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About the book

In "This Christmas," Emma Heatherington weaves a poignant tale of love,

loss, and the power of hope during the holiday season, as characters navigate

the complexities of their intertwined lives. Set against a backdrop of festive

cheer, the story delves into the heartwarming yet bittersweet moments that

emerge when unexpected connections are forged, and past sorrows surface.

Through shared struggles and the spirit of giving, Heatherington beautifully

captures how the magic of Christmas can lead to healing and redemption,

inviting readers to reflect on their own journeys and the transformative

power of love during the most wonderful time of the year. Immerse yourself

in this enchanting narrative that promises to tug at your heartstrings and

remind you of the true essence of the holiday season.
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About the author

Emma Heatherington is a talented and prolific author known for her

engaging storytelling and heartfelt narratives. With a background in

journalism, she has a keen understanding of character development and

emotional depth, which she skillfully weaves into her novels. Heatherington

has a passion for exploring themes of love, resilience, and the complexities

of human relationships, making her works resonate with readers around the

world. Her novels, including the charming holiday tale "This Christmas,"

showcase her ability to blend warmth and humor with poignant moments,

reflecting her own experiences living in Northern Ireland and her deep

appreciation for the magic of the festive season.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Ten Days to Christmas

### Nine Days to Christmas - Chapter Summary

Chapter Two: Rose's Journey to Finding Closure

As the festive spirit fills the air, Rose grapples with her mixed emotions

following the holiday party, where a fleeting encounter with a man

resembling her late partner, Michael, brought sorrow and confusion crashing

back into her life. While she puts on a brave face for her colleagues at

Activate International, the pangs of grief and loneliness threaten to

overwhelm her, especially as Christmas approaches.

With her decision to spend Christmas alone weighing heavily, Rose reflects

on her past holidays filled with family traditions and warmth. Memories of

her childhood family gatherings in their old farmhouse flood her mind,

contrasting sharply with her current solitude in Dublin. Her companionship,

George, her rescue dog, provides some comfort, but it’s not enough to fill

the void left by Michael’s absence.

A longing for change ignites within her, leading Rose to consider a

spontaneous trip to Seaview Cottage, a cherished place from her past.
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Despite the listing indicating it is closed for the holiday season, her

determination grows. After reaching out to the owner, she receives an

unexpected affirmation to stay, providing a glimmer of hope amidst her

despair.

As she prepares for her journey, Rose manages to lift her spirits briefly,

contemplating the potential for new memories in the cozy cottage. With

George’s loyalty at her side, Rose feels the anticipation of escaping her

painful routine, ready to confront both her ache and her memories head-on.

In this chapter, themes of grief, nostalgia, and the search for solace

intertwine, highlighting Rose’s struggle to navigate the complicated

emotions surrounding Christmas while attempting to carve out a space for

healing and hope. The enchanted promise of Seaview Cottage offers both a

physical journey and a metaphorical chance for Rose to rediscover herself

and, potentially, a path toward embracing joy again. 

Summary Analysis: 

In summary, Rose's character is deepened in this chapter as she embarks on a

journey both physical and emotional. Her connection to the past is intricately

explored through nostalgia, while the powerful impact of grief is

underscored by her way of coping—putting on a brave face and attempting

to carry on with life amidst profound loss. The stage is set for her

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


transformative experience at Seaview Cottage as she prepares for a

Christmas unlike any other, full of unknown possibilities.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Nine Days to Christmas

### Summary of Chapters Two to Four: Nine Days to Christmas

In Chapter Two, we meet Charlie, who is grappling with the emotional

turmoil of preparing to spend Christmas alone. His thoughts are dominated

by his daughter, Rebecca, who is away with her mother and stepfather in

another country. This chapter highlights Charlie’s internal conflict as he

receives messages from Helena, a person close to him who needs his

support. Despite feeling guilty about leaving her behind, Charlie feels it’s

essential for his mental health to escape to Donegal, where he hopes to find

solace in silence and isolation. The memories of his home, which is stark

and filled with reminders of Rebecca, only amplify his heartache, making

him anxious about the future and what Christmas will feel like without his

daughter. He embarks on the journey to Donegal with his dog Max, hoping

he can cut ties with the festive season that now feels excruciating.

Chapter Three shifts the perspective to Rose, who has just been given a

chance to stay at the cottage in Donegal. However, she recalls the emotional

weight of her family’s past connections to the place and reflects on her

complicated feelings about being there, especially after experiencing a

traumatic loss of her own—Michael, her love. Rose is filled with self-doubt

and pain as she contemplates why she believes she deserves to spend
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Christmas alone. Throughout her drive through the festive village, memories

of family gatherings and the love she once felt weigh heavily on her heart.

Overwhelmed by feelings of inadequacy and loneliness, she tries to find a

space where she can deal with her grief, ultimately reflecting on how

Michael's absence has rippled through the holiday celebrations, leaving her

feeling empty.

