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About the book

In"**The Way to Rainy Mountain**," N. Scott Momaday intricately
weaves the myths, legends, and histories of the Kiowatribe into a tapestry of
cultural memory and personal pilgrimage. Spanning three generations,
Momaday's work traces therich, resilient stories that linger like whispers
echoing through time, inviting readers on a poetic journey amidst the vast
plains of the native land. At its heart, the book explores the profound
connections between land, identity, and storytelling, offering an
introspective glimpse into the tradition and energies of the Kiowa people.
Through haunting imagery and eloguent prose, Momaday beckons the reader
to traverse the pathways to Rainy Mountain, an sacred space filled with
wisdom and enduring wonder, urging us to reflect on our own ancestry and

the timeless role of narrative in shaping our souls.
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About the author

N. Scott Momaday is an acclaimed Kiowa novelist, poet, and painter whose
words have richly contributed to the landscape of American literature. Born
on February 27, 1934, in Lawton, Oklahoma, Momaday's culturally rich
upbringing instilled in him an intrinsic appreciation for Native American
traditions and a unique narrative style. His profound connection to heritage
is gracefully reflected in his writings, notably underscored by his Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel, "House Made of Dawn." As a public intellectual,
Momaday's multifaceted work celebrates Native American culture while
exploring themes of identity, memory, and the human relationship with
nature. His enduring legacy and influential storytelling have not only paved
the way for subsequent generations of writers but have also fostered a
broader understanding and appreciation of Indigenous narratives in
contemporary literature. "The Way to Rainy Mountain," one of his
celebrated works, embodies this legacy beautifully, intricately weaving

Kiowa folklore with personal narrative and historical reflection.
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Chapter 1 Summary: page 4

The narrative begins by chronicling the remarkable journey of the Kiowas, a
Native American tribe whose great adventure took them from the
headwaters of the Y ellowstone River through the vast expanses of the
continent to the Wichita Mountains. This migration was not just a physical
journey but atransformative process that shaped their identity and cultural
ethos. During their travels, they acquired horses, adopted the religion of the
Plains, and developed a profound appreciation for the open land, which
resonated with their intrinsic nomadic spirit. Their alliance with the
Comanches allowed them to establish dominance over the southern Plains

for a century, marking their evolution into a mature and self-aware people.

This narrative is framed as a history of an idea—the Kiowas' understanding
of themselves. Preserved through oral tradition, this ideareflects the essence
of the Kiowas, even though much of the verbal tradition has fragmented over
time into mythology, legend, lore, and hearsay. Y et, the core of their
self-conception remains as vivid and complete as ever, atestament to the

endurance of their cultural identity.

The journey to Rainy Mountain, thus, becomes not merely a historical
recounting but a reimagined voyage that embodies a powerful fusion of
imagination and memory. It isahalistic journey, rich with movement and

meaning, evoking a landscape that defies comparison, atime irretrievably
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lost, and aresilient human spirit. Thisimaginative journey parallels the
historical one, capturing the essence of Kiowa culture while providing
insights into how these traditions are conceived and fused within the human

mind.

L andmarks punctuate this voyage, offering glimpses into various interwoven
journeys. The migration of the Kiowas is showcased as an expression of the
human spirit, imbued with a sense of wonder and delight. Thisis epitomized
in the origins of the Sun Dance—a sacred ceremony centering around
Tai-me, a spiritual figure, avivid reminder of the beauty and cultural
richness of that era. This narrative of the Kiowas thus becomes a profound

exploration of human identity, tradition, and aspiration.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Y our Journey of Transformation

Critical Interpretation: The extraordinary odyssey of the Kiowas isn't
just atale of migration; it'savivid chronicle of transformation and
self-discovery. Their journey across expansive landscapes symbolizes
apersonal and collective metamorphosis, shaped by opportunities and
challenges. Y ou, too, inhabit a world where each step, each decision,
and each change molds your identity and worldviews. Embrace your
journey, for it is an ongoing venture filled with potential to redefine
who you are. Like the Kiowas who grew resilient and self-aware
through their experiences, your adventures can inspire growth,
enhance self-perception, and cultivate an intimate understanding of

your place within the broader tapestry of life.
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Chapter 2 Summary: page 6

The narrative begins with the poignant image of an elderly woman, who in
death appears as innocent and childlike as she once must have seemed when
her life began. Thiswoman is Aho, a connection to a vibrant past for the
Kiowa people, who once thrived on the plains of North America. At the time
of Aho's birth, the Kiowas were experiencing the final flourish of their
storied past. For over acentury, in aliance with the Comanches, they had
dominated the vast stretches of land from the Smoky Hill River southward
across the plains, establishing their rule through exceptional horsemanship

and warfare, which they considered their sacred duty.

