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About the book

For those who cherish stories with heart, humor, and unexpected romance,

"The Wall of Winnipeg and Me" by Mariana Zapata is a tale that will hold

you captive from the first page. At its core, this novel explores the delicate

dance between two seemingly opposite worlds—the professional grit of

sports and the earnest pursuit of dreams that many believe are just out of

reach. Enter Vanessa Mazur, a fiercely independent woman who spent years

shadowed by the grueling yet thrilling world of professional football,

managing the household affairs of the indomitable Aiden Graves, a titan on

the field. Just when Vanessa decides to step away from her underappreciated

role to chase her own aspirations, she's whisked back by a surprising,

life-altering proposition from "The Wall of Winnipeg" himself. Mariana

Zapata crafts a love story with refreshing authenticity, where witty banter,

slow-burn tension, and self-discovery blend seamlessly into a narrative that

celebrates patience, perseverance, and the unexpected rewards of opening

one's heart.
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About the author

**Mariana Zapata** is a talented and beloved author, known for her

captivating and heartfelt contemporary romance novels, where slow-burn

romances take center stage. Building a legion of dedicated readers, Mariana

has developed a unique writing style that meticulously unfolds the

relationship between characters, allowing emotions and stories to simmer

and grow before reaching a satisfying crescendo. Born in Texas, USA, and

deeply connected to her Latina roots, Zapata brings passion and authenticity

to her narratives, drawing inspiration from a myriad of diverse influences.

From her debut in 2013, Mariana has published a series of highly acclaimed

novels that have climbed bestseller lists, including "The Wall of Winnipeg

and Me," firmly establishing her as a prominent voice in the world of

romance literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

Chapter One Summary:

In the first chapter, we're introduced to Vanessa, the assistant to the

formidable football player Aiden "The Wall of Winnipeg" Graves. Vanessa's

internal frustrations with Aiden are palpable; she fantasizes about quitting

and laments about his demanding nature. Despite working diligently to

manage his life and career, Vanessa feels underappreciated. Aiden, who had

suffered a significant injury, adds to his irritable demeanor. Their first

meeting reveals Aiden's focus on finding someone who can cook vegan

meals and manage his operational needs, which Vanessa agrees to, primarily

due to financial pressures and a desire to start her own graphic design

business. Over two years, Vanessa grows accustomed to his quirks but

remains aware of how distant their professional relationship is. As she

contemplates resigning, she reflects on her aspirations and past experiences,

concluding the chapter determined to tell Aiden she's leaving.

Chapter Two Summary:

Vanessa informs Trevor, Aiden's manager, about her decision to quit, but

Trevor is unbothered, focused instead on the inconvenience her departure
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will cause. Vanessa recalls the sacrifices she made during her tenure, like

caring for Aiden through his injury and continuously supporting him in his

career without acknowledgment. Aiden's indifference to her leaving further

underscores their transactional relationship. While dealing with Aiden's

small but numerous requests, Vanessa manages her client work and personal

life alongside her job. A conversation with her best friend Diana about a

familiar face from their past stirs old memories, emphasizing Vanessa's

resolve to take charge of her life. As she reflects on her fears of failure and

the unpredictability of life, Vanessa is prepared to step into the unknown and

pursue her true calling.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In Chapters Two and Three, the protagonist, Vanessa, is on the verge of

 significant change as she decides to quit her job as an assistant to the

famous athlete, Aiden Graves, known as "The Wall of Winnipeg." She has

worked for him for two years, investing a tremendous amount of time and

energy, only to feel undervalued and unappreciated by both Aiden and his

manager, Trevor. Vanessa approaches Trevor via video chat, unfazed by his

attempts to make her stay by offering more money or other concessions. She

is adamant about quitting to pursue her dreams and focus on her passion for

graphic design.

Vanessa's realization is accompanied by nostalgia and some bitterness as she

reflects on the sacrifices she made for Aiden, including spending birthday

evenings alone, which received no acknowledgment in return. Despite the

opportunity to remain in a stable yet unrewarding position, Vanessa feels

liberated by her decision to leave, recognizing that she is expendable to

Aiden, who does not even request her to stay.

In Chapter Three, Vanessa accompanies Aiden to a training session at a

specialized facility, where she captures pictures for his social media. The

presence of Aiden is intimidating yet familiar, characterized by disciplined

dedication devoid of warmth. During the session, Vanessa encounters

Christian, a teammate whose presence instills discomfort. He engages her in
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conversation, but it is Aiden's public dismissal of her, telling her curtly to

leave, that ultimately cements her resolve to quit.

Vanessa tries to brush off Aiden's behavior, reminded that she doesn’t have

to endure this demeaning treatment any longer. Upon arriving back at

Aiden’s home, she is greeted by Zac, another athlete and friend, whose

easy-going personality offers her a contrasting glimpse of kindness and

friendship. Their conversation reveals the depth of her current unhappiness

and longing for a career aligned with her passions.

Vanessa's encounter with Zac and his supportive attitude solidifies her

decision, encouraging her to embrace change. She is motivated to shed the

role of an undervalued assistant and pursue her aspiration to be a successful

graphic designer, unhindered by the demanding life in Aiden's shadow. Her

resignation represents not just a personal but a professional turning point,

inspired by the realization that she has to live the life she wants actively. 

These chapters highlight Vanessa's struggle between loyalty to a thankless

job and her desire to follow her dreams, laying the foundation for her

journey of self-empowerment and independence.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

Chapter Three Summary:

The chapter begins with Vanessa, the protagonist, accompanying Aiden

Graves, a star player in the National Football Organization (NFO), to his

training facility in Dallas. Aiden, known as "The Wall of Winnipeg" due to

his prowess on the field, is portrayed as a dedicated athlete with a strong

work ethic, yet he is somewhat reclusive and not particularly friendly.

Vanessa is Aiden's assistant, responsible for managing his social media and

other personal tasks.

Aiden has been training in seclusion in Colorado to escape the media

spotlight and continue his recovery with his high school coach. Vanessa

details Aiden's intense training routine, his adherence to a plant-based diet,

and how he painstakingly avoids substances like preservatives and steroids,

debunking any rumors of performance-enhancing drug use.

Vanessa's reflections reveal her growing discontent with her role. Despite

contributing significantly to Aiden's public image and day-to-day life, she

feels underappreciated, especially when Aiden orders her to leave during a

training session without any courtesy. The situation is compounded by an

encounter with Christian, a seemingly untrustworthy teammate, further
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highlighting Vanessa's discomfort within her role.

Upon returning to Aiden's house, Vanessa encounters Zac Travis, a friend

and the second-string quarterback of Aiden's team, who contrasts Aiden with

his friendly demeanor. Vanessa shares her plan to quit her job, much to Zac's

supportive approval. Zac is portrayed as Vanessa’s confidant and an

easy-going presence in her life, providing a sense of relief from the stress

associated with her work for Aiden.

Chapter Four Summary:

Vanessa wakes up for a hectic day, setting the tone for the chapter as things

quickly start to go awry. She discovers a flat tire, staining her pants, and then

dives into her usual morning routine for Aiden, which includes preparing his

breakfast, much of which is centered around Aiden's strict diet and exercise

regimen.

As the morning progresses, Aiden's behavior sours further. He becomes

overtly rude during a radio interview, responding curtly to Vanessa's

attempts at pleasantries and escalating tension between them. Despite

Vanessa's efforts to be professional, Aiden dismisses her opinion harshly,

leaving Vanessa seething internally but trying to maintain composure.
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Back at home, Vanessa overhears Aiden having a heated phone conversation,

hinting at potential turmoil with his career plans, which further unsettles her.

The chapter follows Vanessa's growing realization that her loyalty and hard

work are not reciprocated or appreciated by Aiden.

The tension peaks when Trevor, Aiden's manager, visits during a TV crew's

arrival for an interview at Aiden's house. Vanessa becomes the target of

Trevor's and, indirectly, Aiden's insensitivity, with offensive remarks about

her appearance and dismissive attitudes toward her resignation plans. This

becomes the tipping point for Vanessa as she finally decides to quit for real,

resolving not to tolerate any more disrespect.

The chapter concludes with Vanessa making her exit, leaving her job behind

and bidding a bittersweet farewell to Zac, the only ally she feels she has in

Aiden's household. Embracing her newfound independence, Vanessa asserts

her self-worth, departing with both relief and determination to pursue her

own path.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Self-Worth and Independence

Critical Interpretation: This chapter of 'The Wall of Winnipeg and Me'

shines a spotlight on the importance of recognizing your self-worth

and taking control of your own narrative, much like Vanessa does

when she decides to leave her job. Vanessa inspires us to realize that

it's essential to value ourselves and our contributions, even when

others might not. In moments of doubt or discomfort, choosing to

prioritize your own well-being and happiness, as Vanessa does, can

open the door to new opportunities and personal growth. Her

determination to stand up for herself and the resolution to pursue a

path where she is appreciated sets a powerful example. It's a reminder

that we are never confined to our circumstances; instead, we have the

agency to redefine them by stepping into a new chapter with courage

and hope.
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Chapter 4: 

Chapter Four and Five Summary:

In Chapter Four, Vanessa, a personal assistant to Aiden, a professional

athlete nicknamed "The Wall of Winnipeg," wakes up on what she suspects

will be a bad day. Her instincts prove correct when she encounters a series of

minor mishaps and her routine obligations with Aiden. The day degenerates

further during a radio interview where Aiden's moody and dismissive

demeanor escalates, a pattern Vanessa can no longer tolerate. Despite

enduring insults from Aiden's manager, Trevor, and overhearing them

discussing her replacement dismissively, Vanessa decides she's had enough.