In Chapter Four, Charlie is put in a challenging situation when Rusty, the

cottage owner, arrives unexpectedly to inform him that Rose will be staying

with him for a night due to car trouble. Although Charlie’s initial instinct is

to resist sharing his space, he reluctantly agrees, not wanting to be rude and

appreciating the pressure Rusty feels over the mix-up. Meanwhile, Rose

contemplates whom she is intruding upon, feeling embarrassed and not

wanting to disrupt Charlie’s solitary retreat. The chapter explores the

internal struggles both characters face as they navigate the uncomfortable

reality of sharing the cottage. They are two people trapped in their own

solitude and grief, brought together by circumstance. 

Throughout these chapters, themes of loss, guilt, and the longing for

connection are explored, setting the stage for the unfolding dynamics as both

Charlie and Rose attempt to find healing and understanding this Christmas

season.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Eight Days to Christmas

### Summary of Chapters Six to Ten of *Eight Days to Christmas*

#### Chapter Six: Charlie

Charlie begins his first morning at the seaside cottage in Ballyhiernan Bay,

enjoying the fresh air and reflecting on past regrets. His friend Niall

encouraged him to take this trip for clarity and self-forgiveness after a

tumultuous year, which saw him dealing with the loss of family members

and coping with his ex-partner's move away. Back at the cottage, he finds his

unexpected housemate, Rose, still asleep and seems uncertain about their

awkward living arrangement. Charlie’s internal monologue reveals his

struggle with loneliness and the lingering effects of his past relationship.

Later, he notices the disarray Rose has left in the living room, while the

dogs, Max and George, add to the chaos of the situation. 

#### Chapter Seven: Rose

Rose deliberately avoids Charlie, spending her time in the living room with

her dog George while waiting for Rusty, the mechanic. Reflecting on her

past, she recalls family memories associated with the town and feels the

weight of her own grief over the loss of Michael, her late partner. After

Rusty's arrival brings bad news about her car, the conversation shifts to

options for her stay, with Charlie expressing frustration over the chaotic
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situation. Rose offers to stay at the cottage in exchange for splitting costs,

showing her resolve to find peace in her current circumstances. As they

discuss their newfound living arrangement, both express their desire for

privacy and distance.

#### Chapter Eight: Charlie

Charlie and Rose's interactions are initially strained, underscored by their

mutual desire to keep distance while navigating their unusual situation.

Charlie outlines some 'house rules' for their time together, but soon he finds

himself questioning the need for such formalities. Despite wanting solitude,

he starts to notice Rose's quirks and finds her endearing. Their discussion

about boundaries leads to a tentative understanding about sharing the space

and respecting each other's privacy. Meanwhile, Charlie’s memories of loss

resurface, illustrating his deeper emotional turmoil as he tries to keep

himself emotionally detached yet finds himself continually drawn to Rose.

#### Chapter Nine: Rose

As Rose explores the village, fond memories of childhood flood back,

offering her a momentary escape from her grief. She reminisces about past

Christmases with her family, embracing the nostalgic spirit that the village

invokes, despite her current emotional state. In a craft shop, she interacts

with Lorraine, who encourages her to embrace her memories and the

Christmas spirit without guilt. After purchasing decorations, Rose begins to

feel a sense of renewal, finding joy in tradition and commitment to moving
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forward, even as she grapples with her loss. Meanwhile, her thoughts about

an impending funeral linger as she tries to allow herself moments of

happiness.

#### Chapter Ten: Charlie

Charlie tunes into a FaceTime call with his daughter, Rebecca, feeling

anticipation and heartache simultaneously as he adjusts to her new life far

from home. During their call, he cherishes each moment, despite the veil of

sadness that looms over the conversation as he confronts the realities of

being separated from her. Clodagh’s authoritative attempt at controlling his

communication with Rebecca adds tension, making their situation feel even

more complicated. Rebecca’s innocent questions show her concern for her

father’s happiness, yet he struggles to reassure her while holding back his

own sadness. The call ends abruptly, emphasizing the strain in their changed

family dynamics, leaving Charlie to reflect on his heartbreak over missing

key moments with his daughter and his longing for their previous Christmas

traditions.

Overall, these chapters delve into the interwoven narratives of grief, loss,

and the search for connection amid the chaos of unexpected living situations,

highlighting the complexities of relationships as Charlie and Rose navigate

the holiday spirit in their respective journeys.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 4: Seven Days to Christmas

Chapter Twelve Summary

Charlie wakes late on a Christmas morning, feeling guilty about the sharp

words he exchanged with Rose the night before over Christmas decorations.

After a few drinks and an unsuccessful attempt to read, he finds his thoughts

heavy with guilt over his daughter Rebecca, who is far away, happily

blending into her new life with her stepdad while he grapples with his

feelings of isolation and anger towards the holiday season. 

