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Velvet Was The Night Summary
A tale of love and intrigue in 1970s Mexico.

Written by Books1
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About the book

Set against the backdrop of 1970s Mexico City, "Velvet Was the Night" is a

gripping homage to noir fiction, intertwining the lives of two compelling

characters who find themselves embroiled in a turbulent web of politics,

crime, and desire. Maite, a disillusioned secretary with a flair for romance

novels, becomes an unlikely detective when her alluring neighbor goes

missing, while Elvis, a disenchanted enforcer for a clandestine group, is

desperate to win back the heart of a woman who has captured his

imagination. As their worlds collide, Moreno-Garcia masterfully crafts a

story of love, betrayal, and the quest for truth set against the vibrancy and

unrest of a tumultuous era, inviting readers to uncover the dark secrets

hidden beneath the surface of everyday life in a city alive with possibilities

yet shadowed by danger.
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About the author

Silvia Moreno-Garcia is a versatile and acclaimed Mexican-Canadian author

known for her captivating storytelling that often blends elements of horror,

fantasy, and historical fiction. Born in Baja California and later residing in

Canada, Moreno-Garcia has made a significant impact on contemporary

literature with her rich narrative style and ability to weave cultural themes

into her works. Her previous novels, including the bestselling "Mexican

Gothic," have garnered critical acclaim for their atmospheric settings and

complex characters, while "Velvet Was the Night" showcases her talent for

crafting a gripping noir tale that reflects the turbulent backdrop of 1970s

Mexico. In addition to her novels, Moreno-Garcia is also an accomplished

editor, commentator, and podcaster, further amplifying her voice in the

literary community.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

Chapter Summary

On June 10, 1971, we meet Elvis, a gang member grappling with his identity

in a violent world. Aware of the irony in his distaste for beating people, Elvis

reflects on life’s absurdities, referencing figures like Ritchie Valens and

Aeschylus, who met untimely deaths amidst their fears. Yet, Elvis finds

solace in music, language, and facts, contrasting his love for the intellectual

with his current occupation as a thug for El Mago, the group leader who

values performance over background.

One pressing issue is El Güero, a former cop turned thug who constantly

mocks Elvis's abilities and masculinity. As a young recruit at only

twenty-one, Elvis feels the pressure to prove himself in front of El Güero

and the others, especially with a looming assignment involving a student

protest. The Hawks, Elvis’s group, are tasked with intimidating journalists

covering the protest, showcasing their authority by snatching cameras

without unnecessary violence against the general populace.

As protests begin for a significant event, the feast of Corpus Christi, students

flood towards El Monumento a la Revolución, chanting slogans. Elvis

prepares nervously, checking in with El Gazpacho, his attentive partner, who
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discusses films and takes his role seriously. The plan unfolds, and when

conflict erupts, it becomes chaotic as the Hawks attack, and gunfire goes

off—initially thought to be blanks, it quickly turns serious. 

Elvis is amidst the fray, grabbing a journalist's camera, only to witness the

brutal escalation as a real machine gun features in the mix. While grabbing

equipment from fleeing journalists, the situation takes a wild turn when El

Gazpacho is shot. Despite the brutality of the moment, Elvis displays a sense

of loyalty, refusing to leave his injured comrade behind. 

Confronted by El Güero’s selfish decision to abandon El Gazpacho, Elvis

challenges the idea of leaving a teammate to die. Driven by a sense of

responsibility and camaraderie, he insists the group help their fallen

member. In a desperate race against time, they manage to find a vehicle to

escape and get El Gazpacho to a doctor, showcasing both tension and a

complex morality amidst the overarching violence they enact.

Thus, in a day marked by chaos, betrayal, and unexpected displays of

loyalty, Elvis is forced to navigate not just the external threats of the protest

but also the internal conflicts within his group as they confront their own

values and actions amidst the violence.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In the second chapter of the narrative, we meet Maite, a thirty-year-old

 woman grappling with the mundane realities of her life in a bustling city.

The chapter opens with Maite's disappointment with her surroundings,

which smell of frying food, contrasting sharply with her longing for romance

and beauty inspired by her cherished memories of the past. After a restless

night marked by anxiety over Jorge Luis, a character in her beloved comic

series *Secret Romance*, who is undergoing surgery, Maite rushes to a

newsstand to check the latest issues of her favorite comics. In her quest, she

encounters various distractions, including queues at the stand and her own

ambivalence towards current events, particularly the political turmoil

surrounding student demonstrations—a situation that her colleagues eagerly

discuss.

As she reflects on her past, Maite’s thoughts drift to her forthcoming

thirty-first birthday, which looms over her as a reminder of unfulfilled

expectations and societal pressures regarding marriage and family. Her

mother and sister, particularly, will surely remind her that she is still single

despite reaching an age considered critical for finding a partner. We see

Maite's reflections on her relationship history, notably her youthful romance

with Cristóbal, who left her for someone he deemed more exciting. This

 heartbreak deepened her love for romantic narratives, particularly *Secret

Romance*, which serves as an escape from her day-to-day life.
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At the law firm where she works, Maite feels boxed in, handling menial

tasks under a boss who seems indifferent to her contributions. While

interacting with her colleagues, Maite’s feelings of isolation amplify; many

of her female peers are married with children, leaving Maite longing for

connection and companionship. While she has one close confidante, Diana, 

Maite fears losing this bond if Diana were to marry, further deepening her

sense of loneliness.

Turning thirty is a potent symbol for Maite, representing more than just the

passing of time; it is a marker of societal views on women and a point of

envy towards her sister's seemingly successful life. While the chapter reveals

much about Maite’s insecurities and aspirations, it also juxtaposes her

dreams of romance against the stark backdrop of her reality—her tedious

career, her stagnant social life, and her family dynamics.

Finally, new character Leonora, an art student from her building, enters

 Maite’s life, asking for help to pet-sit. This encounter introduces a glimmer

of hope for connection and possibly change, as Leonora embodies a carefree,

youthful spirit that Maite admires but feels she lacks. Leonora's request also

serves as a symbol of the new interactions that Maite might explore if she

breaks away from her current routine, reigniting a flicker of hope and

romantic possibility.
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As the chapter closes, Maite returns home, eagerly poring over her comic

book while dreaming of jungle adventures and romantic escapades, revealing

her desire to escape into the fantasy world of *Secret Romance*. However,

she is starkly reminded of her constricting life in a gray city, making it clear

that despite her dreams, the reality she faces remains unfulfilled.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace change and seek new connections

Critical Interpretation: Your life can mirror Maite's experience as she

grapples with her loneliness and unfulfilled dreams. Just like Maite,

who finds a glimmer of hope through her encounter with Leonora, you

too can inspire transformation by stepping outside your comfort zone.

Seek out new relationships and opportunities that challenge your

routine and bring excitement to your life. Embracing change, even

small interactions, can rekindle your passion and lead to unexpected

adventures, reminding you that fulfilling connections and enriching

experiences await beyond the confines of your current reality.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

Chapter 3 Summary: Living Under Tension

The chapter opens with Elvis receiving a call from El Mago, a pivotal figure

in his life, instructing him to lay low following the upheaval surrounding the

government’s crackdown on dissent. The tensions stem from the

controversial involvement of a group known as the Hawks, who are alleged

to have violently suppressed student protesters, leading to public outcry.

Although government officials deny the existence of the Hawks, reports

suggest they have been involved in brutal tactics, challenging Elvis's sense

of security.

Elvis reflects on his past in Tepito, a rough neighborhood that he vows to

leave behind, viewing it as a dead end for his future. He recalls his

tumultuous childhood filled with academic struggles, expulsion from school,

and a chaotic home life that drove him into local gangs for survival. 

As he reminisces about his precarious teenage years, Elvis shares how he

ended up in San Miguel de Allende, trying to survive among tourists and

ultimately making a deal with an American woman named Sally. Their

relationship takes a utilitarian turn as he provides her with companionship in

exchange for food and access to her record collection, which fuels his
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passion for music. However, when she replaces him with a new lover, Elvis

steals money and vinyl records from her, using them to support his gambling

habits in nearby Guadalajara.

In Guadalajara, he meets Cristina, a girl who draws him into a

quasi-religious cult that espouses a lifestyle alien to him. Disillusioned by

the cult's beliefs and its leader's exploitation of women, Elvis leaves,

returning again to Tepito, where he struggles to reintegrate into a community

he no longer identifies with. 

Then, a shift occurs when he discovers a love for literature, initially getting

involved in petty theft from bookstores to fund his newfound passion. This

develops into a small enterprise selling stolen books and records on the

street, earning him a meager livelihood. However, this new life takes a dark

turn when police corruption and aggression disrupt the book vendors in his

area, leading to a violent altercation.

In a chance encounter following this chaos, Elvis meets El Mago, an

enigmatic man who presents himself as a "magician" able to get people out

of trouble. Recognizing potential in Elvis, El Mago offers him a place in the

Hawks. As Elvis joins, he is thrust into rigorous training shaped by

military-style discipline, where he learns vital skills in surveillance and

tactics, bolstered by support from the American CIA due to escalating

communist concerns in Latin America.
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As the chapter progresses, tensions rise again as the Hawks face internal

scrutiny and pressure from the government. El Mago, concerned about the

chaos surrounding their operations, commands Elvis to keep a low profile.

At the same time, he is appointed as a leader of a trio unit, which includes

the unreliable El Güero and the Antelope—both of whom doubt Elvis's

capabilities.

