVH—Hungary’s secret police—raising concerns for his safety in the

turmoil.
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Inside Karoly’s sparsely furnished apartment, they arm themselves with

weapons, knowing the necessity of being prepared amidst the rising

violence. As they navigate the streets towards Pest, they encounter makeshift

barricades and young men organizing defenses against Soviet forces. The

atmosphere is thick with fear and tension, amplified by the lurking presence

of snipers watching their movements.

Among the debris of the protests, Leo discovers flyers bearing the name of

Nikita Khrushchev, indicating the influence of the dissident Fraera, whom

they are seeking. Their search leads them to a soulless café where normalcy

feels jarringly out of place amidst the surrounding chaos. However, their

urgency escalates when they stumble upon a shocking sight: the body of a

young man, hanged and burned—a presumed AVH officer brutally murdered

as a warning. This gruesome scene evokes a visceral response from Karoly,

who in his grief fears his son may be dead.

As he collapses in despair, the gathering crowd expresses hostility towards

Karoly's mourning, viewing it as a betrayal of their revolutionary justice.

Leo urges for their escape, trying to reassure Karoly that Victor is alive, but

the threat from the crowd intensifies. Just when danger seems imminent,

Raisa’s keen instincts and the recognition of Zoya in Karoly’s photographs

diffuse the situation, with an onlooker confirming Zoya’s involvement in the

fighting against the Soviet forces near the Corvin cinema.
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By the chapter's end, the trio’s survival hinges on the recognition of Zoya's

bravery in the ongoing conflict, which not only saves them from potential

harm but ignites a flicker of hope in Karoly that his son may also be safe.

The narrative deftly weaves themes of loyalty, loss, and the complexities of

family ties amid political turmoil, setting the stage for further developments

in their quest for safety and connection in a world unraveling around them.

Key Topic Summary

Setting Soviet-controlled Eastern Europe, specifically Budapest, Hungary
during unrest.

Main
Characters Leo, Raisa, and their guide Karoly.

Journey The group struggles to cover the last 300 kilometers into Budapest
amidst unrest and delays.

Conflict Unrest escalates with radio reports suggesting authorities are losing
control, leading to Karoly's cautious decision.

Atmosphere
upon Arrival

Contrasting quiet of Buda Hill versus the chaos in Pest, gunfire, and
smoke indicating violence.

The Son's
Involvement

Karoly reveals his son Victor has joined the AVH, raising concerns
about his safety.

Preparation They arm themselves in Karoly's apartment, preparing for the violence
erupting around them.

Street
Encounter

They face barricades and encounters with young men organizing
defenses against Soviet forces.
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Key Topic Summary

Discovery Leo finds flyers connected to dissident Fraera, intensifying their
search.

Shocking
Event

They discover the gruesome body of a suspected AVH officer,
provoking a strong reaction from Karoly.

Crowd
Reaction

The crowd turns hostile towards Karoly in mourning, perceiving it as a
betrayal.

Resolution Raisa's instinct and recognition of Zoya leads to a de-escalation,
providing hope for Karoly about Victor's safety.

Themes Loyalty, loss, complexities of family ties amid political turmoil.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of hope in the face of despair

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of adversity and chaos, the chapter

illustrates how hope can serve as a guiding light. Just as Karoly finds a

glimmer of hope for his son's safety, we too can draw strength in our

darkest moments by focusing on the possibilities for change and

resilience. This reminds us that even when circumstances seem dire,

maintaining hope can inspire courage to confront challenges, unify

supporters, and fuel our pursuit of a better future, no matter how

turbulent our lives may become.
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Chapter 55 Summary: SAME DAY

In the chaos of a city under siege, the sudden appearance of a Soviet

 personnel carrier sends the panicked crowd into a frenzy, forcing Raisa to

navigate through the chaos alone. In this critical moment, she is determined

to find her daughter, Zoya, who has survived against all odds. The

hyper-tension and desperation are palpable as Raisa recalls her earlier

realization in Moscow: Zoya could envision a future with her, but not with

Leo, the man who had once been an ally but now feels like a stranger. 

As Raisa moves stealthily through the city, guided by a map provided by

Karoly, a fellow operative, she reflects on the bond between Karoly and Leo,

two former spies entwined in a shared history. She doubts Leo’s

understanding of her motivations, particularly as she embarks on this risky

venture alone, trying to avoid detection while making her way towards the

Corvin cinema, a rumored stronghold for Zoya.

Navigating the desolate Ulloi ut, strewn with remnants of warfare, Raisa

notices a peculiar sight: the road is oddly slick with what appears to be

soaking silk. It seems a trap, which is quickly confirmed as a tank enters the

street, its presence commanding and ominous. Sensing her entrapment,

Raisa manages to find refuge in a nearby shop, but as the tank's weight

crashes through the entrance, she realizes her perilous situation. 
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Just as chaos erupts, with insurgents launching incendiary attacks against the

tank, Raisa must scramble for safety amidst the debris of the crumbling

establishment. As she prepares for a confrontation, she is caught in a tense

moment when she encounters Zoya, who stands armed and conflicted at the

threshold between loyalty and survival. Tension escalates further as a young

Soviet soldier appears, prompting Raisa to act instinctively. In a moment of

violence that both horrifies and motivates her, she shoots the soldier and,

despite the shock of her actions, urges Zoya to escape with her.