A text from his friend Niall reminds him of a to-do list that encourages him

to get out and experience the beauty around him in Fanad, an area known for

its scenic landscapes and community spirit. Charlie reluctantly

acknowledges Rose’s impressive decorations, feeling a mix of admiration

and resentment towards the festive spirit she seems to embody.

Deciding to take his dog Max outside, Charlie is enveloped in the nostalgic

scents of cinnamon and gingerbread. The ambience draws him back to

happier memories. His introspection reveals deep-seated childhood traumas

and his motivations to make Christmas special for Rebecca, contrasting

sharply with his current mood.
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Max inadvertently makes the situation more embarrassing for Charlie when

he finds Rose’s bra, leading to a chaotic pursuit throughout the house. This

embarrassing incident turns what was a tense morning into a more

lighthearted moment, but Charlie remains flustered and self-conscious. 

Eventually, Rose and Charlie confront their awkwardness over the dog’s

antics, with Rose admitting her dog George had shredded Charlie’s book.

They discover a mutual understanding as they absolve each other of

responsibility for the dogs' mischief, and a subtle bond begins to form

between them, entwining their experiences of loss and loneliness over the

holiday season.

Chapter Thirteen Summary

After Charlie leaves for the day, Rose spends her time curled up by the fire

with her dog George, luxuriating in a romance novel that distracts her from

the painful memories of her past relationship with Michael. Nostalgia hits

her hard as she recalls the dreams she had of sharing moments in the

secluded cottage they had envisioned for romantic getaways, further

underscoring her grief over losing him.

While enjoying the peace, Rose’s daydreams are disrupted by reality;

George barking at a bird reminds her to join the outside world after a
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morning of rest. Despite wanting to remain in her cocoon, she decides it’s

time to cycle around the forest, an enticing prospect that could rejuvenate

her spirits. 

As she gears up and finds a dusty old bicycle in the shed, sweet memories

from her youth emerge, drawing her to take a ride. However, her exuberance

turns to disaster as George unexpectedly runs in front of her bicycle, causing

her to crash and injure herself. Despite her pain and a bruised ego, Rose's

thoughtful self-reflections and conversations with George reveal her

underlying longing for joy and healing. 

Upon returning to the cottage, she is pleasantly surprised by Charlie's

helpfulness, which takes her aback. He not only bandages her wounds but

also prepares a simple yet thoughtful meal, showcasing his care and

consideration. This unexpected kindness moves her deeply, contrasting with

the lonely struggles she has faced, reigniting warmth in her heart and stirring

emotions she had kept buried. While reflecting on the flavors of his lemon

pasta, Rose finds solace in the kindness of their interactions, hinting at the

development of a deeper connection amid their shared struggles.

Overall, as they navigate awkward encounters and emerging friendship, both

characters begin to open up, allowing for feelings of warmth and possibility

to slowly replace their feelings of isolation in this small corner of the world.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 5 Summary: Six Days to Christmas

### Summary of Chapters Fourteen to Seventeen of *Six Days to

 Christmas*

#### Chapter Fourteen

Charlie begins his morning surprisingly late, awoken by a phone call from

his friend Niall, who is struggling to maintain peace at home due to the

holiday chaos with his children. Niall inquires about Charlie's stay at

Seaview Cottage in Donegal, a place he has enjoyed during the summer but

finds different in winter. Their conversation reveals Charlie's appreciation

for the quiet and beautiful surroundings, especially the companionship of his

dog, Max. Niall expresses relief that Charlie is away from the tensions at

home and wishes him to come back refreshed. As they chat, Charlie hears

Rose singing in the background, leading to an awkward moment where Niall

mistakenly believes Charlie has a romantic interest in her. After their

conversation, a bemused Charlie reflects on his growing fondness for Rose,

despite his initial resolve to keep emotional distance.

#### Chapter Fifteen

Rose wakes with a conflicted sense of purpose. Although she planned to be

discreet during her stay at the cottage, she finds Charlie still there, a

reminder of their complicated living arrangement. Reflecting on her desire to

reconnect with the joy of life after her recent losses, she contemplates
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exploring more of Donegal. After a walk and nostalgic thoughts of family

memories, Rose begins to appreciate the unique serenity of the lighthouse

and the beauty of her surroundings. However, she struggles with deep

sorrow regarding her deceased partner, Michael. Her internal turmoil is

compounded by thoughts of returning home and the dread of Christmas,

which she’s avoiding for their family's sake. Ultimately, she decides to leave

the cottage, believing it best for everyone involved, but her previous

connection with Charlie lingers in her mind.

