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About the book

"We Were Soldiers Once... and Young" by Harold G. Moore is a gripping

narrative that encapsulates the harrowing experiences of American soldiers

during the Vietnam War, particularly focusing on the intense Battle of la

Drang. Co-authored with journalist Joseph L. Galloway, this powerful

memoir not only chronicles the brutal realities of combat and the profound

sacrifices made by the men who fought, but it also explores the unbreakable

bonds of brotherhood forged in the crucible of war. Drawing on firsthand

accounts, vivid battles scenes, and poignant reflections on courage and loss,

Moore's account serves as a haunting reminder of the complexities of valor

and the costs of conflict. This compelling read invites you to walk alongside

the soldiers into the heart of warfare, offering an unforgettable perspective

on duty, sacrifice, and the human condition in the face of unimaginable

adversity.
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About the author

Harold G. Moore was a distinguished American military officer and author,

best known for his leadership during the Vietnam War and his compelling

chronicles of combat experiences. Born on February 13, 1922, in Bardstown,

Kentucky, Moore rose to prominence as a lieutenant colonel commanding

the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment during the pivotal Battle of Ia Drang

in November 1965, one of the first major engagements between U.S. forces

and the North Vietnamese Army. His firsthand experiences of warfare,

combined with his thoughtful reflections on leadership and camaraderie, are

beautifully encapsulated in his co-authored book, "We Were Soldiers Once...

and Young," which offers a vivid portrayal of the realities of battle and the

sacrifices of those who served. After retiring from the Army, Moore

continued to influence military thought and inspire future generations

through his writings and public speaking, remaining a respected figure until

his passing in 2021.

Listen It

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/e3PAcUtfeYb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Summary Content List

Chapter 1: Heat of Battle

Chapter 2: The Roots of Conflict

Chapter 3: Boots and Saddles

Chapter 4: The Land and the Enemy

Chapter 5: Into the Valley

Chapter 6: The Battle Begins

Chapter 7: Closing with the Enemy

Chapter 8: The Storm of Battle

Chapter 9: Brave Aviators

Chapter 10: Fix Bayonets!

Chapter 11: Night Falls

Chapter 12: A Dawn Attack

Chapter 13: Friendly Fire

Chapter 14: Rescuing the Lost Platoon

Chapter 15: Night Fighters

Chapter 16: Policing the Battlefield

Listen It

Scan to Download

http://audiobook-free.com/audiobook/we-were-soldiers-once-and-young-by-harold-g-moore?source=books1.co.uk
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 17: It Ain’t Over Till It’s Over

Chapter 18: A Walk in the Sun

Chapter 19: Hell in a Very Small Place

Chapter 20: Death in the Tall Grass

Chapter 21: Escape and Evade

Chapter 22: Night Without End

Chapter 23: The Sergeant and the Ghost

Chapter 24: Mentioned in Dispatches

Chapter 25: “The Secretary of the Army Regrets …”

Chapter 26: Reflections and Perceptions

Listen It

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/e3PAcUtfeYb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 1 Summary: Heat of Battle

### Chapter Summary: Heat of Battle

In the heart of the Ia Drang Valley, on November 15, 1965, Captain Bob

Edwards's Charlie Company faces a brutal assault by over five hundred

North Vietnamese regulars. The setting is chaotic and desperate; the men

huddle in a makeshift command post, surrounded by blood and the echoes of

gunfire. Edwards struggles to maintain command despite suffering severe

injuries from enemy fire. The company's situation is dire, with enemy forces

closing in dangerously close.

The American presence in Vietnam had escalated from isolated incidents to

full-scale combat, marking a significant shift in the war. The 1st Cavalry

Division (Airmobile) had recently landed in this strategic area, inadvertently

confronting North Vietnamese forces that held significant territory and

tactical advantage. The battle begins as Edwards's men, consisting of a few

platoons, become overrun.

As the North Vietnamese attack intensifies, Sergeant Hermon R. Hostuttler

is killed, forcing those remaining to react instinctively. The narrative

highlights the heroism and the chaos faced by soldiers like Specialist 4

Arthur Viera, who recounts the harrowing ordeal of getting shot multiple
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times while trying to support his comrades. Lieutenant Jack Geoghegan of

the 2nd Platoon also emerges as a tragic figure; his bravery leads him to fall

while attempting to rescue a wounded soldier. His death, along with others,

underscores the brutality of combat as lives are lost in mere moments.

Sergeant Robert Jemison attempts to rally the remaining soldiers amidst the

onslaught, showcasing their dedication despite suffering his own injuries.