However, the introduction of the U.S. Cavalry marked aturning point for the
Kiowas, athough they were slow to realize the inexorable nature of its
threat. Eventually, a combination of division, scarcity of resources, and
relentless pursuit by the army led to their desperate retreat to the Staked
Plains. The Kiowas, once proud and formidable, were reduced to fleeing
under harsh conditions and ultimately surrendering at Fort Sill, where many
faced imprisonment. Although Aho was never confined, she grew up in the
shadows of defeat and heard the anguished tales of the warriors who had

once been her tribe's protectors and heroes.

Aho's lineage traces back to an ancient, enigmatic tribe from the mountain

regions of western Montana. For centuries, this group embarked on a
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significant migration, venturing southeast in search of a new homeland and a
better future. Along their journey, they encountered the Crows, who played a
crucia rolein their transformation, bestowing upon them the horse culture
and spiritual traditions that would hallmark their civilization. During this
time, the Kiowas embraced the Sun Dance religion, symbolized by the
sacred Tai-me doll, which brought them a spiritual bond with the sun and
renewed their belief in their destined greatness. With these changes came a

profound sense of purpose that fueled their courage and pride as a people.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Transformation Through Adversity

Critical Interpretation: Navigating through hardships and adapting
amidst adversity is an echoing lesson from this chapter, most vividly
embodied in the journey of the Kiowas. Despite facing

insurmountabl e odds against the U.S. Cavalry, resource depletion, and
internal divisions, the Kiowas' history is a testament to resilience and
adaptation in the face of loss. Drawing inspiration from their story, our
lives can be enriched by understanding that challenges and
transformations often go hand-in-hand. Just as the Kiowas did,
embracing change can forge a path of newfound strength and a
redefined sense of purpose. By honoring traditional values while
embracing new influences, you, too, can navigate through life's
adversities, transforming them into powerful catalysts for personal

growth and renewal.
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Chapter 3 Summary: page 7

The chapter opens with the transformation of a society once preoccupied
with mere survival into aformidable and proud community known for their
skills as fighters, thieves, hunters, and spiritual leaders. This group, the
Kiowas, believes they entered the world through a metaphorical hollow log,
fulfilling an ancient prophecy as they emerged from a sunless existence. As
they settled on the southern Plains of North America, their identity and

culture took on new dimensions.

The narrator introduces their grandmother, who lived her life near Rainy
Mountain in Oklahoma. Her rich oral history connects her to distant lands
and peoples, such as the Crows and the sacred Black Hills, which she had
never physically visited. Inspired by her vivid stories and driven by adesire
to experience these places first-hand, the narrator embarks on a pilgrimage,
traveling fifteen hundred miles to bridge the chasm between imagination and
reality.

Y ellowstone, characterized as the "top of the world," is described in all its
maj estic beauty, marked by deep lakes, towering trees, and cascading
waterfalls. However, despite its alure, the narrator perceives a sense of
confinement within its close skyline and dense woods. The natural freedom
of the mountainsis reserved for the wildlife: the eagle, elk, badger, and bear.

Unlike the Kiowas, whose sense of power was once measured by how far
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they could see, the wilderness renders them metaphorically bent and blind.

The narrative journey then moves eastward, down from the highlands to the
plains. Here, the earth seemsto expand, and the horizon retreats, inviting
endless contemplation. July's natural bounty fills the slopes with wildflowers
and grasses, creating a vast scene where clusters of trees and distant animals
stretch the imagination. The sun, unhindered, dominates the sky, turning the
plains into a divine landscape. Asthe Kiowas reach the territory of the
Crows and Blackfeet, they face a critical moment of change. Thisis where
the warmth of the sun, symbolizing divine presence, firmly establishes itself
in the realm of the plains—a land demanding transformation and adaptation

from the Kiowas.