#### Chapter Sixteen

As Charlie settles down for the evening after Rose has left for the tavern, his

thoughts wander to her wellbeing. When Marion, the owner of the cottage,

unexpectedly visits to check on Charlie, a series of misunderstandings

unfold. Charlie discovers that Marion does not know about Rose's presence

at the cottage, and as their conversation unfolds, it becomes clear that there

are underlying tensions in her marriage to Rusty. Charlie feels protective of

Rose amidst Marion's assumptions, which adds to his discomfort regarding

their living situation. Despite the awkwardness, Marion invites Charlie to a

Christmas Fayre, promising a sense of community and festivity, then leaves

in a flurry once she realizes Rose's belongings are at the cottage. Charlie

remains troubled by the mystery surrounding Rose and the complexities of

her past, pondering the reason behind Marion’s fierce protectiveness.

#### Chapter Seventeen
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Rose finds solace at the Lighthouse Tavern, where lively music and a cozy

atmosphere allow her to temporarily escape her grief. As she interacts with

locals and fellow travelers, the weight of her past begins to lift, even as old

memories resurface unexpectedly. A flirtatious encounter with a man named

Billy prompts feelings of discomfort. Simultaneously, Charlie, also at the

tavern, reaches out via text to ensure Rose is well. This shared

communication leads to a deepening connection between them, as they both

navigate their personal struggles while enjoying the warmth of the festive

season. Charlie's presence provides a contrasting comfort to the

overwhelming pain Rose feels, signaling unspoken chemistry. As the night

progresses and they occasionally connect in the busy tavern, both characters

reflect on their feelings, leading Rose to realize she may be developing

unexpected feelings for Charlie, despite the complications that linger in both

of their lives.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Five Days to Christmas

### Summary of Chapters Eighteen, Nineteen, and Twenty

#### Chapter Eighteen: Charlie

Charlie prepares to leave for the Christmas Fayre, unable to bring his dog

Max along due to the chaotic environment that awaits. Despite his reluctance

to engage with the holiday spirit, he feels compelled to attend out of respect

for a charity that touches him deeply. Just before he leaves, he receives an

unexpected call from his ex-wife, Clodagh, which thrusts him into panic

when he sees that their daughter, Rebecca, is crying. She expresses her

homesickness while in Tenerife with Clodagh, causing Charlie immense

distress. He attempts to calm Rebecca while confronting Clodagh about her

sudden decision to move them there. The conversation devolves into tension

as both express their frustrations over parenting and their past, ending

abruptly when Clodagh hangs up on him.

Afterward, feeling emotionally overwhelmed, Charlie goes for a long walk

with Max to clear his head before heading to the village hall. The festive

atmosphere provides a momentary distraction, but reminders of Rebecca

lead him to feel the weight of his distress again. An interaction with a local

woman at a stall highlights the gossip surrounding his living situation with

Rose, stirring Charlie's curiosity about her. Ultimately, he buys a music box
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for Rose, rightfully retaining thoughts of his daughter in the back of his

mind.

#### Chapter Nineteen: Rose

Rose ventures down to the village hall for the Christmas Fayre, leaving her

dog George with Max at the cottage—hoping for a calm day. The hall is

filled with laughter and holiday spirit, drawing her in despite her mixed

feelings about Christmas. When she encounters Charlie, he is humorously

trapped overseeing Marion’s stall amid an explosive atmosphere. Their light

banter leads Rose to feel an unspoken connection, yet she is mindful of

Marion’s presence, who flirts with Charlie openly.

Rose eventually escapes to the Santa Grotto where she reconnects with

Rusty, who is now dressed as Santa. Their conversation reveals the strain in

his marriage to Marion. As they observe the festive chaos, she can’t help but

notice how alluding glances toward Charlie elicit conflicting feelings within

her. Rusty’s concerns about his relationship with Marion seep into Rose’s

mind, causing her to reflect on her own situation with Charlie as she

acknowledges her loneliness and fears about the future.

#### Chapter Twenty: Charlie

Charlie decides to leave the pub early after realizing he feels suffocated

among Marion’s enthusiastic socializations and the attention from local

women. He is left pondering Rose and their unique dynamic, especially as
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he confronts his own jealousy upon seeing her with another man, Billy. A

moment outside under the stars helps him connect with Rose, but he is still

burdened by his desire to keep their interactions light given Rose's budding

connection with Billy.

Inside the cottage, an unexpected revelation comes to light when Rose

casually mentions Billy’s invitation for dinner. Charlie remains

introspective, grappling with the notion of Rose moving on while he harbors

unexpressed feelings for her. They share a meaningful yet charged exchange

before nightfall, where unspoken words and possible affections hang in the

air, leading both Charlie and Rose to wrestle with their emotions in the quiet

of the night.

#### Overall Themes

Throughout these chapters, themes of familial love, emotional struggle, and

the complex nature of human connections during the holiday season emerge.

With the backdrop of Christmas, both Charlie and Rose confront their past

relationships, their current isolation, and the spark of a connection that could

offer hope amidst turmoil, all while navigating the potential pitfalls of

vulnerability and the fear of becoming too attached.