The battle becomes a fight for survival, not just against enemy combatants

but also against overwhelming fear and despair. As the situation deteriorates,

artillery support is summoned, with the code word “Broken Arrow”

signaling urgency for aerial bombardments to assist the besieged American

troops.

Through the layered chaos of the battlefield, the sheer noise of warfare and

the visceral descriptions of injuries and loss evoke the harrowing reality of

combat. The heated struggle is not merely a fight against enemy forces but

also against the psychological toll the violence inflicts on the soldiers, many

of whom are mere boys thrust into a hellish conflict. The chapter closes on a

hope tinged with fear, as Captain Edwards desperately calls for

reinforcements, aware that the fight for survival is far from over.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Roots of Conflict

### Chapter Summary: The Roots of Conflict

The Vietnam War began its significant escalation in the Ia Drang Valley

during the fall of 1965, characterized by an intense period of military

maneuvers and fierce combat. In this landscape, the North Vietnamese

Army, motivated by the desire to adapt to American warfare tactics, sought

to engage the newly deployed U.S. forces, testing their strategies and

vulnerabilities. The North Vietnamese aimed to draw American soldiers into

battle, gathering insights to potentially shift the war's tide in their favor.

President John F. Kennedy's vision had significantly shaped the U.S.

military's approach, directing its focus from traditional warfare to that of

counterinsurgency and specialized combat. Airmobile warfare, utilizing

helicopters for rapid troop deployment and resupply, emerged as a pivotal

strategy, pushing against the limitations of conventional infantry units that

were ill-suited for the jungles of Vietnam. Pioneers like Lieutenant General

James M. Gavin and Brigadier General Hamilton W. Howze championed

this new doctrine, ultimately leading to the establishment of the 1st Cavalry

Division (Airmobile).

By 1964, as political tensions mounted in Southeast Asia, Defense Secretary
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Robert S. McNamara accelerated the development of airmobility concepts,

which culminated in the creation of the 11th Air Assault Division. This

experiment demonstrated the effectiveness of helicopter warfare through

extensive training exercises, marking a profound shift in military tactics.

However, as America diverted resources to Vietnam, opposing strategies

formed within the North Vietnamese leadership regarding the conflict's

escalation.

While President Lyndon B. Johnson grappled with maintaining the balance

of his domestic agenda and escalating involvement in Vietnam, military

planners in Hanoi advocated for increased intervention. They proposed

deploying regular North Vietnamese Army units into the South, countering

the growing U.S. military presence.

As Johnson's administration began to send troops to Vietnam, with the first

Marine battalions arriving in early 1965, the operational strategies of both

sides began to clash dramatically. After a series of provocations, including

an attack on the U.S. compound at Pleiku, Johnson responded with military

action, escalating American engagement in the conflict. This marked the

transition to open combat, as American forces aimed for offensive

operations against communist fighters.

On the ground, the nascent 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) prepared to

deploy, undergoing rigorous training specific to their high-tech approach to
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warfare. Known for their dynamic combat style enabled by helicopters, the

division sought to unify air and ground tactics. Among the leaders of this

division was Colonel Hal Moore, who championed high standards for

training and leadership within the ranks.

As the 1st Cavalry Division prepared for war, manpower issues arose due to

the departure of many experienced soldiers whose enlistments were expiring.

This staffing crisis foreshadowed challenges ahead in combat effectiveness.

As the division’s deployment neared, soldiers trained intensively to master

the synchronization of air support, artillery, and troop movements, preparing

for the complexities of battlefield dynamics in Vietnam’s rugged terrain.

Under Moore's command, the battalion quickly commended respect,

instilling confidence in their capabilities despite the looming uncertainties of

warfare.

In mid-August, the 1st Cavalry Division set sail for Vietnam, compelled to

navigate the Gulf of Tonkin's complexities while feeling the weight of the

upcoming battle. Upon arrival in September, they established base

operations in An Khe, a pivotal location that served as a launching point for

numerous operations into enemy territory, despite facing early challenges

from guerrilla forces and malaria outbreaks that weakened their ranks.