However, just as hope stirs between the mother and daughter, another threat

emerges: Fraera, who has been manipulating Zoya's feelings and

perceptions, confronts them at the base of the stairs. In this critical juncture,

Raisa must choose between an attack against Fraera or her daughter’s trust,

now threatened by the gun that Zoya has trained on her. The tension hangs

heavy in the air as Raisa’s maternal instincts battle against the reality of their

treacherous situation, setting the stage for a collision of loyalties that could

determine their fate.
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Chapter 56: SAME DAY

On the same day, Raisa found herself confined in a small, makeshift cell

 after being escorted at gunpoint from a tank, her focus consumed by

thoughts of Zoya, the young girl she deeply cared for. Around her, chaos

reigned: the sounds of fighting filled the air, mingling with the cries of the

injured and the smells of antiseptic and fried food. The building where Raisa

was held was part of a larger conflict, where Fraera and her band of

insurgents were operating.

As she grappled with the overwhelming situation, Raisa’s mind raced back

to her encounters with Zoya and the young Soviet soldier whose life she had

taken. Exhausted and distraught, she allowed herself to cry, haunted by guilt

and fear.

Eventually, Fraera entered, visibly stressed from the demands of her

operation. The tension between the two women was palpable as Raisa

confronted Fraera, insisting that she was there for Zoya. Fraera, however,

appeared unfazed, claiming that Zoya had chosen to join her cause, insisting

that Raisa and Leo had failed to provide the love Zoya needed. Raisa fiercely

contested this, arguing that Fraera's manipulations were merely a facade of

care.

Despite the urgency of her situation, Raisa remained unwavering in her goal
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to rescue Zoya, noting the makeshift medical treatments happening in the

adjoining rooms, the dire situation only adding weight to her arguments.

Fraera dismissed her concerns, asserting that Raisa was not fit to be Zoya’s

mother, further straining their already tumultuous relationship.

As the night fell, Raisa unexpectedly fell asleep, only to awaken in darkness,

cold and alone. Spotting a plate of food on the floor, she noticed the door

was ajar. With her thoughts racing, she considered escape but realized that

she couldn't leave without Zoya. It wasn’t in Zoya's nature to assist in such

an escape, leading Raisa to dismiss the notion of freedom as a moot point.

Just then, a young boy entered and demanded to know why she didn’t

escape. When Raisa insisted she wouldn’t leave without Zoya, he lunged at

her in an attempt to pin her down, wielding a knife. After a tense standoff,

Raisa managed to connect with the boy by mentioning Zoya, revealing his

deep affection for her. Recognizing their shared concern, Raisa urged him to

help her rescue Zoya, contrasting her genuine care with Fraera's

manipulative nature.

The boy, named Malysh, hesitated but eventually responded to Raisa's plea.

He warned her to feign an escape attempt to protect herself and him from

Fraera's wrath before he slipped away, leaving Raisa hopeful yet wary about

the challenges ahead.
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Chapter 57 Summary: SAME DAY

In the midst of chaos, Raisa is forcibly brought from her room by two Vory,

 a term associated with organized crime in Russia, and led onto the balcony

overlooking a crowded courtyard below. At the center stands Fraera, a key

figure in the resistance, who commands the attention of her men and directs

them to step aside. This reveals two men, Leo and Karoly, kneeling before

the crowd with their arms bound—humiliated and vulnerable.

Leo stands, facing the impending threat of Soviet military might. He warns

Fraera that over thirty T-34 tanks are positioned in the city, indicating that

the rebellion is doomed and that the Soviets will indiscriminately execute

anyone bearing arms, including civilians. However, Fraera remains defiant,

arguing that her motives in countering Frol Panin—the Soviet official

behind her predicament—have transformed into a personal vendetta. She

expresses the thrill of exacting revenge not just on individual perpetrators of

her suffering, but against the entire state apparatus that obliterated her life.

The tension escalates when she questions Karoly, Leo's translator, about his

intentions. He admits that either he or Leo was instructed to assassinate her

once the uprising commenced. Leo's shock at this revelation highlights his

naivety, as Fraera scathingly points out that he is merely a pawn in Panin’s

greater scheme.
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Fraera explains her role not as a catalyst for the uprising's inception but as its

sponsor, firmly asserting her belief that even Leo’s potential murder

wouldn’t alter the inevitable tide of Soviet power. The air thickens with

desperation as Leo turns to Zoya, a young fighter who remains steadfast and

determined despite her battle-worn appearance. She fiercely clutches her

weapons, embodying the resistance’s spirit, and resolutely declares their

intention to continue fighting.