Trevor even calls Vanessa a "dinner roll," implying she is overweight, which

deeply insults her. Vanessa hands in her notice and leaves the job,

determined to pursue her dreams and self-respect.

In Chapter Five, Vanessa moves forward with her life after quitting her job.

Despite thinking about Aiden and his betrayal, she uses that energy to focus

on her passion for design projects. Her commitment pays off as she finds

empowerment in her independence. One night, Vanessa unexpectedly

encounters Aiden outside her apartment, where he tries to persuade her to

return to her job. Despite his insistence, Vanessa refuses. Aiden seems

shocked by her firm stance, failing to comprehend why she wouldn’t return
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even with an offer for a higher salary. With unwavering resolve, Vanessa

articulates her decision eloquently and tells Aiden she deserves better,

reaffirming her newfound confidence and independence.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In Chapter Five, Vanessa reflects on her drastic decision to quit her job with

 Aiden. Initially, anger and a sense of betrayal fill her thoughts as she copes

with the end of her routine with Aiden, who she had worked tirelessly to

please. Over the weeks, as she adjusts to her newfound freedom, she begins

to focus on her own projects and ambitions, determined to succeed

independently. However, she can't escape the memories and routines they

shared.

Unexpectedly, Aiden visits Vanessa at her modest apartment after tracking

her down. His appearance shocks her, considering their abrupt separation

and his indifference at her quitting. In their tense confrontation, Aiden

demands she returns to work for him, revealing his reliance on her more than

he had previously let on. Vanessa stands firm in her decision, unwilling to

return to a job where she felt undervalued and unappreciated. The lingering

impact of her deep-seated hurt remains as she defends her newfound

independence, emphasizing to Aiden that she deserves better than the

treatment she received.

In Chapter Six, Vanessa is stunned to find Aiden waiting for her again as she

returns home after a disappointing blind date. Despite her firm refusal

previously, Aiden persists, even pleading for a discussion. As Vanessa

begrudgingly allows him into her apartment to avoid unwanted attention
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from neighbors, Aiden unexpectedly proposes marriage—not for love, but as

a solution to his visa issues, since losing his work visa would force him to

leave the country.

Caught off guard, Vanessa finds humor in the absurdity of the situation,

especially given Aiden's minimal attempts at genuine interaction during their

time working together. Yet, despite his unorthodox request, Aiden reveals

that he considers Vanessa as someone he trusts more than others,

highlighting a rare, albeit limited, sense of sincerity from him. However,

Vanessa maintains her resolve, confident Aiden will find a solution without

her. She recognizes this bizarre proposal as the result of his desperation

rather than true regard, solidifying her decision to focus on her own goals

and happiness without him.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Independence and Self-Worth

Critical Interpretation: Chapter Five vividly demonstrates the

importance of recognizing and valuing one’s own worth. When

Vanessa decides to quit her job, she's taking a brave stand for her

self-worth, refusing to return to an environment where she felt

undervalued. This chapter inspires us to embrace independence and

insist on receiving the respect and appreciation we deserve in any

situation. Just as Vanessa does, use moments of adversity to recalibrate

your path, ensuring it aligns with your personal goals and happiness. It

is a reminder that while others may not always acknowledge your

contributions, your fulfillment and growth should be the priority.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

In Chapter Six, the protagonist is taken aback when she spots a familiar

 black Range Rover in her apartment complex parking lot, belonging to her

former boss, Aiden. Despite their recent fallout, Aiden unexpectedly shows

up to persuade her to return to work for him. Their previous encounter ended

poorly when she firmly refused to continue as his assistant, and Aiden

stormed out without another word. This encounter highlights Aiden’s

relentless determination and arrogance. Despite feeling frustrated by Aiden's

late attempt to reconnect, she cannot deny his persistence. Aiden’s

unexpected visit coincides with her struggle with personal boundaries and

old loyalties, as she reflects on his apparent lack of loyalty and

communication in the past.

When confronted, Aiden expresses his need to talk, indicating that he's

struggling with a significant issue regarding his visa, which requires him to

remain employed to stay in the country. His request escalates from asking

her to return as his assistant to proposing a marriage arrangement to secure

his residency. This proposal throws her off balance, given their strained

relationship and his stoic, almost apathetic demeanor during her tenure as his

assistant. Despite being flustered by his proposal and revelations, she firmly

denies helping him in his scheme, reiterating that they are not friends and

highlighting his past unkind behavior toward her. She stands her ground,

firmly refusing to be part of his plan, emboldened by her newfound
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independence and her plans for a self-sufficient future.

In Chapter Seven, the protagonist engages in a lighthearted phone

conversation with her friend Diana, briefly touching on personal topics and

Diana's unsavory boyfriend, Jeremy. During the call, the protagonist reflects

on Aiden’s past visits, his absurd proposal, and the burden of keeping these

events to herself. The conversation shifts when Aiden unexpectedly arrives

at her doorstep once more, prompting her to cut the call short. Aiden's

familiarity with her living situation, juxtaposed with his lack of knowledge

about her personal life, underscores the impersonal relationship they once

had. His arrival is marked by his blunt acknowledgment of her living

conditions and an undeterred persistence in proposing marriage for a green

card.

As Aiden reveals his intentions, the protagonist bluntly expresses her

unresolved grievances, clarifying her position: she will not marry him, and

she is no longer under his employ. The confrontation leads to an unexpected

apology from Aiden, who admits he underappreciated her loyalty and regrets

his previous behavior. Despite his apology, she remains skeptical about his

motives and the genuineness of his sentiments, given the current

circumstances. Aiden escalates his proposal further by offering financial

incentives—promising to pay off her student loans and buy her a

house—which leaves her stunned and speechless, grappling with the

absurdity and magnitude of his offer.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

Chapter Seven and Eight Summary:

Vanessa is flipping a grilled cheese sandwich while on the phone with her

best friend, Diana. She's avoiding discussing a date she's uninterested in due

to bad vibes and reflects on Diana's relationship with Jeremy, who neither

she nor Diana's brother likes. Their conversation pivots when Vanessa hears

a knock at her door—it’s Aiden, her former boss, and a professional football

player known as "The Wall of Winnipeg."

Aiden has shown up uninvited, seeking Vanessa's help with a personal

matter—he wants her to marry him so he can secure permanent residency.

Despite Aiden's apology for past behavior and his assertion that they don't

have to do anything beyond marriage, Vanessa is skeptical and feels this

request is absurd, given their cold past interactions. Aiden insists Vanessa is

the only one who fits his needs due to her understanding of his rigorous

schedule and lifestyle. 

Vanessa feels overwhelmed as Aiden brings up her crippling student loan

debt, which he offers to eliminate as part of the arrangement. This offer is

tempting given her financial burdens, rooted in her background—a

childhood of financial struggles led her to fund her education through
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massive loans. Despite her anger at Aiden's past disregard and the notion of

committing fraud, Vanessa contemplates the proposal due to her looming

debt.

In Chapter Eight, Vanessa continues to grapple with Aiden's proposal.

Memories of financial struggles flood back as Vanessa recalls attending

college without scholarships, leading to an overwhelming debt that she's

been living with in secret. Her reluctance to tell anyone about her loans,

including her foster parents and her brother Oscar, highlights her deep sense

of personal responsibility and pride.

To gain clarity, Vanessa consults Diana, whose casual "Sure, why not?"

response complicates matters by making Vanessa question her own

hesitation. Diana points out Aiden’s sincerity, given his extreme privacy and

apparent dedication to his career, which prevents him from settling into a

typical relationship. Despite the laughs and reassurances from Diana about

the seemingly transactional nature of the arrangement, Vanessa finds herself

further tangled in her thoughts as she realizes she’d be living the rest of her

life as Aiden Graves’s ex-wife if she agrees.

After much internal debate and recalling numerous details of Aiden's

character and circumstances, Vanessa meets Aiden to discuss logistics. They

agree that Vanessa will not return as his assistant and Aiden will pay off her

debt over a few years to avoid suspicion—a fact in line with Aiden's
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meticulous planning about how their arrangement will withstand legal

scrutiny. The decision is finally made: Vanessa agrees to marry Aiden,

feeling both frightened and relieved at the resolution and encouraged by

Aiden’s promise that she won't regret it.
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Chapter 8: 

### Chapter Eight

Vanessa reflects on her lifelong struggle with financial instability. Raised in

a large family with a single mother, money was always tight. Despite being a

diligent student, Vanessa didn't excel in ways that would earn her

scholarships, leading her to take out substantial student loans to attend

college, a burden she has silently carried. After graduating, her focus has

been to balance paying down her debt while saving for her dreams, which

often felt insurmountable. Her world shifts when Aiden, her former

employer—a successful football player nicknamed "The Wall of

Winnipeg"—makes an unexpected proposal: marriage for the sake of

securing his residency, with the tantalizing offer to pay off her near

$200,000 debt. 

Vanessa wrestles with the morality and implications of Aiden's offer.