Chapter Summary

Chapter
Eighteen:

Charlie prepares for the Christmas Fayre but leaves his dog Max behind
due to the chaos. He receives a call from his ex-wife Clodagh, which
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Chapter Summary

Charlie

stresses him as their daughter Rebecca is upset and homesick in Tenerife.
Their argument escalates, and Charlie proceeds to the fayre, feeling
overwhelmed by his emotions yet buys a music box for Rose, keeping
thoughts of Rebecca in mind.

Chapter
Nineteen:
Rose

Rose goes to the Christmas Fayre, leaving her dog George with Max. She
finds joy amid the festive atmosphere but feels conflicted about her feelings
for Charlie, who is humorously managing Marion’s stall. After a
conversation with Rusty about his strained marriage, Rose reflects on her
loneliness and her connection to Charlie amid the chaos of the fayre.

Chapter
Twenty:
Charlie

Charlie leaves the pub early, feeling stifled by socializing. He grapples with
jealousy as he sees Rose with another man, Billy, but shares a meaningful
moment outside with her. Rose's mention of Billy’s dinner invitation adds
complexity to Charlie's feelings. Both characters face their unexpressed
emotions in a charged exchange that hints at deeper affections.

Overall
Themes

The chapters explore themes of familial love, emotional struggle, and
human connections during the holiday season. Charlie and Rose reflect on
their pasts, confront their isolation, and navigate potential romantic feelings
while dealing with vulnerability and the fear of attachment amidst the
backdrop of Christmas.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Four Days to Christmas

### Summary of Chapters Twenty-One to Twenty-Three

Chapter Twenty-One: Rose

In a cold and silent cottage, Rose feels an overwhelming sense of loneliness

as she wakes up without Charlie and Max, who had been her constant

companions during her stay. Missing the lively chaos they brought into her

mornings, she turns on Highland Radio, hoping to find comfort in Christmas

carols, but finds herself stuck in a cycle of sadness. She reflects on her

family's longing for her presence as Christmas approaches, particularly her

sister Sarah's encouragement to come home and heal.

Despite her desire to escape her surroundings, Rose feels trapped without a

car. Messages from her sister and niece bring tears to her eyes, reminding

her of past Christmases and nostalgia that deepen her sense of isolation.

Amidst these emotions, a message from Charlie pops up—he’s thinking of

her while shopping, igniting a complex mix of feelings regarding her

growing attachment to him. As Rose navigates her feelings of grief and

attraction towards Charlie, her memories of happiness intertwine with her

anxiety about moving on.
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Feeling the melancholy seep in, she finds comfort by deciding to bake a

cake, a cherished memory from her time with her late grandmother, Granny

Molly. This act serves as a reminder of the little joys that exist even in

difficult times, supporting her through her struggle. As she triumphantly

bakes chocolate cake and celebrates the simple pleasures, her spirits lift

momentarily.

The arrival of Stacy, a newfound friend, to share the cake brings unexpected

joy, further emphasizing the healing power of companionship and the

comforts found within shared experiences.

---

Chapter Twenty-Two: Charlie

Charlie returns to the cottage after a day away, only to find himself feeling

an unexpected sense of loss upon seeing Rose fast asleep. The realization

dawns on him that he misses her presence, despite his earlier resolve to

maintain distance. The familiar environment feels different without her

lively spirit.

As Charlie searches for Max, who has wandered off, his thoughts drift to

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Rose, contemplating their connection in the face of his complex feelings and

the possible implications of his unresolved romantic ties with Helena.

Returning home to a quiet cottage, he wrestles with jealousy and insecurity

when he discovers Rose spent time with Billy, a friendly local. This shakes

his composure, revealing more profound feelings for Rose than he had

anticipated.

While searching for Max, Rose insists on joining him, showcasing her

determination and vibrant energy. Their combined efforts to find the dog

reveal a growing bond as they talk about their dreams of comfort during this

chilly night. They share a moment of warmth beneath the stars, but Charlie

remains hesitant to explore these feelings fully, haunted by the shadows of

his past.

Amid their search, a moment of laughter and lightheartedness strikes

between them. Their connection is palpable and natural, though both remain

uncertain about what lies ahead, weighing the consequences of their growing

affection against their unresolved pasts.

---

Chapter Twenty-Three: Rose

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Back at the cottage, Rose grapples with her complex emotions while

preparing hot cocoa. The warmth of the moment juxtaposes her internal

conflict regarding her feelings for Charlie, recognizing the impossibility of

their situation given his unknown commitments to Helena and the child he

mentioned. She feels guilty for wanting something that could potentially

hurt others, particularly Helena.

As she joins Charlie by the fire, they share intimate warmth, their connection

intensifying as they sit close. Conversations flow about their lives, with

Charlie pressing her gently to open up about her feelings and challenges.

Rose senses the vulnerability between them and wishes to ask about Helena,

yet fear and uncertainty hold her back.