In this critical moment, Leo's warnings clash with Zoya's unwavering

resolve: she prioritizes the struggle for freedom over the grim realities of

opposition, championing a collective fight against oppression, even in the

face of certain death. The scene captures the struggle between despair and

defiance, illustrating the complex motivations driving individuals in a

desperate political landscape.
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Chapter 58 Summary: SAME DAY

In the midst of a war-torn landscape, Zoya finds herself lying prone at the

 edge of a collapsed building, using a rifle to spy on enemy tanks positioned

near the Kossuth Bridge—an area crucial to the city’s defense as anticipated

by her mentor Leo. Zoya is caught in a whirlwind of emotions, reflecting on

her unexpected reunion with Leo and grappling with the physical toll of war,

illustrated by her urgent need to relieve herself—a distressing reminder of

her precarious situation. 

Despite the chaos around her, Zoya’s focus is laser-sharp as she surveys the

scene through her scope. She recalls the lessons learned from her comrade,

Fraera, about targeting enemy officers as a tactical priority. But her moment

of clarity is shattered by the overwhelming guilt that rises within her as she

prepares to potentially take another life. This internal conflict intensifies

when she suddenly vomits, a visceral reaction to the weight of her imminent

decision.

Just as Zoya steadies herself to fire at a wounded Soviet soldier who is

struggling to reach safety, her concentration is interrupted by Malysh, a

fellow combatant. He instinctively pushes her rifle down, urging caution as

they observe the unfolding scenario. Instead of advancing, the tanks begin to

retreat back across the bridge, a development that leaves them both puzzled

and uncertain. The change in direction raises questions about the enemy’s
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strategy and the unpredictable nature of warfare, forcing Zoya and Malysh to

reassess their positions amidst a ceaseless battle for survival.

This chapter not only captures Zoya's emotional turmoil as she grapples with

the implications of her actions in war but also introduces Malysh as a

grounding presence, serving as a reminder of their shared humanity even in

the midst of violence. Their interaction highlights the complexities of

combat, where each decision carries heavy consequences, both on the

battlefield and within the conscience.
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Chapter 59 Summary: SAME DAY

On the same day, sensing skepticism surrounding their movement, Fraera

 launched a victory tour through the streets of Sztalin ut, accompanied by her

loyal supporters, Leo, Raisa, and Karoly, as well as the remnants of her

gang. The atmosphere was charged with both hope and tension. Leo

observed that there were fewer members of the vory, the criminal fraternity,

with Fraera and Malysh being the only notable exceptions in the group. The

dwindling numbers reflected the harsh realities of revolutionary life, which

many had forsaken amid the violent turmoil in Hungary.

Despite the high spirits, Leo struggled to entertain the notion of a Hungarian

victory, given the overwhelming strength of the Red Army, considered one

of the most formidable military forces globally. As the group marched on,

Leo noted that the Soviet presence had vanished from the city, suggesting

that their grip was faltering. This chaotic landscape was a blend of courage

and desperation, as insurgents fought fiercely, albeit without a clear strategy

against an adversary that decisively outmatched them.

Fraera led them to the headquarters of the AVH, Hungary's secret police,

where she pronounced their abandonment as a sign of victory. Inside, people

scoured through files that held secrets about their pasts—documents

revealing betrayals by acquaintances, generating emotional turmoil among

the citizens. Leo empathized with their anguish as they learned about the
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betrayals, the files serving as painful reflections of shattered trust.

Making their way down to the basement, Fraera led the group through the

chilling remnants of oppression—the cells where many had faced

unimaginable horrors. Here, Leo watched Zoya grasp Malysh’s hand, feeling

frustrated by their shared intimacy amidst the starkness of the location.

Surprisingly, even Fraera, who outwardly projected strength, seemed

impacted by the memories of her own past within these walls and proposed a

drink to mark this somber yet liberating moment.

Later, in the courtyard of her apartment complex, Fraera organized a

celebratory gathering, exuberantly open to all. She provided lavish drinks,

including champagne, once reserved for the elite, marking the occasion with

fire and revelry. As flames consumed effigies of Stalin and his Hungarian

counterpart Rakosi, a cigány band brought music to the festive atmosphere,

the sound initially cautious but quickly transforming into a vibrant

celebration.

Leo and Raisa remained somewhat apart from the festivities, under guard,

while Zoya indulgently enjoyed the celebration, encouraging Malysh to join

her in dance. As Zoya playfully pulled Malysh into the joy of the moment,

the two shared a connection that shielded them from the surrounding chaos.

The night culminated in a blur of music, firelight, and shared moments, yet

the uncertainty of what the future held for them lingered, particularly
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highlighted in Fraera’s ambiguous intentions regarding their fate.
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Chapter 60: 30 OCTOBER

### Summary of the Chapter

As the chapter unfolds, we find ourselves in the remnants of a recently

extinguished fire where a group of revelers has dispersed, leaving behind a

somber atmosphere. Malysh and Zoya snuggle under a blanket while the

intoxicated Karoly hums softly, attempting to drown out the pain in his leg.

The dynamic leader Fraera, full of restless energy, proposes they venture out

of their cramped surroundings to explore the ministerial villas on the Buda

slopes, marking a moment of newfound freedom for the city after years of

oppression.

