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Uncommon Criminals Summary
Daring heists and unexpected friendships unfold.

Written by Books1
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About the book

In "Uncommon Criminals" by Ally Carter, the art of thievery takes center

stage as the savvy teenage thief, Kat Bishop, navigates a world riddled with

deception and danger. When a heist goes awry, Kat must gather her beloved

crew to reclaim a priceless artifact from powerful forces that will stop at

nothing to keep it from her. As they concoct elaborate plans filled with

clever twists and heart-pounding excitement, readers are drawn into a

thrilling dance of wits, loyalty, and the question of whether the end truly

justifies the means. With deft storytelling and sharp humor, Carter invites

you to join Kat on a high-stakes adventure where the lines between right and

wrong blur, and every choice could lead to either triumph or downfall.
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About the author

Ally Carter is a talented author known for her captivating young adult fiction

that blends elements of adventure, espionage, and romance. Born in 1976 in

Oklahoma, she developed a love for storytelling at a young age, eventually

earning a degree in creative writing from the University of Oklahoma. Carter

gained widespread acclaim with her series, including "Gallagher Girls" and

"Heist Society," both featuring strong, clever protagonists who navigate

intricate plots filled with wit and charm. Her writing is often characterized

by its fast-paced narratives and engaging dialogue, making her a favorite

among teen readers. With a knack for intertwining thrilling heists and clever

twists, Carter has secured her place as a prominent voice in contemporary

young adult literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: get the picture... (click

In Chapter 4, the narrative introduces Kat and Hale in a diner, where they

 meet Constance Miller and her grandson Marshall. Kat has only recently

come to know about a mysterious figure named Visily Romani, who had

previously sent them two cards that initiated their current adventure.

Constance, an elderly woman with a compelling story, reveals her familial

connection to a significant archaeological discovery within Egypt—the

treasures of Cleopatra, the last pharaoh of Egypt.

Constance explains how her parents discovered a treasure chamber near

Alexandria, filled with priceless artifacts. However, their careers were

shattered when their assistant, Oliver Kelly, betrayed them during a

challenging period. After a personal crisis involving the birth of Constance’s

brother, Kelly absconded with their discoveries, selling everything off and

leaving her parents discredited in the archaeological community.

The conversation reveals the profound impact of this betrayal on

Constance’s life and her parents' legacy. Driven by a desire for justice, she

reveals her intention to reclaim what was lost—specifically, the Cleopatra

Emerald, a legendary gem. The chapter portrays Constance as a steadfast

woman haunted by her family's past, offering Kat and Hale an opportunity to

make a meaningful difference by stealing back the emerald from its current

owner.
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Hale, skeptical but intrigued, learns that Constance sees Kat and Hale as the

ideal candidates for this task, referencing their previous heist at the Henley

museum as evidence of their qualifications. The chapter ends on a note of

urgency and excitement as they grapple with the idea of reclaiming the

treasure, including the revelation that the Cleopatra Emerald is rumored to

be cursed—adding layers of risk and adventure to their potential

undertaking.

Key Elements Details

Setting Diner

Main Characters Kat, Hale, Constance Miller, Marshall

Mysterious Figure Visily Romani

Significant Discovery Treasures of Cleopatra

Constance's Background Parents discovered a treasure near Alexandria

Betrayal Assistant Oliver Kelly sold their discoveries, discredited
them

Constance's Motivation Desire for justice and reclaiming the Cleopatra Emerald

Katy and Hale's
Involvement Considered ideal candidates for the heist

Chapter Tone Urgent and Exciting

Risk Element Cleopatra Emerald rumored to be cursed
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of reclaiming lost legacies

Critical Interpretation: In life, much like Constance's quest to reclaim

the Cleopatra Emerald, we are often faced with the challenge of

restoring what has been unjustly taken from us—be it our self-esteem,

passions, or family honor. This chapter inspires you to seek out your

own 'emeralds'—the dreams and values that have been overshadowed

by betrayal or loss. Just as Constance embraces her family's story, you

too can recognize the strength in your history and the importance of

standing up against the injustices you face. It teaches you that

reclaiming your legacy not only honors those who came before you

but also empowers you to forge your path forward with determination

and purpose.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

### Chapter 4 Summary

The chapter opens with an introduction to Visily Romani, a name that had

become significant to Kat, a young thief navigating an old and complex

world filled with dangers and opportunities. Just four months prior, she had

been approached by an elderly woman named Constance Miller at a diner,

seeking her skills for a heist. Accompanied by her confidant Hale, Kat felt

the weight of what was being asked. 

Constance, who appeared frail but determined, had come to seek justice for a

family wronged decades ago. Her story began in Egypt, where her

archaeologist parents discovered a hidden treasure related to Cleopatra, only

for it to be stolen by their assistant, Oliver Kelly. Constance’s parents had

suffered immensely because of this betrayal, losing not only their find but

their careers and reputation as well.

As she reminisced about her past, Constance expressed a yearning to reclaim

a lost artifact—"the stone"—which was, in truth, the Cleopatra Emerald.

This emerald, a treasure believed to be heavily guarded and cursed due to its

turbulent history involving Cleopatra and Marc Antony, was not only a

personal plea for Constance but a matter of national heritage. 
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Hale and Kat were drawn into Constance's quest, realizing the significance

of the emerald not only to her but also to the rightful cultural heritage of

Egypt. The thought of stepping back into a world of crime and risk grew

more daunting as they deliberated the challenges ahead, especially against a

backdrop of a cursed gem. The chapter closes with a deeper understanding

of their stakes, namely the moral and ethical implications of reclaiming the

jewel.

### Chapter 5 Summary

In the aftermath of their encounter with Constance, Kat and Hale found

themselves in the dreary rain of Brooklyn, debating the merits of taking on

the risky job to steal the Cleopatra Emerald. Despite the obvious dangers,

Hale's intrigue led him to push for the heist, and their conversation turned

into a moment filled with tension as they sought shelter from the rain.

Their discussion was interrupted by the unexpected arrival of Kat’s cousin

Gabrielle, who immediately sensed something was off. Gabrielle seemed to

have her own views on the risks of stealing the emerald, emphasizing the

tales of its curse and the numerous failed attempts by various thieves to

claim it.

As they conversed, the dynamic of Kat's past thieving life was brought to the
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forefront, alongside the emotional strains of her current relationship with

Hale. Gabrielle pressed Kat on her motives for considering the heist,

drawing attention to her prior promises to leave her thieving life behind. The

tension was further heightened by the mention of Visily Romani, whose

influence loomed large over their plans.

Ultimately, Kat faced a crossroads, torn between her desire to help

Constance, the allure of returning to a life of heists, and the complex feelings

she had for Hale. Gabrielle's warnings about the cursed emerald weighed

heavily on her, as did Hale's commitment to stand by her side. The chapter

concludes with Kat grappling with her identity as a thief and the choices that

lay ahead, hinting at a convergence of past life and present dilemmas.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of understanding one's values and the

weight of one's choices.

Critical Interpretation: As you stand at the crossroads of your life,

much like Kat, consider how your decisions reflect your true values.

Each choice carries its own consequences, and those choices shape not

only your identity but also the impacts they have on the lives of

others. Embrace the complexity of your journey, recognizing that the

allure of adventure may often tempt you, but it is your core principles

that guide you toward a path of fulfillment and integrity.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

Chapter 5 Summary:

In the midst of a rainy New York evening, Kat and Hale leave a diner feeling

invigorated by the cold, their thoughts preoccupied with a potential new job

in Egypt that comes with significant complications. Despite the allure of

helping a woman named Constance Miller, who claims a connection to the

legendary Cleopatra Emerald, both Kat and Hale grapple with the wisdom of

taking on this risky venture. 

As they seek shelter from the rain under the stoop of a familiar brownstone,

the misty atmosphere heightens their sense of adventure, only to be

disrupted by Kat's cousin, Gabrielle, who unexpectedly appears and invites

them inside. The brownstone, dim and ghostly in the storm, brings back

memories of their family's history of thievery, deepening Kat's internal

conflict about returning to a life of crime. Conversations reveal that their

uncle Eddie, a legendary thief, has reservations about the emerald, which is

said to be cursed and heavily guarded.

The dynamic shifts when Hale announces to Gabrielle that Kat plans to steal

the emerald. Both cousins engage in a heated discussion about the dangers of

the heist and the consequences that their family has faced in the past
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concerning the emerald. Gabrielle warns Kat against the venture, illustrating

the perilous legacy of the cursed gem that has brought misfortune to their

family before. This legacy entwines with the mention of Visily Romani, a

mysterious figure in their criminal circles, implying a connection between

Kat's current situation and powerful forces at play.

Hale insists he'll accompany Kat on the job, reinforcing their partnership in

the face of danger. A sudden revelation about the emerald's return to New

York ignites a spark of determination in Kat and Hale, further blurring the

lines of legality as they consider their next move.

In the added introspection upon returning to the old brownstone, Kat

grapples with her identity as a thief and the emotional turmoil between her

responsibilities and her feelings for Hale. Her interactions with Gabrielle

reveal deeper layers of their relationship, highlighting the tension of her past

decisions and her struggle to balance familial ties with her craving for

independence and adventure.

---

Chapter 6 Summary:

Amidst the preparations for the heist, Kat evaluates a new player, Ezra
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Jones, a man who embodies the aspects they need for their plan, albeit with a

bit of creative deception regarding his identity. His supposed old age doesn't

quite match his demeanor, prompting Gabrielle and Kat to work on his

disguise while injecting a dose of humor amidst the serious undertones of

their scheme.

As they fine-tune Ezra's persona, the trio navigates challenges, such as

physical appearance and posture, all while maintaining a playful banter. Kat

is particularly cautious about using established family members, like Uncle

Eddie, reinforcing her desire to carve her own path, while Hale and Gabrielle

push back, emphasizing the urgency of finding a suitable actor for their

roles.

Their planning is interrupted when Marcus, a character reminiscent of Ezra

in both appearance and demeanor, enters with news that dinner is ready. This

moment not only reinforces Kat's growing tension about her impending heist

but also introduces the potential complication of familial connections and

the consequences of stepping back into the world of thievery. Marcus's

presence acts as a reminder of the career paths they're both drawn to and the

thin lines they tread between danger and familial loyalty.

As the chapter closes, the tone melds excitement with apprehension, setting

the stage for the upcoming escapade while intertwining themes of identity,

family history, and the seductive allure of the heist. The narrative maintains
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focus on Kat's internal dilemmas as she inches closer to the life of a thief she

tried to escape, drawing her and Hale deeper into the world they left behind.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The allure of adventure can cloud our judgment about risks

and consequences.

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate life's opportunities, remember

Kat's internal struggle with balancing the thrill of a new adventure

against potential dangers. This chapter illustrates how easily one can

be swept away by excitement, tempting us to overlook the lessons of

our past. Embrace the boldness to pursue your passions, but let that

same passion guide you to weigh the consequences of your choices,

ensuring that in your quest for adventure, you do not compromise your

well-being or values.
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Chapter 4: 

### Chapter 6 Summary

In a previously unused sitting room, Kat meets a man named Ezra Jones,

who has a mischievous smile and who presents himself as an insurance

agent from London. Skeptical, Kat requests identification, and he provides a

business card and a British passport—though the picture raises Kat’s

suspicions. Meanwhile, Hale, a key character, playfully acknowledges that

the real Mr. Jones, who had recently landed his dream job in the Cayman

Islands, has lost his wallet. Kat and Gabrielle, both involved in a

complicated scheme, express concerns about Hale's appearance, deeming it

unsuitable for impersonating an older man. As they critique his looks, Hale

jokes about their objectification of him.

Gabrielle suggests involving Uncle Eddie as a potential impersonator, but

Kat firmly dismisses the idea, insisting he is not an option. Just then,

Marcus, who bears a striking resemblance to the photo of Ezra Jones, enters

the room and announces that dinner is ready, springing Kat into further

contemplation of their plan and raising questions about the similarity

between Marcus and the original Ezra.

### Chapter 7 Summary
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The narrative shifts to the Cleopatra Emerald, sparking a discussion at the

Oliver Kelly Corporation for Auctions and Antiquities. While it's rumored

not to be cursed, the history of the emerald is shadowed by negative events:

a sunken ship, tragic accidents, bankruptcies, and other misfortunes. Despite

Hale’s attempts to convince Oliver Kelly the Third to delay moving the

emerald—historically significant and deeply valuable—Kelly remains

resolute, citing a desire to uphold his family’s legacy.

Hale, posing as Jones's assistant, uses clever questioning to probe Kelly

about the safety of the emerald and the security measures in place. Tension

rises as Hale tactfully points out a past theft at the Henley auction house,

subtly sowing doubt about the infallibility of Kelly’s security measures.

Meanwhile, Kat, off on her own, inspects an empty display case and gets

drawn into a conversation with a salesman, hinting at her goals for the

precious items on exhibit.

Later, Kat and Gabrielle find themselves plotting within a modest hotel

room, discussing their mission and time constraints. Kat's skills are put to

the test as she easily opens an old hotel safe, revealing important documents

and items tied to Constance Miller, a figure with connections to the

emerald's troubled history. The discovery of a business card linked to Visily

Romani serves as a potential lead as their plan solidifies further into action.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

### Chapter 7 Summary

The narrative opens with the Oliver Kelly Corporation for Auctions and

Antiquities asserting that the Cleopatra Emerald is not cursed, despite a

history of calamity surrounding its previous owners—such as shipwrecks,

bankruptcies, and fires. Oliver Kelly the Third, the current head of the

corporation, is determined to display the emerald publicly, dismissing

warnings from Marcus Jones and his assistant, Colin Knightsbury, that

moving the jewel could be dangerous.

W. W. Hale, a seasoned figure in the auction house world, accompanies

Marcus and attempts to navigate the tension with Kelly, who feels the

weight of his family's legacy. While Kelly's grandfather was revered as a

visionary, Kelly himself struggles with the expectations tied to his family's

name and the emerald's past. As they tour the facility, Hale focuses on

security measures, raising doubts about their efficacy.