The climax arrives when El Mago confronts Elvis about his recent

insubordination concerning a rescue operation for El Gazpacho, who is

injured. Here, Elvis expresses loyalty, conceptually profound for a young

man accustomed to betrayal and abandonment. As the chapter closes, El

Mago recognizes the value of Elvis’s perspective, granting him a new

leadership position while leaving unresolved questions about El Gazpacho's

health.

Elvis finds solace in music, listening to the Beatles and sipping Fanta,

cherishing his new status and the hope that comes with ambition, even in the

dark world he inhabits.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of loyalty amidst turmoil

Critical Interpretation: In a world filled with chaos and betrayal, the

key point of loyalty, especially highlighted through Elvis's

relationship with El Mago, inspires us to cherish and uphold our

commitments to others. This reminder encourages you to seek the

steadfast connections in your life, reaffirming that loyalty can lead to

trust and respect even in the most difficult circumstances. By

embracing loyalty, you can foster deeper relationships and find a sense

of belonging, allowing you to navigate life's challenges with resilience

and support.
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Chapter 4: 

In the fourth chapter, Maite, a woman who finds comfort in her routines,

 navigates the fluctuating rhythms of her life. While weekdays are structured

around work, the weekends present opportunities for both creativity and

ennui. Maite's Saturday mornings include coffee with her parakeet and

shopping at the local tianguis (market), but on this particular day, she is

preoccupied with thoughts of her neighbor Leonora's apartment, imagining

its décor and atmosphere.

Intrigued by her fantasies, she hurriedly shops and returns to Leonora’s

apartment. Upon entering, she notes the stark contrast to her own living

space, with higher quality furniture and various artistic elements, yet she

feels a disconnect with the art itself. Instead, it is the intimate details of

Leonora’s life—a photograph with a charming man, the disarray of her

bedroom, and the presence of expensive items—that capture Maite's

curiosity and desire. 

Despite her history of stealing small mementos from neighbors as a way to

connect with their lives, today’s visit prompts a struggle; she feels no

immediate need for an object, yet her past impulses push her toward the

thrill of theft. While exploring, she finds a small plaster statuette of San

Judas Tadeo, which she carefully wraps and takes back to her apartment as a

new treasure for her collection of stolen keepsakes.
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Though satisfied with her scoop, Maite’s Sunday brings her a sense of

dissatisfaction. A trip to the cinema leads to disappointment as she grapples

with feelings of loneliness and a yearning for something more meaningful in

her life. The day is filled with a melancholy mood as she contemplates her

job and her lack of excitement. She daydreams about finding a new position

that would offer her glamour and adventure, yet quickly succumbs to

self-doubt as she confronts her mediocre existence.

Feeling stagnant, Maite decides to leave her apartment for a walk and

unexpectedly encounters Emilio, a handsome man from the photograph she

saw in Leonora’s apartment. This chance meeting ignites a flutter of

excitement in her heart. They talk briefly; he is looking for a camera he

believes Leonora borrowed, and Maite is drawn not only to his striking

appearance but also to the air of intrigue about him. She notes the charm and

fearlessness in his demeanor, contrasting sharply with her own insecurities.

After their conversation, Maite feels invigorated, imagining a budding

relationship with Emilio. At work on Monday, she shares an embellished

story about meeting him with her friend Diana. Reveling in the attention, she

crafts a persona of romantic excitement, weaving the threads of her mundane

life with vibrant fantasies inspired by the glamorous narratives she enjoys in

her comic books.
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By evening, Maite returns to Leonora’s apartment, where the absence of her

neighbor only deepens her sense of longing and detachment. She indulges in

the perfumes and beauty products left behind, momentarily transforming

into what she perceives as a more alluring version of herself. That night, her

dreams transport her to a mystical jungle, intertwining vivid imagery with

the themes of sacrifice and desire, where she hopes to escape the limitations

of her reality.

As the chapter concludes, Maite's yearning for connection and adventure,

whether through stolen moments or dreamlike escapades, reflects both her

loneliness and the creative fervor that drives her to seek beauty in life’s

mundane corners.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In Chapter 5, Maite finds herself increasingly irritated by the absence of her

 neighbor, Leonora, who she presumed would return from a weekend away.

This frustration is compounded by a sense of envy for Leonora's carefree

lifestyle, characterized by wild parties and youthful exuberance, contrasted

sharply with Maite’s more responsible demeanor.

After an unexpected phone call from Leonora, who frantically requests that

Maite bring her cat and belongings to a specified address, Maite reluctantly

agrees. Despite not owning a car, the promise of "triple" pay motivates

Maite to take a taxi. She struggles with the overweight cat and a

cumbersome box as she arrives at a printer’s shop, expecting to find

Leonora. However, after waiting for over an hour with no sign of her, Maite

inquires about Leonora's whereabouts. The young man at the shop, Rubén, is

reluctant to share details but eventually provides the address of Leonora’s

sister, Cándida.

Arriving at Cándida's house in Condesa, Maite explains her predicament

regarding Leonora’s absence and the cat. Cándida reveals her worries about

Leonora's current behavior, noting that the young artist has been involved in

questionable circles, possibly engaging in substance abuse and reckless

decisions. Cándida mentions that Leonora had recently asked for money,

which raises Maite’s suspicions about potential trouble.
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Though Cándida displays concern and wish for her sister's well-being, she is

unable to help Maite with the cat or financially, given her own constraints.

The conversation reveals Leonora's artistic aspirations and struggles, her

family's support, particularly from their uncle Leonardo, and the increasing

distance between them. Cándida is not keen on taking the cat due to her own

household limitations.

As this interaction unfolds, Maite feels a mix of obligation and frustration,

leading her to consider her own needs and the futility of seeking help from

an irresponsible young woman. Not wanting to keep the cat, she offers to

leave it with Cándida, but is met with resistance. The chapter ends with a

weary Maite contemplating her next steps, feeling burdened by both the cat

and the unresolved situation with Leonora, while the ominous weather

looms overhead, reflecting her own tumultuous thoughts.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of recognizing one's own limits and needs

amid obligations to others

Critical Interpretation: In the chaos of life, it is easy to prioritize the

demands of others over your own well-being, but Chapter 5 teaches

you that acknowledging your own limits is crucial. Like Maite, who

grapples with her sense of duty toward Leonora while feeling

overwhelmed by her own struggles, you too can find inspiration in the

realization that it is not only acceptable but necessary to take a step

back when your own needs are being neglected. This balance, between

helping others and caring for yourself, can lead to a healthier and more

fulfilling life, empowering you to make decisions that reflect your

own values and well-being.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

In Chapter 6, Elvis receives an urgent call from his enigmatic mentor, El

 Mago, who instructs him to be ready for an assignment in fifteen minutes.

After a quick shower and donning his typical work attire—jeans, a leather

jacket, and a blue-and-tan shirt—Elvis joins El Mago in his car for a visit to

Konditori, a café. As they sit down, El Mago orders a black coffee, while

Elvis, trying to emulate him, mimics the choice but requests a slice of black

forest cake. Their banter showcases Elvis's ambivalence toward the strict

dietary discipline El Mago embodies, a reflection of El Mago's strict

upbringing, often likened to military precision.

Elvis, who has been grappling with anxiety regarding their future as part of

the Hawks—an organization feeling the strain of internal turmoil—curiously

inquires about fellow member El Gazpacho's well-being, suspecting that

their routine activities are at risk. El Mago reveals that there’s a new

assignment involving a missing art student, Leonora Trejo. He directs Elvis

to her apartment to retrieve her lost camera and photos, emphasizing the

importance of completing the mission without harming her. The gravity of

this task underscores El Mago's expectation of efficiency and discretion

during politically charged times, hinting at implied dangers surrounding

their work.

In a surprising twist, El Mago introduces a secondary character: a Jesuit
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priest named Father Villareal, linked to a group promoting liberation

theology. El Mago describes the priest as a potential source of intel

regarding Leonora’s whereabouts, suggesting that Elvis may need to

intimidate him for answers. Elvis is hesitant to resort to violence against a

priest, reflecting his internal conflict between loyalty to El Mago and moral

principles instilled in him.

The chapter crescendos as El Mago warns Elvis of the stakes involved,

highlighting the seriousness of their operation amid political unrest. He

reinforces the importance of loyalty and the urgency of the mission,

culminating in the revelation that El Gazpacho has been expelled from the

unit, emphasizing the volatility of their situation.

Overall, this chapter delves into themes of loyalty, the weight of expectation,

moral conflict, and the precarious nature of their clandestine activities

against a backdrop of sociopolitical tension, all while exploring the complex

mentorship between Elvis and El Mago. The atmosphere is charged with

uncertainty, as Elvis confronts the choices that will define both his

allegiance and his character in the evolving narrative.

Element Summary

Characters Elvis, El Mago, Father Villareal, El Gazpacho

Setting Konditori café
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Element Summary

Inciting
Incident Elvis receives a call from El Mago for an urgent assignment.

Task Retrieve missing art student Leonora Trejo's camera and photos from her
apartment.

Themes Loyalty, moral conflict, expectation, political tension.

Internal
Conflict Elvis is torn between loyalty to El Mago and his moral principles.

New
Character Father Villareal, a Jesuit priest involved in liberation theology.

Plot Twist El Mago suggests Elvis may need to intimidate Father Villareal.

Climax El Mago warns Elvis of the stakes, revealing El Gazpacho's expulsion
from the unit.