This chapter paints a detailed picture of the various military preparations
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leading to the engagement in the Ia Drang Valley while capturing the internal

dynamics of leadership, evolving battle tactics, and strategic missteps that

would characterize the Vietnam War. By addressing the fears, motivations,

and complexities of both American and North Vietnamese sides, it lays the

groundwork for understanding the brutal realities that unfolded in one of

history's most tumultuous conflicts.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of adaptability in the face of new

challenges

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life, just like the

military leaders in the chapter had to adapt their strategies to the

unpredictable nature of warfare, you too can find inspiration in the

importance of being flexible when faced with change. Embracing

adaptability allows you to turn obstacles into opportunities, fostering

resilience and creativity in problem-solving. Whether it's in your

career, personal relationships, or your own self-development, learning

to adjust your approach in response to new circumstances can

empower you to overcome challenges and emerge stronger, much like

the soldiers who learned to navigate the complexities of the battlefield.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Boots and Saddles

Chapter 3: Boots and Saddles

As Captain Matt Dillon and I prepared for an air assault, we conducted a

reconnaissance mission to select landing zones while ensuring we respected

the presence of a nearby Montagnard village. The Montagnards, an

indigenous group in Vietnam known for their resistance against outside

forces, were tending to their land when we landed, prompting me to avoid

artillery fire to protect them from collateral damage.

Over the next two and a half days, we engaged in small-unit patrols in the

region, aided by Joe Galloway, a UPI reporter who had previously fought

alongside U.S. troops during an intense siege. Galloway’s experience gave

him a unique perspective on the complexities of warfare, particularly in

navigating the rugged terrain and harsh realities faced by soldiers.

During our patrols, we arrived at a Montagnard village where a local elder,

nostalgic for the French colonial era, mistakenly hoped for the return of

French comrades. Our medics assisted villagers, treating a young boy with a

severe burn—an unfortunate casualty of American air operations—which

highlighted the war's impact on innocent lives. As our frustrations with

enemy contact grew, General Dick Knowles expressed his dissatisfaction
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with our progress, prompting a bold decision to redirect our forces toward

the promising Ia Drang Valley.

On November 12, orders were issued to continue operations into the

uncharted territory, a decision born of instinct rather than solid intel. As we

prepared for deployment, many in my battalion were not yet combat

veterans, but we relied on established protocols and coordination with the

229th Assault Helicopter Battalion under Major Bruce Crandall, known for

his professionalism and humor.

With Colonel Brown’s approval, I began organizing our battalion for the

upcoming assault. Concerns about our manpower and experience lingered,

given the wear from previous engagements, yet I was optimistic about our

fire support and the strategic advantage of our helicopter mobility. 

As the night wore on, I contemplated the challenges ahead, particularly the

precarious first moments upon landing in potentially hostile territory.

Commanding from the ground was essential; I believed in understanding the

soldiers' experiences during the assault, rather than observing from a

distance.

Plans were finalized around 10:30 PM, and I prioritized movements to

ensure that despite the expected challenges of our landing zone, my unit

could effectively counter any enemy presence. We gathered our gear and
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attempted to rest, knowing that tomorrow would likely bring the chaos of

combat.

This chapter draws attention to the intricate balance of warfare—between

respecting local lives and executing military strategy, the camaraderie

formed in arduous conditions, and the ever-present uncertainty of combat

operations.
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Chapter 4: The Land and the Enemy

### Chapter 4: The Land and the Enemy

The Central Highlands of South Vietnam is a diverse and strategic terrain,

characterized by its breathtaking mountains and valleys, and steeped in the

rich but tumultuous history of its inhabitants. Historically, the Highlands

were home to the Montagnards, indigenous mountain tribes who have lived

communally in longhouses on stilts and practiced traditional agriculture for

centuries. Their isolation and unique culture set them apart from the lowland

Vietnamese, who often viewed them with disdain. This cultural conflict led

the Montagnards to ally with colonial powers, initially fighting for the

French, and later siding with the Americans during the Vietnam War.

By 1965, the region was primarily under U.S. control, specifically the Green

Berets, who utilized the well-known Colonial Route 19 running between Qui

Nhon and Pleiku to manage logistics and troop movements. The campaign to

maintain this route was essential for connectivity to Cambodia, and it

featured heavily in the operations of various military units.

Among these troops was the 1st Cavalry Division, recently deployed to

South Vietnam, whose establishment of a base camp in An Khe prompted a

serious reassessment of military strategies within the North Vietnamese
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Army (NVA). Brigadier General Chu Huy Man, leader of the PAVN’s B-3

Front, recognized the formidable mobile capabilities of U.S. forces and

attempted to prepare his soldiers by training them in various tactics before

launching an offensive.

The regiment under General Man engaged in training exercises that focused

on stealth and ambush tactics. Their commanding officers emphasized the

significance of independence and the urgency of defeating American forces

to avenge their predecessors’ struggles against French colonial rule. Thus,

amidst the mountainous terrain of the Highlands, the groundwork of the

offensive was laid.

In late September 1965, as American troops established their presence,

Man's forces strategically infiltrated South Vietnam. The 320th and 66th

regiments, key elements in the operation, began their approach to the Ia

Drang Valley, an area perceived to be advantageous for an upcoming

confrontation due to its geographical features that could mask troop

movements.