The group, now including Malysh, Zoya, the vory (a term for a member of

the criminal underworld), and Fraera's Hungarian interpreter, crosses the

Danube River to find a gated villa that historically belonged to the

oppressive leader Rakosi. Fraera's confrontational spirit shines as she orders

the guards to leave, claiming the villa as public property, a symbol of their

reclamation from a fallen regime. With a hint of dark humor, Karoly

reminisces about his past interactions with Rakosi, revealing a torturous

loyalty to the regime he now scorns.

Inside the villa, they are met with the stark reality of decay—a stark contrast
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to the opulence it once embodied. While exploring the luxurious yet

abandoned spaces, Zoya discovers a decrepit swimming pool, and the duo,

Leo and Zoya, momentarily reconnect as they sift through spoiled food in

the fridge. But their moment together is soon interrupted by Fraera, who

insists Zoya confront the giant portrait of Stalin that looms over the living

room. With a knife in her hand, Zoya is prodded to disfigure the image of

her family's murderer, but she cannot bring herself to act, leading to a violent

confrontation between her and Fraera.

Suddenly, the scene shifts as Fräera awakens Leo and others, urging them to

rush out in response to news regarding missing AVH officers—agents from

the former regime who have been found hiding at the Communist Party

headquarters. The group hurries towards the chaos in Republic Square,

where they witness the headquarters under siege by an insurgent force. As

gunfire erupts, Fraera takes charge, guiding others through the mayhem,

showcasing her fearless yet reckless nature.

As they arrive, they see the execution of captured AVH officers unfold in

front of a crowd of ecstatic fighters and journalists. Tension escalates when

Karoly sees his son among the captured, desperately attempting to protect

him but only to watch him suffer a brutal fate at the hands of the enraged

mob. The scene becomes a juxtaposition of Karoly's frantic paternal instinct

against the mob's thirst for vengeance.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Faced with the possibility of saving the young man, Leo makes a harrowing

decision. In a moment of desperation, he takes aim and fires, but the agony

does not end there. The fallout is catastrophic as both Karoly and his son

meet a fiery death, incited by the collective rage of the mob. This brutal act

serves as a poignant commentary on the cycle of anger, grief, and violence

that consumes them all, as the crowd begins to disperse in the wake of the

despairing scene that unfolded, leaving behind memories marked by horror

rather than hope.
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Chapter 61 Summary: SAME DAY

On the same day, amidst the chaotic backdrop of a celebration filled with

 hungover vory gang members and exuberant Hungarian students, Malysh

sought refuge in the kitchen of their cramped apartment. He created a

makeshift bed under the table, clutching Zoya's trembling hands as she

battled the trauma of their circumstances. The arrival of Fraera, a volatile

figure brandishing a gun in one hand and a bottle of champagne in the other,

heightened the tension. While her promises of a lively party in one of the

city squares filled with roasted pigs and no police presence together offered

hope, Zoya’s body language betrayed her discomfort, especially as she

sensed Fraera’s presence.

Fraera's insistence that they embrace the freedom of their shared struggle

contrasted sharply with Zoya’s fraught state of mind. Memories of fallen

soldiers and the symbolic resonance of those masses, both dead and alive,

weighed heavily on them. Malysh, understanding the urgency of their

situation, proposed an escape: they would flee together that night, without

involving Fraera, who might reveal their plans.

As Zoya drifted in and out of sleep, she fantasized about a tranquil life on a

remote farm, envisioning a place of safety and freedom. Upon awakening to

the darkened apartment, she noticed Malysh had prepared a bundle of

essentials—evidence of his resolve. As they made their way out, Zoya
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hesitated, conflicted by thoughts of Leo and Raisa, friends trapped in their

own peril.

Suddenly, Fraera emerged from the shadows, her words flavored with

manipulation as she taunted Zoya about her hesitation to leave. Malysh

attempted to assert their independence, invoking the very freedoms Fraera

championed. Her challenge was simple yet gruesome: if they wished to earn

their escape, they must draw blood—a test of bravery and resolve. 

Malysh, caught between fear for Zoya’s safety and the grit to fight, found

himself paralyzed. Fraera’s insights cut deeper, exposing how their

emotional bonds rendered them vulnerable. In a moment of desperation, he

charged at her but was easily overpowered, leading to his defeat and

humiliation as she held the knife he had driven forward.

In a twist of fate, Leo and Raisa awaited them inside their apartment, with

Zoya now caught in Fraera's grasp. The tension escalated as Fraera revealed

claims that would shatter their fragile emotions, asserting that Malysh was

Raisa's son, a revelation that threatened to fracture their already precarious

bond. Each character, previously driven by a sense of loyalty and love, now

faced the harsh shadows of betrayal and the dire choices lurking on the

horizon.
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Chapter 62 Summary: SAME DAY

In this tense chapter, the emotional weight of betrayal, loss, and identity

 unfolds as conversations among characters reveal painful truths. The

narrative is set against the backdrop of a war-torn society, where personal

histories are deeply intertwined with the trauma of conflict.