Conflicted by the illegality and the potential life impact of marrying Aiden,

she experiences inner turmoil. Despite his past indifference toward her,

Aiden's offer is too significant to disregard lightly. After sleepless nights and

consultations with her friend Diana, who offers little in the way of ethical

restraint, Vanessa considers the life-changing benefit of being freed from her

financial shackles and agreeing to Aiden's plan. Reluctantly, she decides to
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accept the offer, driven by the pressing weight of her student loans and the

promise of financial stability.

When Aiden revisits Vanessa's choice of residence—a rundown apartment

complex—he expresses disbelief at her living conditions. His urgency to

proceed with their agreement and have Vanessa relocate to his home

underscores the unspoken pressure she feels to fulfill her side of their

agreement.

### Chapter Nine

Vanessa waits anxiously, half-expecting Aiden to retract his offer. When his

call finally comes, she realizes the gravity of the impending move and their

pseudo-marriage. Aiden is adamant about the timeline as the football season

approaches, requiring them to act swiftly. Despite feeling overwhelmed by

the reality of moving in with him, Vanessa is resolute to follow through,

motivated by the promise of financial freedom and the potential to pursue

her ambitions unfettered by debt.

On moving day, there's a palpable awkwardness as Aiden helps Vanessa

pack her modest possessions, a juxtaposition to the luxury she'll be moving

into. Vanessa says her farewells to her old life, leaving behind furniture with

her neighbors, and facing the new chapter with apprehension and

anticipation. Despite Aiden's characteristic lack of warmth, he makes
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practical accommodations for her comfort, hinting at efforts to ease the

transition.

As Vanessa settles into Aiden's home, the enormity of their agreement and

the deception involved hang over her. The looming marriage—necessary for

Aiden's residency—is fast approaching, and Vanessa is acutely aware of the

risks and sacrifices involved. However, she steels herself for the journey,

driven by the need to repay her student loans and the chance at a fresh start,

albeit one bound by an unconventional agreement.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

In Chapter Nine, Vanessa experiences a week of silence from Aiden, who is

 preoccupied with preseason games. Despite the looming financial security

that could come from Aiden honoring their deal to pay off her student loans

in exchange for a fake marriage to gain residency, Vanessa is resigned to her

debt-ridden fate, rationalizing the interest of his busy schedule. When Aiden

shows up unannounced at her door, he seems impatient and demands to

know when she will be moving in with him, as the season starts soon. Their

arrangement begins to feel more real and intimidating to Vanessa, especially

when Aiden insists she clear the end of her lease, assuring her he’ll cover the

cost—an otherwise daunting expense.

Throughout the moving process, Vanessa wrestles with nostalgia and

apprehension about the next five years that involve living with Aiden and

pretending to be married to him. When Aiden assists with packing and

moving her belongings, there's an undercurrent of awkwardness yet

practicality. Details about their new arrangement unfurl, with Vanessa

grasping the facade they must create to make their marriage believable for

immigration authorities. During a brief confrontation over lunch, Vanessa

learns that Aiden’s motivations are rooted deeply in needing to secure his

place in the U.S. She is reminded of how high the stakes are for both Aiden

and herself.
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In Chapter Ten, Vanessa frets over the legality and severity of their fake

marriage plan. Her nerves are frayed as the weekend they fly to Las

Vegas—chosen for the ease of speedy marriage arrangements—arrives.

Vanessa feels the weight of what he is asking of her, but perceives the

sacrifice is worthwhile for financial security and Aiden's residency goal.

Reminding herself repeatedly that this is merely a step toward a debt-free

future with some guilt-inducing rewards allows her to continue on with their

plan. Before leaving, Vanessa decides to purchase a wedding band for Aiden,

ensuring believability despite her internal turmoil and knowing he likely

won't wear it. 

Their trip to Vegas is filled with tension as Vanessa deals with her inner

turmoil, and cracks begin to show between them. Yet, in an awkward yet

honest conversation at their hotel room, Aiden reveals he misses the friendly

dynamic they used to share. His confession that he's come to rely on her and

values her commitment makes Vanessa see him in a different light,

promising to keep her word and not back out. The pair brushes aside the

nervous energy as they head to a nearby chapel for a spur-of-the-moment

"wedding," surrounded by humorous yet surreal moments, like a fan

fondling Aiden during a trip to see a show. Despite the bizarre nature of their

alliance, Vanessa acknowledges her newly bound ties to Aiden, questioning

what future five years of marriage might bring.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

Chapter Ten Summary:

As the impending weekend arrives swiftly yet slowly, Vanessa grapples with

anxiety over her looming fake marriage to Aiden Graves in Las Vegas.

Although it's a superficial union designed for mutual benefit—debt freedom

and a house for her, U.S. residency for him—the situation's weight leads to

sleepless nights. Aiden, a towering football star, insists on marrying in Vegas

for privacy, avoiding the scrutiny they would face at a Dallas courthouse due

to his fame.

Despite ensuring herself of the arrangement's practical benefits, Vanessa

feels unsettled and grapples with the concept of rings, unsure if they are

necessary for believability. Eventually, she decides to purchase a simple ring

for Aiden, reflecting her desire for the charade to appear authentic.

On the day of their departure, Vanessa is a mess of nerves but packs for the

overnight trip. Aiden's calm, focused demeanor contrasts her turmoil. A brief

interaction with their roommate Zac—who approves of Vanessa's

presence—brings some levity.

In Vegas, Vanessa is overwhelmed by the hotel's luxury, contrasting sharply
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with her modest upbringing. Aiden suggests inviting family, which Vanessa

brushes off, revealing her limited familial connections. They discuss their

uneasy dynamic, and Aiden expresses a preference for their previous

relationship. Vanessa acknowledges her hurt but agrees to try to revert to

their earlier rapport.

Before heading to a nearby chapel for the wedding, Vanessa struggles with

her emotions about the impending deceitful marriage. Despite these internal

battles, she follows through with the ceremony, maintaining a practical

mentality. Their wedding process is brief, accented by a staged kiss for

authenticity. Navigating the discomfort of their new status as 'Mr. and Mrs.

Graves,' Vanessa and Aiden retreat to their hotel, both quiet in their

introspection.

Vanessa, restless with the reality of her made-for-convenience marriage,

decides to explore the Vegas Strip solo. However, Aiden, waking to find her

note, insists on joining her to honor the vows of friendship and protection

present in their unorthodox relationship. Together, they attend a Cirque du

Soleil show, bonding over shared humor regarding Aiden's interactions with

enthusiastic fans. As the night winds down, Vanessa expresses genuine

appreciation for Aiden's company, leaving her to reflect on her new, albeit

unusual, marital reality.

Chapter Eleven Summary:
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Vanessa, needing a break from work frustrations, prepares for a run just after

5 PM. Aiden insists on accompanying her due to safety concerns, asserting

their growing regard for each other's well-being. Despite her objections over

his potential injury risk and the strain on his athlete's diet, he remains

steadfast, reinforcing his commitment to their fake marriage’s "friendship"

vow made in Vegas.

During their run, Vanessa reflects on her new running routine, aiming for a

marathon, while Aiden admires her commitment. Their rapport is

strengthening, with Aiden offering advice from his team’s conditioning

coach to aid her training goals. Conversations about his recovery from an

Achilles injury reveal Aiden's progress and Vanessa's ongoing concern for

his health.

Back home, Vanessa settles into domestic tasks with Zac cooking spaghetti.

The scene shifts when their chat reveals Aiden's surprise at Vanessa's

participation in fantasy football, noticing his exclusion from her team.

Vanessa, fessing up about Zac’s involvement in shaping her team, feels

guilty when Aiden shows disappointment—hinting at a deeper sense of

appreciation for their evolving friendship.

Throughout these exchanges, Vanessa discovers an unintended camaraderie
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with Aiden, marked by willingness on both ends to navigate social and

personal barriers. The evening culminates in a shared acknowledgment of

their commitment to one another—not just in name but in growing

trust—via small gestures towards a stronger connection.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

Chapter Eleven and Twelve Summary

In these chapters, we delve deeper into the evolving relationship between the

narrator and Aiden, a professional football player known as "The Wall of

Winnipeg." The story starts with a shared moment in their home when the

narrator decides to go for a run to relieve stress from a challenging work

assignment. Aiden unexpectedly insists on joining, despite his usual regimen

to limit cardio to maintain his physical size. This act hints at a growing

bond, illustrating Aiden's concern for the narrator's safety during the late

run.

As they run together, the scene reveals a softer side of Aiden, showing his

willingness to break his routine for the narrator's safety. This interaction

reflects a shift in their dynamic following a recent trip to Las Vegas,

suggesting a budding friendship and mutual respect.

The chapters also explore the narrator's life adjustments, having moved in

with Aiden and Zac, another football player. She describes her routine,

working from home as a graphic designer, and navigating the feeling of the

house not entirely being her own. She observes Aiden's disconnected routine

and his limited diet, leading her to ponder why he hasn't hired a replacement
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for the managerial support she used to provide.

Complications arise when the narrator notices Aiden's discomfort and

physical pain due to a sprained ankle, incurred after they went for a run

together. She feels guilty and attempts to help by suggesting he see an

acupuncturist, recalling a time it helped with his past injury. This incident

marks a pivotal moment where she confronts him about his injury, stepping

into a nurturing role typical of close friends.