The conversation shifts to Constance Miller, a reclusive elderly woman with

a dubious claim to the emerald, which Kelly vehemently denies. Hale senses

Kelly's unease when discussing the risks associated with the emerald's

storied past. Meanwhile, Kat, a determined and astute young thief, is
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introduced. She stealthily investigates an auction house, curious about a

seemingly empty case reserved for the Cleopatra. Her cousin Gabrielle soon

joins her, and they devise a plan that entails breaking into a hotel room

linked to Miller to gather information.

Inside the hotel, Kat and Gabrielle discover a safe containing passports, a

family locket, and a file detailing the history of the Cleopatra Emerald and

its contested ownership. The last page bears the name “Visily Romani,” a

figure that raises questions about the authenticity and security of the gem.

### Chapter 8 Summary

An hour later, Kat finds herself in Madison Square Park, contemplating the

enormity of their heist involving the Cleopatra Emerald, feeling both the

weight of the challenge and the foreboding air of impending misfortune. As

snow falls, Hale and Gabrielle appear to provide insight into the operation's

timeline—the emerald is set to arrive soon and will be heavily guarded.

Their conversation emphasizes the high security surrounding the building,

detailing armored cars and guards who will be toying with the risks. Kat

recognizes the heavy restrictions and potential dangers of their plan but is

convinced they can pull it off, especially with Romani’s backing.

As Hale reluctantly agrees to join her in the heist, they outline their strategy,
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recognizing the potential pitfalls, especially the high-security level of the

warehouse. Kat suggests employing a skilled forger to produce an imitation

of the emerald, hoping this decoy can provide the distraction they need to

achieve their goal.

The trio stands in the snowy air, unsure if their plan will succeed, but

hopeful as they solidify their intention to pull off what seems impossible.

The chapter closes with Kat expressing resolve to enlist a forger, setting the

stage for their audacious attempt to reclaim the Cleopatra Emerald.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Challenges as Opportunities

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you learn that every great

endeavor comes with its own risks and challenges, much like Kat and

her team as they prepare for an audacious heist. This teaches you that

facing difficulties head-on can transform them into opportunities for

growth and achievement. Instead of shying away from daunting tasks,

you can draw inspiration from Kat's determination. She shows that

with careful planning, resourcefulness, and perseverance, the

impossible can become attainable. So, when you encounter your own

challenges in life, remember Kat's resolve and view those moments

not as obstacles, but as chances to demonstrate your skills and

creativity.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

Chapter 8 Summary

An hour after their last conversation, Kat finds herself in Madison Square

Park, feeling an uneasy sense that something is about to go wrong. She

watches snowflakes drift down in front of the imposing Kelly building, the

target of their looming heist. High-security locations like this are notoriously

difficult to penetrate, made more so by the advanced security features and

CIA-trained consultants employed by the Kelly Corporation. 

Her unease isn't triggered by curses or her partner Hale’s presence, but rather

the entire magnitude of the job laid out before her. Just then, Hale and

Gabrielle arrive, and Hale warns Kat that Oliver Kelly is serious about

protecting his assets. The stakes are high, and the weight of their upcoming

mission settles heavily on her. Romani had sent her a card for a legitimate

job, and against her better judgment, Kat feels compelled to proceed.

As they discuss their plan, Gabrielle settles on a park bench, while Hale and

Kat analyze the situation. They learn that the valuable Cleopatra Emerald

will arrive soon, be appraised, and stay on the top floor for only a short

time—a window for them to act. As they strategize, they realize they’ll have

to outsmart a range of security measures, including several guards and a
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fortress-like vault.

Despite their worries about the job’s difficulty and potential consequences,

Kat’s resolve strengthens. She envisions an unorthodox plan involving the

authentication room. The three thieves, though aware of the risks, begin to

see how their scheme could potentially work, albeit with some trepidation.

Kat concludes they will need a master forger to pull off their big heist,

marking a critical turn in their preparations.

Chapter 9 Summary

As the day fades, Kat, Hale, and Gabrielle travel in an SUV through rugged

terrain toward the isolated cabin of Uncle Charlie, Kat's eccentric uncle and

master forger. The road narrows, and as they navigate, Hale expresses

concern about their chosen contact's reliability and suitability for their

high-stakes job.

Kat reassures Hale about Charlie's abilities, but his reputation for being a bit

"off" gives Hale pause. Though hesitant, they arrive at the quaint,

snow-covered cabin, where they are welcomed with skepticism by Charlie.

Upon entering, Kat quickly realizes that Charlie's home serves as a peculiar

gallery of forgeries and stolen art, showcasing everything from counterfeit

classics to dubious treasures.
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As they discuss their need for Charlie’s help in stealing the Cleopatra

Emerald for Visily Romani, tension increases. Charlie resists their proposal,

fearing the repercussions of the risky endeavor. His memories of the

consequences of similar actions weigh heavily on him, especially the loss of

Kat’s mother, Nadia.

Despite their persuasion, he vehemently refuses, insisting that no one should

try to steal the emerald. In a moment of clarity, Kat reveals they don’t need a

new forgery—they only require the genuine emerald that Charlie has hidden

away. This revelation shifts the dynamics of their negotiation, hinting at

imminent action as they prepare to dive deeper into the criminal world they

inhabit. Charlie's hesitance remains palpable, but Kat's determination may

just tilt the scales in favor of their audacious plan.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of trust and teamwork in facing challenges

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 6 of 'Uncommon Criminals,' Kat's

resolve strengthens as she navigates the high-stakes world of heists

with her colleagues. This highlights a vital lesson for our own lives:

the power of trust and collaboration. Just as Kat relies on Hale and

Gabrielle to overcome formidable obstacles, we too can achieve

greater success when we embrace the strengths of those around us.

Whether it’s in personal relationships, work projects, or community

endeavors, leaning on others and fostering teamwork can lead to

innovative solutions and shared triumphs, reminding us that we are not

alone in our challenges.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

### Chapter 9 Summary

In this chapter, Kat, Hale, and Gabrielle are on a treacherous drive through a

snow-covered wilderness in an SUV driven by Marcus. They are heading to

meet Uncle Charlie, a somewhat eccentric man who is also the brother of

Uncle Eddie. The trio is nervous about whether Charlie can help them with

their current predicament and the risks associated with pursuing a job that

might not align with Uncle Eddie's approval. As Hale questions Charlie's

reliability, Kat coaxes hope from Gabrielle's confidence that Charlie’s

unique talents will surely assist them.

As they navigate the rough terrain, Kat reflects on Charlie's quirky

reputation, and they ultimately arrive at his small cabin, which appears warm

and inviting amid the harsh environment. However, when they encounter

Uncle Charlie, a wave of tension arises. The old man's demeanor shifts as he

recognizes Kat as Nadia's daughter, a detail that evokes both nostalgia and

sadness, as he grapples with the past and the loss of her mother.

Inside the cabin, it becomes clear that Uncle Charlie is a master forger with a

room filled with stolen art and valuables. Kat compares his collection to that

of Mr. Stein’s in Warsaw, noting how Charlie's home feels more like a
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treasure trove than a mere residence. The group quickly reminds Uncle

Charlie of the skills he possessed and their eagerness to pull off a big job:

stealing the Cleopatra Emerald for Visily Romani. Charlie’s apprehension

about revisiting his old criminal ways and the dangers surrounding the

emerald’s theft highlight the emotional stakes. He vehemently refuses at

first, recalling harsh lessons learned from the past.

Kat's plea for help emphasizes the need for the emerald, but instead,

Charlie’s refusal forces the group to reconsider their plans and their family's

legacy of thievery, revealing deep-seated fears about repeating past

mistakes.

### Chapter 10 Summary

The following chapter sees Kat and her friends returning home, exhausted

but anxious after their encounter with Uncle Charlie. As they ride in a limo,

Kat finds herself lost in thought about planning the upcoming heist,

contemplating the details and potential pitfalls that could derail their

carefully laid plans.

When they finally arrive at the brownstone, Uncle Eddie immediately asserts

his presence by preparing breakfast and demanding they sit to eat. This

marks a shift in the dynamic between Kat and her uncle, as he expresses

both concern and critique over her recent exploits in Europe, implying that
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her escapades as a thief are putting her in danger. A growing tension

between Kat and Eddie surfaces as she defends her abilities, asserting that

her previous heists were mere practice for her ultimate goal.

During their conversation, Eddie hints at the dangers involved with their

family business and warns Kat about the threat of becoming too absorbed in

a life of crime. Despite his reservations, Kat defiantly asserts her

commitment to her path, adamantly stating that she has returned to the

family fold and intends to pursue the theft of the Cleopatra Emerald.

As Eddie's fears escalate, he tries to dissuade her from pursuing this

dangerous job, emphasizing the bloody history and tragedies tied to the

emerald. Kat’s bravado wavers as she contemplates her uncle's experiences

and the reality of a life filled with risks. However, her resolve crystallizes

when Hale steps in, offering to help her escape from the pressures of the

heist, proposing a future beyond crime.

Despite the heated confrontation between them, Kat feels the weight of her

choices as she clings to the idea of stealing the emerald and makes a

definitive decision by stating the name "Romani," signaling her commitment

to the job at hand and her unwillingness to retreat from the family legacy, no

matter how fraught with danger it may be. This chapter closes with Kat

standing on the precipice of both danger and potential, as she grapples with

family expectations and her own desires.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of knowing when to stop

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 9 of 'Uncommon Criminals', the

tension surrounding Uncle Charlie's refusal to engage in criminal

activities again highlights a crucial reality: knowing when to stop is

essential for growth and self-preservation. Just like Kat's family

legacy of thievery presents both opportunity and danger, we are often

faced with choices that can lead us down treacherous paths. This

chapter reminds you that breaking free from cycles of harmful

behavior requires immense strength. By recognizing your limits and

being willing to step back, like Uncle Charlie did, you can create a

better future for yourself, unburdened by the mistakes and fears of the

past.
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Chapter 8: 

### Chapter 10 Summary

As Kat and her team return from an international heist, they find themselves

in a subtle limbo, caught between the thrill of their newfound success and

the anxieties that come with risky thievery. In the back of the limo, Kat

observes her companions in repose: Gabrielle curled like a kitten, and Hale,

whose sleep unwittingly invites her closeness. Despite the exhaustion

beckoning her, Kat's mind races with worry over the job they are about to

undertake: the stakes are high, and the potential for failure looms large, yet

she recognizes that success hinges on flawless execution.

Upon exiting the car, a familiar voice interrupts her thoughts; it belongs to

her uncle, Eddie, a figure with a rich history in the world of thievery. In a

rare display of authority, he commands Kat to eat, which she surprisingly

complies with, enjoying the feeling of being cared for. Their conversation

quickly shifts to her recent escapades, with Eddie adeptly pointing out her

involvement in high-profile thefts across Europe, including a missing

Cézanne.

Tensions rise when Eddie warns of the perils of her talent for thievery,

comparing her path to his own tumultuous history, and advising her to
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reconsider her lifestyle choices. As he reminisces, Kat struggles with the

weight of their family legacy—a legacy she both loves and resents. Despite

her uncle's warnings about the infamous Cleopatra Emerald, Kat impulsively

mentions the idea of stealing it, testing the waters of his reaction.

Eddie's fierce disapproval highlights the stone's cursed reputation,

emphasizing the dangers that come with its allure. However, Kat is

undeterred, feeling the potential thrill drawing her closer to the challenge.

When Eddie suggests she abandon her life of crime and pursue a different

future, Kat defiantly insists on her commitment to their world.

Just as she feels her resolve solidify, she encounters Hale at the steps, who

expresses disappointment at her solitary path. Their conversation escalates

into a conflict of ideals, with Hale urging Kat to step back from the

dangerous heist ahead. However, resolute in her identity as a thief, she

acknowledges her past while confronting Hale’s concerns. Ultimately,

clutching the green stone in her pocket, Kat chooses to embrace the risk and

call on her feelings for the game, leading her to declare "Romani," invoking

her ties to their shared history of thievery.

### Chapter 11 Summary

In New York, the ornate offices of the Oliver Kelly Corporation are bustling

with excitement on the day the Cleopatra Emerald is set to be unveiled.
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Amidst a throng of well-dressed guests, Hale—disguised as Mr.

Knightsbury—navigates the anticipation surrounding the grand reveal.

Accompanied by Gabrielle, who charms everyone around her, they prepare

to witness a significant moment for the prestigious auction house.

As the tension mounts, the room breathes in silence when a man carries a

small, red-velvet box to a state-of-the-art table. After a dramatic reveal, the

legendary Cleopatra Emerald shines under the bright lights, captivating all

eyes. Its mesmerizing hue—a flawless green—augments the excitement,

despite the warnings Hale tries to voice regarding its high profile as a theft

target.

When Oliver Kelly hesitates to take the stone, Gabrielle steps in, reaching

for the emerald, her longing palpable. But in a frantic moment, a careless

gesture from Oliver disrupts the atmosphere, sending the emerald tumbling

towards the ground. Panic ensues, and while attendants freeze in horror,

Hale and Gabrielle spring into action. Together, they race toward a nearby

vent, their hearts pounding as they search for the stone amidst growing

tension.

Though the odds are stacked against them, Gabrielle triumphantly reemerges

with a green stone, only for them to realize it is merely a counterfeit. The

real Cleopatra Emerald remains within the possession of the corporation, and

all eyes are unaware of the heist that has just been narrowly thwarted—the
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kind that only they know about. 

As Kat's ambition and plans unfurl, the looming threat of the stone’s

mysterious legacy casts a shadow over their successful operation. The

duality of stolen history and personal fulfillment intertwines as they navigate

the complex world of art crime and the unwritten rules that govern it.

Unbeknownst to those involved, Kat's daring spirits her toward the thrill of

thievery, setting a course that could either lead to glory or catastrophe.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

### Chapter 11 Summary

At the Oliver Kelly Corporation for Auctions and Antiquities in New York,

the routine of handling beautiful artifacts has dulled the staff's appreciation

for beauty over time. However, a Friday morning buzzes with excitement as

they prepare for the unveiling of the Cleopatra Emerald. Oliver Kelly III

navigates through a crowd of expert gemologists, Egyptologists, and

security personnel, where he encounters Ms. Melanie McDonald—actually

Gabrielle, who is a striking presence that captures his attention.