Leo anxiously anticipates Raisa's response to the dark revelations that

surround her past. When she confesses, her voice is heavy with grief: "My

son is dead." Fraera, a character laden with secrets and holding a threatening

demeanor, interjects with a smirk, shedding light on the circumstances of

Raisa's son—born not of love but as a brutal consequence of war. Soldiers,

in their ruthless entitlement, had repeatedly assaulted her, resulting in a child

that Raisa initially embraced despite her pain.

However, Fraera’s taunts reveal the bitter truth of Raisa’s abandonment.

Fraera scoffs at Raisa’s justifications of being sick and homeless when she

left her son in an orphanage. The contrast between the two women is stark;

Fraera glorifies maternal devotion, claiming she would never have

surrendered her child, no matter the circumstances, highlighting a divide in

their experiences as mothers.

Raisa's steady but drained demeanor suggests a woman haunted by her past.

She had promised herself to return for her son, but when she did, she was
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met with the tragic news of his death from typhus—an account she

unwittingly believed. Yet, Fraera’s revelation unveils a darker reality: many

children, including Raisa’s son, evaded death by running away, their fates

concealed by orphanage lies.

The narrative takes a turn when Malysh, a young boy previously introduced

as a pickpocket, realizes his own connection to this tragic past. He reflects

on a moment when he stole from Leo, not knowing that his actions were tied

to a quest for belonging. Fraera admits that her initial interest in Malysh was

driven by her desire for revenge against Raisa but eventually transformed

into genuine affection, equating her intentions to a twisted form of family.

As tensions rise, Fraera makes it clear that the familial bonds Leo yearns for

are now a source of cruel machination. In a final, chilling statement, she

informs Leo that he has now acquired a family filled with turmoil, a

reminder that love can be intricately linked with vengeance.

The chapter ends on a note of despair, as the characters grapple with their

realities—the fragile thread of motherhood, the scars of war, and the webs of

deception that entangle them all. The emotional and psychological stakes are

high, leaving readers to ponder the complexities of love, loss, and the quest

for truth in a world marred by violence.
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Chapter 63 Summary: SAME DAY

In this tense chapter, the emotional landscape deepens as Raisa confronts the

 reality of her past and its implications on her present. The chapter begins

with Raisa facing Malysh, a young boy who has been raised at an orphanage

and whom she now grapples with acknowledging as her son. Malysh,

displaying signs of vulnerability and confusion, expresses his desire to know

his true origins. His existence challenges Raisa's recollections and emotions

about motherhood, guilt, and loss.

Zoya, a character caught between loyalty and disillusionment, firmly rejects

the notion of familial ties, emphasizing Raisa's abandonment. Her blunt

assertion that Raisa is not her mother encapsulates both her pain and her

need to shield herself from betrayal. Malysh, not fully understanding the

complexities of his identity, recounts his vague memories of the orphanage,

including a tree in the courtyard, as he seeks a connection to his roots.

Raisa struggles with her tumultuous emotions, revealing to Leo—her

companion—that she had to give up her child during a typhus epidemic.

Here, she discloses the grief that continues to haunt her, confessing that

Malysh is not her biological son, even though he stirs feelings within her.

This revelation reiterates the painful severance between past and present,

leaving Raisa to speculate about how someone like Fraera, a manipulative

figure with a vested interest in their lives, has twisted the truth surrounding
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Malysh's identity.

As the chapter progresses, the mood shifts with the introduction of a meal

shared among the characters, orchestrated by Fraera. Zoya, initially resistant

to group interaction, eventually joins in but remains emotionally distant. The

dialogue reveals Malysh’s yearning to learn, challenged by Zoya’s

dismissive attitude towards Raisa's offers of help. Meanwhile, Leo attempts

to bridge the gap between Zoya and her estranged mother, Elena, but his

effort is met with silence and rejection, highlighting Zoya's struggle with her

past.

As the chapter closes, Leo awakens to a somber morning marked by heavy

snowfall. The once-thriving city, now shrouded in silence, mirrors the

characters' internal strife and the weight of unresolved histories. The absence

of children playing in the snow reflects a stark contrast to typical joy

associated with such imagery, underscoring a palpable sense of unease

permeating their lives post-liberation. This foreshadows the challenges that

lie ahead as each character confronts their realities amidst the remnants of

their shared past.
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Chapter 64: 4 NOVEMBER

In the chaos of a city under siege on November 4th, Leo is jolted awake by

 the sound of a jet overhead, soon followed by a sequence of explosions that

demonstrate the escalating violence. The dark apartment transforms into a

scene of panic as Leo and his companions—Raisa, Malysh, and

Zoya—gather at the window, where Leo grimly informs them, "They’re

back," referring to the return of enemy forces. 

As explosions rock the building, Leo quickly shuffles everyone to safety, but

a sudden blast causes the roof to collapse, throwing them to the ground amid

debris. Fighting through disorientation, Leo checks on his friends and

collaborates with Raisa to pry open the door using a beam. Malysh, ever

resourceful, discovers a way out through the wreckage, leading them through

a gap into an adjoining room and out into the haunted corridor where dread

hangs thick in the air.