During a trip to the acupuncturist, Aiden surprises her by publicly referring

to her as his wife, marking a shift in their relationship dynamic. Although

their marriage began as a business contract, with benefits for both parties,

Aiden's nonchalant revelation hints at a deeper connection, leaving the

narrator to process her mixed feelings.

Back home, the narrator ensures Aiden's comfort, symbolizing the evolving

closeness and care between them. The chapter closes with an unexpected

smile from Aiden, a rare and disarming gesture that underscores the

complexity of their relationship, hinting at potential romantic undertones.

This smile signifies a breakthrough in their relationship, further eroding the

barriers between their business-oriented partnership and a more personal

connection. These moments, combined with playful banter and shared

understanding, paint a picture of two people gradually realizing the depth of

their bond, prompting readers to anticipate how their relationship will
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unfold.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Break from Routine

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 11, Aiden demonstrates the value of

stepping outside one's comfort zone and established routine when he

joins the narrator for a late run, prioritizing her safety over his

regimented fitness schedule. This decision, driven by concern and a

hint of growing affection, underscores the importance of breaking

away from rigidity to foster meaningful relationships. It reflects how

small acts of kindness, backed by tangible action, can lead to profound

shifts in interpersonal connections. In life, this teaches us that

flexibility and being attuned to others' needs can strengthen bonds and

open doors to new dimensions of relationships we may not have

considered.
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Chapter 12: 

Chapter Twelve and Thirteen Summary

Adjusting to a new life with Aiden and Zac proves easier than anticipated,

but the sense of belonging remains elusive as the protagonist navigates her

new environment. Despite maintaining routines, the home doesn't

completely feel like her own, mirroring past sleepless nights at a friend's

when personal freedoms were limited.

The roommates' harmonious coexistence is marked by early mornings where

Aiden and Zac are gone by the time she wakes up, and she doesn't have to

pay rent. Her offer to contribute to household expenses is met with Aiden's

stoic indifference. Yet, underlying tensions exist, especially with Zac, who

expresses stress over a new quarterback joining the team.

Amidst this routine, Aiden suffers a foot injury, compelling her to confront

the complicated dynamics of their friendship and marriage of convenience.

She aids him with soup and insists on crutches for faster recovery,

witnessing a rare, comforting smile from Aiden—a revelation of warmth in

their otherwise practical association. A shared moment when Aiden refers to

her as his wife publicly underscores the complexity and layers of their

relationship.
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Weeks later, as Aiden recovers from his sprain, the narrative shifts focus to

Zac, whose mood dramatically deteriorates after being released by the team

for inconsistent performance. Despite Aiden's acknowledgment of Zac's lack

of commitment, the news hits hard, leading Zac to seek solace in isolation.

The protagonist, witnessing Zac's distress through slammed doors and absent

meals, determines to coax him out with promises of Mexican food and

dancing. The night out, however, spirals into an alcoholic escape for Zac,

resulting in her supporting his drunken return home.

The episode reflects Zac's vulnerability and her affection for him, even

amidst his despair. An unplanned encounter with Aiden late at night reveals

Aiden's unspoken understanding and shared concern for their friend. Despite

their distinct approaches to support, both recognize the need to encourage

Zac back into training to catch the attention of another team.

These chapters intricately weave the threads of friendship, support, and the

delicate balance of relationships formed under unusual circumstances. The

protagonist's journey through these personal dynamics provides insight into

her evolving connection with both Aiden and Zac, blending empathy with

practicality as they navigate their intertwined lives.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

In Chapter Thirteen, the narrative shifts a couple of weeks after Aiden's

 recovery from a sprain. The protagonist continues working in her room

when she hears angry noises from below, indicative of Zac's rare temper

flare. Zac, typically laid back, has been released by his team due to

inconsistencies in performance and lack of focus in training, as Aiden later

explains in a detached manner. Despite her concern, the protagonist leaves

Zac alone, believing he needs space to process his frustration. As days pass

without a sighting of Zac, she decides to coax him out with the promise of

food and dancing—activities he can't resist. Although she succeeds, Zac

ends up overindulging in alcohol, leading to a drunk and disheartened

evening.

Aiden and the protagonist console Zac with light-hearted banter, revealing

their camaraderie. A tender moment unfolds as Aiden helps the protagonist

tuck a drunken Zac onto the couch, highlighting a rare show of affection

from Aiden. The protagonist reflects on Zac's future and the advice to focus

on retraining for another opportunity. The atmosphere is one of supportive

friendship amidst personal struggles, with the protagonist determined to help

Zac without forcing the issue. The reader witnesses a softer side of the

characters as they navigate the challenges of aspirations and setbacks.

In Chapter Fourteen, Aiden enters quietly and shares a meal with the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


protagonist, their domesticity underscored by small talk and an easy

exchange. The protagonist, packing for her mother's birthday in El Paso,

raises the idea of Aiden accompanying her, hinting at the complexities of her

family dynamics. Understandably, she worries how to break the news of

their marriage, but Aiden consents to join her. However, last-minute changes

upend the plan when Aiden calls off their trip due to an unexpected

obligation, leaving the protagonist disappointed yet resolved to travel alone.

Once in El Paso, the protagonist is confronted with another ambush—her

estranged sister Susie is present at the family gathering. Despite past

conflicts, the protagonist is urged to keep the peace for her mother's sake,

challenging her patience and emotions. This chapter exposes deep-seated

family pains and the protagonist's struggle between resentment and the

desire to maintain familial relationships. Her journey emphasizes the themes

of personal growth and the complexities of love, family, and forgiveness.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of supportive friendships in overcoming

challenges.

Critical Interpretation: Chapter Thirteen emphasizes the calming

strength and profound impact supportive friendships possess,

especially during challenging times. Watching Aiden and the

protagonist unite to console Zac during his distress reflects the

invaluable support system that friends can represent. You might find

moments in life where a friend's presence, even without solving the

problem, serves to uplift and shift your perspective. Allowing friends

to share your struggles can alleviate the burden of adversity and

remind you of the comfort that shared laughter and camaraderie can

bring. This chapter beautifully illustrates how nurturing and relying on

these compassionate connections can inspire someone to push forward

despite setbacks, evoking a reassuring belief that you don't have to

face your battles alone.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

In Chapter Fourteen, Vanessa grapples with a web of lies she hasn’t told her

 best friend, Diana, about her hasty marriage to Aiden in Las Vegas—a

secret she is desperately trying to keep hidden. Preparing to attend her

mother's birthday in El Paso, Vanessa reluctantly considers inviting Aiden to

join her, more for moral support and as a way to disclose their marriage to

her family personally. Her relationship with her family is fraught,

particularly with her mother whose sobriety is a recent triumph, and her

sister Susie, whose antagonism has left deep scars. Aiden agrees to

accompany Vanessa on the trip, suggesting they fly instead of drive.

However, at the last minute, Aiden cancels their plans, leaving Vanessa

feeling disappointed and forgotten. The absence of Aiden during the family

visit heightens the tension, culminating in an awkward confrontation with

her mother’s insistence on peace with Susie, and Ricky—a situation

resembling emotional ambush more than reconciliation.

In Chapter Fifteen, the aftermath of the fraught family visit has Vanessa

seeking solace from Diana, who dyes Vanessa’s hair while they discuss the

dysfunctional family dynamics. Diana shares a deeper, personal issue with

bruises visible on her side, which Vanessa suspects are not accidental.

However, Diana evades the truth, mirroring Vanessa’s own pattern of

avoiding addressing personal issues. Vanessa’s mind also returns to Aiden,

whose absence at the weekend trip dredges up frustrations and unmet
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expectations. She returns home to find Leslie, a cherished figure in Aiden’s

life, visiting. Her sour mood persists due to Aiden’s insensitivity, stretching

their marriage of convenience to its limits. An intense exchange underscores

Vanessa's sense of insignificance within their arrangement. She finds a

semblance of solidarity with Zac, a friend who’s recently faced career

setbacks, turning their frustrations into a pact to tackle personal challenges,

such as running a marathon. The chapter ends with Aiden attempting to

communicate, knocking softly on her door, but Vanessa opts for silence,

preferring the solitude of her thoughts and the comfort of a favorite movie

over facing more disappointment.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

In Chapter Fifteen, Vanessa finds herself in a whirlwind of anger and

 frustration. After a tumultuous visit to her family in El Paso, which ended

with an argument and her brother-in-law Ricky manhandling her, she heads

back to Dallas, still seething with resentment. Her friend Diana, who is

dyeing Vanessa's hair while they talk, notices bruises on Vanessa's arm, but

Vanessa dismisses the incident with Ricky as she struggles with her

complicated family dynamics. Diana is also evasive about her own

mysterious bruises, which frustrates Vanessa even more.

Vanessa's mood isn't helped when she arrives home to find that Aiden, her

husband, has a visitor: Leslie, the only person Aiden truly seems to care

about. An awkward confrontation ensues between Vanessa and Aiden.

Vanessa is still hurt from when Aiden canceled on joining her family visit

without much notice, emphasizing how she feels unimportant and sidelined.

The confrontation is tense, with Aiden oblivious to the emotional depth of

Vanessa's feelings, which frustrates her further. Despite their argument,

Vanessa remains supportive of her friend Zac, who is unsure about his future

career. They bond over a shared resolve to run a marathon, seeing it as a

means of personal achievement.