The atmosphere shifts as the time arrives to unveil the Cleopatra Emerald, a

stone worth 97 karats, which has captivated the world for centuries with its

rich green hue. As the director of antiquities unveils the gemstone, there is

palpable tension; the experts orbit the emerald, treating it as if it were a

celestial body. After thorough examination, the leading gemologist confirms

the emerald's authenticity, and Kelly, typically eager to claim his prize,

hesitates, visibly hoping it may actually be a forgery.

Gabrielle loses herself in the moment and is encouraged by Kelly to hold the

emerald. However, disaster strikes when Kelly’s erratic gesturing causes

Gabrielle to drop the emerald, which then unexpectedly slides towards a
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small vent. Only Hale, another character present, and Gabrielle leap into

action to prevent the loss of the infamous stone.

With the room filled with people paralyzed in shock, Gabrielle's hand

manages to reach the dark space, where she retrieves the emerald—only to

realize that it is a fake. As the real emerald remains a mystery to all, its

significance and the pain it has caused to thieves is hinted at, setting the

stage for further intrigue.

### Chapter 12 Summary

In the wake of a successful heist, Katarina Bishop finds herself in a

limousine with Hale, exhilarated yet vulnerable after touching the Cleopatra

Emerald. She feels a thrill from the heist but grapples with feelings for Hale,

leading her to suggest he hold the emerald. Their flirtation escalates, and in a

moment of pure adrenaline, she kisses him, only to be met with silence. This

twist leads to anxiety for Kat as she reflects on her feelings and the

implications of their relationship.

As Hale prepares to leave for Paraguay on a new job, he suggests Kat come

along, igniting a mix of hope and confusion within her. However, she

reminds him of her decision to leave that life behind, and Hale’s departure is

marked by unspoken tension. He tells her to be careful, emphasizing the

distance beginning to grow between them as he exits the car and disappears
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into the city.

Once alone, Kat encounters her Grandmother, Constance Miller, after

delivering valuables stolen during the heist. Constance teeters on the edge of

emotion as she thanks Kat, but it’s evident she feels the weight of their

missing family history—much like Kat does about her relationship with

Hale.

As Kat walks away, she tries to suppress thoughts of the failure of her kiss

with Hale and her burgeoning feelings for him, redirecting her focus to

future jobs and potential heists. However, she stumbles upon a television

report about the Cleopatra Emerald that reveals secrets about its origins,

shaking her perception of her life and work. In the midst of her confusion,

she finds a card bearing the message "Get it back," igniting a deeper intrigue

and her next possible mission.

These chapters explore themes of identity, the thrill of the heist, and the

complex relationships between the characters as they navigate their

intertwined fates, setting the stage for further adventures and revelations.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of facing challenges head-on and

embracing uncertainty.

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life, consider the

moments that feel overwhelming or filled with uncertainty, much like

Gabrielle's breathtaking experience at the auction. When faced with

unexpected challenges, recognize that these moments can lead to

personal growth, transformative experiences, and deeper connections.

Just as Gabrielle took a leap into the unknown to rescue the emerald,

you too can find strength in vulnerability. Embrace the thrill of the

unforeseen and allow it to inspire bravery within you, leading to

extraordinary outcomes in both your personal and professional

journey.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In Chapter 12, Katarina Bishop, a talented thief, reflects on the lessons every

 thief learns early: never trust a guard dog, always carry spare batteries, and

never get attached to anything more valuable than yourself. Despite knowing

these rules well, she finds herself exhilarated after successfully stealing the

Cleopatra Emerald, feeling invincible as she rides through Midtown

Manhattan in a limousine with her partner, Hale. In a moment of excitement,

Kat kisses Hale, but is surprised when he does not reciprocate. This leaves

her feeling vulnerable and uncertain about her feelings.

After their heist, Hale reveals he has to leave for Paraguay to assist with

another job, suggesting that their time together might be coming to an end.

Kat is distressed at the thought of him going, wishing he could stay, and

feels a pang of regret as she contemplates her own inability to let go of her

past life as a thief. 

When they arrive at the park to meet Constance Miller, an elderly woman

connected to the emerald, Kat hands over the package containing the gem.

Constance exudes hope and gratitude, proving that the stolen item holds

much more than monetary value; it carries symbolic weight for her family.

After the exchange, Kat reflects on her experience, feeling empty without

Hale at her side despite trying to distract herself with thoughts of her next

potential heists.
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As the chapter wraps, Kat hears an interview on a nearby TV featuring

Constance Miller, revealing a deeper connection and discrepancy regarding

the emerald's history, making her question everything she thought she knew.

It is here that she finds a card from Visily Romani, a character linked to

deceptive and chaotic thievery, commanding her to "Get it back." This

revelation leaves her unsettled and sets the stage for future conflicts.

In Chapter 13, Kat stands at the threshold of her Uncle Eddie's brownstone,

hesitant to enter. As she tries calling for her uncle in a seemingly empty

house, she reflects on her emotional turmoil and the unshakeable feeling that

she has been manipulated. When her younger brother Simon finds her, it is

evident that Uncle Eddie is away, leaving Kat feeling abandoned at a critical

moment.

As she searches the office for answers, Kat pushes her way through old files

and broken thoughts, seeking information that might clarify her situation or

provide a way forward. Simon tries to assist her but remains confused by her

frantic behavior. The arrival of Hale and Gabrielle breaks the tension and

introduces relief, yet that relief is short-lived as their news reveals a

precarious situation involving Romani.

Hale's attempt to ease the situation only makes it clear that they have been

caught in a dangerous game. They disclose the details of the theft of the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Cleopatra Emerald and the fallout from it. While the heist initially felt like a

triumph, it quickly devolves into a realization of the deception they have

fallen victim to, with Kat admitting that she got conned.

This confession brings a heavy silence, and the gravity of their situation

settles in. As Kat lays the card on the table, the group's expressions shift

from concern to resolve. Recognizing that the stakes are higher than ever

and that they are only at the beginning of a new challenge entangled with

past deceptions, Kat steels herself for what lies ahead in their turbulent

world of thievery. The chapter concludes with a sense of unresolved tension,

foreshadowing the complicated path they must now navigate in the wake of

their decisions.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

### Chapter 13 Summary

In the outdated Brooklyn brownstone belonging to her great-uncle, Kat

stands on the threshold, contemplating a space that feels both familiar and

alien to her. As a skilled thief, she knows the house’s secrets — creaking

floorboards, squeaky hinges — yet the specter of abandonment lingers. She

senses that answers may lie within these walls, yet hesitates to enter, feeling

unworthy. Calling out for Uncle Eddie, Kat feels a growing sense of panic

when there's no reply, leaving her acutely aware of her isolation in the

seemingly empty home.

Her disquiet is interrupted by Simon, a young tech-savvy companion clad in

pajamas. He informs her that Uncle Eddie has left for Paraguay. This

revelation exacerbates Kat's inner turmoil. She is now at a loss — Hale is

missing, and Constance Miller is a compelling mystery. Desperate for action

and answers rather than resigning to her anxiety, Kat pushes forward and

enters Uncle Eddie's office.

The dark room is cluttered with relics of the past, and Kat begins sifting

through faded files. Her urgency grows as she investigates documents that

may connect her to the other families she seeks. She searches for any leads
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that might aid her in uncovering these connections, feeling the weight of her

past mistakes as she digs through old records. As Simon questions her

frantic activity, Hale and Gabrielle unexpectedly appear, prompting a

heightened mix of relief and embarrassment within Kat. She tries to mask

her disorientation with a casual façade, but her internal struggle is palpable

when Hale interrupts her thoughts with his mere presence.

Once regrouped in the kitchen, Hale shares recent events with the group. Kat

reveals that they had stolen the Cleopatra Emerald, which complicates their

lives further when they realize they were conned into believing Romani — a

sophisticated and elusive criminal network — had sent them. This revelation

leaves them distressed, as Kat admits she has been outmaneuvered. The

atmosphere thickens as she lays bare the implications of her actions, and

when she claims, "I got conned," a grim acknowledgment settles among

them: their predicament is only beginning.

### Chapter 14 Summary

Following the chaotic revelations, Kat's focus shifts to the implications of

their situation, particularly surrounding the enigmatic Romani. Hale,

Gabrielle, Simon, and Kat engage in a tense discussion about how widely

known Romani is and whether anyone can help them navigate the murky

waters of their predicament. Kat is determined to seek Uncle Eddie's

guidance, but Hale fervently opposes the idea, fearing the consequences of
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revealing their faux pas. 

Defiant, Kat insists that Eddie may hold the key to their salvation, but Hale,

sympathetic yet wary, gently discourages her, citing his own experiences as

a family disappointment. Tension builds as the matter of confession arises,

with Gabrielle adding her voice to warn Kat against seeking Eddie’s

forgiveness too hastily, fearing the emotional fallout from their deception.

As the discussion shifts towards action, Hale emphasizes that the focus

should now be on reclaiming the Cleopatra Emerald from Romani, shifting

their priorities from confessions to recovery. Gabrielle subtly reminds Kat

that there are alternatives to Uncle Eddie's counsel. With mounting pressure

on her, Kat wrestles with her dual identity as both a brilliant thief and

someone deeply impacted by her family’s legacy. 

The chapter crescendos with Kat feeling the weight of the choices ahead.

She knows she must navigate this perilous path with cunning and skill,

relying on her ingenuity. The stakes are higher than ever, and the group’s

next move could define their futures in the criminal world they inhabit.
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Chapter 12: 

### Chapter 14 Summary

In Chapter 14, Kat, Hale, Gabrielle, and Simon come together to unravel a

complex problem surrounding a mysterious figure named Romani, who is

tied to a sacred name and important criminal lore. The chapter begins with

the four friends discussing the implications of Romani's identity, which

remains largely unknown to outsiders, as Hale hesitantly steps back, out of

his depth in this world rooted in family secrets.

As Simon presses for clarity about Romani’s significance, Kat struggles with

the notion of whether to involve her Uncle Eddie, the seasoned criminal

mastermind of their circle. Hale fervently opposes this idea, fearing the

potential fallout if Eddie knew they had stolen something he forbade, and

their involvement with Charlie, a character linked to their heist. Kat is torn

between the need for guidance and the risk of hurting her uncle, reflecting on

their complex familial ties. Gabrielle supports Hale’s perspective, warning

that involving Eddie could devastate him and their family dynamic.

Hale then insists that Romani is orchestrating events and urges that they

focus on recovering the Cleopatra—a stolen artifact. However, the group

realizes that finding it is complicated by their lack of information, and they
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need someone's expertise. Gabrielle nudges Kat to come up with other leads,

hinting at her potential as a clever thief.

### Chapter 15 Summary

Chapter 15 shifts to the aftermath of their deliberations, as the teens embark

on a new plan that leads them to Lyon, France. While Hale organizes travel

via private jet, Kat grapples with exhaustion that seems deeper than physical

tiredness, questioning whether she’s lost her edge in their high-stakes game.

The bustling street markets of Lyon, vibrant but overwhelming, serve as a

backdrop to their covert mission.

As they search for information regarding their target—a mystery figure

named Constance—tension rises amidst the thrills of the market. Simon

grows anxious about their approach, hinting at the risks involved. Kat

reveals that they’ll be visiting Interpol, the world’s law enforcement

organization, to find intel on their target. Hale worries about the lack of prior

knowledge given to their contact, while Gabrielle's skepticism highlights the

dire stakes involved.

Kat defends her choice, asserting that accessing the valuable information

locked away within Interpol is vital for their success. Amidst the stress, their

personalities clash, showcasing their unique strengths and perspectives.

Kat’s confidence shines as she gears up for the confrontation, despite
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Simon's uneasy reminder of their status as criminals.

The chapter culminates with the group brainstorming ways to breach

Interpol's sophisticated security, including biometric scanners and constant

surveillance. Kat proposes exploiting the organization’s lack of knowledge

about them, and together they forge ahead with the risky plan, setting the

stage for their impending mission to navigate the complexities of a world far

bigger than their own adventures back home.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

Chapter 15 Summary

After eighteen hours of preparation and travel, Kat, Hale, Simon, and

Gabrielle find themselves in Lyon, France, where they prepare to meet a

contact for information on Constance, a mysterious figure linked to a recent

heist. Kat feels off-kilter, sensing that she might be losing her touch or

perhaps even cursed. As they walk through the bustling markets of Lyon, her

friends display varying levels of confidence regarding their mission. Hale

expresses concern that their contact might not know who Constance is,

implying that their trip could be futile.

Kat reassures them that the most comprehensive criminal database is housed

in the mind of her Uncle Eddie, but they soon realize the visit may involve

the Interpol headquarters across the river, steering them toward a daunting

prospect. The group is apprehensive about entering a facility known for

holding the best records on criminals like themselves. Gabrielle suggests

they focus on finding answers to their situation quickly, and they soon

debate whether to consult Uncle Eddie or tackle Interpol.

As they strategize, the looming threat of consequences makes it clear that

their undertaking will require them to navigate carefully through a place
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designed to catch criminals. Despite the inherent risks, Kat is determined to

move forward, knowing that fear can be exploited. 

Chapter 16 Summary

Meanwhile, at Interpol's headquarters, Amelia Bennett, a sharp and

perceptive investigator, is dismissed by her boss, Artie Dupree, as she

presents her findings on a notorious criminal, Visily Romani. Amelia

believes Romani’s name has been used by many over decades, linking

multiple high-profile heists. However, Dupree's skepticism prevents her

from pursuing a deeper investigation, and their conversation highlights the

challenges Amelia faces in a male-dominated field. 

As interdepartmental chaos ensues with multiple security breaches—a result

of unknown causes—Amelia reflects on her son's recent visit to the Henley,

where valuable art was stolen. The unexpected alarms and disruptions set the

stage for Kat’s infiltration into Interpol, introducing a tense and thrilling

atmosphere.