Conclusion The chapter explores the mentorship dynamics between Elvis and El
Mago amidst sociopolitical unrest.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The struggle between loyalty and personal morals

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you are faced with the profound

challenge of balancing loyalty to a mentor against your own moral

compass. This struggle serves as a powerful reminder that in life, you

will often encounter situations where you must decide between

following authority and adhering to your own principles. It inspires

you to reflect on your convictions and the ethical dilemmas that might

arise in your own journey, urging you to embrace integrity even when

the path of loyalty seems easier. By recognizing and confronting these

conflicts, you affirm your character and define what truly matters to

you.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

In Chapter 7, Maite visits a local printer's shop with the hope of finding

 Leonora, who owes her money. Maite feels a growing sense of desperation,

compounded by her financial troubles. Public transportation has become

unbearable for her, as she has faced unwelcome advances while commuting.

Unfortunately, her car is stuck in the mechanic’s shop because she can't

settle her bill, forcing her to consider reaching out for help.

Upon entering the shop, Maite finds Rubén, a young employee, and an older

man who appears to oversee the operation. She inquires about Leonora but

discovers that no one has seen her since she left for a night out days earlier.

Rubén expresses concern for her well-being and offers to investigate through

an art collective Leonora is involved with called Asterisk. Despite Rubén's

seemingly benign intentions, Maite is apprehensive about his hippie persona,

shaped largely by her workplace's negative stereotypes about such

individuals.

As Maite reflects on her difficult financial situation on the bus ride home,

she considers contacting Emilio, an ex-boyfriend. Although anxious about

potential phone interactions with an attractive man, she is willing to reach

out for assistance. However, it becomes clear that contacting her mother will

be necessary to ask for a small loan.
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Once home, Maite awkwardly communicates with her mother, who criticizes

her for her vehicle choice and financial management. The conversation

devolves into a comparison with Maite's married sister, further intensifying

her sense of inadequacy and frustration. Maite ultimately ends the call and

retreats to her apartment, where her companion parakeet, which she

envisions training to speak, remains silent, mirroring her feelings of

loneliness.

Seeking solace, Maite indulges in music and comics, fantasizing about an

idealized life filled with romance and adventure. Her thoughts drift to an

imaginary escape to Cuba, a dream that has repeatedly been sidelined by

practical financial woes. Confronted with her reality, she feels trapped

between her desires and the harshness of everyday life, leaving her longing

for a break from her struggles. The chapter concludes with an evocative

image of her yearning for a vibrant, escapist life, yet feeling weighed down

by mundane obstacles.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The struggle for financial independence and personal

fulfillment

Critical Interpretation: This chapter highlights the intense struggle

Maite faces between her dreams and her harsh reality, reminding us

that while we chase our aspirations, life often presents overwhelming

obstacles. This resonates deeply in our own lives, as we may often feel

trapped by financial limitations or societal pressures. Maite's

willingness to reach out for help, despite her insecurities, inspires us to

confront our own struggles rather than retreating into isolation. It

serves as a powerful reminder that vulnerability can lead to

connection, and that asking for help is not a sign of weakness, but a

stepping stone toward achieving our personal goals and breaking free

from the weight of everyday burdens.
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Chapter 8: 

In Chapter 8, Elvis and the Antelope decide to search a girl’s apartment for

 clues related to their mission. El Güero is left behind in the car due to his

noticeable stature, which could jeopardize their stealth approach. As Elvis

and the Antelope enter the building, they hurry to the girl’s apartment, where

Elvis efficiently picks the lock and searches for any signs of the girl or the

camera they’re after. Despite their urgency, the search yields little of

value—just a few mundane items and a cat that has been fed, hinting

someone is caring for it.

The Antelope, known for his incessant chatter and wild ideas, expresses

boredom with their assignment, longing for more dangerous tasks, like using

guns. Elvis dismisses his claims about mobsters hiding in the area as mere

fabrications from his junkie acquaintances. Their banter reflects a blend of

camaraderie and frustration with their mundane tasks.

After their lackluster search, the trio takes a break at a taco stand. The

Antelope rambles on about conspiracies, including outlandish theories

involving the CIA and famed figures like Marilyn Monroe and President

Kennedy. Elvis tunes him out, preferring to distract himself with memories

of his friend El Gazpacho, who has mysteriously disappeared. He ponders

visiting a church to light a candle for El Gazpacho, reflecting on their

friendship and the shared trivialities that indicated a stronger bond.
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Later, they keep watch outside a priest’s apartment, waiting for clues about

the girl, Leonora. At 11 PM, as the lights dim, they break into the priest’s

home for interrogation. Their entry startles Father Villareal, who, in a panic,

grabs a razor from the bathroom. In an unexpected turn, El Güero subdues

him with brute force, allowing Elvis to take command of the situation. 

As Elvis questions the priest, he learns that Leonora sought spiritual

guidance concerning sensitive political information she had uncovered,

which might implicate President Echeverría. The priest reveals she feared

repercussions for herself and her friends, suggesting she might have gone to

stay with a politically active acquaintance named Jacqueline, known for her

fierce advocacy and armed demeanor. Despite the priest's attempts to

distance himself from the situation, Elvis's persistence leads to violent

coercion when the priest remains uncooperative.

Elvis uses intimidation and physical force, reflecting the moral ambiguity of

their mission. The chapter culminates in a brutal interrogation that hints at

the darker themes of power, control, and the consequences of crossing paths

with unstable political currents. As the priest is left bloodied, the narrative

highlights Elvis’s internal struggle with the violent acts they commit,

juxtaposing it against moments of reflection on friendship and loyalty amidst

chaos. In the end, the lingering smell of blood serves as a reminder of their

grim reality and the heavy toll of their mission.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

In this chapter, Maite reflects on her life in her newly furnished apartment,

 where her dreams of hosting lively parties remain unfulfilled. Her

relationship with her mother is strained because of critical visits, which

make Maite shy away from inviting her over. Meanwhile, her romantic life

is nonexistent, with her last experience involving a dismissive man who

ridiculed her passion for collecting English records. This encounter

highlights Maite’s appreciation for subtlety and artistry over mainstream

entertainment, contrasting with the unromantic nature of her interactions.

When Rubén arrives—dressed casually but still lacking the charm she

associates with romantic leads—Maite isn’t inclined to welcome him into

her home. Their conversation quickly turns serious as Rubén expresses

concern about their mutual friend Leonora, who has gone missing. He tells

Maite that Leonora had hinted at having information related to a group

known as the Hawks, a violent faction supposedly sanctioned by the

government to suppress dissent. This revelation disturbs Maite, prompting

her to consider the political climate that has left many students in fear and

uncertainty.

Rubén's frustration about Maite's ignorance of current events surfaces, as he

explains the Hawks' connection to recent government brutality. Maite's

skepticism about the existence of this group and her nonchalance—attributed
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to her busy work life—clash with Rubén’s fervent activism. The

conversation reveals Rubén's background as a political cartoonist and former

student activist, and an underlying tension between Maite’s apathy and his

passion highlights the risks that come with engagement in such turbulent

matters. 

As they discuss Leonora’s disappearance, Maite's memory of Emilio

Lomelí, Leonora’s ex-boyfriend, resurfaces: he had recently looked for her

camera at Maite’s apartment. This connection makes Rubén suspicious,

leading him to suggest that Emilio may know more about Leonora's fate than

he admits. Despite her reservations about engaging with Emilio due to past

relations, Maite feels a sense of obligation to find out what happened to

Leonora.

Through their conversation, Maite's inner conflict arises—she balances her

curiosity about Emilio with a reluctance to get involved in potentially

dangerous matters. Rubén’s insistence on exploring the truth motivates her

to consider reaching out to Emilio, and they make a tentative plan for Rubén

to check in with her later.

After parting ways with Rubén, Maite returns home, greeted not by the

excitement of adventure but by the banality of her upkeep. Yet, the anxiety

of what lies ahead compels her to draft a conversation for calling Emilio,

shaped by her thoughts as if they were scripted dialogues from her beloved
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comic books. She immerses herself in this fantasy, finding joy in her

cherished objects and the secrets they hold, leading to a realization that

Leonora's situation might spark a long-awaited escape from her mundane

existence. 

The chapter closes with Maite embracing her curiosity, unwittingly stepping

into a narrative fraught with stakes that resemble her comic fantasies, which

promise to unveil mystery and tension for her own life story.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

Chapter 10 Summary:

Elvis spends an anxious night on his couch, anticipating a call from his

volatile employer, El Mago. His mind fluctuates between dark thoughts

about a priest they’ve harmed and nostalgic memories of Cristina, a woman

whose delicate beauty haunts him. Regretting his choice to leave her behind,

he finds himself in a restless state, longing for the camaraderie he once

enjoyed with his friend El Gazpacho, who is now absent.

When the long-awaited phone call finally comes, El Mago instructs Elvis to

meet him in fifteen minutes. Elvis prepares quickly, armed with his trusty

screwdriver and lock-picking tools, opting for a minimalist approach that

makes him feel agile. The ominous tone of El Mago’s voice over the phone

hints at trouble ahead, and Elvis's nerves heighten.

The rain lightly falls as Elvis slips into El Mago's car, where the somber

atmosphere reflects their urgent conversation. El Mago, wary of phone taps,

prefers discussing matters in person. Their dialog reveals that Elvis has been

investigating a missing girl, Leonora, who is entangled with questionable

associates, including her politician boyfriend, Emilio Lomelí. El Mago

advises Elvis to steer clear of dealing with Emilio and his family, as they are

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


connected with the PRI, a powerful political party with vested interests. The

potential leads dwindling, Elvis mentions Asterisk, an art cooperative where

Leonora may have been heading, prompting El Mago to task him with

further investigation.