Chapter Sixteen reveals Vanessa still grappling with the emotional aftermath

of her family visit and the argument with Aiden. While conversing with
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Leslie, Aiden's mentor and father figure, Vanessa learns more about Aiden's

past, including his close relationship with his grandparents and the pain of

his grandmother's death, which he has never shared with her. This new

knowledge slightly shifts her perspective on Aiden’s stoic demeanor.

Leslie offers Vanessa genuine kindness and insight into Aiden's life that

leaves her feeling guilty about their charade of a marriage. Later, when

Aiden approaches Vanessa to apologize for the previous day's argument,

Vanessa recognizes the immense pressure Aiden is under, prompting a

mutual apology. Uncovering Vanessa’s bruises, Aiden becomes incensed,

contemplating confronting her brother-in-law, but Vanessa downplays the

event, airing her indifference by focusing on her happier life.

Vanessa reflects on the strained relationship with her family, particularly her

mother and sisters, and the unresolved tensions there. Despite their rocky

communication, there's an unspoken resolve. The emotional weight lifts with

Aiden indirectly admitting to being out of his comfort zone with his

newfound readiness for a relationship beyond transactional terms, hinting

that Vanessa has markedly influenced his perspective on partnership and

friendship.
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Chapter 16: 

In Chapter Sixteen, Vanessa is dealing with a whirlwind of emotions. She

 wakes up feeling frustrated after speaking with Diana's brother, doubting

Diana’s honesty about being hurt by Jeremy. Conversations with Zac in the

kitchen and Leslie, Aiden's former coach, reveal more about her internal

struggles. Leslie shares insights into Aiden's past, revealing his closeness

with his grandparents and how much their loss affected him. This leads

Vanessa to reflect on her own familial relationships and lack of support,

particularly with her mother and sisters. A dramatic moment with Aiden

ensues when he discovers a bruise on Vanessa's wrist from an altercation

with her sister’s husband. Aiden is incensed and ready to confront him, but

Vanessa insists they let it go. Despite personal turmoil, the chapter cements a

growing bond between Vanessa and Aiden as he vows to support her.

Chapter Seventeen transitions to a lighter tone as an unexpected text

message from Aiden informs Vanessa that their marriage is now public

gossip. Handling it with her trademark humor, Vanessa texts back and forth

with Aiden, shrugging off the situation while preparing for an upcoming

football game. Aiden invites her to attend, a gesture that surprises Vanessa,

given their history. Vanessa, despite internal hesitations, agrees. She recruits

Zac to accompany her, knowing the experience might stir mixed emotions

for him since he was recently released from the team.
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During the game, Vanessa jokes with Zac about wearing his old jersey to

keep his presence memorable, even as they witness Aiden’s performance on

the field from premium seats. Afterward, Vanessa and Aiden share a

domestic moment when she cooks him dinner. This closeness highlights her

recognition of Aiden's different side and further builds their camaraderie.

The chapter ends with Vanessa inwardly questioning her evolving feelings

towards Aiden, as their partnership deepens beyond its original practical

arrangement.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

Chapter Seventeen and Eighteen Summary

In Chapter Seventeen, the protagonist, Vanessa, receives a text from Aiden,

her surprising but now husband, revealing that their impulsive Vegas

marriage has surfaced on a gossip site. While she tries to maintain calm,

concern about her friend Diana's reaction looms. Aiden’s message also hints

that Trevor, their mutual acquaintance, is persistently calling him. Despite

nerves, Vanessa reassures herself that handling public speculation is part of

the consequence of their situation. Later, Aiden invites Vanessa to watch his

football game, which marks the first time he’s extended such an invite—a

significant shift in their dynamic, hinting at the slow evolution of their

relationship from mere acquaintances to friends, possibly more.

Vanessa decides to attend the game with Zac, an ex-colleague who used to

get her game tickets, as Aiden now offers to help secure them. While at the

game, Vanessa wears Zac’s jersey, a gesture of support towards her

unemployed friend, which catches Aiden’s attention later. This light-hearted

moment serves as a bridge-building exercise in Vanessa and Aiden's

burgeoning friendship. After the game, Aiden’s behavior is contemplative

rather than celebratory, revealing another side to his personality. This

chapter underscores the awkward adjustments but growing mutual
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understanding between Vanessa and Aiden while unveiling the external

pressures from their social circle, particularly from Trevor, who is eager to

exploit their relationship for publicity.

In Chapter Eighteen, the tension escalates as Trevor confronts Vanessa at her

home, frustrated by Zac’s unavailability and Aiden’s marriage kept from

him. Trevor, their overbearing manager, insinuates unflattering motives

behind Vanessa's marriage to Aiden, showing a lack of respect and

understanding. Vanessa, however, holds her ground defiantly, dismissing

Trevor's accusations, highlighting her evolving confidence and assertiveness

in navigating this complex situation. During his invasive interrogation,

Vanessa insists that her relationship with Aiden is genuine despite its

unconventional start, subtly reflecting her inner beliefs, even if wavering at

times.

Meanwhile, Zac and Vanessa secretly eavesdrop on Trevor’s heated

confrontation with Aiden. Aiden handles Trevor with unwavering firmness,

defending Vanessa, marking a turning point in demonstrating his growing

commitment to their faux marriage. This staunch defense suggests an

evolving protectiveness and underlying affection that Vanessa notices,

hinting at deeper feelings beneath their practical arrangement.

Aiden and Vanessa, later on, seem to reconcile in a quiet domestic setting,

with Vanessa offering a meal and Aiden inviting her to join him in watching
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TV, signifying a subtle but profound shift toward domesticity and

partnership. These chapters collectively delve into the intricacies of

balancing public perception, navigating external characters like Trevor, and

the quiet growth in trust and understanding between Vanessa and Aiden

against their complicated backdrop.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 

Chapter Eighteen and Nineteen Summary:

Vanessa finds herself at home when the doorbell rings wildly, an unusual

occurrence given the gated community. To her surprise and annoyance, it's

Trevor, the abrasive manager of Zac and her husband, Aiden. Trevor has

discovered the secret of Vanessa and Aiden's sudden marriage, chiefly

concerned about the lack of a prenup, implying that it might lead to a

scandal or personal dramas, like a pregnancy. Vanessa stands firm,

defending her relationship with Aiden and challenging Trevor's

professionalism. Zac, meanwhile, hides from Trevor—a humorous yet

telling display of the dynamics within their home. After managing to send

Trevor away, Vanessa updates Aiden via text about Trevor's ambush.

Later, Trevor pays another visit, but this time Aiden handles the

confrontation himself. Vanessa and Zac eavesdrop from upstairs, absorbing

Aiden's assertive defense of Vanessa and their unexpected marriage. Aiden

makes it clear to Trevor that regardless of his business interests, Aiden’s

personal life, including his marriage, isn’t Trevor’s concern unless it affects

Aiden’s public image negatively.

The following day, Aiden calls Vanessa for a favor as his car breaks
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down—an unusual gesture signaling a thaw in their relationship. As Vanessa

drives to pick him up, her friend Diana calls to confront her about the

marriage news, which she learned from her brother, Rodrigo, underscoring

the strained network of communications surrounding Vanessa’s life choices.

This leads to a comedic yet endearing exchange that highlights their

friendship.

During a drive under a thunderstorm to Aiden’s lawyer’s office, an

unexpected elevator outage throws Vanessa into a panic due to her childhood

trauma of being locked in the dark by her sisters. Aiden supports and calms

her with unexpected gentleness, revealing a layer of protectiveness and

tenderness towards her. This intense moment underscores the evolving

dynamic between Vanessa and Aiden, suggesting deeper emotional

undertones in their relationship despite the initial agreement being more

transactional.

After the ordeal in the elevator, the two finally reach the lawyer's office.

Aiden’s humor surfaces, making Vanessa smile and reflecting a growing

camaraderie. Vanessa's concerns about the fraudulent nature of their

marriage facade surface, but Aiden reassures her with confidence. In the end,

both head into a lawyer's meeting hand in hand, manifesting the charade of

their union with a newfound sense of unity and mutual understanding. 

These chapters depict the transformation from a calculated marriage of
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convenience into a relationship layered with sincerity, trust, and growing

affection amidst unexpected personal challenges and external pressures.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

In Chapters Nineteen and Twenty, we see Vanessa handling various personal

 interactions and situations with a touch of humor and introspection. 

In Chapter Nineteen, Vanessa receives a phone call from Aiden, who

requests her help due to his broken car. She hesitantly agrees and picks him

up at the training facility. On the way, Vanessa has an awkward conversation

with her friend Diana, who is upset about not being informed of Vanessa's

secret marriage to Aiden, which was intended for legal purposes rather than

romance. Diana had found out through her brother, Rodrigo. Vanessa's

low-key resolve to the conversation reflects her laid-back, sassy demeanor,

as she navigates her complex personal relationships. 

After picking up Aiden, their shared car ride is tense but routine, indicating

their unconventional yet supportive relationship. They banter lightly,

discussing Aiden's car troubles and his performance in recent games. Aiden

is hard on himself, striving for a championship win despite already being a

celebrated player. This shows his intense dedication to his football career. 

Chapter Nineteen further explores Vanessa's deep-seated fears and

vulnerabilities when the duo gets stuck in an elevator. This experience

brings her claustrophobia to the forefront, revealing a traumatic childhood

memory of being locked in a closet by her sisters. Aiden's calm presence and
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comforting words help Vanessa through the anxiety attack, showcasing the

undercurrent of care he has for her despite his gruff exterior. 