Encouraged by Charlie’s presence, Rose opens up about her grief and the

facade of strength she presents to the world. In a moment of vulnerability,

she lets her guard down, sobbing as she acknowledges how hard it is to

move on from her past. Charlie comforts her, solidifying their emotional

bond that is both tender and fraught with complexity.

As their connection deepens, the moment approaches for an unspoken desire

to arise; however, just as it seems they might cross a significant threshold,

Rose pulls back, overwhelmed by the weight of her feelings. The night ends

with an unfulfilled longing between them, both recognizing the delicate

balance of their budding relationship and the shadows of their respective
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pasts.

---

These chapters encapsulate the emotional journeys of Rose and Charlie as

they navigate grief, connection, and the complicated dance of attraction, all

heightened by approaching Christmas and the weight of unresolved

relationships.
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Chapter 8: Three Days to Christmas

Summary of Chapters Twenty-Four to Twenty-Seven

Chapter Twenty-Four

Charlie enjoys a playful phone call with his sister Helena while cooking

breakfast, where he humorously reassures her that her cooking is just as

good as his. As the snow falls heavily outside and while anticipating the

return of his dog, Max, Rose enters the kitchen and is drawn into the

lighthearted banter. Helena prompts Charlie and Rose to dance to Christmas

music, leading to a spontaneous and enjoyable moment. The mood shifts

slightly when Max returns home wet and cold, prompting feelings of relief

and warmth between Charlie and Rose. After a brief heartfelt conversation

about their feelings and impending changes in Rose’s life, their connection

grows deeper, hinting that Rose may not leave for Dublin as planned.

Chapter Twenty-Five

The scene shifts to a cozy atmosphere as Charlie wakes up to a beautifully

set dinner table by Rose. She has prepared a splendid meal, showcasing her

efforts and creativity in the kitchen. As they eat and share laughter, a sense

of intimacy builds between them. Rose reflects on her family dynamic and
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relationships, particularly her strained relationship with her father. Charlie

shares his own poignant backstory, revealing his struggles with his sister’s

health crisis and the impact it had on their family. Despite the heavy topics,

their mutual support deepens their bond, indicating a compelling emotional

connection. The chapter ends with Charlie reassuring Rose about her worth

and promising to enjoy their time together.

Chapter Twenty-Six

Charlie and Rose find themselves snowed in at the cottage, creating an

atmosphere of warmth and intimacy. They reminisce about their

snowman-building competition, transitioning seamlessly into watching

movies by the fire. Their discussions cover work, family, and personal

challenges, revealing vulnerabilities that bring them closer together. As Rose

opens up about her heartbreak from a past relationship, Charlie listens

attentively, providing comfort and understanding. His insights into dealing

with grief resonate with Rose, leading her to rethink her perceptions about

her father's feelings regarding her past. Their shared moments highlight an

emotional transformation, marking a significant emotional depth in their

relationship.

Chapter Twenty-Seven

The ambiance remains intimate as Charlie joins Rose for dinner, allowing
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her to showcase her culinary skills. They continue to bond as Rose shares

more about her family history, highlighting her mother's strength and her

strained relationship with her father. Charlie reciprocates by discussing his

family’s challenges, revealing how their past experiences shaped him. Their

connection intensifies as they discuss love and family dynamics honestly.

The chapter captures their vulnerability and the warmth of their relationship

as they navigate difficult conversations, fostering a growing sense of trust

and affection for one another. As they embrace the moment, they find solace

in each other, reinforcing the potential for healing and companionship amid

their struggles. 

Together, these chapters illustrate the evolving bond between Charlie and

Rose, set against the backdrop of a snowy Christmas, as they navigate their

pasts, embrace their vulnerabilities, and find strength in each other’s

company.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Two Days to Christmas

### Summary of Chapters Twenty-Eight and Twenty-Nine

Chapter Twenty-Eight: Charlie

As Christmas approaches, Charlie and Rose embark on a morning hike in the

Glenveagh Mountains with the dogs, Max and George. They bond over

beautiful scenery and share personal stories, revealing Rose's past grief over

Michael's tragic death and Charlie's heartache over being separated from his

daughter, Rebecca. The theme of coping with loss is prevalent as they each

reflect on their struggles. 

During their hike, Charlie grapples with the restriction of only being allowed

to speak to Rebecca once a week. Rose advises him to think logically and

not act on impulse, particularly with emotions heightened by the festive

season. As they prepare to drive back, Charlie feels an urgent need to

confront his ex-wife, Clodagh, about revising their communication

arrangements regarding Rebecca. 

After Rose asks to stop at a shop, Charlie uses the opportunity to call

Clodagh. He finally stands up to her, expressing his rights as a father and his
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desire to have more frequent contact with Rebecca. Though Clodagh tries to

deflect his concerns, Charlie finds strength to assert his position. He hangs

up feeling drained yet empowered, and Rose praises him for his courage.