Section Description

A society focused on survival evolves into a powerful community

Transformation known for its combat, theft, hunting, and spiritual prowess, identified

of Society as the Kiowas.
Mythical The Kiowas believe they emerged from a metaphorical hollow log,
Beginning embodying an ancient prophecy.

Settling on the The Kiowas' identity and culture expand as they settle on the

Plains southern Plains of North America.

Connection to The narrator's grandmother ties her rich oral history to distant lands,
Ancestors such as those of the Crows and Black Hills.

Pilgrimage Inspired by her stories, the narrator embarks on a journey to visit
Motivations these places themselves.
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Section Description

Yellowstone Described as "top of the world," it boasts scenic beauty, with a feeling
Experience of confinement contrasting the Kiowas' past expansive vision.
Contrast of Moving from mountains to plains alters perception, as the earth and
Environments horizon expand, inviting contemplation.
July's The plains in July are rich with grasses and flowers, with the sun
Abundance dominating the sky, creating a divine landscape.

: . As the Kiowas enter the Crows and Blackfeet territory, they face
Territory Shifts : .

necessary transformation and adaptation.

Symbolism of The sun represents divine presence on the plains, marking a pivotal
the Sun change for the Kiowas.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Our Journey to Bridge Imagination and Reality
Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you embark on atransformative
journey, inspired by ancestral tales and stories that ignite your
imagination. Just like the narrator who seeks to connect with the lands
and legends of their heritage, you, too, have the power to bridge the
gap between imagination and reality. This chapter teaches you that it
is through the stories of those who came before you—their resilience,
dreams, and explorations—that you can draw inspiration to chart your
own path. Y ou are encouraged to undertake the journey to places of
personal significance, to explore and discover your connectionsto a
world that is both real and imagined, thus enriching your
understanding and appreciation of self-identity and cultural legacy.
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Chapter 4: page 8

In the dawn hours, as light cascades over the Bighorn River and illuminates
the grain-covered hills, ancient cosmic forces seem to guide a group,
holding them steady with their gaze on the northern mountains. This group
carries Tai-me, a sacred symbol, eastward—suggesting an internal and
upcoming migration of the spirit, if not the body, from the harsh winter

landscapes they know so well.

A mysterious, dark mist envelops the Black Hills, wherethe land is as
unyielding asiron. From a high ridge, the narrator observes Devil's Tower
jutting audaciously against the drab sky, reminiscent of a primordial force
breaking through the Earth’s crust. This natural monument inspires a
profound, solemn feeling within the heart, a significant site that birthed

ancient Kiowa mythology.

The narrator recounts a legend from two centuries past, told by their
grandmother, about seven sisters and one brother. During a playtime, the
brother suddenly transforms into a bear, terrifying his sisters who are
pursued by the bear. They seek refuge upon atalking tree stump, which lifts
them high into the air, thwarting the bear's attempts to reach them. Out of
reach, the sisters ascend into the cosmos, transforming into the seven stars of

the Big Dipper, forever linking the Kiowato their celestial relatives.
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This story has provided the Kiowa people with aform of celestial kinship, a
spiritual compass guiding them through their trials and tribulations, offering
assurance and hope beyond their struggles. The narrator's grandmother
embodies this connection; although a committed Christian in her later years,
she maintained a profound, spiritual respect for the sun and her people's
ancient customs. Having participated in the Sun Dances of her childhood,
she understood these rites as a critical means of cultural and spiritual
renewal, wherein Tai-me played a central role in preserving and restoring her

community's identity and tradition. Her sense of awe and reverence for these
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Chapter 5 Summary: page 10