Outside, the courtyard is filled with residents paralyzed by fear, torn

between the safety of their homes and the dangers lurking in the streets. In

the midst of uncertainty, Malysh rushes back into danger, returning with

weapons—ammunition, grenades, and a gun—arguing that they need to arm

themselves for survival. Raisa, concerned for his safety, opposes him, but

Leo makes the decisive call, requesting the weapon as explosions underscore

the urgency of their plight.
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As they navigate through the panic-stricken crowd towards the passageway,

Leo is confronted by Fraera, a figure from their past who now stands armed

on the roof. This encounter reveals her twisted motivations; she wields a

camera and declares her intent to expose the truth about their country’s

corruption, welcoming destruction as a form of revenge. She reveals a cruel

irony: she believes that their pain is a greater punishment than death. Leo's

apologetic acknowledgment of their dark chapter only intensifies the

tension, but it becomes clear that Fraera’s vendetta has eclipsed any personal

connection they once shared.

In a moment heavy with foreboding, Leo heads towards the exit, expecting

the fatal crack of a gunshot. Instead, Fraera allows them to pass unharmed,

vanishing from sight and leaving Leo and his companions free yet

profoundly changed, grappling with the consequences of their circumstances

and the haunting legacy of choices made.
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Chapter 65 Summary: SAME DAY

Chapter Summary: The Desperate Escape

As dawn broke over Budapest, Leo found himself hiding inside the torn

remains of an abandoned café, his hands wrapped in tablecloths to protect

against shards of glass. Outside, the Red Army's T-54 tanks patrolled the

street, showcasing a military strength that had escalated since previous

encounters. These tanks, heavier and more destructive than their

predecessors, symbolized a brutal new phase of the Soviet strategy following

initial uprisings that challenged their authority. Each solitary bullet fired at

their armored might resulted in the complete devastation of buildings,

leaving behind chaotic destruction as the city endured an indiscriminate

siege.

Amidst this turmoil, Leo witnessed three young men preparing Molotov

cocktails—a futile gesture, as the firebombs would be ineffective against the

T-54s’ advanced armor. As the men bravely charged forward to attack, their

effort resulted in flames engulfing the rear of a tank, but instead of retreating

from the fiery assault, the soldiers inside turned their weaponry towards the

café, causing Leo and the others to retreat deeper into the wreckage.

Trapped in fear, Leo and his companions—Raisa, Zoya, and
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Malysh—debated their options for escape. The suggestion to crawl across

the rooftops raised concerns of exposure and entrapment, but remaining in

the café was equally dangerous. With false bravado, Malysh pretended he

could handle the jump to the adjacent roof, and after some hurried

preparations, Zoya was lifted onto the ledge, followed by Raisa, then Leo.

Once on the roof, they froze, aware of their precarious position above the

unfolding chaos below. The skyline was marred by smoke and the thunder of

fighter jets, making every movement fraught with danger. Pushing forward

cautiously, they suddenly found themselves facing a daunting

challenge—their escape route blocked by a tank positioned at the

intersection.

Just as Leo realized their vulnerability, he spotted two women below

dangling a modified Hungarian flag—a symbol of defiance. Panicked, he

signaled his friends to move, but as they did, a nearby explosion sent debris

crashing around them. The shock jolted Malysh, Zoya, and Raisa, who

swiftly fought to regain their balance. In the midst of chaos, Malysh lost his

footing, and Zoya's attempt to help inadvertently pulled her down too.

In a gripping moment, Leo managed to stabilise the precarious situation, but

just as they steadied themselves, the tank once again began to target their

location. With nowhere left to hide, Leo made a desperate decision to jump

down from the collapsed roof, hoping to evade further destruction. To his
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horror, he witnessed Malysh sprinting towards the tank, a grenade in

hand—a reckless but brave act that could either seal their fate or become

their salvation.

Racing against time, Leo fired at the tank's hatch to protect Malysh, who

executed a daring climb to deliver his grenade. As the explosive detonated,

engulfing the tank in flames, Malysh was thrown back onto the pavement.

Leo's initial relief was short-lived; as he rushed to check on Malysh, he

discovered a grave wound—a deep gash across Malysh's abdomen, with no

exit wound evident—an ominous sign as they faced the reality of their

perilous situation amidst the chaos of war. 

Now, not only were they fighting against tanks and machines, but they were

also grappling with the life-and-death stakes of their own survival in a city

under siege.
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Chapter 66 Summary: SAME DAY

In the chaos of a war-torn city, Leo rushed into the Second Medical Clinic

 with Malysh, a young boy gravely injured in his arms. Accompanied by

Zoya and Raisa, Leo navigated through the perilous streets, wary of

patrolling tanks. As they entered the clinic, the entrance was a grim scene,

filled with the injured, some supported by family while others lay helplessly

on the floor, surrounded by blood.