El Mago hands Elvis a file on Maite Jaramillo, a neighbor of Leonora's who

has been making inquiries about her. He is commanded to tail Maite, despite

Elvis's reservations about managing with limited manpower and his difficult

relationships with his two partners, El Güero and the Antelope. El Mago

compares his team to roosters in a cockfight, emphasizing that Elvis must

exert control or risk being undermined.

After dismissing Elvis to conduct his tasks, El Mago leaves him with a sharp

insult disguised as advice: “Try this word for the day: pawn.” This stings

Elvis, rekindling feelings of inadequacy stemming from his troubled past.

Determined but unsettled, Elvis heads out to follow Maite. After a coffee, he

stakes out her apartment building, observing the comings and goings of its

residents. As office workers and housewives filter out, he eventually takes

the risk of picking the lock to enter Maite’s home. Inside, he explores her

modest living space, noting personal items and a collection of books and

records that reveal her interests and character. 

A glance through a family photo album confirms her identity, and Elvis
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discreetly pockets a picture of her for identification. He spends the

remainder of his search in vain, uncovering no evidence to align Maite with

the communist activities El Mago suspects. Frustrated, he realizes that he

needs the help of his teammates to effectively keep track of her movements.

Exiting the apartment, he lights a cigarette, reflecting on the challenges that

lie ahead as he mentally prepares to follow through with El Mago’s

instructions and manage the dynamics with his reluctant associates.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In Chapter 11, Maite Jaramillo starts her workday earlier than usual, anxious

 to connect with Emilio Lomelí. Instead of speaking directly with him, she's

redirected to an answering service, unsettling her as she leaves her details for

him to potentially call back. As the day drags on, she chooses not to join her

colleagues for lunch out of fear of missing his call. She wrestles with

discomfort in the stifling office environment, filled with longing for her

broken car, which would offer her a reprieve from the crowded public

transport she dreads.

Her thoughts turn to her appearance—marked by worry lines and a smooth

neck—but before she can dwell too long on her insecurities, a stranger

interrupts her. Mateo Anaya, from the Dirección Federal de Seguridad

(DFS), presents himself, and Maite senses the gravity of his presence,

knowing the secret police’s reputation for intimidation. Anaya's interest lies

in a missing girl, Leonora, whom Maite knows only peripherally because she

takes care of Leonora's cat. However, Anaya’s probing questions soon reveal

her indirect connections to subversive elements, including Leonora and

Rubén Morales, prompting her to become increasingly anxious and evasive.

Despite Anaya's intimidating demeanor and pressure to divulge more

information, Maite firmly insists on her limited acquaintance with Leonora,

maintaining her facade even as he grips her wrist to emphasize the
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seriousness of her situation. Just then, the arrival of her colleagues provides

a timely distraction, forcing Anaya to leave. Left shaken, Maite escapes to

her café, where the distant sound of a romantic radio tune offers a

momentary escape from her turmoil.

After a collective afternoon of stress, Maite is greeted by an unexpected

phone call upon returning home. It’s Emilio Lomelí, following up on her

earlier message. Elated yet anxious, she finds herself yearning for a

connection, conscious of Anaya’s probing and the potential dangers

surrounding Leonora. The conversation resolves with an invitation to meet

the next day, igniting a flicker of hope amid her mounting worries. As she

hangs up, Maite becomes acutely aware of her own conflicting emotions,

holding tightly to the telephone, still reeling from the earlier confrontation

and the exciting possibility of meeting Emilio.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapter 12, two characters, El Güero and the Antelope, are reluctantly

 assigned to tail a woman related to a missing set of photos desired by their

boss, El Mago. Their initial complaint reveals their preference for more

violent work, and they dread the monotony of surveillance. Elvis, the

protagonist, is tasked with coordinating their shifts while he takes care of his

own business.

Elvis then takes a cab to Café La Habana, a bustling spot frequented by

journalists and leftist intellectuals. The atmosphere is charged with political

whispers concerning figures like Allende and José Revueltas, but beneath

the lively facade is an undercurrent of fear stemming from recent political

turmoil. As Elvis observes the café, he notes the watchful eyes of agents

surveilling its patrons, hinting at the interplay between public life and hidden

dangers.

Inside, he finds Justo, an informant connected to El Mago, who quickly

establishes a transactional relationship, emphasizing that help comes with a

price. Their conversation turns to Asterisk, a politically charged group led by

Jacqueline, revealing she is flirting with more radical actions and

connections to potential Russian agents. Justo's insights into the group hint

at a clash of ideologies among young artistic revolutionaries grappling with

their beliefs.
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The chapter deepens with Justo's warnings about Anaya, a member of the

secret police, who is rumored to threaten El Mago's safety. Justo represents a

faction within the intelligence community, known as DGIPS, showcasing the

rivalries among different branches of authority as well as the precariousness

of life in their world. This foreshadows Elvis's concerns about his future and

loyalty as tensions grow.

Elvis probes for information on Leonora, an art student affiliated with

Asterisk, revealing her complex relationships within the group and her

connection to Jacqueline. This inquiry is framed against the stark contrast of

their political ambitions and personal struggles, giving depth to their

characters. 

After gaining the address for Asterisk, Elvis contemplates his place in this

chaotic political landscape while pondering his future. He reflects on his past

relationship with Cristina, an ex-girlfriend from a cult he once joined,

illustrating his longing for personal connection amidst his turbulent life of

surveillance and subterfuge. 

The chapter concludes with Elvis feeling isolated in his apartment, battling

the noise of his surroundings and his thoughts about El Gazpacho, his

missing friend. As he turns to his music for solace, he contemplates the

shared human experience that connects everyone—an echo of the
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doppelgängers El Mago had described—reminding him that while he may

feel alone, others might be experiencing similar moments elsewhere.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

In this chapter, Maite grapples with her feelings about an outfit she has

 chosen—a vibrant yellow print dress with a bow at the neck. While she

remembers the dress being perfect when she purchased it, she now sees it as

garish and too youthful. Despite her reservations and the fact that she rarely

has "special occasions" to wear it, she decides to finally don the dress for

lunch with Emilio Lomelí, a notable photographer. 

As she prepares, Maite reflects on her age and self-image, comparing herself

to snippets of conversations she overheard from younger colleagues at the

office. This contemplation is juxtaposed with a sense of urgency, as she’s

been pulled into the mystery surrounding her friend Leonora’s

disappearance, heightening her anticipation for the meeting with Emilio.

Maite navigates to Polanco, an affluent area known for its upscale shops and

restaurants, a stark contrast to her own working-class background. Upon

arriving at Emilio's home, she is awed by its opulent interior filled with

modern furniture and Emilio’s artistic photographs, which capture body

parts in a striking and anonymous style. Despite feeling out of place, Maite

is conscious of her attraction to Emilio, who exudes charm and confidence.

During their lunch of cold cuts and cheeses, Maite reveals her concerns

about Leonora, who has gone missing, likely connected to a camera
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containing potentially compromising photographs of a group known as the

Hawks. Emilio shares his own worries about Leonora’s naivety in dealing

with dangerous people, particularly a radical activist named Jackie, whom

Leonora idolizes. He explains that Leonora's enthusiasm for change might

lead her into perilous situations—something he fears she does not fully

grasp.

Emilio expresses genuine concern for Leonora, and as their conversation

develops, a connection builds between him and Maite, despite his assertion

that his feelings for Leonora were never romantic. However, Maite is

mindful of her obligation to assist both Rubén—who asked her to help find

Leonora—and Emilio. This places her in a precarious position, hinting at

internal conflict.

As the exchange comes to an end, with Emilio needing to return to work,

Maite leaves feeling overwhelmed. She realizes she has committed herself to

aiding both men in their search for Leonora, heightening her sense of

responsibility and the complicated nature of her situation. As she walks

home, distracted by her thoughts, she is suddenly approached by a stranger

who touches her arm, adding an air of suspense to her already tumultuous

day.

Element Description
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Element Description

Character Maite

Outfit Vibrant yellow print dress with a bow at the neck

Initial Feelings Sees the dress as garish and too youthful despite past fondness

Occasion Lunch with Emilio Lomelí, a notable photographer

Maite's
Reflections

Contemplates age and self-image, influenced by younger colleagues'
conversations

Setting Polanco, an affluent area contrasted with her working-class
background

Emilio's Home Opulent interior with modern furniture and artistic photographs

Lunch Details Served cold cuts and cheeses; discussion on Leonora's
disappearance

Connection Builds between Maite and Emilio during their conversation

Concern for
Leonora

Maite and Emilio share worries about Leonora's naivety and
involvement with dangerous people

Maite's
Dilemma Feels obligated to assist both Rubén and Emilio in finding Leonora

End of
Chapter

Maite leaves feeling overwhelmed and is approached by a stranger,
adding suspense
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

In Chapter 14, the tension mounts as Elvis joins El Güero, who is on watch

 duty outside a building where they suspect something illicit is occurring.

They are tailing a woman named Maite Jaramillo, who, unbeknownst to

them, is intricately involved in a network that could pose dangers to their

mission. Their banter reveals a strained camaraderie, rooted in both their

shared objectives and personal clashes. 