The impending conflict escalated, culminating in a series of organized

assaults by the NVA that involved ambush strategies aimed at luring

American and South Vietnamese troops into traps. Both phases of the initial

attack on Plei Me camp were executed with meticulous planning as the

North Vietnamese awaited American responses.
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However, the early efforts ran into obstacles when North Vietnamese forces

faced unexpected American air power. General Man, adapting to this reality,

had his crews retreat to regroup and plan the next phase of their campaign.

Throughout this process, significant losses were incurred among the 33rd

Regiment, underlining the brutal nature of the conflict and the effectiveness

of American tactics.

As the NVA regrouped, they prepared for a significant engagement in the

region, knowing that the approach of the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry indicated

a critical moment where North Vietnamese troops would be pitted against

the Americans in the vast landscape of the Highlands. Recognizing the

vulnerability of their own positions, NVA commanders, including General

An and historians of the PAVN, acknowledged their rather precarious

situation as they sought to capitalize on their numerical strength and local

knowledge against the technological superiority of American forces.

Finally, the stage was set for a decisive engagement, named Operation

X-Ray, marking a critical moment in the conflict. The battle was not only a

testament to the complex interplay of military tactics but also a

demonstration of the resilience and adaptability of the North Vietnamese

forces as they aimed to harness both the advantages of their terrain and their

fortified spirit against a powerful enemy.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Into the Valley

### Chapter 5 Summary: Into the Valley

On the morning of November 14, 1965, Sergeant Major Plumley and an

unnamed officer prepared for a crucial operation outside the Plei Me Special

Forces Camp during the Vietnam War. The 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry was

set to engage in a significant mission, and intelligence hinted at a North

Vietnamese regiment located near Chu Pong mountain.

The day began early with Plumley and the officer making their preparations.

Over coffee, they received news from a radio intercept team about a coded

message suggesting enemy movements. After gathering their packs and

ammunitions, they awaited the arrival of Bravo Company, under Captain

John Herren, who was flying in from brigade headquarters in helicopters.

As Bravo Company landed, the operation team began planning for a

helicopter assault into the Ia Drang Valley, where they would scout and

select a landing zone (LZ) for their forces. Concerned about enemy

awareness, they flew a reconnaissance mission but while on approach, they

saw no signs of enemy activity. The team evaluated potential landing zones:

X-Ray, which was the most favorable, and two others that were less viable

due to size and terrain.
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Finally settled on X-Ray as the landing zone, the battalion commanders

received final instructions and prepared to deploy. Colonel Tim Brown

expressed concern for the commanding officers, instructing them to stay

close and avoid separation. As the helicopters lifted off, the troops prepared

for their insertion while artillery fired on potential enemy positions as a

deceptive measure.

The flight to LZ X-Ray was tightly coordinated with artillery support, and as

the troop-carrying helicopters approached, they encountered minimal

resistance. The air assault went successfully without revealing their landing

to the enemy. Sergeant Major Plumley and others quickly disembarked and

moved into the clearing of LZ X-Ray, which appeared isolated and lacking

visible enemy presence, offering ample cover.

However, apprehension lingered as the commanding officer surveyed the

area. Unbeknownst to them, enemy forces were already on alert for the

American presence, guided by observation posts on the mountain. Soon after

landing, the troops began conducting patrols, leading to the capture of a

North Vietnamese soldier—an unprecedented success early in the operation.

While troops took a brief moment to regroup, tensions escalated as enemy

shots were fired nearby. Recognizing the threat, the commanding officers

ordered Bravo Company to push forward and engage the enemy quickly to
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secure their landing zone before more troops could arrive safely. The battle

for LZ X-Ray had begun, setting the stage for the intense confrontations that

would follow in the campaign to suppress enemy forces in the region.

This chapter encapsulates the excitement and anxiety of a military operation,

showcasing the preparations, the strategic planning required in the face of

potential threats, and the immediacy of combat, underscoring the reality of

war where plans must be adapted rapidly based on fluid circumstances.
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Chapter 6 Summary: The Battle Begins

### Chapter 6: The Battle Begins

The atmosphere was tense in the clearing as Bravo Company, commanded

by Captain John Herren, geared up for a crucial assault against the North

Vietnamese forces. The operation was set in motion at around 12:20 PM

when Herren summoned his platoon leaders near a streambed to strategize

their advance toward the nearby mountain. He assigned roles: Lieutenant Al

Devney's 1st Platoon would lead, while Lieutenant Henry T. Herrick's 2nd

Platoon and Lieutenant Dennis Deal's 3rd Platoon would follow, supported

by mortars under Sergeant First Class Ed Montgomery.