Leo sought out a doctor among the crowd, watching as the medical staff

hastily assessed patients with little time for each. When Leo finally managed

to get the doctor’s attention, he could tell from the brief, somber shake of the

head that Malysh’s wounds were fatal. The doctor had confirmed Leo’s

worst fears: the boy was suffering from a deep, life-threatening injury caused

by shrapnel to his liver.

Zoya, distraught and desperate for reassurance, questioned why no one was

helping Malysh. As Leo, a soldier, understood the reality of their situation,

he found himself at a loss for words. In a moment of desperation, Zoya tried

to engage the doctor directly but was rebuffed by the crowd, ultimately

pushed aside. Raisa helped her to her feet, but the emotions continued to

overwhelm Zoya as she pleaded with Leo to save Malysh.

In a final moment of connection, Malysh whispered that he didn’t want to
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die in the clinic. Understanding the unyielding circumstances, Leo took

Malysh outside to a quieter, desolate spot away from the blood and noise. In

the dead flowerbeds, Leo sat with Malysh cradled against him, while Zoya

sat beside them, grasping Malysh’s hand. Raisa paced, still hoping to find

something to alleviate the boy’s pain, but Leo knew the clinic's resources

had been exhausted long ago.

As they shared their final moments, Malysh spoke faintly, revealing

awareness that the person he’d believed to be his mother had lied about their

relationship. Zoya, filled with love and sorrow, expressed her wish to be his

mother, telling him about dreams of a happy life on a farm, near a forest and

river where they could swim together in the summer. Malysh, too weak to

respond, succumbed to sleep beside her, as they imagined a future that

would never be. In this poignant moment, love and loss intertwined under

the weight of war's harsh reality.
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Chapter 67 Summary: SAME DAY

On the same day of mounting chaos and destruction, Fraera found herself

 atop the remnants of a once-sturdy roof, now reduced to rubble. Gone was

her firearm; in its place, she wielded a camera, capturing the devastation

unfolding around her. These images, soon to be published globally, would

serve as haunting reminders of the violence that plagued her city, although

the anonymity of her source would remain a shield against the oppressive

regime.

For the first time in nearly seven years, Fraera stood alone, bereft of her son

Malysh, and the protection of her gang, which had disbanded in the wake of

escalating conflicts. The vory, her companions and protectors, had scattered,

leaving her to navigate the dangers alone. Amidst the turmoil, only Zsolt

Polgar, her translator, had remained steadfast by her side, ultimately paying

the ultimate price for his beliefs. As he lay dying—a poignant moment

captured in her lens—Fraera realized how wrong she had been about his

resolve.

With just three photographs left on her roll, hope and despair intertwined as

she noticed a fighter jet circling ominously in the distance. As the MIG

prepared for its assault, she raised her camera one last time, focusing intently

on the approaching danger. When the aircraft dropped into an attack

position, she braced herself for the inevitable explosion. As tiles shattered
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around her, she aimed to immortalize the moment, certain that her final shot

would capture the raw essence of the struggle—the culmination of her

journey and an indelible mark on the world. In this moment of chaos, she

felt that her artistry and truth would speak volumes, transcending her

personal loss and the grief of a city that had witnessed too much suffering.
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Chapter 68: SOVIET UNION

Chapter Summary:

In the Soviet Union's Moscow on 19 November, Leo begins his first day at

work in a bakery, his hands dusted with flour and his face heated from the

ovens. As he extracts a batch of freshly baked loaves, his colleague, Filipp,

interrupts him with news of a visitor: Frol Panin, a dignified man with an air

of superiority, steps into the shop. Leo perceives Panin’s condescension but

recalls his comprehensive service as a baker, capable of preparing a variety

of breads tailored to any specification—including rye with coriander or

honey-sweetened varieties.

Panin samples the bread, complimenting it without any trace of remorse for

his past betrayals or collaboration with enemies that put Leo in peril. During

their conversation, Panin assures Leo that the oppressive era of Stalinism is

drawing to a close. He emphasizes that there will be no going back to mass

arrests or the dreadful camps, explaining that reforms must proceed

discreetly and without acknowledging past wrongs. Leo, though resentful of

his situation and his erstwhile adversary's presence, cannot help but admire

Panin's pragmatism. He realizes he is alive merely due to Panin’s practical

decision-making after the failed uprising and the death of fellow rebel

Fraera.
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Struggling with complex feelings of loss, Leo confronts Panin on his

motives, expressing his dismay over a life that appears lost. Panin,

maintaining a façade of cooperative intent, invites Leo to join his team,

stating that individuals like him are valuable—an assertion that hangs heavy

in the air. When Leo cynically questions whether Panin's invitation includes

reopening the homicide department, Panin replies that they are not yet

prepared for such steps.