Simultaneously, within the labyrinth of the building, Kat and her team

execute their plan. Kat feels overwhelmed but resolved to find valuable

information, potentially connecting to Constance and Romani. After a tense

encounter, Kat discovers a dusty box marked with a vivid stone that she
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recognizes from her recent escapade, solidifying her resolve that their paths

are intertwined.

Just as she is about to leave, Kat bumps into Nick, her estranged father, who

is caught in the midst of the chaos. The two briefly rekindle their connection

while strategizing their escape through the emergency exit, hinting at

conflicting loyalties and underlying family drama as they navigate their

shared world of crime and intrigue. 

This chapter concludes with Kat's determination to uncover the secrets that

link their past to the present while simultaneously whetting the audience’s

appetite for the confrontations that lie ahead for both Kat and Amelia.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

Chapter 16 Summary:

Amelia Bennett, the highest-ranking woman in Interpol's less prestigious

department, felt trapped in the organization's world headquarters, a space

that felt more like a prison than a sanctuary for solving crimes. On one

particular Friday, she stormed into her boss Artie Dupree's office, armfuls of

dusty files from the archives in hand, declaring she had evidence concerning

a long-unsolved case—the infamous Turkish Dagger heist from 1916.

Amelia was convinced that a man named Visily Romani was behind a series

of interconnected high-profile heists spanning nearly a century, finding

signatures and witness reports linking him to such crimes. Dupree, skeptical

and dismissive, resisted her theories even as Amelia urged that Romani

might not be one person, but a name used by various criminals throughout

time.

Despite Amelia's assertiveness, Dupree rebuffed her conclusions and instead

suggested she speak to her son, who had been present during a recent art

theft at the Henley. That moment of dismissal fueled Amelia's resolve, and

she left the office with her files, convinced she was onto something

significant.
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However, the atmosphere at Interpol soon shifted dramatically. As Amelia

returned to the basement archives, chaos erupted within the building with

security alarms blaring, signaling a breach in protocols. This turmoil was

unexpectedly caused by bizarre incidents, including exploding toilets and

malfunctioning appliances, creating an illusion of a prank. But the arrival of

fire trucks and bomb squads quickly sobered the reality around the

headquarters, signaling that something more serious was occurring.

Meanwhile, Katarina "Kat" Bishop and her crew infiltrated the Interpol

headquarters under the guise of a bomb threat. Kat's mission was to access

essential files linked to the heists, and while navigating the corridors,

Gabrielle, one of her friends, suffered a fall, spraining her ankle. Despite the

setback, Kat forged ahead, driven to uncover vital information that could

connect their heist past to their future endeavors—prompted by a past

encounter with a mysterious old woman directly involved in their recent

theft.

Amidst the urgent atmosphere, Kat stumbled upon a vast archives room,

which seemed to be a labyrinth of forgotten cases. She discovered a box

containing crucial evidence linked to her past—the Cleopatra Emerald. Yet,

as the clock ticked down to the potential arrival of the bomb squad, Kat's

focus sharpened on files that might carry connections to Romani. Just as she

prepared to escape, she unexpectedly confronted a familiar face hiding

alongside her in the chaos—the last person she anticipated seeing, Nick, her
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estranged acquaintance.

Chapter 17 Summary:

Following their chaotic escape from Interpol, the crew boarded a private jet

heading to New York. Kat sat watching the world pass by outside, reflecting

on the vastness of life outside her familiar circles while the others focused

on their mission. With Simon poring over photos and files, each hinting

towards a mysterious woman involved in their recent endeavors, Kat felt an

uncomfortable realization about how small her world had been until now.

Gabrielle, despite her injuries, pressed Kat for details on what had happened

back at Interpol. Even though Kat tried to downplay the stakes of her

mission, she understood that Gabrielle could see through her facade. The

conversation shifted towards the enigmatic woman connected to the

Cleopatra Emerald—their thief. They discussed how unusual it was for a

woman to be muscling in on a predominantly male domain, raising

suspicions about her true identity and motives. 

As possibilities swirled in their minds, Simon's screens flashed images of

suspects, but it wasn’t just a process of elimination. They pondered not only

the woman's identity but also her motivation behind pulling them into such a

dangerous heist. Despite Kat's growing concerns about the mystery, the
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collaboration among the group invigorated their mission. The urgent need to

find answers escalated when an unexpected, live broadcast caught Kat's

attention. 

Suddenly, the mysterious woman—revealed to be Constance Miller—was

displayed in a news segment, showcasing the very Cleopatra Emerald they

sought, sparking a renewed sense of urgency in Kat. The question they

needed to answer loomed: Why had she drawn them into her con? The

stakes were now higher than ever, and as they prepared for the next phase of

their chase, they understood that this was only the beginning.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

### Chapter 17 Summary

As Kat and her companions board a private jet bound for New York, an

overwhelming realization dawns on her: the world is expansive, far larger

than the confined spaces of her childhood. Even at fifteen, she grapples with

the newfound understanding that she has always existed in a world where

her family was known and loved by many—her father a central figure and

her mother admired. 

While Simon and Hale sift through files from Interpol, displaying pictures of

potential suspects in their operation, Kat's attention wanders over the

landscape through the aircraft's window. The group is on a quest connected

to an unknown woman, a masterful con artist who had manipulated Kat into

a heist. Their discussion touches on the complexity of the criminal

underworld, notably the rarity of women in it. Both Hale and Gabrielle

acknowledge this stark gender disparity, supported by Simon's data

highlighting nearly a thousand women listed by Interpol.

As they piece together information about their target, Kat reflects on her

brief encounter with the woman—whom she feels has an inexplicable

familiarity, akin to how her Uncle Eddie regards her. The atmosphere shifts
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when a live news broadcast captures their attention, revealing a woman

named Constance Miller—the same con artist they are pursuing—displaying

the stolen Cleopatra Emerald to a captivated audience.

### Chapter 18 Summary

Despite the advanced technology of their flight, Kat feels an overwhelming

sense of dread as the live news conference unfolds on the TV. The broadcast

announces that Constance Miller, now referred to as "Maggie," has

supposedly found the famed Antony Emerald hidden in a broken urn. Her

vibrant personality captivates the press, transforming her into the focal point

of media attention. As she confidently addresses the crowd, asserting her

independence and wealth, it becomes clear that she has no intention of

backing down; she plans to auction the emerald in a week.

Observing Maggie command the press backdrop with wit and unmatched

charisma, Kat recognizes the signs of a skilled con artist at work—Maggie is

fully aware of her power over her audience. The conference leaves Kat and

her friends in stunned silence, desperately trying to decipher the implications

of Maggie's intentions. 

In a moment of shared understanding, Kat and Hale lock eyes, realizing they

must act quickly to retrieve the emerald before it becomes unattainable. Hale

contacts their pilot, Marcus, urging him to reverse course—an indication that
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their chase to uncover the truth and reclaim the stolen emerald has officially

begun.
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Chapter 16: 

### Chapter 18 Summary

As Kat and her friends fly over Europe, she can't shake a sense of dread,

feeling as though they are plummeting through the sky. They tune into a live

news conference from Monaco featuring Pierre LaFont from the LaFont

Auction House. LaFont announces a significant discovery: Margaret Brooks,

an elderly woman who just found a massive emerald believed to be the

legendary Antony Emerald, after an urn containing it broke during shipping.

The conference takes an unexpected turn when Mrs. Brooks, introduced as

"Maggie," steals the spotlight with her flamboyant charm and Southern

accent, drawing attention from the media. 

Maggie confidently declares she’ll auction the emerald in a week, prompting

a frenzy among reporters. Kat, Hale, Simon, and Gabrielle, watching from

the plane, process the event, realizing they’re not just watching a

celebrity—this is a con artist’s masterpiece. They can recognize the allure

and authority Maggie wields over the audience. As the conference ends, they

share a mix of admiration and concern. With their existing knowledge of the

con world, they know they must act quickly. Kat turns to Hale and says, “We

need to turn the plane around.”
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### Chapter 19 Summary

In the days following the press conference, the world suddenly remembers

Margaret Brooks, a woman nobody knew before the emerald's discovery.

With her name and image broadcast globally, Kat reflects on how celebrity

is a fabrication, crafted by a master manipulator. Everyone is captivated by

Maggie and her past, which seems to sparkle as much as the emerald itself,

solidifying her status.

Kat and her friends, after landing near Nice, spot Maggie making no effort to

hide. Kat admires and resents her all at once, realizing how powerful and

confident the con artist is. As they stand outside a five-star hotel where

Maggie is staying, Kat grapples with her mixed emotions. When her father

calls, Hale urges her to talk to him, but she insists it's a mess she has to

resolve alone.

In an emotionally charged confrontation with her friends, Kat decides Hale

and the others should leave, believing they’ll be safer that way. However,

Hale refuses to abandon her, asserting his commitment. He emphasizes that

their bond means they’re in this together, and they’re not backing down from

the chaos that seems inevitable.

Kat, feeling cornered, tries to push her friends away for their safety, but they

remain resolute. Gabrielle, reflecting on her own curse, insists she wants to
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help Kat return the emerald. The three friends take back their agency when

they craftily inform their families they can’t make the planned trip. As they

prepare for what lies ahead, Hale reveals a boat waiting to take them to

Maggie: “That’s our ride.” With determination renewed, they step into the

unknown.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

Chapter 19 Summary

In the aftermath of the Antony Emerald's recovery, Margaret Covington

Godfrey Brooks, known as Maggie, quickly transforms from an obscure

figure to an international sensation. The elite of Atlanta suddenly

“remember” her, claiming past connections to her and offering outdated

anecdotes to solidify her status. This fabricated nostalgia showcases how

readily people accept the illusion of celebrity, demonstrating that perception

is king in the world of wealth and influence. 

Kat Bishop observes Maggie from a distance in Monaco, feeling both

envious and frustrated. Despite the fact that Maggie technically didn't exist

just a week prior, she is now basking in the attention of photographers and

admirers. As Kat grapples with her feelings about Maggie's con

artistry—seeing it as legendary yet infuriating—she receives a call from her

father, which she avoids. Her companions (Hale, Simon, and Gabrielle)

watch her struggle with the implications of her search for Maggie and the

mess that ensued from their attempt to steal the Cleopatra.

Kat, feeling a strong sense of responsibility, contemplates sending her

friends away so they won't face consequences for her mistakes. However,
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Hale, Simon, and Gabrielle refuse to abandon her, asserting their

commitment despite the risks involved. This moment forces Kat to confront

the reality of their situation and the chaotic nature of their lives as thieves.

They share the conviction that no one else will get hurt because of her, and

when Simon reminds her of their familial obligations, Kat realizes she can't

protect them by pushing them away. 

As the group forms a tight bond against adversity, they set their sights on

retrieving the Antony Emerald—not with individual agenda, but as a team.

Hale presents the next step: they need to locate their hotel but instead shows

them a waiting motorboat, indicating that their adventure is about to begin.

---

Chapter 20 Summary

The following morning unfolds on a luxurious yacht, the W.W. Hale, where

Kat Bishop is confronted with her fear of water. Her friends Simon and Hale

gleefully speculate about her phobia, prompting humor and teasing. Despite

her discomfort, Kat’s environment is opulent, reminding her of the

privileges her lifestyle provides, yet reinforcing her inner turmoil and sense

of inadequacy. 
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As the group settles in, they shift their focus to the task at hand—figuring

out the plan to retrieve the Antony Emerald. Simon informs the group about

experts recruited to authenticate the emerald, raising concerns about how to

infiltrate this secure operation. Hale highlights a major flaw in their scheme:

the extraordinary resemblance between the Antony Emerald and the

Cleopatra, which could easily raise suspicion with the experts present.

Kat draws on her con artist knowledge, emphasizing that the narrative

surrounding the emerald is pivotal to their success. The media frenzy

declares the emerald a great find, feeding into the broader story they need to

tell. 

Kat's focus sharpens when she spots an unfamiliar but consistent figure from

the media coverage, Monsieur LaFont, who has been closely tied to Maggie

during her public appearances. This realization presents an opportunity for

the team to uncover potential secrets about the emerald's legitimacy and

further the plot to reclaim it. The group joins together in a collective

determination to unravel this mystery, setting the tone for their next

challenge.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 

Chapter 20 Summary

Katarina Bishop, a skilled con artist, finds herself in a luxurious situation

aboard W.W. Hale's massive yacht in the Mediterranean. However, she is

facing her fear of water, stemming from a childhood incident that left her

terrified of drowning. As she attempts to evade her fears while lying on

deck, her friends Simon, Hale, and her cousin Gabrielle find humor in her

anxiety, teasing her about her fear and asserting that she will be safe.

Despite her worries, Kat can't ignore the exciting unfolding situation

regarding a recent heist involving the Antony Emerald, which has created

quite a media frenzy. As her friends discuss the burgeoning adventure, the

focus turns to a man named Monsieur LaFont, who has been closely

connected to the emerald's story. Simon reveals that various experts are set

to authenticate the emerald; however, Kat notes that they will likely compare

it to the Cleopatra Emerald, which is secured in a different location. The

pressure is on Kat and her crew to devise a clever deception while

navigating their personal tensions, particularly a kiss that Kat shared with

Hale.

As they brainstorm, Kat’s keen observations of a newspaper photo lead her
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to suspect LaFont knows more than he lets on about the emerald. That’s

when Hale proposes they investigate further, hinting at a potential con to

uncover LaFont’s secrets.

---

Chapter 21 Summary

Pierre LaFont, an influential figure at L'Hôtel Royal de Monaco, is

recognized for his refined taste, but on this particular Sunday, he

inadvertently becomes part of a clever con while interacting with Hale. Hale,

who is quick-witted and agile, expertly picks LaFont's pocket for his phone,

demonstrating the efficiency and precision of the team's conning methods.

Meanwhile, Kat observes the swift and intricate maneuvers with both

anxiety and admiration, recalling how quickly things can unravel in the

world of cons.