Elvis, while bemused by his partner's dismissive tone, notices Maite's

significance through a symbolic reflection on the fairy tale of Bluebeard's

wife, drawing eerie parallels between the two women. As they observe her,

he mentally archives her tastes in literature, revealing insights into her

character. 

When Maite is approached by a young man, the duo instinctively follows

her, leading them to a new location—the Asterisk Gallery, a meeting point

for student activists. As El Güero drives away, Elvis embraces the challenge

of infiltrating the space, dressed as an unassuming young adult, equipped

with a pretense and a few harmless items. The gallery itself is painted as a

smoky, eclectic space filled with art and a disaffected crowd, perhaps

mirroring the complex emotions and motivations at play in the

socio-political atmosphere of the time.
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Once inside, Elvis engages in casual flirtation with a girl named Concha,

who reveals critical secrets about Leonora, a mutual acquaintance and a

presumed mole within their circle. The discourse unveils Leonora as a figure

caught in a web of personal drama and political suspicion, estranged from

her own community. Elvis’s interest in her situation highlights his growing

entanglement in this world of shifting loyalties.

Just as his inquiry deepens, their surroundings come crashing down when a

wounded Jesuit priest—a man he and El Güero had clashed with

earlier—exposes him. In a shocking moment, the tension culminates in Elvis

being assaulted, pinned against a wall, and threatened with a knife. This

abrupt escalation not only propels Elvis into a flight for survival but also

serves as a harrowing reminder of the stakes involved in their surveillance

and the labyrinthine conflicts within their social landscape, leaving the

chapter on a cliffhanger.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

In this chapter, Maite is initially startled when Rubén approaches her

 unexpectedly. She had forgotten about their lunch plans amidst her concerns

about Emilio and her absent friend Leonora. After a brief, awkward

conversation, they decide to grab a bite to eat at a humble lonchería, a stark

contrast to the upscale places Maite fantasizes about visiting. As they eat,

Rubén inquires about her meeting with Emilio. Maite reveals that Emilio

seems genuinely worried about Leonora, who might be in trouble and

intended to meet a journalist named Lara. 

This meeting raises alarm for Maite, especially when Rubén mentions that

someone from the Dirección Federal de Seguridad (DFS) is looking into

their circumstances, labeling Rubén as a "subversive element." Maite

expresses her worry about Rubén's safety, but he reassures her that the

government often mislabels individuals simply for their beliefs or actions,

such as attending protests. Despite her reservations, the conversation reveals

Rubén’s ties to activism and potential danger.

Subsequently, they head to meet Jackie, who works in an art gallery and is

involved with the political cause that Rubén is part of. The gallery is hosting

a lively party, and Maite feels out of place among the young and hip crowd.

Once they locate Jackie and her associates, tensions rise as they discuss

Leonora's disappearance and the implications of the DFS's interest in her.
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Jackie insists that they may need to take precautions, especially if Leonora

was involved with sensitive information regarding photographs that could

endanger them all.

As the conversation unfolds, accusations fly regarding trust issues within

their group, particularly towards Leonora, hinting that she may not be as

loyal as they assumed. Ultimately, it is revealed that Casimiro, one of their

comrades, had been beaten by someone potentially connected to the DFS,

leading Robin to quickly make plans to borrow a gun from Jackie as he

prepares to locate Leonora and the missing pictures. The chapter ends on a

note of urgency as Rubén hastily pulls Maite away from the gallery,

indicating their dwindling time for safety and action—a gripping

culmination of heightened tensions and the looming threat they face from the

authorities. 

Throughout the chapter, Maite grapples with her growing concern for Rubén

and the risks they both face while being unknowingly drawn into a political

struggle far more complex and dangerous than her daily life in the city of her

dreams. This exploration of loyalty, danger, and the shadows of ideological

conflict serves to deepen the narrative, illustrating the bonds that can form

even in adverse circumstances.
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Chapter 16: 

In Chapter 16, Elvis finds himself in a precarious situation after being

 ambushed by a group of young men, one of whom threatens him with a

knife. Realizing the odds are against him—four against one—with a knife

pressed to his neck, he allows himself to be taken to a storage room. The

room is dimly lit, filled with boxes, and devoid of windows. While one of

the captors fumbles to tie him to a chair, the man with the knife, later

identified as Arkady, takes inventory of Elvis's belongings.

As Arkady interrogates him, asking about his affiliations, Elvis tries to

maintain his composure. He realizes that Arkady is aware of his past, having

recognized the amateurish methods Elvis used in a previous altercation.

Their exchange reveals that Arkady is not just a simple thug; he is likely

linked to Russian intelligence, hinting at the presence of KGB operatives in

the area.

The atmosphere grows tense as Arkady threatens Elvis, and the interrogation

turns physical. Despite the pain from Arkady’s blows with a newspaper,

Elvis tries to mentally detach from the agony, recalling Maite, a woman he

was trying to help locate. Finally, under pressure, he fabricates answers,

claiming to work for Anaya, a name that seems to interest Arkady.

After the beating, Elvis manages to free himself from the poorly tied knots.
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He suits up quickly, taking a moment to examine the storage room, where he

discovers politically charged flyers advocating for struggle and unity. After

escaping, he confronts one of his captors in a moment of vengeance before

bolting into the streets.

Overwhelmed and in pain, Elvis recognizes his shortcomings compared to

fellow operatives, worrying about how he will face his colleagues after this

experience. He contacts El Mago, their mentor, requesting an urgent

meeting, and provides him with a summary of the events, including the

Russian's involvement and the complications arising from Anaya.

El Mago listens intently as Elvis describes his encounters, revealing that

there are other forces at play regarding their mutual interest in Maite. He

expresses concern over Elvis's safety and emphasizes the need for careful

intelligence gathering—especially regarding Asterisk, a group that now

appears to be intertwined with espionage.

El Mago provides Elvis with files related to potential leads but reminds him

to proceed cautiously. As Elvis absorbs the luxurious surroundings of El

Mago’s home, he reflects on his own turbulent life, filled with crime and

desperation for stability. Following their meeting, he braves the drizzling

rain, contemplating the uncertain path ahead. The chapter closes with Elvis

feeling both the weight of his mission and the longing for a life far removed

from danger.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

In Chapter 17, Maite finds herself reluctantly embarking on a mission to

 seek out Lara’s address through Emilio. Despite feeling that dropping by

unannounced is impolite, the urgency of the situation—a gun in a brown

paper bag sitting in the car—compels her forward. She is both frightened

and exhilarated by the circumstances, drawing a parallel between her current

life and the vivid worlds of comic books.

Upon arriving at Emilio’s antique shop, “Lomelí Antiques,” Maite is struck

by its charm and cramped displays. Here, she encounters a skeptical young

woman who, despite her casual attitude, ultimately connects Maite with

Emilio. He greets her warmly, revealing a more relaxed side compared to his

typical persona. Emilio shares that the shop, inherited from his father, isn’t

his passion; he had once dreamed of pursuing photography and art galleries,

but life led him elsewhere.

Maite conveys her purpose for visiting: she seeks Lara's address, hoping that

Lara might provide clues about Leonora’s whereabouts. Emilio provides the

information, expressing a casual familiarity while also inviting her to visit

again, which Maite finds appealing. His warmth and charm stand in stark

contrast to the disappointing men she’s encountered in her past.

After leaving the shop, Maite and Rubén discuss their plans to head to
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Cuernavaca soon. At home, Maite attends to Leonora’s cat, pondering what

might have happened to Leonora—what if she simply decided to escape to a

friend’s place, or worse? They sift through the contents of the box Leonora

left behind, revealing nothing of significance, while Maite tries to distract

herself with music and the scent of her stolen perfume—a remnant from her

mother.

As they share coffee, Maite and Rubén engage in intimate conversation,

uncovering their shared history of heartbreak and longing for lost loves.

Rubén reveals the softness of his feelings for Leonora, despite her betrayal,

and Maite opens up about her own painful past, hinting at her lingering

desires and resentment towards those who have hurt her.

When Rubén suggests staying over because of concern for safety following a

friend's attack, Maite is caught off guard but ultimately accommodates him.

His presence intertwines further complexities into her lonely life. As she

retreats to her atelier, surrounded by the echoes of music and memories of

the characters from her comic books, she reflects on the real-life drama

unfolding around her—Emilio, the attractive near-hero, Leonora, the

enchanting yet contradictory woman, and Rubén, a companion now shaded

with vulnerability. She grapples internally with feelings of invisibility in her

own narrative, echoing the themes of longing and unfulfilled dreams that

dominate her reflections.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 

In Chapter 18, Maite and Rubén embark on a journey to Cuernavaca, a trip

 inspired by their concern for their missing friend, Leonora. Despite the

cloudy weather, the mood is subdued, with Maite feeling conflicted about

her place in the car with Rubén, a relatively unknown figure in her life. She

reflects on her own struggles with life, including financial woes and a

troubling family dynamic, questioning her involvement with political

activists who are under surveillance.

As they drive, a tentative conversation unfolds between them. Maite

attempts to bridge the gap through friendly banter, but Rubén quickly

trivializes her interest in her comic book, "Secret Romance." This response

irritates her but also deepens her internal conflict regarding her identity and

worth, particularly as she grapples with the notion of beauty as a form of

social currency.

Upon arrival at the home of Jessica Laramie, a journalist known as Lara,

their casual inquiries rapidly shift to urgency as they express concern for

Leonora, highlighting her mysterious disappearance. Jessica, with a poised

demeanor and a mix of charm and skepticism, offers them limited

information, noting Leonora’s fear in discussing her story about political

activism and potential government conspiracies. It is clear that Leonora was

nervous and possibly hiding vital evidence related to her claims about
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government complicity in violence against activists.