In Chapter Twenty, the story shifts to a lighter tone as we follow Vanessa

engaging in everyday activities like running with Zac, Aiden's teammate.

They prepare for a marathon amidst banter about Zac's fitness levels. Here,

Vanessa's resolve and independent spirit shine through as she embraces her

physical struggles, which stem from a car accident, and demonstrates growth

and perseverance.

Later, on Halloween, Vanessa plans to hand out candy in costume,

celebrating one of her favorite holidays. Dressed as a Minion, she faces

Aiden's confusion about her outfit—a testament to his focused, often

oblivious nature outside of football. Despite a slow turnout of

trick-or-treaters due to their upscale neighborhood, Aiden surprises Vanessa

by sitting with her outside, offering silent support and companionship. His

unexpected gesture deepens Vanessa's understanding of his subtle

expressions of care.

The chapters highlight the evolving dynamic between Vanessa and Aiden,

portraying how shared moments of vulnerability and support foster a sense

of closeness despite the formal arrangement of their marriage. The blend of

humor, heart, and personal insight creates a tapestry of growth and

interconnectedness, emphasizing the diverse facets of the characters'
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relationship.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Overcoming Vulnerability through Support

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter Nineteen, Vanessa's experience of

facing her deep-seated claustrophobia, aided by Aiden's calm and

reassuring presence, highlights the transformative power of support in

overcoming personal fears and vulnerabilities. You can draw

inspiration from Vanessa and Aiden's interaction, realizing that even

moments of anxiety or fear can be navigated when you have someone

to lean on. This key point underscores the importance of allowing

oneself to be vulnerable, as doing so opens the door to not only

receiving the support you need but also building deeper, more

empathetic connections with others. Ultimately, it teaches you that

courage and growth often come from facing your fears with someone

by your side, transforming moments of personal struggle into

opportunities for growth and understanding.
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Chapter 20: 

Chapter Twenty Summary:

Vanessa, while preparing for a jog, converses with Aiden and Zac about

running a marathon. Zac, though an elite athlete, struggles with endurance,

and Vanessa playfully teases him about it. Aiden, noticing Vanessa's leg

scars for the first time, inquires about them, leading Vanessa to reflect on her

resilience after being hit by a car, driven by her sister. Despite having

accomplished much on her own, she remains grounded by the memory of

her past struggles.

Later, on Halloween, Vanessa dresses as a minion, a character from the

popular film "Despicable Me," which Aiden has never seen. As she prepares

for trick-or-treaters, she realizes that Aiden, who never participates in such

activities, joins her outside to keep her company despite the lack of children

in the neighborhood. This act of kindness surprises Vanessa, reinforcing her

belief that Aiden, though seemingly aloof, cares about her in his own subtle

way.

The chapter highlights the dynamic between Vanessa, Aiden, and Zac,

illustrating underlying themes of friendship, resilience, and unspoken

understanding. Despite her past traumas, Vanessa finds solace in running,
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and through small gestures, Aiden shows a growing interest in her

well-being.

Chapter Twenty-One Summary:

As a severe storm hits, Vanessa's fear of the dark resurfaces, prompting

Aiden to join her in bed for comfort. Their conversation reveals personal

histories as Aiden opens up about his strained family relationships and

Vanessa shares her own upbringing challenges. Bonding over shared

vulnerabilities, Aiden humorously admits his childhood fear of clowns,

showcasing a rare playful side.

The next day, Vanessa reflects on the changing dynamics with Aiden, noting

their evolving friendship. Zac teases her about Aiden staying with her during

the storm, but Vanessa dismisses it, focusing on the genuine friendship

they've developed. Thanksgiving approaches, and Vanessa opts for a quiet

holiday, emphasizing her independence and contentment within the

supportive circle she's found with Aiden and Zac.

The chapter explores themes of trust, revealing the characters' growth

through vulnerability and support. Vanessa and Aiden's nighttime

conversation peels back layers of their personal histories, highlighting their

resilience and willingness to support each other, despite their complicated
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relationship.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 

In Chapters Twenty-One and Twenty-Two, the storyline intensifies as

 Vanessa faces a massive thunderstorm that triggers her fear of the dark. The

scene showcases her vulnerability and foreshadows the strengthening bond

between her and Aiden. Aiden surprises her by crawling into her bed to

provide comfort, revealing a side of him that is both protective and

empathetic. Aiden's past unearthed during their conversation provides depth

to his character, uncovering family wounds and his aversion to traditional

relationships. The juxtaposition of him having had no serious relationships

and his protective stance for Vanessa is intriguing, depicting layers of

complexity in his character.

Chapter Twenty-Two explores a significant shift as Aiden accompanies

Vanessa to her brother's basketball game, stepping outside his comfort zone

and reluctantly into the public eye. Vanessa appreciates the company, despite

the challenges it poses due to Aiden’s fame. Their interactions are

punctuated by moments of genuine connection, laughs, and an

unprecedented public display of tenderness, revealing the emotional

foundations being laid in their relationship. The dynamics are further

complicated when Vanessa's estranged sister, Susie, appears unexpectedly. A

confrontation arises, leading Aiden to confront Susie’s partner aggressively,

resulting in claims of protection over Vanessa. This moment is pivotal as it

cements Aiden's role as more than just a friend or husband in a contractual
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marriage; it hints at deeper emotional involvement.

These chapters enhance the romantic subplot, blending past trauma and

current emotional developments to tease out evolving relationships. The

reader sees an evolving relationship dynamic where emotional intimacy

gradually intertwines with the superficial arrangement, leading to potential

revelations of genuine feelings.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Vulnerability Breeds Connection

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 21, as Vanessa faces her fear of

darkness during a thunderstorm, you witness how vulnerability can

pave the way for deeper human connections. Aiden, usually reserved,

chooses to comfort Vanessa, revealing an empathetic and protective

side—elements that go beyond a mere transactional relationship. This

encounter reminds you that showing vulnerability isn't a weakness but

a strength that enables intimacy and understanding. It inspires you to

embrace your own vulnerabilities to build genuine, meaningful

connections with others, fostering a supportive community around

you.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

In Chapter Twenty-Two, Vanessa finds herself surprised when Aiden, a

 sports superstar known as "The Wall of Winnipeg," decides to accompany

her to her brother Oscar's college basketball game the day after

Thanksgiving. Despite his feeble attempts at disguise with a beanie and

sunglasses, Aiden is easily recognizable, attracting attention at the stadium

in Denton, Texas. Vanessa reflects on Aiden's reclusive nature and her role

in helping him maintain privacy.

As they settle in to watch the game, they are approached by a group of

young men who recognize Aiden, but Vanessa skillfully navigates the

situation to keep things low-key. Throughout the game, Vanessa's boisterous

support for her brother surprises Aiden, who isn't accustomed to witnessing

her fervent fandom. Their playful banter continues, highlighting the evolving

dynamic between them. When a spectator insults Aiden, Vanessa's protective

instincts kick in, but Aiden insists he doesn't care about strangers' opinions,

emphasizing how few people truly matter to him.

After the game, Vanessa and Aiden meet Oscar, whose reaction to seeing

Aiden surprises him. However, the encounter takes a sour turn when Oscar

warns Vanessa about their sister Susie's presence at the game. Vanessa's

strained relationship with Susie is evident, especially given Susie's troubled

history. The chapter climaxes when Aiden confronts Susie's abusive

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


husband, defending Vanessa's honor with an uncharacteristic outburst of

anger that both surprises and moves her. It's a pivotal moment that makes

Vanessa realize she might be falling for Aiden in a way she hadn't

anticipated.

The next day, in Chapter Twenty-Three, Vanessa is shocked when Aiden

returns home early from practice with visible injuries on his face. Concerned

about what transpired, she learns Aiden got into a fight with a teammate,

Christian, after Zac, Aiden's other close friend, disclosed Christian's

inappropriate behavior towards Vanessa. Despite Aiden's downplaying of the

incident, Vanessa feels guilty for not addressing Christian's actions earlier.

Aiden's willingness to face repercussions, including a potential game check

fine, demonstrates his commitment to standing up for Vanessa. This stirs

conflicting emotions in her as she navigates her growing feelings for her

husband of convenience. As they work together on holiday decorations, the

significance of their evolving relationship becomes more palpable. Vanessa

is caught between gratitude for Aiden's support and the unexpected

emotional attachment brewing between them.

The chapter concludes with a tense exchange between Vanessa and Trevor,

Aiden's manager, as she deflects Trevor's criticism and shields Aiden from

unnecessary stress. Zac later shares footage of the altercation between Aiden

and Christian, revealing the intensity of the confrontation and further
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cementing Aiden's protective nature towards Vanessa. The shared moment

with Zac highlights the network of support surrounding Vanessa, even as she

contemplates the complexities of her relationship with Aiden.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 

Chapter Twenty-Three Summary

The chapter begins with the narrator hearing the unexpected sound of the

garage door opening at noon, which is unusual because Aiden and Zac, the

two guys she lives with, have regular training schedules and aren't typically

back home this early. The confusion is cleared when the narrator finds Aiden

in the kitchen, bruised and avoiding her questions about it. Despite her

concern, Aiden refuses to explain what happened, maintaining his

characteristic stoic front. The narrator recalls an incident at a basketball

game where Aiden stood up for her against her sister's husband, causing a

rift in their relationship with her sister Susie. Aiden's recent withdrawal into

his pensive self adds to her worry.