Determined to reconnect with Rebecca before Christmas, Charlie realizes he

can no longer be constrained by Clodagh's rules.

---

Chapter Twenty-Nine: Rose

Back at Seaview Cottage, Charlie remains emotionally distant, consumed by

guilt over not being with his sister and daughter during Christmas. The once

vibrant holiday atmosphere shifts to a tense silence; the warmth shared

earlier with Rose now seems elusive. Intent on uplifting his spirits, Rose

presents Charlie with a handmade gift—a wooden picture frame of the dogs,

which touches him deeply.

In a heartfelt exchange, Charlie reveals he has a gift for Rose too—a vintage

music box that plays "Salut d'Amour." The box resonates with Rose, as it

belonged to her grandmother and evokes cherished childhood memories.

Their connection deepens as they share a passionate kiss, marking a pivotal

moment in their relationship. 
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Yet, as night falls and festivities fade, Rose becomes haunted by the

anniversary of Michael’s death. Memories of the tragic night flood back,

bringing with them guilt and overwhelming grief. Despite the sweetness of

their evening, a wave of horror washes over Rose, and she sees Charlie not

as the supportive figure he's been, but as a reminder of the betrayal she feels

toward Michael.

In a panic, she gathers her things, determined to leave before morning.

Before departing, she leaves Charlie a note on the whiteboard—a poignant

farewell that reveals her internal struggle and her battle to reconcile her

feelings for both Charlie and Michael. The chapter closes with an

atmosphere heavy with regret and unresolved emotions, setting the stage for

the turmoil that lies ahead.

---

This summary captures the central themes in the two chapters, emphasizing

the emotional journeys of the characters as they confront their pasts on the

eve of Christmas.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Courage to Confront Difficult Relationships

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on Charlie's journey in this

chapter, let it inspire you to find the courage to confront your own

challenging relationships. Just as Charlie bravely stood up to his

ex-wife for the sake of his daughter, recognize that sometimes you

need to assert your needs and rights. The festive season often

amplifies emotions, and the fears that hold you back may feel more

pronounced. However, embracing your inner strength to voice your

concerns can lead to healing and reconnection with those you care

about. Remember, taking the first step, albeit daunting, can empower

you and pave the way for healthier, more fulfilling relationships.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Christmas Eve

### Summary of Chapters Thirty to Thirty-Two

Chapter Thirty: Charlie's Loss

On Christmas Eve, Charlie is reeling from Rose's sudden departure,

encapsulated in a heart-wrenching note left on the fridge. The note expresses

her gratitude and sorrow but provides no explanation for her leaving, leaving

Charlie confused and anxious. While Charlie tries to distract himself by

brewing coffee and engaging with his dog, Max, the absence of Rose is

almost palpable. He reflects on their time together, cherishing the intimacy

they shared and the lessons she taught him about love and loss. Strolling

through the village, he is haunted by memories of Rose, each corner echoing

her spirit. Overwhelmed with a sense of emptiness, Charlie resolves that he

doesn't want to be alone for Christmas, prompting him to make a call.

Chapter Thirty-One: Rose's Reflection

Meanwhile, Rose is in her car, attempting to find clarity by revisiting a

significant place from her past—a lighthouse where she often felt grounded.

As she measures her emotions, the quiet atmosphere allows her to think

about her niece and nephew, who are eagerly anticipating Christmas. She
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grapples with her feelings for Charlie, realizing that her grief has led her to

make impulsive decisions that hurt both of them. Reflecting on her past

experiences, she recognizes her inner strength and the importance of love,

both shared and received. During her visit to the lighthouse, she

unexpectedly encounters Evelyn, the mother of her late partner, Michael.

Their emotional reunion leads to a heartfelt exchange where Evelyn

expresses her gratitude towards Rose, emphasizing the importance of love

and connection. This meeting offers Rose renewed perspective and strength

to embrace her capacity to love again.

Chapter Thirty-Two: A New Beginning

As Charlie continues his journey back to Belfast, he is determined to

surprise his sister Helena for Christmas. Despite his efforts to remain

positive, his thoughts linger on Rose and the loneliness she may be

experiencing. He reflects on the special Christmas decorations she set up at

the cottage, memories that both uplift and sadden him. However, as he

drives through the falling snow, he faces an unforeseen setback: a flat tire.