Suddenly, an unexpected complication arises as Kat spots Angus and

Hamish Bagshaw—two familiar faces from her past. As Gabrielle moves in

to complete their con, the Bagshaw brothers spot her, causing a chaotic

scene that threatens their plans. Kat rushes to avert disaster while grappling

with the tension of past relationships mingled with the present heist. 
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When a commotion breaks out, with Gabrielle confronting the brothers and a

hotel employee getting distracted, Kat seizes the opportunity to retrieve

LaFont's phone and hide it. Yet, their meticulous planning risks falling apart

when Maggie—a potential ally or enemy—enters the scene, leading to a

frantic race against time. Overwhelmed by the mounting pressures, Kat

emerges from her hiding spot, just as LaFont realizes his phone is missing,

effectively linking her actions to their unfolding plot. In a last-ditch effort,

she calls out to Maggie, hoping to regain control of the situation. The stakes

have never been higher, and Kat's skills as a thief and con artist are pushed

to their limits as the chapters intertwine personal stakes with the high-stakes

game of deception.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

Chapter 21 Summary

In a bustling morning at L'Hôtel Royal de Monaco, Pierre LaFont, a

prominent figure often associated with luxury and elegance, engages in a

brief conversation with a mysterious young man who expresses interest in

LaFont's vintage Porsche Speedster. The exchange hints at the young man's

deeper motives as he provides an intriguing warning about water damaging

the car's upholstery. Unbeknownst to LaFont, this brief encounter is the

preamble to a complex con underway.

Kat Bishop, the cunning protagonist, observes her team executing a

well-coordinated scheme to steal LaFont's phone. She reflects on the nature

of cons, emphasizing that they are fleeting moments filled with tension and

potential disaster. As she watches her partner Hale interacting with LaFont,

the unexpected arrival of two familiar Scottish brothers, Hamish and Angus,

complicates matters. Their enthusiastic reunion with Gabrielle threatens to

expose the con.

When Gabrielle fumbles and drops the phone, it skids across the marble

floor, creating a tense moment of suspense. Kat's heart races as she

witnesses the phone narrowly avoid discovery. Just as the situation escalates,
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the ringing phone attracts LaFont's attention, leading to a frantic race against

time for Kat. In a calculated risk, she reveals herself and calls out to Maggie,

an elderly woman closely associated with LaFont, in a desperate attempt to

seize the moment and regain control of the heist.

Chapter 22 Summary

With a steady resolve, Kat surprises herself by entering the elevator

alongside Maggie and LaFont, calmly holding the ringing phone. She

minimizes the urgency of her situation, greeting Maggie and introducing

herself seamlessly. The tension mounts as the elevator suddenly halts,

creating an unexpected moment for Kat to stealthily return LaFont's phone

while he remains oblivious.

Once in the penthouse suite, Maggie's demeanor shifts dramatically as she

locks the doors, revealing her true self beyond the facade. Having crossed

paths before, Kat confronts Maggie, questioning her motives and connection

to her family. Maggie casually refers to her own thievery history and

condescendingly belittles Kat's experiences while slyly hinting at a mutual

understanding rooted in their shared lifestyle as thieves.

As their conversation deepens, Kat learns that Maggie, despite her role in

recent deceptions, has a questionable allegiance, which intensifies Kat's
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sense of betrayal. Maggie acknowledges Kat's talents, but the exchange

grows tense as Kat categorically stands against Maggie’s choices, especially

using the name "Romani"—a significant figure in the thieving community.

The conversation reveals complex layers of betrayal, ambition, and family

heritage as Maggie entices Kat to engage with her insidious plans.

The chapter culminates in a chilling moment when Maggie produces

incriminating images of Kat and her associates, suggesting that their con

may be under surveillance—painting a dire picture of the stakes involved.

With the continuing tension in their encounter, Kat understands that

Maggie’s invitation to join forces comes with dangerous implications. The

stakes of their intertwined lives leave Kat contemplating the true nature of

loyalty, trust, and the world of elaborate heists they inhabit.
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Chapter 20: 

In Chapter 22, Kat Bishop finds herself deeper in a complex heist as she

 faces off against Maggie, a cunning con artist with ties to her family's past.

Rather than cowering in fear, Kat approaches the situation with a blend of

confidence and trepidation, slipping Pierre LaFont's cell phone into her

pocket during a tense elevator ride. After they arrive at the penthouse,

Maggie leads Kat into a small study, transforming into a more authoritative

figure, showcasing her experience as a thief. She reveals her history and

admiration for Kat's talent but also her decision to break the unspoken rules

of their profession. 

The conversation takes a sharp turn as Kat learns about Maggie's dubious

actions concerning the Cleopatra Emerald, highlighting the tangled web of

deceit and familial bonds that exists between them. Kat, filled with mixed

emotions regarding Maggie’s identity as her grandmother and a skilled thief,

realizes the significance of their encounter, pushing her to confront Maggie’s

intentions and challenge her authority as a con artist.

In Chapter 23, the tension escalates among Kat's crew aboard the yacht W.

W. Hale, where she shares the weight of the recent mission's fallout. Despite

the sense of camaraderie, Kat feels increasingly isolated due to her encounter

with Maggie, recognizing the risk of their situation. As conversations swirl

about the stolen Cleopatra, Kat reveals her concerns about Maggie's
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knowledge of their plans and her superior skills. Her doubts weigh heavy on

the group, prompting a discussion about adapting their strategy to outsmart

Maggie.

The crew rallies, seeking new allies or unconventional methods to reclaim

the emerald. Hale suggests finding someone Maggie doesn't know, instilling

a spark of hope as they navigate their predicament. But just as plans begin to

form, an unexpected voice from the shadows prompts them to reconsider

their options, hinting at a new twist in their unfolding adventure.

These chapters delve deep into the complexity of Kat’s relationships, not

just with her current crew but also with her family's legacy and past

betrayals. The stakes are high as they plot their next move against an

opponent who knows more than she lets on.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 

### Chapter 23 Summary

As the W. W. Hale sets off from the Monaco harbor, Kat reflects on the

chaotic day behind her, signaling to those aboard, including Hale and the

Bagshaws, that the mission has come to an end. Tension fills the galley as

Hale expresses both worry and relief about Kat’s recent actions, particularly

her brush with a mysterious woman. This woman, a figure from Kat's past

named Maggie, has implications that unsettle Kat—she knows too much

about them.

Despite the lighthearted camaraderie that follows, with the Bagshaws

playfully bantering and reminiscing about past heists, the mood shifts when

Kat realizes the gravity of their situation: they've been compromised. Hale

fears for their safety, but Kat reassures him with her strong connection to

Maggie, asserting that she knows Maggie well enough not to fear her.

As the conversation unfolds, Kat understands that Maggie is an expert con

artist, one who has likely anticipated their every move. The crew realizes

they need to find a new approach, someone unaffiliated with Maggie who

can help them reclaim the Cleopatra emerald, which they've already stolen

but is now at risk.
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Just when they begin devising a plan, a familiar voice draws their

attention—it's Nick, a young thief Kat met in Paris. His sudden appearance

surprises the crew, especially Kat, who recalls their turbulent past. Nick,

revealing he’s been in town and working with Interpol, appears to have

shifted allegiances and suggests he could assist them. The chapter ends with

Kat reeling from the complexities of the alliances and betrayals they must

navigate to succeed.

### Chapter 24 Summary

As Nick enters the galley, he brings a mixture of surprise and tension to the

group. The playful banter between Nick and Hale reveals the intricate

relationships formed through past conflicts and camaraderie in the thieving

world. Kat is initially speechless, processing Nick’s unexpected involvement

as he offers help to steal the Cleopatra emerald, correcting Hale on its true

identity.

Late that night, as Kat tries to find sleep in her cabin, her thoughts drift to

her father, prompting a heartwarming phone call that emphasizes her

feelings of isolation among her crew and her longing for familial

connections. Kat struggles with her identity as a thief amidst a sea of

memories and the weight of her family's legacy. 
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When Hale joins her on deck, their conversation turns introspective as they

discuss the nature of cons and the origin of great stories. Hale’s soothing

presence contrasts Kat's anxiety about their precarious situation and the

legendary emerald they’re after. Their exchanges dance around themes of

trust, loyalty, and the complexities of relationships—the urge to believe in

one another while grappling with fears of failure.

As they contemplate the existence of love and curses intertwined with

history, Hale's declaration that he believes in Kat reveals a growing bond

between them, symbolizing the strength they need to face the challenges

ahead together.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

Chapter 24 Summary

Kat reflects on the surprise appearance of Nick, her old acquaintance, who

once shared a fateful encounter on a Paris street corner. His arrival stirs the

tension in the room, and their banter reveals a deeper connection and an

undercurrent of their complicated pasts, hinting at Nick's new allegiance

alongside his mother, who now works at Interpol. As the crew discusses the

authenticity of a stolen emerald, which is speculated to be the Cleopatra

rather than the legendary Antony, they grapple with the implications of their

past heists and their current mission.

Troubled by sleepless thoughts about her father, her confounding feelings

for Hale, and the looming challenges of their heist, Kat takes a moment to

call her father. Their conversation is warm yet carries the weight of

unspoken regrets. Meanwhile, Hale notices her distraction and reminds her

to stop overthinking. Their connection grows deeper as they share a candid

conversation about trust and their intertwined fates in the world of cons.

Chapter 25 Summary
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The following morning, the atmosphere shifts as Kat's crew shakes off

fatigue, excited by a new lead generated by Simon's surveillance on LaFont.

They discover the emerald's packed schedule filled with public appearances

leading to the crucial auction, revealing a solid plan for their next moves.

However, Kat insists on keeping a close watch on Maggie, expressing

doubts about trusting a lifelong con artist like her.

As the day unfolds, Kat and Hale navigate the picturesque but perilous

Monaco terrain, scouting potential heist venues while debating the best

approach to their mission. They analyze security details, weighing risks and

options, and ultimately land on the realization that their best chance lies with

the extravagant ball held at the Prince's Palace.

Just as tension reaches a peak, Hale unexpectedly leads Kat into an upscale

boutique. His charismatic presence draws the attention of the staff, and it

becomes evident that he has garnered connections in opulent circles. The

chapter ends with Hale teasing a secret plan by presenting Kat with a

mysterious garment bag, hinting at their descent into the glamorous world

where high stakes and elegance intertwine.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 

### Chapter 25 Summary

As the sun rose over the yacht, Kat and her crew were energized, sipping

Marcus's renowned coffee and gearing up for the day. Their lively banter

was interrupted by the antics of the Bagshaw brothers, who were carelessly

practicing with a shotgun, leading to an unfortunate shot that raised alarm.

Kat, alongside her crew, focused on their mission—a heist targeting a

coveted emerald that was part of their plans to thwart a skilled con artist,

Maggie.

Simon, absorbed by his computer screen, soon revealed the bountiful

intelligence they had gained by bugging LaFont's phone. The information

revealed a bustling schedule of public appearances and events leading up to

a major auction on Friday, where the emerald would be on display. With a

possible timeline constructed, they still faced the issue of monitoring

Maggie’s movements, particularly regarding her hidden motivations and

connections.

Kat emphasized the need for Nick to keep watch on Maggie, highlighting

her as a formidable opponent who had outsmarted many before. Despite

Nick's bravado about his own con skills, Kat was insistent, driven by the
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knowledge that Maggie was a far more seasoned player in the con game than

they often considered.

The crew decided to scout the local attractions for potential insights into

their plan. As they trekked to the Grimaldi Palace, the tension heightened

with conversation about the imminent ball and its implications for their

heist. They moved through the picturesque landscape of Monaco, discussing

the obstacles ahead in getting to the emerald, realizing that many paths were

blocked.

Their reconnaissance continued as they camouflaged themselves as tourists,

discreetly gathering information about LaFont’s private banking secrets. The

day concluded with the team feeling like tourists but with acute awareness of

the stakes involved in their precarious situation. Kat resolved that the

upcoming gala was their final opportunity to implement their carefully laid

plans.

### Chapter 26 Summary

Upon returning to the luxury yacht, Kat was overwhelmed by an unsettling

mix of seasickness and dread, compounded by the presence of a stunning

gown intended for a glamorous event. Gabby, enthralled by the fashion,

distractedly celebrated the moment while Kat grappled with a newfound

emotional turbulence linked to Hale, her best friend. A desire for a deeper
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connection clashed with her commitment to their heist and personal safety.

In a moment of vulnerability, Kat confessed to Gabrielle about sharing a kiss

with Hale, revealing the intricacies of her feelings and their complicated

dynamic. Despite Mendes' return from his travels, Kat felt his absence, not

physically, but emotionally, which added to her agitation. Gabrielle urged

her to rethink her view of needing help versus wanting Hale, prompting Kat

to reflect on her internal conflicts.

Their conversation was cut short by Simon, who rushed in with significant

news. Guiding the crew to an unfamiliar room stocked with tech equipment,

he revealed insights from Interpol files. While probing into Maggie's

background, Simon found a lack of information, which raised alarms about

her elusive nature. Instead, he uncovered a troubling history of past attempts

to steal the Cleopatra emerald, including a shocking connection to a vintage

photo of Maggie alongside the stone at the World’s Fair in 1967.

As they gazed at the black-and-white image depicting a young and radiant

Maggie, the realization of her deep-seated connections to the emerald and its

history struck Kat hard. This unearthing of the past made it clear that they

were not merely up against a thief, but entwined in a narrative far more

complex than they had anticipated, shedding light on Maggie’s mysterious

past and raising questions about their tangled destinies in this high-stakes

game.
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Chapter 24: 

Chapter 26 Summary

Returning to the yacht, the W. W. Hale, Kat Bennett wrestles with a powerful

sense of foreboding despite logic suggesting her seasickness should be

subsiding. She's unnerved by a garment bag in her room, which only

deepens her anxiety. Her cousin, Gabrielle, arrives with updates about the

operation's plans but quickly becomes distracted by the garment bag,

excitedly revealing a dress that fits Kat.

Initially reluctant to share her feelings, Kat confesses to Gabrielle that she

kissed Hale, her best friend and a key figure in their heist plans, which led to

his abrupt departure to Paraguay. Gabrielle reacts with surprising support,

expressing admiration for Kat's boldness. As the conversation unfolds, Kat

struggles with the implications of her feelings for Hale, suspecting he is

upset with her for taking risks without seeking help, and wonders whether

needing help and wanting Hale are two different matters.