Throughout the chapter, there is a back-and-forth between the narrator and

Aiden, with her trying to instigate an explanation about his injuries. It

eventually reveals that Aiden got into a physical altercation with a teammate

named Christian Delgado due to the latter's inappropriate behavior towards

the narrator. Aiden's protective actions, fueled by hearing reports from Zac,

underline his growing affection and sense of responsibility towards the

narrator. This confrontation marks a pivotal moment in their relationship,

showcasing Aiden's rare display of aggression and willingness to face
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consequences to ensure her well-being.

Later, they engage in a domestic activity of setting up a Christmas tree

together, reflecting an increasingly domestic and familial aspect of their

relationship. The chapter ends with the narrator feeling torn between

gratitude and a deepening emotional connection with Aiden, suspecting she

might be falling for a man who, while protective, is not traditionally

expressive of emotion.

Chapter Twenty-Four Summary

The following chapter shifts to a more personal conversation between the

narrator and her best friend, Diana. They discuss the state of her relationship

with Aiden and explore themes of love, trust, and risk. Diana wisely advises

against shunning opportunities to pursue happiness despite the

unconventional nature of their marriage. Aiden and the narrator's

relationship is rooted in mutual respect, yet the narrator's fear of risking this

dynamic for potential heartbreak is palpable.

The chapter moves towards the festive season, with the narrator reflecting on

the bittersweet nature of Christmas, a time that amplifies her sense of

isolation despite the love from distant family and friends. She plans a special

Christmas gift for Aiden – a puppy, something she hopes will bring joy and
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companionship to his often solitary life. Her anxieties about his reaction

dissolve when Aiden shows uncharacteristic warmth and gratitude, cradling

the puppy with tenderness.

The chapter delves into deeper personal histories as Aiden and the narrator

exchange stories about their troubled pasts, each having endured difficult

family dynamics, yet finding resilience and strength in each other's

company. Their Christmas exchange of gifts further solidifies their growing

bond. Aiden presents the narrator with a tablet for her design work and

jewelry that resonates with her unique personality, displaying a side of him

that is considerate and unexpectedly sentimental.

In summary, these chapters mark an evolution in the narrator and Aiden’s

relationship. Through acts of protection, understanding, and shared

vulnerability, they navigate the complexities of unconventional marital

arrangements while revealing layers of unspoken affection and mutual

respect.
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Chapter 24: 

In Chapters Twenty-Four and Twenty-Five, we see a progression in Vanessa

 and Aiden’s relationship, set against the backdrop of their intertwined

personal struggles and evolving connections.

Chapter Twenty-Four begins with Vanessa visiting her friend Diana,

revealing a rekindling of old friendships and a glimpse into Vanessa's past.

Vanessa and Diana discuss their respective situations, with a focus on

Vanessa's complicated feelings for Aiden, whom she is married to in a

business arrangement. Diana is perceptive, noting Vanessa's deeper feelings

for Aiden despite the supposed nature of their relationship. They reminisce

about their past, and Vanessa shares significant emotional baggage,

including a traumatic incident where her sister hit her with a car, reflecting

deep-seated family issues. This chapter underscores Vanessa's struggles with

trust and forgiveness, while also hinting at Aiden's troubled family history

and how these shared experiences bond them.

As the holiday season approaches, Vanessa returns home to find solace in

small joys like baking and receiving presents, juxtaposed with feelings of

loneliness. Aiden's quiet presence is highlighted, and their dynamic subtly

shifts with a simple, heartfelt moment when Aiden watches a nostalgic

movie with Vanessa, leading to a shared emotional vulnerability.
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In the following Chapter Twenty-Five, the relationship between Vanessa and

Aiden reaches a pivotal moment. They both demonstrate affection and

concern for each other through subtle gestures and conversations. Vanessa

and Zac bond over the adorably charming Leo, a puppy Vanessa gifted to

Aiden for Christmas. Zac hints at noticing the deeper connection between

Vanessa and Aiden, encouraging Vanessa to recognize what she feels for

Aiden. The chapter also touches upon the uncertainty of the future as Zach

considers moving to Austin, further complicated by Aiden's end-of-season

plans and their implications for their future, both personal and professional.

During a high-tension day, Aiden’s team faces a disappointing defeat,

amplifying emotional stress. Despite the outcome, Vanessa offers Aiden her

unwavering support, a testament to their growing bond. A surprising kiss

from Aiden challenges the boundaries of their initial agreement, suggesting a

shift from a business arrangement to something more genuine and heartfelt.

Overall, these chapters reveal an intricate tapestry of relationships woven

with lingering past pains, burgeoning present bonds, and uncertain futures,

all centered around the transformative power of love and companionship.
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Chapter 25 Summary: 

In Chapter Twenty-Five, the close-knit dynamic between Vanessa, Aiden,

 and Zac is highlighted through their interactions with Aiden's puppy, Leo,

amidst a backdrop of professional tension. While Aiden is intensely focused

on his upcoming football game, Vanessa acts as a supportive partner,

ensuring that Leo is well taken care of. As the playoffs approach, the stress

is palpable, but Vanessa and Zac provide support in their own ways. Vanessa

struggles with her feelings of being out of the loop concerning Aiden's

career decisions and the potential changes it could bring to their lives,

worrying about a potential move to Colorado for the off-season.

As Aiden's game day arrives, the scenario plays out dramatically with a

crushing loss and a breakout of frustration amongst the fans. The pressure

upon Aiden is immense, leading Vanessa to impulsively show him a gesture

of solidarity from the stands. This leads to a bittersweet moment where

someone in the crowd perceives her as the source of Aiden’s strength,

acknowledging her presence in Aiden’s life. Despite the intensity, Aiden

subtly reassures Vanessa of her importance before they leave together, a

gesture that leaves Vanessa contemplating the depth of her feelings more

intensely.

Chapter Twenty-Six delves into Vanessa's anxieties about a book convention

she needs to attend for her work. Though nervous, Aiden reassures her with
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heartfelt support, demonstrating his belief in her talent. As Vanessa grapples

with her fears, Aiden's unexpected appearance at the convention serves as

monumental support. Despite the apparent business nature of their

relationship, Aiden's presence and assertion of their partnership leave

Vanessa grappling with her blossoming feelings for him. These feelings

intensify as the day progresses, marked by interactions that showcase

Aiden’s quiet but strong commitment to Vanessa.

The chapter culminates in a heartwarming and intimate scene in their hotel

room, where Vanessa, amidst laughter and gratitude, acknowledges Aiden's

immense impact on her life. His willingness to be there for her, especially

under circumstances that echo her past disappointments, allows her to reflect

on the depth of her feelings, love, and the complex web of their relationship.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 

In Chapter Twenty-Six, Vanessa is preparing for a major book convention

 and is consumed by anxiety and self-doubt. She faces the daunting task of

packing, feeling like she lacks suitable clothes, while also confronting the

emotional turmoil of Aiden leaving for Colorado soon. Despite her nerves

about the convention, Aiden, ever her rock, reassures her with unwavering

support, highlighting his confidence in her abilities as a graphic designer.

This protective and caring side of Aiden further complicates Vanessa's

emotions as she harbors deeper feelings for him, despite knowing their

relationship is rooted in a business arrangement.

The chapter leaps forward to the convention, where Vanessa's anxiety peaks

as she struggles with self-confidence amidst the bustling event.

Unexpectedly, Aiden arrives at the convention to support her, which turns

Vanessa's dread into joy. His presence attracts attention and, unknowingly,

boosts Vanessa’s booth traffic, showcasing his influence and their complex

dynamic. Despite the potential challenge of confronting her feelings for

Aiden, his unplanned visit reinforces their friendship and reminds Vanessa of

the deeply supportive role he plays in her life, even as her heart grapples

with unrequited love.

In Chapter Twenty-Seven, post-convention life resumes as Aiden announces

that his friends will visit after the All Star Bowl, necessitating Vanessa to
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share Aiden’s room. The logistics of accommodating the guests emphasize

the growing intimacy in Vanessa and Aiden's living arrangement, with

Vanessa's unvoiced affection simmering under the surface. The prospect of

maintaining their facade as a married couple while hosting Aiden’s friends,

including a mutual acquaintance from Vanessa's past, adds another layer of

tension.

The chapter explores the complexity of their living situation and Vanessa’s

internal struggle with her affections. As Aiden’s friends settle in, Vanessa is

reminded of the importance of appearances, which further pressures her to

conceal her emotional turmoil. The emotional tug-of-war she experiences is

highlighted when Aiden’s friend Cain appears, bringing past memories and

feelings to light. Despite her internal conflict, Vanessa remains committed to

upholding their arrangement, with the closing scene revealing a soft,

domestic comfort shared with Aiden, showcasing the heartache and warmth

tangled in their unconventional relationship.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Overcoming self-doubt

Critical Interpretation: The chapter illustrates a pivotal moment where

Vanessa faces a wave of self-doubt and anxiety as she prepares for a

significant book convention. Just when it seems overwhelming, Aiden

stands by her as a steadfast pillar of support, transforming her

trepidation into reassurance and encouragement. This scenario

underscores a fundamental lesson: surrounding yourself with

supportive individuals can help combat self-doubt and uplift you when

you need it most. It’s a reminder that sometimes, all it takes is one

person’s belief in you to change your internal narrative and empower

you to face challenges head-on. In life, drawing on the strength and

encouragement of those who believe in you can be the key to

overcoming your insecurities and achieving your potential.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 

In Chapters 27 and 28, we delve into the complexities of Vanessa and

 Aiden's relationship as they balance their personal feelings with the

practicalities of their unique situation. The chapters commence with Aiden

announcing that his friends will visit after he returns from the All-Star Bowl,

which forces Vanessa to grapple with the reality of their faux marriage.