The chapter reflects on the profound cultural and historical moment of the
Kiowa people's last Sun Dance in 1890, an event deeply interwoven with
loss and transition. The Sun Dance, a pivotal spiritual ceremony for the
Kiowa, was traditionally central to their social and religious life. However,
by 1887, the buffalo, which were integral to thisritual, had vanished from
the plains. This disappearance was a result of overhunting and systematic
efforts to diminish the Native American way of life. In an attempt to hold
one final Sun Dance, agroup of elder Kiowa men traveled into Texas to
negotiate for a buffalo from the Goodnight Ranch. Despite these efforts,
when the tribe congregated for the ceremony, they found themselves with
only an old buffalo hide to hang upon the sacred medicine tree. Their hopes
were further dashed when soldiers from Fort Sill, enforcing policies that
aimed to suppress Indigenous practices, ordered the dispersal of the
congregation before the ritual could commence. This moment, marked by
the absence of buffalo and suppression by military force, effectively ended

the practice of the Sun Dance among the Kiowa.

The narrative transitions to a personal reflection on the author's
grandmother, who was present at this historic but somber event as a
ten-year-old child. Her life spans the transition from a vibrant Kiowa
cultural practice to atime of significant change and loss. The author

reminisces about his grandmother, recalling her daily routines and the
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dignified resilience she demonstrated throughout her life. Despite the
cultural and personal losses she witnessed, she maintained alife of quiet

dignity and deep spirituality.

The grandmother is remembered vividly in various postures that characterize
her life: tending to her home, engaged in traditional crafts, and most
memorably, in prayer. Her prayers, delivered in Kiowa, were deeply
personal and imbued with alingering sorrow, a testament to the struggles
and hopes she had experienced. Although the grandson did not understand
the language, the tone of her voice conveyed a profound sense of urgency
and emotion, transcending the boundaries of language itself. In these
moments of prayer, she was rendered ailmost otherworldly, afigure at once
poignant and enduring, embodying the resilience and cultural memory of the

Kiowa people.

This juxtaposition of cultural historiography with intimate familial
memories provides a powerful reflection on the loss and legacy within
Indigenous cultures, emphasi zing the enduring strength and spirituality that

can persist even amidst great adversity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Preserving Cultural Memory Through Resilience

Critical Interpretation: Reflect on how the resilient spirit of the
author's grandmother, steadfastly maintaining her cultural traditions
despite the encroaching loss and suppression faced by the Kiowa
people, can inspire your life. It teaches you the importance of holding
onto your cultural roots and values even when external forces seem
overwhelming. Like the grandmother, embodying quiet dignity and
continuing spiritual practices can provide strength in times of change.
Her story encourages you to find solace and power in maintaining
your heritage, using cultural expressions as a foundation to navigate
life's trangitions. This resilience not only preserves memory but also
empowers you to adapt and thrive amidst adversity, ensuring that what

is valuable is neither lost nor forgotten.
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Chapter 6 Summary: page 11

In this excerpt, the narrator reflects on a past that is rich with sensory detail
and deep emotional resonance. The text begins with a sense of finality and
loss, highlighted by the narrator's acknowledgment that a reunion with a
significant person or place from the past is unlikely. This sets a somber tone

that permeates the first section.

Subsequently, the narrative shifts to a vivid description of weathered houses,
which serve as solitary sentinels on the plains. These dwellings, aged by the

elements, take on a haunting, spectral presence. Their worn exteriors suggest
aconnection to past lives and spirits, reinforcing the sense of history and

memory that permeates the landscape.

The focus then moves to the narrator’ s memories of their grandmother's
house, a vibrant hub of activity during the summers. The Kiowa people, to
whom the narrator belongs, cherish these warmer months as a time of
gathering and celebration. The older generations, adept and dignified, come
together in traditional garments, exuding an air of historical continuity and
communal strength. Their attire, with its bright shirts and adorned hairstyles,

signifiesidentity and cultural pride.

Women play an essentia role in these gatherings, indulging in gossip and

laughter as a counterbalance to their duties. Their attire, amix of vibrant
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shawls, beadwork, and silver, complements the festive atmosphere. The
description of their lively interactions conveys a sense of freedom and

self-expression.

Asthese familial and communal events unfold, children—Iike the narrator in
their youth—play around the periphery, surrounded by the glow of lamplight
and songs from elders. These nocturnal feasts are remembered for their
abundance and warmth, infused with laughter and a sense of wonder. Even
as the festivities subside and silence returns, the narrator finds comfort in the
presence of their grandmother, hinting at a deep bond and a cherished sense

of belonging.