As they discuss relationships, Simon bursts in, pulling the conversation

away from personal dilemmas to urgent matters. He shares important

findings about their target, the Cleopatra diamond, and the history of

previous theft attempts, emphasizing the high stakes involved. Suddenly,
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they view an old photograph from the World’s Fair in Montreal, revealing a

young woman who is unmistakably Maggie, someone they’ve been

searching for. The revelation strikes Kat profoundly, prompting her to

recognize a deeper connection: she might be more tied to Maggie than she

had previously thought.

***

Chapter 27 Summary

Amid a blur of preparation for their scouting mission, which includes hushed

discussions about Gabrielle's experiences with curses and an accidental

run-in with Marcus and first aid supplies, Kat reflects deeply on what she’s

learned. As she and Hale travel by motorboat from the yacht to shore, she

fixates on the photograph of the young men, including her uncles, during

their prime heist days. The young faces bring forth a poignant sense of

nostalgia and a longing to understand the past and her family's legacy of

thievery.

Kat recognizes that Maggie was actively involved, not just a coincidental

figure in the picture, but rather a significant part of their family's history. Her

realization that she feels a profound connection to Maggie leads her to voice

her worries to Hale, believing she might share a fate similar to Maggie’s.
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Hale, concerned, reassures Kat with a strong denial of her grim assumptions,

affirming that she is not destined for the same path as Maggie. This moment

highlights the juxtaposition of their intertwined fates amid the high-stakes

world they navigate, stirring questions about identity and legacy as they

prepare to confront the challenges ahead.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 25 Summary: 

Chapter 27 Summary

In this chapter, Kat reflects on the blurry memories of preparing for a

scouting trip, recalling a conversation with Gabrielle and Marcus, and the

presence of a first-aid kit. As she and Hale travel in a motorboat toward

shore, Kat is struck by the youthful appearance of her uncles in an old photo

showcasing their prime as thieves. This nostalgia brings about questions

regarding Uncle Eddie's past attempts to steal a significant stone, prompting

Kat to ponder what might have gone wrong in their lives. When Hale

suggests that it could be mere coincidence that Maggie, another significant

character in Kat's life, is present in the photo, Kat categorically disagrees.

She asserts, “I know her,” coming to the unsettling realization that she is

becoming like Maggie. Hale fiercely rebuffs this thought, insisting that Kat

is not defined by her connection to Maggie.

Chapter 28 Summary

Kat and Hale arrive in Monaco, a lavish yet compact locale known for its

wealth despite its small size. As they navigate the cobblestones, Hale reveals

their target: the illustrious Casino de Monte-Carlo, which is set to host an
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auction for the emerald they seek. Kat is initially skeptical about robbing a

casino, but her determination to reclaim the Cleopatra stone solidifies her

resolve. As they enter the casino, Hale's confidence shines, but Kat remains

acutely aware of the risks, counting guards and strategizing their moves.

Amid this thrill, Kat is drawn to reminisce about her family’s history of

thievery, particularly focusing on her uncles and Maggie, who shares a deep

connection with the emerald. She realizes that to successfully carry out their

heist, they will need inside help. With a sudden bright smile, she proposes

recruiting Nick to infiltrate the operation, setting the stage for a bold plan

that involves helicopters, hinting at the daring escapade ahead.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 

### Summary of Chapters 28 and 29

Chapter 28

Monaco's compact size belies its immense wealth and glamour, capturing

Kat's fascination as she walks alongside Hale toward the iconic Casino de

Monte-Carlo. Hale proposes a daring plan to "rob at a casino," specifically

targeting the emerald known as the Cleopatra, which is set to be auctioned

soon. This heist is fraught with challenges, including an impressive array of

security personnel. Kat's initial anxiety subsides as she takes Hale's arm,

feeling a renewed sense of determination.

As they explore the casino's lavish atmosphere, Kat reminisces about past

escapades with Hale, noting his unshakeable confidence in such settings.

Despite the excitement, she grapples with the reality of the heist:

orchestrating a successful theft in a heavily monitored location. Kat

remembers her family—specifically her uncles and Maggie, the con artist

who tricked her. Realizing that Maggie's scheme likely hinges on the

authenticity of the Cleopatra, Kat sees the need for expert assistance, leading

her to confide in Hale about the true stakes of their mission.
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Kat proposes they carry out their plan within the casino, a decision

underscored by the necessity of securing an insider to aid their efforts. With

a mixture of excitement and trepidation, she suggests the need for help in the

form of "helicopters," hinting at a bold heist strategy that could turn the tide

in their favor.

Chapter 29

The scene shifts to a snowy mountain, where Kat and Hale seek the expertise

of Uncle Charlie, Kat's great-uncle renowned for his skills in the con artist

world. Their frosty reception is marked by mutual distrust and lingering

shadows from past betrayals, especially regarding the Cleopatra Emerald—a

treasure steeped in family history and loss. Kat presses Charlie for answers

about the infamous heist of 1967, which led to a rift within their family and

left lasting scars.

She reveals that Maggie, her recent adversary, is skilled in deception and has

manipulated her and others, including Charlie himself. Their tension

escalates as Kat challenges Charlie to confront his past, recognizing the

intertwined fates of their family and Maggie's enduring influence. Despite

Charlie's initial denials, memories of a past filled with ambition and desire

seep through as he recounts how he and Kat's uncle Eddie fell under

Maggie's spell during their pursuit of the Cleopatra.
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The conversation reveals the stakes and regrets of their previous endeavors,

culminating in their realization that they must reclaim the Cleopatra before it

is sold off under false pretenses. Charlie, embittered and wary, hesitates at

the thought of re-engaging with the world he left behind but ultimately

succumbs to Kat's determination. She implores him to join her, asserting that

the con of all con artists is essential to their mission. 

As revelations about Maggie's true identity emerge, closing the chapter on

old wounds, the groundwork is laid for a possible redemption arc for both

Charlie and Kat, reaffirming their shared legacy in the art of the con.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 

Chapter 29 Summary:

In a snowstorm, Kat and her ally Hale visit Kat's great-uncle Charlie at his

secluded mountain residence, seeking his help regarding a serious heist

involving the Cleopatra Emerald. Kat confronts Charlie about his reluctance

to assist, sensing an unresolved tension linked to a significant past

event—one that occurred back in 1967. Despite her persistence, Charlie

rebuffs her, insisting that he knows little about the con artist, Maggie (also

known as Constance Miller), who has drawn Kat into a web of deceit.

As the conversation unfolds, Kat reveals that they succeeded in stealing the

Cleopatra Emerald, an act that defies their family's rules and dangers.

Charlie acknowledges the gravity of their actions, and the tension mounts as

Kat presses him to share the truth about what happened in 1967 and his past

connection with Maggie.

During this personal and emotional exchange, Charlie recounts a pivotal

experience from 1959 when he and his brother Eddie first encountered

Maggie, who was captivating and manipulative. Their infatuation with her

drove them to scheme for the emerald, launching them into a world of high

stakes and betrayals. Charlie shares how a botched heist—due to unforeseen
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circumstances—left a lasting rift between him and Eddie, further illustrating

Maggie's duplicitous nature.

Realizing that Maggie plans to sell the stolen emerald in three days, Kat

believes they can retrieve it with Charlie's help despite his insistence that he

cannot recreate the stone needed for a con. Undeterred, she proposes they

work together, knowing that Eddie, despite being on the other side of the

world, represents the key to infiltrating Maggie's plans. Charlie reveals his

past love for Maggie, adding complexity to their entangled history, and

expresses his reluctance to engage with her again.

As Kat prepares to leave, Charlie reveals Maggie's true name: Margaret

Gray. He expresses a finality in his statement, indicating his deep-seated

desire to cut ties with her forever, thereby setting the stage for Kat’s

determination to confront their shared past and reclaim the emerald. 

Chapter 30 Summary:

(Here you would continue summarizing Chapter 30, connecting the plot

points to create a fluid narrative arc.)

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 28: 

### Chapter 30 Summary

As dusk falls, Kat and Hale return to the W. W. Hale, where Kat feels a mix

of reluctance and dread about rejoining the group aboard the large vessel.

Upon arrival, they are met by Marcus, carrying tea and scones, while a

chaotic discussion unfolds around Simon, who is explaining complicated

figures to Gabrielle, who is also distracted by her unconventional outfit -

high heels and a rappelling harness.

Tension rises as Nick confronts Kat about her mysterious trip to Austria,

pressing her for details. Despite Hale's attempt to downplay the seriousness

of Kat's situation, Nick's suspicion intensifies. Kat's mood worsens as she

reveals they have miscalculated their con regarding the Cleopatra Emerald,

admitting to her team that her uncle Eddie was right: the heist was

impossible. This admission rattles the team, but Gabrielle is quick to suggest

they come up with another plan, even as most of the crew remains doubtful.

There is a growing realization that a recent auction at the Prince's Palace,

rumored to involve significant security, poses a challenge. Hamish suggests

delaying their actions, but Hale is adamant they cannot let the emerald fall

into someone else's hands, fearing it could end up in a warlord's collection.
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Kat takes charge, asserting that their best chance lies in acting immediately,

which leads them to consider a scheme involving the nearby casino.

Despite Nick’s reservations about the dangers of robbing a casino, Kat

insists they need someone they can trust on the inside. Tension mounts as

Kat contemplates her relationship with Maggie, her aunt, and wonders about

trust. As the group shifts their focus to creating a plan, Simon’s gaming

knowledge becomes crucial as they discuss casino blueprints.

### Chapter 31 Summary

The morning of their planned operation dawns, and Kat oversleeps, caught

in a spiral of uncertainty about how to balance her instincts with the intricate

con they are about to engage in. Hale's abrupt awakening and insistence that

she dress and prepare for the day catapults her out of her funk. He stresses

the importance of an exit strategy, pushing her to gather her resolve.

As the crew reconvenes at the casino, Kat is aware of the risks involved,

prioritizing the operational details over the glitz of the establishment filled

with tourists. They begin to coordinate their efforts while navigating through

potential security spots.

Unexpectedly, chaos erupts when five hundred doves are released into the

casino, distracting patrons and providing an unexpected cover. The storm of
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birds creates a ruckus, and while the chaos unfolds, Kat meticulously scans

the room, identifying security weaknesses and escape routes alongside her

team. However, the appearance of her uncle Eddie amidst the chaos

complicates matters.

As she enters the scene filled with confusion, Kat must confront Maggie and

the fact that she and her team are exposed. The ensuing dialogue does little

to mask the urgency and danger of their situation as Kat is pulled back into

the web of family obligations and expectations while trying to stay focused

on their heist.

The chapter concludes with Kat potentially paving the way for a

confrontation — and with the introduction of a new family member, Uncle

Charlie, adding another layer of intricacy to her already complicated

mission. As they flood into the fresh Mediterranean air, Kat recognizes the

stakes are higher than she anticipated, and the outcome remains uncertain.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 

### Chapter 31 Summary

In the early morning, Kat awakens in her room feeling disoriented.

Oversleeping without setting an alarm, she battles with overwhelming

thoughts, particularly focused on how she’s been conned despite believing

she cannot con an honest person. Her friend Hale bursts into her room,

insisting she gets dressed, even tossing clothes at her. Kat, feeling

overwhelmed by the weight of expectations and her own uncertainties, fears

her abilities to pull off a heist without getting anyone hurt.

As they approach a luxurious casino, a hub of activity filled with tourists and

workers preparing for the upcoming Antony Ball, Kat reflects on the high

stakes of their situation. She contacts her crew through comms, ensuring

everyone is present for their plan. With Hale encouraging her, she takes a

deep breath and embraces the moment.

In an unexpected twist, Kat orchestrates a distraction by releasing five

hundred white doves into the casino, creating chaos that allows her to

observe the defenses and exits within the building. Amidst the turmoil,

several crew members are alerted that Maggie, Kat's adversary, is nearby

and accompanied by a well-dressed older man whom Kat recognizes as her
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uncle Eddie.

As Kat navigates through the chaos, where several patrons are panicking,

she manages to reach Maggie and Pierre LaFont, a prominent art dealer.

When her uncle recognizes her amidst the pandemonium, he claims

responsibility for escorting her away, although Kat is caught between the

familial obligation and her heist.

As they step outside for fresh air, more chaos ensues as her friends rush in,

urging that everything is fine. But Kat understands the deeper implications

of the danger they’re in—revealing to her crew that it’s time to confront

their Uncle Charlie.

---

### Chapter 32 Summary

On a yacht off the coast of Monaco, the atmosphere is tense yet hopeful as

Kat and her crew gather to discuss their plan for retrieving the Cleopatra

Emerald, a coveted artifact. Hale presents the strategy to Charlie, a

legendary figure in their world who has a tenuous past with the Emerald.

Charlie, reflecting on his history, expresses his apprehension about the heist

and its potential echoes of past mistakes.
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As the conversation unfolds, the young crew recognizes Charlie’s legendary

status; he's perceived as both a myth and a ghost of the past, a reminder of

what could go wrong. Kat tries to reassure him, claiming that with his help,

they could outsmart Maggie, who has always been ahead in their previous

encounters. Despite her insistence, Charlie's doubts linger, reflecting the

psychological weight of their mission.

After Charlie departs, a somber aura settles over the crew as they struggle to

maintain their morale. Later, Kat observes Nick practicing card tricks in

solitude, leading to a moment of honesty between them. Nick inquires about

her motivations for the heist, and Kat candidly admits she was compelled by

the idea of righting wrongs. Nick, however, reveals his own struggles with

expectations and his chaotic life at work, seeking to bond with Kat over their

shared complexities.

As they stand together on the yacht, Hale overhears their conversation and

questions Kat about her lingering feelings for Nick. Tension rises between

Kat and Hale when she admits to kissing him in the past, leading to an

emotional confrontation. Amidst their unresolved feelings, Simon rushes in

with news about LaFont’s plans concerning the Cleopatra, heralding a new

urgency in their mission.