They've agreed to maintain the charade to keep themselves out of legal

trouble, which now requires convincing his friends of their ostensibly real

relationship.

Vanessa is also dealing with the challenges of preparing for an upcoming

marathon, doubting her ability to complete it due to exhaustion from

training. When Aiden's friends Chris and Drew finally arrive, they are joined

by Cain—a man from Vanessa's college past—adding another layer of

complexity to the visitor dynamics. During their interactions, Aiden and

Vanessa's chemistry is apparent, with subtle tensions hinting at deeper

emotions beneath the surface.

These chapters pivot on Vanessa's internal struggle with her growing love for

Aiden, who remains oblivious to her feelings. Aiden's unexpected jealousy

and concern about Vanessa's past involvement with Cain hint at his deeper

feelings for her, albeit unspoken.
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The narrative shifts to a scene where Vanessa wakes up with Aiden by her

side, leading to an intimate morning conversation that toes the line between

friendship and something more. However, the moment is disrupted when

Vanessa receives distressing news over a phone call, resulting in an

emotional upheaval that leaves her needing to visit the hospital immediately.

Throughout these chapters, the themes of friendship, unspoken love, and the

burden of maintaining a façade are consistently explored. The added tension

of Vanessa's past and her uncertain relationship with Aiden underscore the

emotional intricacies that define their interactions.
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Chapter 28: 

Chapter Twenty-Eight Summary:

Vanessa wakes up beside Aiden, struggling with her hidden feelings for him.

Despite Aiden’s preference for no-strings-attached relationships, he has been

spending more time with Vanessa, which leaves her questioning their

relationship. In bed, their playful banter suggests mutual affection, though

they avoid discussing their true feelings. Later, Vanessa is engrossed in

designing a tattoo when Aiden sneaks up on her, praising her work. He

invites her to join him and his friends for dinner, and they share more tender,

laughter-fueled moments, but Vanessa remains wary of expressing her

feelings fully.

As night falls, Vanessa accidentally finds herself intimately close with

Aiden, and they share a passionate moment interrupted by the house alarm

and phone calls from her friend Diana, which Vanessa later learns is due to

Diana's abusive boyfriend. The reality of Diana's injuries and filing a police

report shakes Vanessa, filling her with guilt for not noticing signs earlier.

Overwhelmed by emotions, Vanessa asks Aiden to drive her to the hospital

to be with Diana.

Chapter Twenty-Nine Summary:
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Vanessa feels emotionally drained after supporting her friend Diana through

her abusive ordeal. Meanwhile, Aiden has left for Colorado, and she misses

him intensely, clinging to the texts he sends her, often accompanied by

photos of their puppy, Leo. As she grapples with loneliness, her friendship

with Zac also suffers as he battles a foot injury that temporarily halts their

marathon training together. Despite his injury, Zac insists on staying to

support Vanessa in her upcoming marathon.

Trevor, Aiden's manager, unexpectedly visits, bringing more stress by

questioning Vanessa’s motives and financial independence. He reveals that

he once tried to fire Vanessa, but Aiden refused to let it happen. This

revelation surprises Vanessa, as it shows that Aiden valued her presence

more than she realized. As Vanessa and Zac navigate their struggles

separately, Vanessa contemplates Aiden's influence on her life, processing

the recent truths Trevor unveiled. While texting Aiden, Vanessa learns how

deeply Aiden cared about her, solidifying the unspoken bond between them.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 

Chapter Twenty-Nine and Thirty Summary

In the aftermath of turmoil and emotional upheaval, Vanessa grapples with

her lingering feelings of guilt and helplessness after the assault on her best

friend, Diana. Diana has left to stay with her parents in San Antonio

following a violent episode with her boyfriend, and Vanessa is left feeling

the weight of responsibility and frustration for not having intervened sooner.

Meanwhile, her friend Zac is recovering from a foot injury, leaving Vanessa

to face the challenge of marathon training largely on her own.

Vanessa is also dealing with her growing feelings towards Aiden, who has

left for Colorado, teasing her with frequent text messages including updates

about their dog, Leo. Aiden’s absence is an unwelcome reminder of

Vanessa’s loneliness, but also spurs her realization of his importance in her

life. Despite her hurt and the emotional chaos surrounding her, she continues

to train diligently, motivated in part by her connection to Aiden and by the

promise she made to herself.

Amidst this emotional deep dive, Trevor, an intermediary figure representing

significant stress and miscommunication from the past, visits, adding

tension. His presence illuminates misunderstandings about Aiden’s feelings

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


and intentions, revealing that Aiden had actually insisted on keeping Vanessa

as part of his life against Trevor's objections. This revelation opens Vanessa's

eyes to the depth of Aiden’s feelings for her, sparking a pivotal moment of

self-realization and emotional clarity.

As Vanessa readies herself for a marathon she never thought she could

complete, Aiden reaches out through an unexpected phone call to provide

emotional support. This call serves as a turning point, with Aiden expressing

faith in Vanessa’s indomitable spirit, propelling her forward with the belief

that quitting isn’t an option.

On marathon day, Vanessa is flooded with self-doubt and physical

exhaustion but is buoyed by thoughts of Aiden and her loved ones. Despite

intense pain and the sense of being on the brink of collapse, Vanessa drags

herself across the finish line through sheer determination.

Aiden surprises Vanessa by meeting her at the marathon's end, a tangible

testament to his feelings. Amidst the completion high and physical

extremities, Vanessa comes to terms with her emotions and her need for

Aiden in her life. The chapter culminates in a deep emotional exchange

between Aiden and Vanessa, where Aiden verbally confirms his love for her,

and they finally embrace the romantic relationship they’ve been dancing

around.
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In the end, they both acknowledge the importance of their bond, choosing to

face the future together no matter where it might take them, echoing Aiden’s

idea that home is where the heart is. This mutual acknowledgment paves the

way for a new chapter in their intertwined lives, embracing the challenges

and joys of a shared future with open hearts.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 

Chapter Thirty Summary:

In Chapter Thirty, Vanessa Mazur struggles with self-doubt as she prepares

to run a marathon, questioning her motivations and the toll the training has

taken on her physically and emotionally. Despite her exhaustion and knee

pain, she feels compelled to finish the race, fueled by the memory of her

friend Zac's support and her determination to not abandon her months-long

training effort. As she prepares for the marathon, she receives a call through

a volunteer's phone from Aiden Graves, her supportive and caring partner.

Aiden encourages her, reminding her of her resilience and inner strength,

despite her fears of failure. His words bolster her resolve, and she begins the

race with renewed determination.

Throughout the grueling marathon, Vanessa pushes through intense physical

pain and self-doubt, reminding herself of her loved ones, including her

brother and Aiden, as her motivation. Despite feeling like she's "crossing

into the Underworld" with every step, she perseveres with sheer willpower

until she finally crosses the finish line. Overwhelmed with emotion, Vanessa

collapses into Aiden's arms, who had secretly come to support her. His

presence reaffirms the strength of their relationship and mutual love, which

gives her a profound sense of accomplishment.
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After the marathon, Aiden comforts Vanessa, bringing her food and water

for recovery, and Vanessa finally admits her deep love for Aiden. Despite

their complicated past and his previous avoidance of commitment, Aiden

confesses he has missed her and wanted her to be with him. They share a

passionate reconnection, solidifying their bond as they promise to face the

future together.

Epilogue Summary:

In the epilogue, Vanessa is watching a pivotal football game where Aiden's

team, the San Diego Guards, accomplishes an incredible comeback to reach

the championship finals. As Aiden's wife, Vanessa is aware of the stakes; it's

Aiden's last season, and winning the biggest game of them all would mean

the world to him. The anxiety and hope in the family's box reflect the

emotional weight of the game, particularly for those closest to the players.

When the team triumphs, the energy is electric, and Vanessa, with their two

children, feels an overwhelming sense of shared victory.

Reflecting on how this is a bittersweet moment as Aiden is set to retire,

Vanessa acknowledges the mixed feelings surrounding the end of his

football career, a chapter of their lives marked by his dedication and love for

the game. Despite the challenges of the transition, Vanessa is confident in
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their future together. Aiden's deep commitment to his family and the joy he

finds in them assure her that happiness will remain at the center of their

lives.

As the players return from the game, Aiden is overwhelmed with joy, his

blank facade breaking into a genuine smile upon seeing his family. His

happiness and fulfillment in their presence reinforce the bond they share,

emphasizing that, for Aiden, being with Vanessa and their children is his

greatest triumph. In a public display of affection and unity, Aiden embraces

his family, symbolizing the personal victory he cherishes above all else,

affirming that he has found his true happiness with them.

These chapters highlight Vanessa's journey of perseverance, love, and the

strength of her and Aiden's relationship, culminating in a promising and

fulfilling future beyond the football field.
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