Through their dialogue, Panin offers a veiled apology for his past actions—a

gesture Leo reluctantly acknowledges. As they part ways, Leo seizes the

moment to request a favor from Panin, hinting at a potential collaborative

future despite the underlying tensions of their relationship. This exchange

sets the stage for Leo’s navigation between his moral convictions and the

daunting realities of a changing political landscape.
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Chapter 69 Summary: SAME DAY

In the same day, at the reception of the Moscow Conservatory, Leo Demidov

 sought out Piotr Orlov, a renowned young violinist. Upon finding him in a

rehearsal room, Leo introduced himself, mentioning Frol Panin's name,

which softened Orlov's demeanor. The room was sparse, equipped with a

piano and a music stand, and Orlov held his violin, ready to assist.

Leo presented a burnt sheet of music, a remnant of a counterrevolutionary

composer named Kirill, who had been lost to time and presumed dead. The

paper had a hole burned through it, a relic from seven years ago, when Leo

had impulsively extinguished the flames of its destruction. Orlov examined

the few surviving notes, and Leo, lacking musical knowledge, requested to

hear it played. Contrary to his expectations, Orlov’s rendition was lively and

captivating. However, Leo soon realized that the violinist's performance

could not be derived from the limited notes provided, leading to a moment

of confusion. 

Orlov clarified, revealing that the piece was, in fact, performed recently and

that Kirill was alive. This revelation shocked Leo, prompting him to seek

further clarity on the matter.

Later that day, Leo arrived at an upscale apartment building, where he

encountered a servile doorman, who was hesitant to let him in without an
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appointment to meet the composer Robert Meshik. However, Leo pressed

on, presenting the burnt sheet of music as his pass. The doorman eventually

led him to a studio where Meshik awaited, the charred paper in hand.

In a candid conversation, Meshik confided his background—once a friend

and admirer of Kirill, he had felt compelled to imitate and replicate the

young composer’s work after Kirill's arrest and presumed death. Grieving

for his friend, Meshik recounted how he had taken credit for Kirill's

compositions after only making minor changes to them, basking in the

success and adoration that followed. He expressed his remorse for not

declaring Kirill’s authorship, revealing a complex mix of admiration and

guilt.

When Leo questioned whether Meshik would face arrest, Meshik was taken

aback when Leo clarified that he lacked the authority to do so, leading to the

musician's musings about revealing the truth publicly. Leo's response cast

doubt on the consequences of such a confession, challenging Meshik’s

motives and the likely reception of a revelation that could mar his reputation

and legacy.

As snow began to settle outside, marking a poignant contrast to their heavy

conversation, Leo pondered the implications of declaring the truth: a

betrayal of the state, a revelation of the stolen legacy of a genius, and the

inevitable fallout that would come from it. The story deftly sets up the
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turbulent interplay between artistic integrity, the burden of guilt, and the

personal stakes when a past shrouded in tragedy collides with the present.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 70 Summary: SAME DAY

Same Day: A Summary of Zoya's Struggle with Grief and Family

On a snowy day in Moscow, Zoya finds herself on the rooftop of her friends

Leo and Raisa’s apartment, grappling with her feelings of isolation and loss.

Each day, she climbs to this perch, a safe retreat overlooking a city devoid of

the violence and chaos she witnessed during her time in Budapest. The peace

feels surreal to her, a liminal space that underscores her emotional turmoil.

Zoya reflects on the absence of Malysh, a fellow refugee and cherished

companion whom they buried in Budapest rather than leaving him in an

anonymous grave. This loss weighs heavily on her heart; he had provided

her with companionship and a sense of belonging that now feels

unreachable.

As she reminisces about Malysh, Zoya feels a distance from the city and her

family. She recalls the care taken while laying him to rest, marking his grave

with his name and a heart, a testament to her love and sorrow. Initially,

Raisa had worried about Zoya's welfare, fearing for her safety on the

rooftop, but she has since come to understand that Zoya needs this space to

process her grief alone.

Later, as Raisa cleans up after dinner, she sees Zoya appearing at the door,
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covered in snow and visibly cold. Raisa offers her warmth and food, but the

deeper concern lies with Zoya's internal struggles. Zoya confesses she is

reluctant to share the harrowing truths of her recent past with her sister,

Elena, who has just returned home from the hospital. For Elena, Zoya's

return has been a joyous miracle that has restored her will to live, and guilt

floods Zoya's heart at the thought of shattering that happiness with dark

realities.

When Leo arrives home, Zoya presses the two of them for support, fearing

that her revelation will cause Elena to resent her. As she struggles with the

desire to protect her sister from pain, she seeks reassurance about whether

Elena could ever forgive her for the secrets she harbors. Their moment of

bonding is interrupted as Elena appears in her nightgown, bubbly and bright,

much improved since they found her in a state of near collapse.

In a bid to ease the tension, Leo interjects with a promise to tell Elena a

bedtime story, one that he has created just for her. This lighthearted gesture

provides a buffer for Zoya, allowing her the time to remain with her feelings

while quietly deciding how to bridge the gap between her profound sense of

loss and her sister’s newfound joy. 

This chapter encapsulates Zoya's emotional complexity, her struggle with

survivor’s guilt, and her deep desire to protect Elena from the harsh realities

she has endured. It also demonstrates the bonds of love and the power of
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storytelling as a means to connect, even amid pain and uncertainty.
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