As they gear up for action at the Antony Ball, their collective resolve

solidifies, setting the stage for the impending heist and its challenges.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 30 Summary: 

Chapter 32 Summary

As the yacht W. W. Hale drifts off the coast of Monaco, Kat and her crew are

grappling with the gravity of their heist plan involving the notorious

Cleopatra Emerald. Hale discusses the intricate scheme with Charlie, an

older gentleman and a legendary thief, while the crew eagerly awaits

Charlie's approval. Though visibly troubled and hesitant about returning to

the dangerous world of thievery, Charlie eventually decides to support their

plan, albeit with cautions against underestimating the risks involved.

The team is acutely aware that the Cleopatra Emerald is not only coveted but

also comes with a cursed reputation that tends to cloud judgment. This

realization weighs on Kat as she reflects on her past mistakes tied to the

emerald, which left her feeling foolish and regretful. Charlie's somber

reminder that history often repeats itself leaves an impression on the group,

particularly Kat, who hopes they can outsmart their rivals, especially a

formidable figure named Maggie.

As night falls, the crew's tension is palpable. Kat encounters Nick, a fellow

thief, leading to an awkward yet revealing exchange about their past and

motivations for involvement in the heist. Their dialogue reveals Kat's inner
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turmoil over guilt and her stake in correcting what she views as past wrongs.

Hale overhears their conversation, igniting a confrontation charged with

unresolved feelings between him and Kat—feelings intensified by a kiss

they shared in New York. Just as tensions peak, Simon interrupts with urgent

news: the Cleopatra Emerald is coming to a high-profile gala in Monaco,

intensifying the need for action.

---

Chapter 33 Summary

The following day, Kat and Hale survey the bustling streets of Monaco,

aware of the heightened security surrounding the upcoming gala. The

prestigious Casino de Monte-Carlo, where the emerald will be displayed, is

fortified with intensive measures—double the guards, advanced thermal

cameras, and multiple layers of protection that Kat had anticipated but now

confronts with increasing anxiety. Simon confirms that the emerald is being

personally transported by the infamous Kelly, further complicating their

plans.

As they prepare, Kat reflects on the importance of patience and observation,

key traits for any good thief. The stakes are higher than ever, and the

casino's security layout is more formidable than she had imagined, filled
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with state-of-the-art security technology. Despite the risks, Kat steels

herself, confident in the plan she and her team have formulated. Unable to

ignore the danger, Hale seeks reassurance from Kat about their approach as

she acknowledges the possibility of failure, joking about the luxurious

prisons Monaco has to offer.

As the pressure mounts, Kat is determined to proceed, knowing that their

success hinges on precision and skill. With the day of the event looming, the

team's fate intertwines with the allure of the Cleopatra Emerald, setting the

stage for the unfolding drama that lies ahead.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 31 Summary: 

Chapter 33 Summary

In this chapter, Kat and her team of skilled thieves prepare for a high-stakes

heist involving the legendary Antony Emerald, believed to be cursed and

now the centerpiece of a grand event at Monaco's Casino de Monte-Carlo.

As they watch the bustling preparations from a ridge, it becomes clear that

security measures for the emerald are heightened—double the guards,

thermal cameras, and a fortified display case made of shatterproof glass with

state-of-the-art locks. Kat, remarkably calm, shows her expertise and focus,

exhibiting the patience a thief must possess while planning the unexpected.

Simon updates the team on security changes, indicating that rival collector

Oliver Kelly has taken personal charge of the emerald’s safety. This raises

the stakes considerably for Kat and her crew, who aim to pull off their heist

amidst the chaos of a celebrity-filled event. Despite their worries about

Kelly and the daunting security measures, they resolve to proceed with their

plan, joking about the risks of failure, including European prisons, as they

get ready for operation.

---
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Chapter 34 Summary

The narrative shifts to Pierre LaFont, the event coordinator, who embodies

practicality in an otherwise extravagant setting. Detail-oriented, he

meticulously oversees the preparations for the ball set to showcase the

Antony Emerald, now fully aware of the tension introduced by Maggie—a

feisty character demanding strict adherence to guidelines, including the ban

on children. As the grand event approaches, LaFont's anxiety blends with the

excitement of a legendary gathering—one that sees elite guests converging

to view the mystical emerald, which has eluded capture for centuries.

Amidst the chaos, Kat attempts to slip past the guards to find Maggie, using

her charm and desperation to navigate through strict protocols and secure an

entry into the event. Their reunion is marked by a mix of banter and urgency

as Kat presents the items Maggie requested while also realizing the

underlying tensions—particularly with Oliver Kelly's unexpected arrival and

his firm detachment regarding the emerald's exhibition.

With cunning perspectives intermingled as guests mingle, Kat observes

Hale's interactions, assessing the plan's progress. Yet, despite her composed

demeanor, she struggles internally with the weight of their mission and the

potential for failure. As she contemplates the thrill of the con and the

opportunity to escape it all, Simon's urgent message interrupts, signaling that
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crucial movement has begun. Just then, the lights in the casino flicker and go

out, plunging the grand ball into darkness and marking the beginning of their

critical operation.
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Chapter 32: 

### Summary of Chapters 34 and 35

Chapter 34

As the host of an extravagant ball, Pierre LaFont, a meticulous and practical

man, finds himself frustrated by unexpected changes in protocol. With just

twenty minutes to go before the event begins, he inspects the casino floor,

ensuring every detail aligns with his high standards. Among the various

artists and organizers, Maggie—a bold and commanding presence—makes

several demands that catch LaFont off guard, particularly her insistence that

no children should be allowed. LaFont, aware of the gravity of the

event—the unveiling of the coveted Antony Emerald—is puzzled by her

urgency but complies with her requests.

The ball attracts the elite of society, all gathered to witness the rare historical

moment. At the center of the event, a rotating platform displays empty glass

cases where the Antony Emerald is expected to be revealed. Tensions build

as Kat, a young woman determined to connect with her aunt Maggie, is

initially barred from entry due to a lack of credentials. With a clever ploy,

she persuades LaFont to let her in, claiming Maggie needs her.
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Inside the casino, Kat observes the interactions of the guests, including the

aloof Oliver Kelly, a prominent figure in the auction, and his associate Colin

Knightsbury, who has come with Melanie McDonald. As the evening

intensifies, Kat's nervousness unexpectedly dissipates; she feels calm rather

than the anticipated thrill. In a quiet moment with Hale, a friend and ally,

Kat reflects on the gravity of their mission. While Hale suggests they could

abandon their plan and escape together, Kat recognizes that their path is set,

and the stakes are high. An urgent message from Simon brings her focus

back to the task at hand just as the lights go out, signaling the impending

move.

Chapter 35

Although darkness envelops the ballroom, Kat feels oddly comfortable there,

adept at navigating the shadows while her companions maintain their

presence among the wealth and opulence. As the lights return, LaFont kicks

off the ceremony, introducing the Cleopatra Emerald, which is ecstatically

raised from its protective case. The crowd, enraptured, faces the moment of

truth as expectations build.

As LaFont continues to speak, he promises to reveal the Antony Emerald

next, and the sense of anticipation in the room is palpable. When the Antony
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Emerald is finally unveiled, Kat recognizes that its perfection matches that

of the Cleopatra. Yet, amid the excitement, she knows both stones exist as

part of an elaborate con. 

Over the comms unit, Kat receives updates from her team: Simon confirms

everything is in place, while Hamish and Angus monitor their positions, and

Gabrielle assures her that Kelly is being watched. Despite Nick's hesitance

to continue, Kat's resolve strengthens as she scans the crowd for Hale, who

is looking directly at her. Inspired by the moment and the stakes, she decides

now is the time to take action. With both emeralds gleaming before them,

she steels herself to confront the deception and end it decisively. Together,

her team remains ready for the upcoming confrontation, as she prepares to

act.
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Chapter 33 Summary: 

Chapter 35 Summary

In a dimly lit ballroom in Monaco, Katarina Bishop, also known as Kat,

navigates the tension of a high-stakes auction while hidden in the shadows.

Although she lacks animal instincts to thrive in the dark, she feels at ease

amid the opulence surrounding her—jewels and the allure of wealth. The

evening’s highlight approaches as the spotlight shifts to empty display cases

resting on a platform. Kat, alert to her surroundings, responds to her

teammate Simon's whisper, signaling that the moment has arrived.

The auctioneer, Pierre LaFont, addresses the prestigious crowd, thanking

them for attending the unveiling of two monumental emeralds. As he

dramatically reveals the Cleopatra Emerald, the audience gasps with awe.

The space quiets, anticipation palpable. Then LaFont introduces the Antony

Emerald, and both stones are paraded around the ballroom under the gaze of

the guests, who are entranced by their apparent authenticity and beauty.

Standing amidst the crowd, Kat is skeptical, recognizing that the moment—a

fusion of history and wealth—is built on deception. She appreciates the

brilliance of her accomplice, Charlie, and is struck by the longing she sees

mirrored in Hale’s eyes, suggesting a deep emotional connection despite the
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situation's stakes. Communication with her team ensures all are prepared for

the plan, and as she locks eyes with Hale, she decides it’s time to act. She

resolves to confront the challenges before them, murmuring, “We end this.

Now.”

Chapter 36 Summary

Despite the festive environment—music and fine food—the tension

escalates as Nick confronts Hale in a secluded hallway, both unaware of the

growing animosity between them over Kat. With subtle threats, Hale warns

Nick to back off, but Nick refuses to relent, insisting Kat can make her own

choices. The standoff escalates into violence when Hale, engulfed by

frustration, punches Nick, sending him crashing to the floor.

Their scuffle catches the attention of Pierre LaFont, who swiftly intervenes.

With a sense of urgency, he orders the boys into a private room dedicated to

high-stakes games. Hale and Nick's animosity continues to simmer, with

LaFont threatening to report their behavior to higher authorities. As tensions

rise, Maggie, a figure with authority and a strong demeanor, enters the scene.

Acknowledging the chaos, she asserts her control over the situation,

prompting LaFont to assist in resolving the conflict.

Nick, bleeding and defiant, claims he is unable to have his way with Kat,
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while Maggie insists on having both boys removed from the event. Amidst

the unfolding drama, Hale’s lingering acknowledgment of Maggie adds

complexity to their dynamic, suggesting past connections. As LaFont

struggles to maintain order, Maggie’s icy resolve prevails, leaving Hale to

face the consequences of his actions, while the atmosphere thickens with

uncertainty and a hint of impending fallout.
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Chapter 34 Summary: 

Chapter 36 Summary:

The atmosphere in the ballroom has shifted as Nick, feeling tension

mounting, steps away from Kat and moves through the crowd. He

encounters Hale, who warns him to leave Kat alone. Their argument

becomes heated, leading to a physical altercation when Hale strikes Nick.

Their scuffle captures the attention of Pierre LaFont, a figure of authority at

the event, along with two guards who intervene to separate the boys. LaFont,

frustrated by the disruption, pulls them into a side room and demands to

know what happened.

As the confrontation continues, Maggie arrives, her demeanor serious. She

assesses the scene with a mix of concern and command, ordering the guards

to take the boys outside. Tension escalates as Maggie's relationship with

Hale is hinted at, provoking disdain from Nick, who brushes off the

impending consequences Hale threatens. LaFont, surprised by Hale's

aggression, is urged by Maggie to take decisive action, calling for order

amidst the chaos. Nick's bravado fades as he realizes his situation, and

LaFont's authority grows, demanding respect and compliance from the

young men involved.
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Chapter 37 Summary:

Kat finds herself in a moment of turmoil as she witnesses Nick, bloodied and

worn, and hears him whisper that their plan is over. As the ballroom buzzes

with confusion, a distressing incident unfolds when Gabrielle nearly falls off

a railing, calling everyone's attention. The ensuing chaos activates the

alarms, creating a perfect distraction for Kat to act.

With the spotlight on Gabrielle, Kat feels the weight of the moment as she

grasps a key Nick had passed her just before the incident. The fear of failure

fuels her determination as she rushes towards the glass display cases

containing the valuable emeralds. However, as she makes her move, Maggie

intercepts her, asserting her dominance and reclaiming the key Kat hoped

would aid her heist.

To Kat's surprise, Uncle Eddie appears in the background, revealing he has

been orchestrating the situation all along, using her uncle Charles as a decoy.

As she confronts her uncle, the realization hits that her efforts were in vain

and that she has been manipulated yet again. When LaFont, flanked by

guards, questions Kat, the room's attention shifts as he realizes the scandal

brewing.

In the climax of the chapter, Kat holds up a shoe that belongs to Gabrielle,
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making a bold claim to save face in the chaotic scene. Her defiance is met

with mixed tension from the crowd, momentarily shifting the focus from her

beneath the harsh spotlight. Rather than succumbing to shame, she stands in

solidarity with Maggie, emphasizing their complex relationship as they

navigate the unfolding drama together.
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Chapter 35 Summary: 

In Chapter 37, Kat faces a tense moment at a high-stakes gala, where chaos

 unfurls after Nick, her ally, whispers that their mission is over. Amidst the

crowd's confusion, Gabrielle, the beautiful young socialite at the center of

attention, falls towards the ballroom's edge, grasping for a spotlight in a

desperate attempt to save herself. Her precarious situation escalates as a

cable snaps, sending her swinging dangerously in the air while alarmed

onlookers scream for help.

As chaos erupts and sirens blare, Kat is called into action. With the cameras

momentarily blocked, she possesses the perfect opportunity to retrieve the

treasures—the Cleopatras—hidden within the display cases. However, just

as she reaches for them, Maggie, a formidable and cunning adversary,

intervenes, seizing the key from Kat's grasp with a command that leaves Kat

feeling cornered. The unexpected arrival of Uncle Eddie, Kat's uncle and a

seasoned figure in the world of thievery and deception, lays bare a familial

connection laced with disappointment and betrayal.

Uncle Eddie reveals that he has been told about Kat's presence in Monaco by

another family member, leaving her to grapple with the realization that she

had been manipulated yet again. As sirens echo and the spotlight shines on

her, the full weight of embarrassment and shame threatens to crush her, but

she escapes the darkest depths of despair in the face of Maggie’s taunts. In a
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moment of defiance, Kat defiantly holds up a satin pump, signaling the

chaos even as she hides her vulnerability beneath a facade of bravado.