Jessica reveals that Leonora had intended to provide photographic evidence

that implicated government forces in brutal attacks on students during a

recent political upheaval. With growing anxiety, Maite and Rubén press for

knowledge regarding Leonora’s last interactions with Jessica. However, their

inquiries yield little hope. Jessica mentions seeing a young man with glasses

and a bandana drive Leonora away, pointing toward a member of their

activist group, Sócrates, as a potential lead.

The chapter concludes with Rubén and Maite determined to confront

Sócrates about his involvement and lack of communication regarding

Leonora. As they drive back toward Mexico City, Maite's mind races with

concern, propelled by the urgency of their mission to uncover the truth about

their friend’s disappearance. The connections between fear, loyalty, and the

consequences of political activism in their lives start to unravel, setting the

stage for further complications ahead.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

### Chapter 19 Summary

Elvis returns to their apartment to find El Güero raiding the kitchen for

snacks. Spotting blood on Elvis's shirt, El Güero makes light of his situation,

prompting Elvis to reflect on the unfortunate luck that brought him here.

Despite the playful banter, there’s tension between them, as their

relationship lacks genuine friendship. Following the directives of their boss,

El Mago, Elvis prepares for an early morning mission and contemplates the

tasks ahead.

As he relaxes in a hot shower, Elvis begins to mentally process the chaos of

his life, acknowledging his entanglement in dangerous work under El Mago.

After the shower, he checks his appearance in the mirror, grateful for the few

injuries that were left minimal after his last confrontation. Elvis browses

through a file on Emilio Lomelí, whose address he recognizes as related to a

woman—possibly linked to their current investigation. Elvis is intrigued but

notes his clean record; nonetheless, he turns his focus to Sócrates, a radical

with a history of run-ins with authorities, whose connections might reveal

more about the missing girl they are seeking.

With the word "necrology" echoing in his mind, signifying death and loss,
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Elvis prepares for the next day’s tasks, questioning the potential

whereabouts of Leonora, a crucial figure linked to the missing girl. He takes

a moment to consider Maite, the woman whose apartment he had once been

in, even daydreaming about perhaps asking her out once things settle.

The next day, Elvis and El Güero tail Sócrates, leading to a confrontation in

a coffee shop. Elvis uses intimidation, threatening him with a knife and

demands to know where Leonora is. As Elvis digs deeper, Sócrates claims

ignorance, but under threat of violence, he reveals his connections with

Anaya, a figure tied to the regime and known for extracting information

from potential informants.

They press Sócrates for information about Leonora, which leads to

revelations about her past interactions and connections to a journalist,

revealing that she had attempted to hide. Elvis recognizes the mounting

tension between saving Leonora and dealing with the harsh realities of their

situation. Sócrates’s conflicting roles—a friend trying to protect Leonora

while also informing on radicals—pushes Elvis into a moral quandary.

As they continue their interrogation, Elvis realizes that Sócrates, despite

being an informant, might have been acting out of a desire to protect

Leonora. However, time is of the essence, and using subtle threats, Elvis

extracts from Sócrates the details of an ad he intends to place in the

newspaper to signal safety to Leonora. This plan could either lead them to
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her or drive her further into hiding.

After parting ways with Sócrates, Elvis contemplates his next steps, drafting

a plan of action to ensure both the placement of the ad and the surveillance

of different locations where Leonora might show up. He acknowledges the

complexities of their situation and the need for effective strategizing; even as

rain falls on the city, the stakes remain high. As they conclude their

encounter, Elvis updates El Mago, maintaining an air of control despite the

turmoil surrounding him.

In summary, this chapter encapsulates the intertwining of personal ambition,

loyalty, and betrayal in a dangerous game, highlighting the moral gray areas

in the search for the missing girl while showcasing Elvis's struggle between

his tasks and a personal desire for connection.

Element Details

Character
Introduction

Elvis returns home to El Güero, who is in the kitchen. Tension exists
between the two despite their playful banter.

Conflict Elvis reflects on his unfortunate circumstances and dangerous work
for El Mago while preparing for a mission.

Self-Reflection Elvis processes his life situation under the shower, acknowledges his
injuries, and considers the implications of his work.

Investigation
Focus

Elvis studies a file on Emilio Lomelí but shifts focus to Sócrates, a
radical with vital connections to the case.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Element Details

Moral
Dilemma

Elvis grapples with his feelings for Maite and the urgency of locating
Leonora amidst a backdrop of death and chaos.

Confrontation Elvis and El Güero confront Sócrates at a coffee shop, using
intimidation to extract information about Leonora.

Revealed
Information

Elvis learns about Leonora’s past and her connections to a journalist,
emphasizing the consequences of their search.

Emotional
Conflict

Elvis recognizes Sócrates's conflicting loyalties in wanting to protect
Leonora while also being an informant.

Strategic
Planning

After interrogation, Elvis drafts a plan involving a newspaper ad to
signal safety for Leonora and strategizes next steps.

Conclusion
The chapter highlights the blend of personal ambition, loyalty, and
betrayal, as Elvis navigates moral challenges in his search for
Leonora.
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Chapter 20: 

In Chapter 20, Maite reflects on her unanticipated weekend outing with

 Rubén, a man searching for his ex-girlfriend, as they enjoy barbacoa tacos

on their way back from Cuernavaca. Though their time together lacks

genuine friendship, Maite imagines telling her friend Diana about her 'date,'

hoping for a moment of admiration since Diana often travels as part of a

group rather than alone.

Their lunch leads to frustration as Rubén attempts to visit his friend

Sócrates, but he is unavailable. The two discuss plans for a return visit, and

Maite cleverly considers fabricating an excuse to leave work early to

accommodate Rubén’s plan. Despite her reservations about being alone with

him, she allows him to stay over, thinking about how it could be just like

having a friend around for dinner.

As they drive to Rubén’s guesthouse, Maite is self-conscious about her

appearance while Rubén interacts with other guests who regard her with

confusion. Inside his modest room, Maite observes Rubén’s humble living

situation and ponders whether his ex-girlfriend Leonora had ever been there.

Their conversation drifts towards topics of his home in Guerrero, a region

known for its revolutionary history. Rubén expresses admiration for local

guerrilla figures like Genaro Vázquez Rojas, hinting at his own political

leanings.
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Despite her skepticism about the practicality of revolutionary ideals, Rubén

passionately argues that taking a stand is preferable to inaction. Their

discussion reveals differences in their perspectives—Rubén's yearning for

involvement contrasts with Maite’s desire for a stable and secure life. Their

philosophies clash as Maite becomes increasingly frustrated with Rubén’s

dismissive comments about her reading preferences, feeling judged for her

taste in romantic novels.

The tension escalates as Maite puts on music in her atelier, reluctantly

displaying her extensive record collection to Rubén. Their interactions

oscillate between friendly banter and discomfort; she feels the weight of his

expectation as he expresses interest in her music and lifestyle.

While Rubén steps outside for a cigarette, Maite contemplates their

situation, realizing she feels both drawn to and annoyed by him. As she

observes him from her window, it's evident he is lost in thought about his

past with Leonora, a reminder of the complexities and emotional turmoil

both characters are harboring. This chapter underscores the thematic

contrasts of romance versus political ideals, showcasing how profoundly

their experiences shape their identities and values.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 

In Chapter 21, Elvis finds himself in a restless state as he waits to meet Justo

 at La Habana. To kill time, he follows Maite, a woman he's become

fascinated with, but he loses her trail amidst the chaos of the city. His

hopeless pursuit reflects his growing anxiety and fatigue, compounded by

physical pain from a recent beating. Elvis struggles with self-doubt about his

abilities as a lookout, questioning if he can measure up to El Gazpacho, a

fellow Hawk. 

While waiting in his car, Elvis reflects on moments with Cristina, a woman

from his past who was more aligned with his romantic ideals, contrasting her

with Maite, who intrigues him in different ways. Despite his interest, he

recognizes the inherent loneliness he carries, a theme echoed throughout his

experiences and relationships.

Later, he meets Justo, who unexpectedly informs him that El Gazpacho has

been found dead in a ditch, strangled—contradicting Elvis's memory of the

last encounter when he transported El Gazpacho to a doctor. This shocking

revelation sends Elvis into a spiral of anxiety and anger as he grapples with

the implications of his friend's death and the possibility of betrayal. Justo

warns him that the Hawks are in disarray, hinting that El Mago, their leader,

might be behind El Gazpacho’s demise, which adds to Elvis's mounting

paranoia. He recalls the deep sense of camaraderie he had with El Gazpacho,
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underscoring the emotional weight of the loss.

As they converse, Justo brazenly suggests Elvis should distance himself

from El Mago, calling into question the safety of remaining in his inner

circle. Justo also alerts Elvis to a potential threat: a man in the café who

looks like trouble. Elvis, feeling cornered and exposed, decides to make a

hasty exit out the back of the café, driven by a mixture of fear and the

instinct for survival.

Through this tension-filled chapter, readers experience Elvis's internal

conflict, the fragility of loyalty among the Hawks, and the brutal realities of

their world, encapsulated in the sudden loss of a friend and the omnipresent

specter of danger.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

In Chapter 22, Maite arrives at work just as the week begins, excitedly

 sharing with her colleague Diana that she spent the weekend with a new

suitor named Rubén. As they chat, Maite enjoys the thrill of her fabricated

story, which temporarily lifts her spirits. However, her day is soon strained

by unwelcome phone calls, particularly from her mother, who reminds her of

their financial struggles. Maite feels trapped, forced to rely on her mother for

support whenever she needs a guarantor. 