This memory serves as a poignant portrait of cultural heritage and the
passage of time, illustrating how past moments of community and tradition
endure in the heart and mind, leaving an indelible impact on individual

identity and memory.
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Chapter 7 Summary: page 12

The passage reflects the narrator's return to their grandmother's house, a
place filled with memories and symbolic landscapes. As the narrator steps
into the haunting silence of the home, it dawns on them for the first time
how confined the space feels—a stark contrast to childhood memories
perhaps. The visit occurs on anight illuminated by a nearly full moon,
offering a backdrop to an introspective moment on the stone steps by the
kitchen. Here, the narrator encounters a cricket on the handrail, silhouetted
against the moon, symbolizing the delicate and eternal dance of life and

death, capturing the essence of existence itself.

The next day, driven by the pull of familial ties and the weight of heritage,
the narrator takes a pilgrimage along the dirt road to Rainy Mountain. The
journey is both physical and emotional, as the rising heat and singing birds
accompany them. Rainy Mountain stands resplendent in the morning light,
with grasses shimmering, embodying the ancestral past. At the end of this
purposeful walk lies the narrator's grandmother's grave, confirming a
connection to lineage and tradition. The dark stones, engraved with names,
reinforce the sense of continuity and legacy. The narrator's backward glance
at the mountain marks the poignant culmination of this encounter with

heritage, memory, and the inescapabl e passage of time.
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Chapter 8: page 60

In Chapter XV111, we delve into the lore of the Kiowa people, a Native
American tribe renowned for their nomadic lifestyle, particularly during the
warmer months. The Kiowas' connection to the sun and their environment is
evident as a group of young men, driven by curiosity about the sun's journey
during winter, embark on a southward expedition. They venture beyond
familiar landsin pursuit of the sun, experiencing numerous marvels along
the way, which symbolizes the tribe's cultural emphasis on exploration and

understanding the world around them.

Their journey reaches a climax when they come across an enigmatic
gpectacle unlike anything they have witnessed before. As night falls and
exhaustion overcomes them, they camp in a dense thicket. While most sleep,
one hunter remains alert, utilizing his keen night vision. In the moonlight, he
perceives peculiar, diminutive figures with tails, moving stealthily among
the trees and silhouetted against the moon. Uncertain of hisown
observations, he shares his experience with his companions the following

morning, only to be met with skepticism and laughter.

However, as they prepare to depart, a shared intuitive sense of being
observed grips the group. They look up to find the mysterious small figures
actively moving through the branches above them. This eerie encounter

convinces the Kiowas they have discovered the sun's elusive winter
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dwelling. Choosing safety over further pursuit, they decide to return north,
eager for the familiar sustenance of buffalo meat and the comforts of their
homeland. Through this tale, the narrative captures the Kiowas' adventurous

spirit and reverence for the natural world, underscoring themes of discovery
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Chapter 9 Summary: page 61

Page 61 of the text highlights the transformative impact the introduction of
horses had on the lives of Native American tribes. Before possessing horses,
Native Americans were primarily foot-bound hunters, relying on laborious
methods to catch game such as deer and antelope. Their travels were limited,
and survival was adaily challenge. However, the introduction of the horse
revolutionized their way of life, particularly for tribes like the Plains Indians.
The horse allowed them to become skilled buffalo hunters, capable of
securing enough food in one day to sustain their families for an extended
period. This new mobility also enabled them to venture across vast
distances, over athousand miles, to engage in war parties, significantly

altering their socio-economic dynamics and territorial influence.