Chapter 38 begins with Kat feeling unexpectedly small and powerless

standing beside Maggie in the private elevator leading to Uncle Eddie's

suite. As she faces her uncle, she feels both a crushing sense of betrayal and

a poignant nostalgia for a past connection; Eddie, who once loved Maggie,

now stands as a reminder of family ties complicated by crime. Kat confronts

the implications of Maggie’s actions, accusing her of exploiting a sacred

identity for selfish gain—the Pseudonima of Romani, traditionally used in

the thieving world to secure safe passage and protection.

Despite her bravado, Kat recognizes there's no escape from this

confrontation, as Maggie reveals her intentions: the emerald will be publicly

authenticated and sold. A feeling of entrapment washes over Kat, climaxing

in a confrontation where she asserts her independence. However, Maggie

blocks her path, revealing her intention to keep Kat under her watch until the

emerald auction escapes the potential theft.

Eddie walks Kat to her small, locked bedroom, reflecting the emotional

distance that has crept in between them. Their shared silence is thick with

unspoken words and regrets. When Eddie challenges her with the question

of whether she is truly finished, Kat, feeling the weight of her circumstances,

concedes with a tired determination, signaling the end of her current
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pursuits, yet leaving the possibility for future rebellion alive within her

resolute declaration.
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Chapter 36: 

In Chapter 38, Katarina "Kat" Bishop confronts her feelings of

 insignificance as she steps into her uncle Eddie's luxurious presidential suite

alongside Maggie, a formidable presence and potential threat. Despite her

petite stature and the struggles she has faced within her family's notorious

legacy of thieves, the overwhelming atmosphere and the reality of her

situation make her feel even smaller.

As Kat enters, she is met with a mix of familiar and unwelcome emotions

upon seeing Uncle Eddie, a man both respected and feared within their

criminal world. Their conversation quickly turns intense when Kat learns

about the manipulative use of a "Chelovek Pseudonima," a covert identity in

the world of cons. She becomes aware that her past acquaintance, Maggie,

has exploited these identities for personal gain, which enrages

her—especially given the pain it has brought to her family.

Maggie’s hold over the situation is reinforced when she commands Eddie's

guards to clear the room, ensuring that Kat's protests go unheard. Kat

realizes that Maggie not only knows about the betrayal but actively thrives

on the power it gives her. She angrily accuses Uncle Eddie of being

complicit, revealing a rift between family loyalty and betrayal.

Kat's desire to escape becomes critical, but Maggie’s sarcastic dismissal
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undermines her urgency. Instead, Maggie informs Kat that her prized

emerald will soon be auctioned off, a moment that signifies Maggie's final

victory over both Kat and Eddie. Despite feeling physically trapped, Kat’s

spirit remains strong; she embodies defiance even in vulnerability.

As Eddie walks her to a small bedroom to lock her in—a gesture more

protective than punitive—Kat and Eddie share an unspoken understanding of

their tragic circumstances. They avoid mentioning Charlie or the deeper

betrayals between them, focusing instead on the implications of what has

happened. Eddie’s questioning of her resolve provides a pivotal moment,

reflecting both trust and a challenge. Kat asserts that her work is complete,

setting the stage for her next move against the encroaching obstacles, which

hints at the larger battles ahead. 

In summary, Chapter 38 offers a rich exploration of familial ties, betrayal,

and the struggle for autonomy in a world dominated by betrayal and power

dynamics. Each character's motivations are unveiled in their tense

interactions, all leading toward Kat’s next steps in the unfolding conspiracy.
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Chapter 37 Summary: 

### Summary of Chapters 39 and 40

As dawn breaks over Monaco, the city buzzes with anticipation, focused on

the glamorous events surrounding an auction at the Prince’s Palace. Media

trucks line the streets, capturing stories of curses and emeralds, yet quietly

overlooked is Kat Bishop, who is being held in a hotel room. Although she

initially relishes her independence, when she is summoned by her

accomplice, Maggie, she realizes her situation is far from ideal. 

Maggie, a skilled con artist with decades of experience, has been waiting for

this moment for almost fifty years. She informs Kat that her uncle, Eddie,

has completed his part in their scheme and departed for Paraguay,

underscoring Maggie’s resolve to steal the legendary Cleopatra Emerald. As

they drive towards the palace in an ostentatious Bentley, Kat reflects on their

differences: she is determined not to become the heartless thief her mentor

represents. 

Arriving at the palace, Kat absorbs the sprawling security measures and feels

the thrill of potential victory and peril alike. The echo of their footsteps

resonates in the marbled halls, a stark contrast to the tension that fills the air.

Entering the palace's nerve center, they encounter LaFont, the head of
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security, who is unprepared for Maggie's abrupt commands to identify Kat's

youthful crew as threats. Kat, still determined, recognizes that there’s more

at play than just theft; it’s about legacy and identity. 

In a surprising twist, Kat jumps into an elevator with Oliver Kelly, a man

enmeshed in the antique world and linked to her own legacy. Their

conversation reveals both a shared history of thievery and the pressures that

come with living up to family expectations. The claustrophobic elevator

stalls, intensifying the tension between them.

As Maggie assumes her part in the operation, confidently maneuvering

through the auction setup, Kat finds herself drawn closer to Hale, her ally.

Their connection deepens, emphasizing the notion that love, unlike their

thieving endeavors, is genuine and untainted by ulterior motives. Just as they

prepare for the pivotal moment of the auction, Maggie extends an offer to

Kat to join her as a protégé, further complicating Kat's identity.

In a climactic moment, experts confirm the authenticity of the Antony

Emerald, that has captivated the attendees. However, as the experts reveal a

shocking truth, declaring it a magnificent fake, Maggie's plans begin to

unravel, and Kat's determination to forge her own path becomes evident.

Realizing that she has the power to decide her fate, Kat is more committed

than ever to uncover the truth about family legacies, loyalty, and the nature

of fortune. 
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These chapters artfully juxtapose themes of identity, legacy, and morality,

illustrating Kat's growth as she navigates the treacherous waters of theft,

trust, and self-discovery amid the allure of high-stakes con artistry.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 

In Chapter 40, Katarina Bishop finds herself in the Prince’s Palace,

 accompanied by Maggie, an established con artist, as they prepare to

execute what Maggie has deemed the final job. Katarina is deeply aware that

this will be a significant moment in their lives, one that might cement

Maggie’s reputation as a top-tier thief. As they navigate the palace, Kat

mentally catalogs her surroundings and the necessary steps for their plan.

Tensions rise when they reach the nerve center of the palace’s security, a

room filled with monitors showcasing live feeds. Despite Maggie's confident

demeanor, Kat senses the pressure mounting.

In the security room, Maggie hands over a flash drive containing images of

several teenagers, instructing the security team to capture them. Tension

escalates when Oliver Kelly, an unknown but pivotal figure in their heist,

arrives, and amid their conversation, Maggie suddenly recognizes a detail

that could unravel everything. In a split second filled with quick thinking,

Kat jumps into the elevator with Kelly, proclaiming she'd meet Maggie at

the auction, leaving her aunt frustrated and bewildered.

Inside the elevator, Oliver Kelly, a man who thrives on detail and order, is

faced with a panic-inducing malfunction. Calm and inquisitive, Kat engages

Kelly in a conversation about his grandfather's notorious theft of the

Cleopatra Emerald, cleverly unveiling her own knowledge about his legacy.
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As the elevator resumes movement and the doors open, Kat rejoins Maggie

and Hale, who is being held captive yet remains hopeful of a plan.

In the auction room, the atmosphere is electric with anticipation. Just as the

crowd is about to bid on the prized Antony Emerald, chaos ensues when an

expert declares it to be a fake. Maggie, initially stunned, becomes frantic as

she rushes to the stage. As accusations fly and the atmosphere becomes

tense, Nick—a fellow thief and Kat’s cousin—enters with his mother and

exposes Kelly’s involvement in the scandalous dealings surrounding the

emerald, revealing a video that connects him to the theft. Interpol agents

arrive to question Kelly, extinguishing what’s left of his reputation.

As Kat and her crew, now free and united, make their way out, the sun

shines brightly, contrasting the turmoil they’ve left behind. Despite the

initial excitement of a job well done, Kat reflects on Maggie, now

overshadowed and isolated by her fall from grace. A conversation unfolds

where Maggie, grappling with confusion, acknowledges Kat’s childhood but

fails to grasp the true collaborative spirit that fueled their success.

Kat, surrounded by her crew and holding Hale’s hand tightly, assures

Maggie that their actions were simpler than she believed; they only needed

to switch the emeralds, swapping the genuine Antony for the duplicate

Cleopatra. This revelation marks a clear demarcation between Kat's crew,

now confident in their unity and skill, and Maggie, who has lost her way in
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the world of theft and deception. The chapter ends with Kat reaffirming her

independence, choosing not to follow in Maggie's shadow but to carve her

own path in the legacy of thievery.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 39 Summary: 

### Chapter 41 Summary

The atmosphere in the room is tense and thick with a sense of disbelief, as

Kat observes the reaction to the revelation surrounding the Cleopatra

Emerald. LaFont's frantic insistence for clarity is drowned out by the

murmurs of confusion and shock. Margaret Covington Godfrey Brooks,

known as Maggie, becomes anxious as she tries to comprehend the situation,

rushing toward the emerald, seemingly unaware of the true danger she

presents in her state of agitation.

As Maggie scans the crowd for her friends, Kat quietly informs her that

there's one person missing—Nick, who appears in the back with his chic

mother. Their presence shifts the atmosphere, drawing focus back to Oliver

Kelly, a man tied to Maggie's past. Amelia Bennett, representing Interpol,

confronts Kelly, this interaction leading to the revelation that the Antony

Emerald was not as it seemed; it was a fake, a beautiful con that had fooled

many, including Maggie.

With the tension high and excuses flying, Kat loses interest in the ensuing

chaos as her crew, now free from restraint, makes their escape. Nick helps

disengage Gabrielle, Hamish, Angus, and Simon—finally leaving only
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Maggie and Kat in the aftermath. Outside, the group walks past oblivious

tourists, feeling the relief and warmth of the Mediterranean sun, a vivid

contrast to the drama they've just exited.

In a brief but poignant exchange, Maggie confronts Kat, admitting an almost

painful curiosity about how a child could outsmart her. Kat confidently

replies that she is not alone in her endeavors, surrounded by her loyal crew

whom she has learned to rely on. Maggie’s realization of her connection to

the past—seen in her defeated demeanor—highlights the true nature of their

paths diverging.

The chapter closes with Kat revealing their clever plan: they never needed to

steal the Antony Emerald; they just needed to create the illusion that it was

nearby, allowing them to easily switch it with the real Cleopatra Emerald.

### Chapter 42 Summary

In Valle Dorado, the fallout from the uncovered truth about the Antony

Emerald has led to an indifferent atmosphere, as life continues amidst heat

and routine. Kat sits with Hale and Gabrielle at a café, trying to escape the

repercussions of their heist—which have made headlines. Although the

Antony was exposed as a fake, the shadow of Maggie remains, her fate

unknown but lingering over Kat’s thoughts.
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Amidst the quaint sights of the square, Kat and her companions reflect on

their recent whirlwind experience. Despite the chaos they’ve faced, they

manage to bond over shared experiences and the unbreakable ties of their

makeshift family. Gabrielle, having recovered from her ankle injury,

lightens the mood, and they toast to Uncle Eddie—the "ultimate inside man"

who played a crucial role in their heist.

Questions arise about the past and the consequences of their actions,

particularly regarding Kat’s uncle and the possible betrayal of love due to

their thievery. Gabrielle reassures her that, despite the complexities of their

family history, they end up being a close-knit unit—a true family.

As they share a moment of peace amidst an impending crisis, chaos erupts

when an explosion shakes the square and smoke fills the air. Kat remains

calm, knowing their next move is tied to the uncertainty of organized crime

connections.

With the urgency escalating, Kat makes a decisive choice to pursue a new

adventure. She suggests a cave in Switzerland as their next destination,

clearly indicating she’s ready for more challenges. With determination and

excitement, she invites Hale and Gabrielle to join her as they step into the

unknown together, embodying the spirit of adventure and the strength of

their bond.
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Chapter 40: 

In Chapter 42, the narrative shifts to a vibrant café in Valle Dorado where

 Kat, Hale, and Gabrielle sit enjoying a moment of reprieve amidst a summer

filled with heat and labor. Despite the buzz surrounding the emerald known

as the Antony—a potential hoax unfolding in distant headlines—Kat feels

the lingering whispers of its tale. It reflects the town’s apathy toward the

emerald, which many believe to be a mere con, but Kat's instinct tells her

otherwise; she senses the truth still lingers in the shadows of their world.

As they sip lemonade, the trio shares a moment of camaraderie, reminiscing

about Uncle Eddie, who has played a pivotal role in their heists. Kat

grapples with a complex question about love and loyalty—does Eddie still

harbor feelings for the woman who vanished, leaving behind echoes of their

past? Gabrielle reassures her that the bond they share as a family has

eclipsed any prior connections. Their toast to family resonates deeply with

Kat, reinforcing her understanding of real love and the form it can take

amidst turmoil.

However, their peaceful interlude is shattered by an explosion, sending

chaos spiraling through the square. The group prepares to confront the

unknown repercussions of the blast, indicating that the organized crime

network they’ve been contending with may be on to them. Amid the

confusion, Kat’s adventurous spirit resurfaces as she outlines her next
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destination—an intriguing cave in Switzerland—foreshadowing new quests

ahead. The scene sets a tone of eager anticipation, as Hale and Gabrielle

decide to follow her into the unfolding adventure, hinting at the bonds that

drive their shared journey.

The chapter serves not only as a transition into new escapades but also

reinforces the themes of loyalty, love, and the importance of

family—elements that bind them together. Through this blend of reflection

and excitement, the narrative urges readers to consider the interplay of trust

and ambition as Kat prepares for the next chapter of her life.
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