By midday, Maite feigns illness to leave work early, hoping to escape the

office routine and ride in Rubén’s car instead of taking the crowded bus.

Rubén arrives and immediately expresses his disdain for political figures

who blindly support the current president, highlighting his own frustrations

with the state of their country. He hints that their recent meetings may

become too dangerous, but Maite is unsure how to process this, not fully

understanding the depth of the political turmoil surrounding them.

Upon reaching the apartment of Rubén’s friend, Sócrates, they are met with

a gruesome discovery: Sócrates is dead, bound and with burn marks on his

body. Rubén, terrified of the implications of involving the police, insists

they leave instead of reporting the crime. Maite is horrified but feels

powerless against Rubén’s fears of being implicated due to his past run-ins

with law enforcement.
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Back at Maite's apartment, tensions mount. In a moment of desperation and

frustration, Maite lashes out at Rubén, leading to an unexpected physical

encounter that transforms into an intense and heated moment of passion. The

act is charged with their shared anger and fear, resulting in a tumultuous

connection that blurs the lines between emotions and instincts.

Afterward, as they lie together, Maite finds herself reflecting on their

circumstances and the chaotic world around them. She worries about the

safety of their friend Leonora, who Rubén believes is in danger after

Sócrates’ death. They argue over notifying Emilio, a trusted friend, about

Leonora’s situation. Rubén dismisses the idea, expressing distrust in their

existing connections and the political environment.

The chapter delves into themes of fear, intimacy, and the complexities of

human relationships in the face of danger. It portrays Maite’s internal

struggles, balancing her desires and fears, while shedding light on the

political unrest enveloping their lives. The chapter ends with a complex

blend of hope and despair, leaving Maite yearning for clarity in her chaotic

reality.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 23 Summary: 

In Chapter 23, the narrative unfolds on a tense Monday morning at eight

 a.m. Elvis and his companion, the Antelope, arrive at Sócrates’s building.

Elvis is grappling with a restless night of sleep, haunted by the possibility

that El Gazpacho, a significant figure in their world, is indeed dead. Though

he’s in denial at first, the truth gradually sinks in. He fears he may never

know if El Mago, a powerful and enigmatic character, was involved in El

Gazpacho's demise.

As Elvis struggles with these ominous thoughts, the Antelope naps in the

car, chewing bubble gum, while Elvis tries unsuccessfully to work on a

crossword puzzle. Their surveillance takes a turn when they spot Maite, a

woman they have been tracking, rapidly leaving with a man, presumed to be

a student due to his appearance. Suspicious of their hurried exit, Elvis

decides to follow them, but they only return to Maite's apartment, where

they meet El Güero, another ally, who has been keeping watch.

After realizing nothing is happening and feeling hungry, El Güero suggests

they grab a bite before returning. Elvis agrees and they head to a nearby park

filled with food stalls, where they find a vendor selling barbacoa. As they

enjoy their meal, the atmosphere shifts when Elvis spots a group of four men

in suits across the way, which raises alarm bells; these are not ordinary

civilians.
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Elvis discreetly alerts El Güero, who recognizes one of the men as possibly

associated with the DFS, a sinister government agency known for its ruthless

tactics. Just as they contemplate their next move, the men start closing in,

prompting a quick retreat. In a heart-pounding chase through narrow alleys

and crowded streets, they attempt to evade capture but are soon confronted

by the agents.

What ensues is a brutal confrontation. Despite their valiant efforts to fend off

the attackers—with Elvis wielding a wooden plank and El Güero using a

pocketknife—their situation quickly deteriorates. El Güero suffers severe

injuries, and as the agents appear ready to take them down, one of them,

Mateo Anaya, identifies himself, revealing his affiliation with the DFS and

demanding answers regarding his colleague, whom Elvis supposedly

interrogated.

Elvis maintains that they did not kill the man, who was a informant for the

DFS and had claimed he could facilitate contact with a girl named Leonora.

Anaya’s menacing demeanor indicates that time is running out for them.

While they initially plead ignorance, desperation drives them to flee into a

nearby laundry, with the agents in hot pursuit. A narrow escape ensues,

resulting in Elvis and El Güero escaping to the Antelope, who is clueless

about their harrowing ordeal.
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In the car, Elvis assesses El Güero's injuries and decides to take him to

Escamilla, a doctor with a dubious reputation but the only option available.

Their visit to the doctor's office reveals a chilling reality as the doctor warns

El Güero that without surgery, he risks losing an eye. Concerned for their

safety and distrustful of the doctor, Elvis becomes confrontational,

demanding answers about a past patient who mysteriously disappeared after

visiting the same office.

Realizing they need to lay low, Elvis insists that El Güero check himself into

a hospital while they regroup. The chapter concludes with the trio planning

their next move, with Elvis still uncertain about the fate of El Gazpacho and

whether they should contact El Mago. The tension builds as they prepare for

what lies ahead, knowing that both the DFS and unknown threats are closing

in on them.
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Chapter 24: 

In Chapter 24, Maite wrestles with her thoughts following a night spent with

 Rubén, the man she recently slept with amidst a tense and dangerous

situation. After waking from a brief nap, she reflects on her feelings of

anxiety regarding their precarious circumstances, particularly the possibility

of being linked to a dead man’s case. Unable to relax, she wanders into her

atelier, where she discreetly flips through her old comic books, avoiding

disturbing Rubén, who is still asleep.

Rubén soon joins her, his casual demeanor easing some of Maite's tension.

Recognizing their risk, he suggests they lay low for a while and that they

should venture out to eat, citing the safety of public spaces. As they prepare

to leave, Maite worries about her appearance in front of him, feeling

self-conscious about her body compared to the glamorous women she

imagines. Their conversation flows from apologies to more personal topics,

with Maite expressing curiosity about Rubén's past, particularly his activism

in protests, which led to his arrest—a consequence of speaking out against

political injustices in Mexico during a tumultuous time.

In a moment of levity, Rubén declares their relationship adventurous, and

they find themselves at a restaurant—where he shares his fondness for

milkshakes and burgers. As they settle in, Maite is suddenly reminded of

Rubén's lingering feelings for Leonora, creating an inner conflict about their
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connection. When she tentatively asks if he regrets their night together,

Rubén responds with warmth and honesty, dispelling her insecurities.

Their conversation takes an intriguing turn as Rubén suggests they spend

more time together, even hinting at teaching her self-defense skills, evoking

a sense of camaraderie and shared rebellion against a common threat. Maite

imagines herself in an adventurous, romanticized version of life as an

outlaw, influenced by her love for stories full of intrigue and danger.

As they continue to share a comfortable moment, Maite is drawn to a

mysterious man at a nearby table who locks eyes with her—an interaction

that stirs something within her. She responds by choosing a classic love song

from the jukebox, symbolizing her yearning for connection and romance.

The chapter encapsulates themes of identity, uncertainty, and the allure of

adventure as Maite navigates her complex feelings and the reality of her

situation with Rubén, creating a compelling portrayal of a woman seeking

solace and strength amidst chaos.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 25 Summary: 

In Chapter 25, Elvis and his companion, known as the Antelope, return to

 the apartment after a tense encounter involving El Gazpacho and the DFS

agents. Elvis takes precautions by collecting firearms and ammunition from

El Güero's hidden stash, preparing for the possibility of further conflict with

the heavily armed DFS agents. The Antelope, eager for action and revenge,

expresses his desire to confront their assailants for the injuries inflicted on El

Güero, who has been severely beaten. Despite the tension, Elvis keeps a

calm demeanor, though internally, he grapples with uncertainty regarding

their situation.

As they wait in their usual surveillance spot outside a woman’s apartment

building, Elvis retains a sense of detachment, observing normal life

unfolding around him. He reflects on his own lack of romantic experiences

and ponders the woman inside, who possesses an aura of tragedy and

intrigue. Elvis's thoughts drift to his own potential future if their violent

lifestyle and current assignments fall apart, highlighting his discomfort with

the cycle of violence that seems to be enveloping him.

After observing the woman and a man’s flirtation in a restaurant, Elvis

decides to reach out to El Mago, their contact who possesses more

knowledge about the situation with the DFS. When he finally gets in touch

with him, they discuss the dire state of their operations. Elvis updates him on
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recent events, including El Güero's injuries and the apparent lack of progress

in finding the girl they are searching for. El Mago reveals the larger context,

explaining that a turf war is brewing, with younger rival factions looking to

replace the Hawks, their group. This adds a layer of desperation to their

situation, as they must navigate not just physical threats but also shifting

power dynamics.

El Mago’s words are laced with cynicism, emphasizing the harsh truths

about their environment and the nature of their work. He urges Elvis to

secure something of value, whether it be information or leverage, to protect

themselves and possibly restore their standing against the encroaching

danger.

As the chapter closes, with rain providing a somber backdrop, Elvis steps

out of El Mago's car, clutching the leather messenger bag that holds both

weapons and the weight of violence. The looming dread of his association

with El Gazpacho’s fate weighs on him, even as he is distracted by thoughts

of the woman and what she represents in a world filled with chaos and

uncertainty.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 

In this chapter, the protagonist, Maite, finds herself in an unexpected state of

 happiness as she relishes a carefree morning spent in bed with Rubén, a man

whose raw desire contrasts sharply with the hollow relationships she's

experienced in the past. No longer burdened by work commitments or the

responsibilities of everyday life, she luxuriates in the warmth and intimacy

they share. 