In the subsequent passage, the narrative shifts to a deeply personal
recollection of summers spent on Rainy Mountain Creek. The narrator
reminisces about living in an arbor near their grandmother's house, asimple
structure open to the elements, which offered expansive views of the
surrounding landscape, including a pecan grove and the open sky. The arbor
epitomized freedom and connection to the land, a stark contrast to the
confinement felt when seasonal changes required moving back into the
house. This childhood memory is painted vividly, with descriptions of the
arbor's earth floor, reminding the narrator of the warmth and openness of

summer, even during cold winter months.
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Through these reflections, the text juxtaposes cultural transformation and
personal nostalgia, illustrating how both historical shifts and intimate

memories shape identities and experiences.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Adaptation Unlocks New Possibilities

Critical Interpretation: Imagine alife where opportunities seem
limited, akin to tribes reliant solely on their own feet for survival. The
introduction of a single transformative element, such as the horse for
Native Americans, can open up aworld unimagined—vast distances
become traversable, hunts far more successful, and life richly endowed
with possibility. This key point reminds you to remain open to new
tools, perspectives, or skills that can revolutionize your experience,
expanding your boundaries and capabilities beyond current
constraints. By embracing adaptation, you invite the potential for
profound change and growth, empowering you to shape a dynamic

and resilient life.
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Chapter 10 Summary: page 67

Following the battle at Palo Duro Canyon, the defeat of the Kiowas was
evident asthey gradually surrendered at Fort Sill. Their surrender marked a
significant loss, as they were disarmed and imprisoned, stripping them of
their independence and way of life. Furthermore, the destruction of their
ponies, with aimost 800 horses killed and many others disposed of in various
ways, signified an extreme blow to their mobility and cultural heritage,

given the integral role horses played in their society.

By summer 1879, the Kiowas faced the unprecedented scarcity of buffalo,
their traditional source of sustenance and spirituality. The "Horse-eating Sun
Dance," or Tsen-pia Kado, symbolized this struggle. They conducted the
dance on the EIm Fork of the Red River, marking this crisis as their calendar
depicted with a horse's head above the medicine lodge. Lack of buffalo
forced the Kiowa to resort to eating their ponies, adire measure highlighting

the extinction of buffalo from their lands and arare sight thereafter.

Amidst these changes, the text transitions to New Mexico, where the
narrator reflects on personal experiences with the land. As a boy, he
explored the vibrant landscapes around Jemez Pueblo on animble red roan.
His adventures imprint a deep familiarity with the terrain, from mesas to
canyons. This connection to the landscape brings an appreciation of nature's

rhythm, exemplified in avivid recollection of riding into arefreshing rainfall
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during the heat of late summer. This personal narrative underscores the
profound connection between the people and the land they inhabit,
juxtaposed against the backdrop of cultural and environmental upheaval

experienced by the Kiowas.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Connection to the land and nature

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 10, you are invited to appreciate the
profound bond that exists between humans and their natural
surroundings. This association is a poignant reminder that true
connections endure beyond cultural and environmental upheavals. As
you embark on journeys through life, embracing the ties to the land
can offer solace, community, and insight. Let the world around you
inspire a degper understanding of your environment, and in doing so,
discover the serenity and strength that comes with being integrally
linked to the earth. The narrator's vibrant memories of exploring the
dynamic landscapes of New Mexico serve as an inspirational
testament to the enduring power of nature and the enrichment it brings

to our lives.
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Chapter 11 Summary: page 73

The narrative centers around a photograph and the experiences of
Mammedaty, a figure exuding calm, strength, and intelligence. The
description of Mammedaty's attire and features, including hislong braided
hair wrapped with fur and traditional Native American clothing, connects
him to his cultural heritage. His hands, notable for their small size and

prominent veins, slightly hint at familial traits.

Mammedaty's life is marked by unusual and profound observations that
signal his connection to the spiritual and natural world. Among the
noteworthy events he witnessed was a peculiar child, whose head stood out
in some significant, yet undefined, manner. He also encountered the

enigmatic tracks of awater beast, adding to the mystique of his experiences.

In one chance encounter, near a pecan grove, Mammedaty observed three
small alligators resting on alog—creatures no one else had seen before or
would see again. This sighting underscores Mammedaty's unique sensitivity

to the natural world and its mysteries.