Just as frustration sets in, a familiar figure appears—Rose, extending a

helping hand. They share a moment of warmth and understanding amidst the

cold, rekindling their connection. With heartfelt apologies exchanged, they

realize they still have feelings for each other. They decide to spend

Christmas together, symbolizing a fresh start and the possibility of love

prevailing through adversity. As they collaborate to fix the tire, Charlie

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


senses that life with Rose will always be full of surprises, hinting at a

hopeful future beyond their previous heartbreaks.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of connection and love in overcoming

loneliness

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of heartache and loss, the

realization of how vital connection is can ignite a spark of hope within

you. Just like Charlie, who was determined to reach out despite his

pain, you too can embrace the idea that even in your darkest moments,

love has the power to bring light back into your life. By nurturing

relationships and seeking out those who matter, you can navigate your

struggles and find solace in shared experiences, fostering a sense of

belonging and warmth that starkly contrasts the chill of loneliness.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Christmas Day

Chapter Thirty-Three: Rose

On Christmas morning, Rose awakens in her childhood bedroom,

surrounded by familiar sights and sounds, feeling warmth and nostalgia. She

is reminded of Charlie, her partner, as she reads his text wishing her a happy

Christmas. Their previous sleepless night filled with texts about family

reunions and excitement is fresh in her mind. 

As she reflects on her memories of Michael, who has passed away, she

chooses to remember the joy they shared rather than dwell on grief. She also

thinks of Evelyn, a mutual friend who often feels lonely during the holidays.

Rose hopes Evelyn finds peace despite her solitude, affirming that love for

those who have passed can still be felt.

After getting dressed, she ventures downstairs to the kitchen, greeted

warmly by her dad, who offers her a hearty breakfast. Their brief but

heartfelt conversation reveals their deepening family bond and the father's

caring nature, especially with Rose's mother eager to see her decorate the

Christmas tree—something he facilitated by getting a tree early in the

morning. 
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When Rose finally gathers the courage to ask her father about accusations of

her drinking too much champagne the night Michael died, he reassures her

that she is not to blame, bringing her solace. Her father expresses love and

gratitude for her presence, which overwhelms her. 

Planning to make hot chocolate for their neighbors, Rose feels encouraged

by her father's warmth and the possibility of a loving Christmas. He shares

exciting news about reconnecting with an old friend, Marion, which adds to

her joy. 

Ultimately, the chapter closes with Rose feeling grateful for her family at

home and hopeful for Christmas miracles in her life.

---

Chapter Thirty-Four: Charlie

In contrast to Rose’s warm family gathering, Charlie is enjoying his first

Christmas without the commotion of gift-wrapping and excitement usually

seen at his house. Just him and his dog Max enjoy a quiet morning filled

with reflections on family and friends. He contemplates his late parents and

wishes happiness for his clients struggling this season. 
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After recalling his sister Helena, Charlie feels a sense of peace before he

reaches out to surprise her, reminding him of their close bond. He delights in

her joy at his unexpected visit, and they quickly reconnect, establishing the

love and whimsy that remain in their relationship.

He brings joy not only to Helena but opens a door to happiness with a

surprise visit to their childhood home, leading to heartfelt interactions along

the way. 

---

Chapter Thirty-Five: Rose

Rose takes a moment to celebrate her Christmas tree decorating skills as her

mom admires her efforts. Ready for their festive dinner, the family

atmosphere is warm and merry. Throughout dinner preparations,

conversations about Charlie bring back fond memories and hope for their

relationship’s future.

Amidst laughter, Rose's phone rings, revealing a video call from Helena,

announcing her visit alongside Charlie and Max. The news is delightful for

Rose, and her mother's excitement about Evelyn visiting adds more warmth

to the celebration. The unexpectedly cozy gathering promises delightful
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chaos.

As they gather around a beautifully set dinner table full of delicious food and

laughter, family dynamics shine brightly. Joy permeates the atmosphere

when they collectively raise a glass to friends and family not present, finding

strength in shared memories.

The chapter culminates in love, laughter, and a shared recognizing of both

absence and presence, where memory intertwines through Christmas cheer.

---

Chapter Thirty-Six: Charlie

As Christmas evening approaches, the festive activities begin to wind down.

Charlie feels gratitude for the special time spent with Rose, her family, and

his sister, Helena. A sense of nostalgia washes over him as he takes in the

cozy, familial scenes.

A stroll outside under the shimmering stars evokes a desire to eternalize this

moment. The intimate conversation reveals the depth of their connection and

appreciation for one another as they honor the love and joy of the season. 
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Unexpectedly, Rose reveals a surprise—a text message that shares a double

booking for a Tenerife trip over New Year’s, which prompts shock and

excitement in Charlie. The warmth of this emotional gift overwhelms him,

affirming their deep bond. 

The chapter closes with them returning to the warmth of the farmhouse,

embracing joy, laughter, and the promise of a shared future full of adventure,

love, and transformation. 

---
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Choosing to remember joy rather than dwell on grief

Critical Interpretation: In the holiday season, amidst family gatherings

and festive cheer, you may find moments that remind you of loved

ones you've lost. The ability to choose joy over grief, as Rose does in

remembering Michael, can be transformative. It inspires you to

celebrate the lives and memories of those who are no longer with you,

allowing their spirit to live on through your happiness. This

perspective not only fosters healing but also enriches the connections

you hold with the ones still around you, encouraging you to create

new memories filled with love and joy, rather than allowing sorrow to

overshadow your heart.
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