As the day progresses, Rubén reveals his intense enthusiasm for physical

connection, and together they enjoy a spontaneous but unremarkable lunch

at a café. However, the atmosphere shifts dramatically when they return to

the apartment and stumble upon a broken statue of San Judas Tadeo, which

unexpectedly reveals two film canisters containing Leonora's photographs

hidden within. This sets off a flurry of excitement, as Rubén realizes the

potential significance of the film they thought was lost.

In a rush to develop the film, Rubén makes frantic phone calls to enlist a

photographer, displaying urgency that hints at the importance of the images.

Maite, still grappling with her past deceptions concerning the statue, feels a

wave of guilt wash over her, fearing Rubén might perceive her as dishonest.

Despite this, Rubén reassures her, focusing on their shared goal of getting

the films developed and possibly finding Leonora, an essential figure in their

lives.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Their playful banter carries a flirtatious edge, with both Maite and Rubén

dancing around their feelings in a comic, yet intimate manner. However, the

light-hearted mood quickly dissipates when they arrive at Asterisk, where

tensions rise with the presence of Emilio Lomelí, a character who holds a

contentious history with Rubén. Their animosity erupts into a physical

confrontation, likening their brutish exchange to wild animals fighting for

dominance.

Amidst the chaos, a group of armed men led by Anaya bursts into the office,

demanding guns and the elusive film. Maite's heart races as the situation

escalates, realizing the dire consequences that could arise if the film is

discovered. Fearing for her safety, she hesitates when ordered to open her

purse, which conceals the precious film canisters. But the violence escalates

further as another unexpected force intervenes, leading Rubén to make a

daring move that triggers an urgent escape.

In the ensuing scramble for safety, Maite finds herself whisked away by

Emilio, the alluring yet volatile figure from earlier, as they flee into the

street amidst the echoes of lively samba music from the window. This

chapter encapsulates a whirlwind of emotions—joy, urgency, and

panic—interwoven with themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the desperate

pursuit of truth in a treacherous environment.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 

### Chapter 27 Summary

Elvis finds himself back at Asterisk, feeling trapped in a repetitive cycle.

The situation takes a turn when he sees seven DFS agents, including Anaya,

enter the building where they suspect a valuable film is stored. Concerned

for the woman with the sad eyes and the potential fate of his friend El

Güero, Elvis decides they must act before the agents can seize the film.

Against the advise of his companion, the Antelope, Elvis retrieves his gun

and they prepare to confront the DFS men. As they move cautiously inside,

they engage in a quick but intense gunfight, taking out three agents before

chaos erupts in the office. The Antelope is shot, leaving Elvis feeling

desperate as he tries to save him, only to be targeted himself. Through a

series of narrow escapes and frantic actions, he ultimately defeats the

remaining threats—first Anaya, then a wounded Russian agent who

unexpectedly aids him in overcoming the larger fight with Anaya.

The moment of triumph is bittersweet. Elvis finds two dead agents and the

hippie, who is barely alive, but the film is nowhere to be seen. The injured

woman behind a desk urges him to call for help for the hippie, while Elvis

forms a shaky alliance with the Russian, both needing to find the missing
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film. They share an unsteady camaraderie, as both have been wounded and

are better off together than alone.

The Russian offers his dilapidated Volkswagen for their next move,

providing bandages for Elvis’s injured arm and an escape route. Despite the

tension and mistrust between them, they begin to set off in search of the

woman who might lead them to the film’s whereabouts, foreshadowing more

conflict and revelations to come. Feeling exhausted and grimly aware of the

stakes, they start a new phase of their pursuit with uncertainty looming

ahead.
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Chapter 28: 

In Chapter 28, Maite arrives at Emilio’s home, overwhelmed by the

 emotional toll of their recent escape from a violent incident. Struggling to

maintain her composure, she breaks down upon entering his living room,

prompting Emilio to offer her whiskey to steady her nerves. They are both

haunted by the uncertainty of their friends' fates, particularly Rubén's, and

Maite feels guilty for leaving. She reveals that she has kept the photos

Rubén entrusted to her hidden away for safety, hidden inside a statue. She

urges Emilio to develop the film, but he hesitates, suggesting they involve

the newspaper to avoid any suspicion of tampering.

As Emilio makes arrangements with an editor named José Hernández, Maite

sits in a chair surrounded by Emilio’s photography, lost in her thoughts and

anxieties about the fate of her friends. The tension escalates as José arrives,

revealing himself to be Leonardo, a military figure she's seen in Leonora's

family's house. He recognizes her and pressures her for information about

the photos. Under duress, she feels trapped and lies about her knowledge,

fearing for her safety as he becomes increasingly aggressive.

When she tries to escape to the bathroom, Leonardo follows her, forcing his

way in and violently confronting her. He demands the film, threatening her

with violence, and despite her protests, he exhibits brutal force as he attacks

her. Emilio, his character in question as he remains passive, offers no real

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


support, revealing his self-serving nature. In a tense confrontation,

Leonardo's quest for information about his niece leads him to threaten

Maite's life, intensifying the horror of the situation as she realizes that she

has become a substitute target for the stakes involved.

The chapter builds tension as Maite grapples with the unravelling events,

culminating in a physical struggle with Leonardo that leaves her bloodied

and vulnerable. Just when it seems her fate is sealed, unexpected intruders

arrive, hinting at a shift in the dynamics of the confrontation. The chapter

concludes on a cliffhanger, maintaining the suspense of Maite's plight and

the uncertain outcomes surrounding the characters she's intertwined with in

this turbulent time.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 

In Chapter 29, the character Elvis arrives at a small, dimly lit house in the

 rain, recognizing his boss El Mago’s car parked outside. Despite not having

keys, he picks the lock and enters, where he hears disturbing noises that push

him to move faster into a large room. Inside, he witnesses El Mago violently

assaulting a woman whose terrified expression reminds him of a horrific

fairy tale. Elvis feels a deep conflict within himself, as he has never harmed

a woman and had idolized El Mago as a superior figure until this moment,

revealing the duality of his boss who embodies both power and cruelty.

As tensions rise, Elvis confronts El Mago, questioning his motives and the

need for violence against the woman in search of his missing niece, Leonora.

El Mago’s calm demeanor shocks Elvis; the revelation that El Mago had

previously killed Sócrates—a figure entwined in their dangerous

world—fuels Elvis's anger and disgust. This encounter serves to peel back

the layers of loyalty and fear that Elvis has held for El Mago. The

conversation shifts toward recent murders orchestrated by El Mago,

including that of another associate, El Gazpacho, adding to the chaos in their

lives.

Elvis deeply grapples with his admiration for El Mago as more of a tyrant

than a hero, listening as El Mago expresses disdain for shifting political

dynamics in their world, framing it as a survival instinct. Ultimately, Elvis
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confronts the violent truth about the man he once revered only to take a

decisive stand. In a moment of desperation and betrayal, Elvis stabs El Mago

in the neck with a screwdriver, shifting the balance of power in their fraught

relationship. 

El Mago collapses, and as his life ebbs away, Elvis finds himself at a

crossroads: he has lost his mentor and the figure he both feared and idolized,

paving the way for an uncertain future devoid of the influence and terror

once dictated by El Mago. With the woman and the Russian witness to the

act, Elvis steps into a new reality, setting aside feelings of remorse and

bloodshed as he leaves the house, walking into the rain—both cleansing and

isolating—while wrestling with the darkness of his past actions that will

forever haunt him.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 

In this chapter, Maite grapples with the uncertainty of life and how it mirrors

 the endings of comic book stories, where conclusions are neatly wrapped

up. After her traumatic experience, she goes home to tend to her injuries

instead of searching for Rubén immediately. The next day, she visits him in

the hospital, relieved to find he is alive and recovering from his gunshot

wounds. Their conversation reveals their deepening bond, as Rubén

reassures her that her safety is far more important than the photos that were

lost in the chaos they endured.

As the days pass, Maite's bruises begin to fade, allowing her to focus on her

feelings for Rubén. She feels compelled to bring him flowers – a gesture that

defies traditional gender norms – in an attempt to brighten his hospital room.

However, her visit takes an unexpected turn when she encounters Leonora,

Rubén's estranged relative who has resurfaced after their tumultuous

experiences with their uncle.

Leonora explains that she fled the city in fear for her life, believing her

uncle's men were after her. Upon learning about the death of her uncle, she

returns to support Rubén and reconcile with her past. Maite, feeling her own

status as an outsider in the story, becomes increasingly aware of the brewing

complexities in her relationship with Rubén, who seems to be rekindling his

connection with Leonora.
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In a moment of vulnerability, Maite offers Rubén a place to stay after his

discharge from the hospital, expressing concern for his well-being. However,

as the tension and uncertainty of their relationships unfold, Rubén’s

reluctance hints at his unresolved feelings for Leonora. This realization

starkly contrasts Maite's deepening affection, leaving her feeling inadequate

and on the outskirts of both Rubén’s and Leonora’s evolving narrative.

Ultimately, a sense of new beginnings and unresolved conflict pervades the

chapter, as Maite walks away from the hospital, wrestling with the feeling of

having been written out of the story she thought she was part of. In a bitterly

ironic twist, she leaves a parting comment directed at Leonora, cementing

her role as the one left behind, while hinting at the uncertainty of the future

for all three characters involved.
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