The narrative unfolds to reveal Mammedaty's puzzlement over atrivial, yet
persistent, mystery: the fine texture of the earth moles|leave around their
burrows. One day, he witnesses a mole emerge, cheeks puffed with sail,

which it then blew out in afine, dark ring around its opening. Thisrevelation
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solved the riddle that had long intrigued Mammedaty, offering him a
moment of intellectual satisfaction and a deeper understanding of nature's
workings. More importantly, it symbolizes the acquisition of a powerful
medicine or insight, highlighting the intertwined themes of observation,
knowledge, and cultural significance embedded in Mammedaty’s life

journey.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Profound Understanding through Observation

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 11 of "The Way to Rainy
Mountain," Mammedaty's journey through various puzzling natural
phenomena, like his observation of a mole's mysterious earth patterns,
showcases the immense value of keen observation and reflective
thought in our lives. By paying close attention to details and patiently
seeking answers in the natural world around you, you can uncover
profound insights that transcend surface-level understanding. This
chapter encourages you to remain curious and attentive, reminding
you that through careful observation and thoughtful reflection, you too
can gain meaningful wisdom and connection to the world and your
cultural heritage, just as Mammedaty did. It's areminder that
observation is not just about seeing, but understanding the depth and
intricacy of how elementsin life intersect and hold stories waiting to

be discovered.
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Chapter 12: page 86

In this chapter, the narrative delves into the vivid preservation of arich oral
tradition that connects past generations to the present. The connection
between living memory and verbal tradition is embodied by Ko-sahn, a
centenarian who visited the narrator's grandmother's house one July
afternoon. Ko-sahn stands out as aliving link to the Kiowa peopl€'s cultural
heritage, particularly the Sun Dance ceremonies, which hold significant

historical and spiritual importance for her tribe.

Ko-sahn, with her frail figure and face marked by a century of life,
represents the remnants of arapidly disappearing generation. She is one of
the few left who can recall the times when the Sun Dance—a central ritual in
Kiowa culture—was still practiced. Dressed as atraditional Kiowa matron,

she presents a picture of dignity and resilience.

As Ko-sahn begins to recount her memories, she becomes a conduit of the
past. She describes an early morning from her youth when the community
gathered in anticipation. A great buffalo had been brought in, symbolizing
abundance and spiritual significance. The young Ko-sahn, along with her
sisters, received instructions to participate in the ritual by tying a piece of

beautiful cloth to the Tai-me tree, an integral part of the ceremony.

Through Ko-sahn's storytelling, readers are transported to a time when the

Dlgrid

More Free Book R
Cof 2
Scan to Download



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb

Sun Dance lodge took shape. A collective excitement filled the air, as the
community prepared and sang hymns that signified readiness and unity.
Songs were sung by tribal members, urging the four societies to gather
leaves and branches for the lodge, underscoring the communal effort and

spiritual preparation required for the Sun Dance.

This chapter serves as a poignant reminder of the importance of preserving
cultural traditions through oral history. Ko-sahn's narratives ensure that the

memory and essence of the Kiowa's Sun Dances remain alive, despite the

nascane of fime and the dwindlina ntimber of tho<se who experienced it
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Chapter 13 Summary: page 88

In this chapter, a ceremonial gathering marks the beginning of the Sun
Dance, an essential ritual for the community. The scene opens with the
participants coming together, and young boys, particularly those for whom
prayers had been made, being sent out to retrieve a special kind of sandy
earth necessary for the event. An old woman, symbolic and wise, carries a
bag of this earth on her back, embodying ancient traditions and the spirit of
playfulness despite her age. Her actions and song emphasize the joy and

continuity through generations.

This marks the prelude to the Sun Dance, a significant cultural and spiritual
event honoring Tai-me, arevered figure often associated with protection and
guidance. The Sun Dance is a communal event full of symbolism, involving
dancers who treat themselves with buffalo medicine, signifying healing and
connection to the natural world. The community gathers, adorned in vibrant
buckskin clothing and beaded adornments, with chiefs wearing necklaces

that gleam in the sunlight, underscoring the event's beauty and significance.

The narrative then shifts, drawing a parallel between the ceremonial past and
the present with Rainy Mountain, a place of cultural memory and identity. It
reflects on the life and legacy of Ko-sahn, perhaps no longer alive, who once
delivered the sacred earth. Her connection to the earth and the past mirrors

the collective memory of the people. In quieter moments, one might wonder
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if she saw the universe unfold in her dreams, contemplating her place in the
continuum of tradition, much like the falling stars in the night sky, each with

its own story yet part of alarger celestial dance.
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