As the troops prepared, Specialist 4 Galen Bungum, carrying a grenade

launcher and limited ammunition, was unexpectedly called to remain in the

field, having just been told he would leave for R&R in Bangkok. The

atmosphere was grim; Bungum’s conversation with his squad leader,

Sergeant Carl Palmer, highlighted the dangers ahead, as Palmer expressed

doubts about surviving the day.

By 12:45 PM, scattered firefights escalated into a more serious engagement.

The 1st Platoon began encountering heavy enemy fire from a North

Vietnamese unit estimated to be around thirty to forty soldiers.
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Communication between officers became intense, as Devney's men

struggled with increasing casualties. Lieutenant Deal, now understanding the

stakes of battle, realized the urgency of providing aid to his pinned-down

comrades.

Lieutenant Herrick's 2nd Platoon moved up to render assistance but soon

found themselves too far detached from Devney’s position. Critical

misjudgments in command were becoming apparent, particularly in

Herrick’s decision to pursue a few fleeing enemies without taking time to

establish contact with his flank. This move would have significant

ramifications as it left his men exposed.

As Herrick’s platoon engaged North Vietnamese troops, they soon came

face to face with overwhelming numbers. Realizing the precariousness of

their situation, Herrick attempted to establish rapport with Devney’s team

and reposition his troops, but the battle’s chaotic nature began to disrupt

coordinated efforts.

Simultaneously, support from artillery and airstrikes was urgently called in.

The situation worsened for Bravo Company with the realization that they

were up against not just two enemy companies but an entire battalion of over

five hundred soldiers poised to converge on their positions. Captain Herren

worked tirelessly to maintain communication between units while

attempting to manage artillery fire, all while fearing for the safety of his
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men.

Amidst the chaos, reinforcements began arriving in the form of Alpha and

Charlie Companies. Captain Tony Nadal's Alpha Company and Captain Bob

Edwards's Charlie Company deployed troops under fire and established

defensive positions on the perimeter.

As the battle raged, Colonel Moore, overseeing the complex scenario from a

distance, felt a growing urgency. The vulnerability of their position was

apparent, and he needed to adapt quickly. Coordinating further strikes, he

aimed to turn the tide of battle by employing all available air and artillery

support.

The escalating firefight was compounded by an urgent need for medical

support, as casualties within the battalion began to rise significantly. The

arrival of a medical evacuation helicopter brought essential personnel, but it

also attracted enemy fire.

Determined not to repeat historical mistakes and with a tighter, more

coordinated fighting force, Colonel Moore began rallying his troops for a

decisive stand. As engaging artillery fire filled the skies, the battle at

Landing Zone X-Ray transitioned into a brutal confrontation where swift

decisions and effective communication would dictate the fate of Bravo

Company and its soldiers.



Time Events Key Players

12:20 PM
Bravo Company prepares for
an assault; strategic meeting
near streambed.

Captain John Herren

12:20 PM
Roles assigned: 1st Platoon
leads, followed by 2nd and
3rd Platoons.

Lieutenant Al Devney, Lieutenant
Henry T. Herrick, Lieutenant Dennis
Deal, Sergeant First Class Ed
Montgomery

Before
12:45 PM

Specialist 4 Galen Bungum
stays behind unexpectedly;
grim atmosphere.

Specialist 4 Galen Bungum, Sergeant
Carl Palmer

12:45 PM Firefights escalate; heavy
enemy fire encountered. Lieutenant Al Devney

12:45 PM
Lieutenant Deal realizes the
need to aid pinned-down
comrades.

Lieutenant Dennis Deal

During
battle

Critical misjudgments in
command; Herrick's platoon
becomes exposed.

Lieutenant Henry T. Herrick

During
engagement

Support from artillery and
airstrikes is called; Bravo
Company faces entire enemy
battalion.

Captain John Herren

During
battle

Reinforcements from Alpha
and Charlie Companies arrive
under fire.

Captain Tony Nadal, Captain Bob
Edwards

Amidst
firefight

Medical evacuation helicopter
arrives; casualties rise. Unknown medical personnel

As battle
progresses

Colonel Moore coordinates air
and artillery support, rallies
troops for defense.

Colonel Harold G. Moore
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Time Events Key Players

Throughout
battle

Swift decisions and effective
communication dictate the
fate of Bravo Company.

All involved soldiers
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Chapter 7 Summary: Closing with the Enemy

In the chapter "Closing with the Enemy," the tension and chaos of battle are

 encapsulated through Lieutenant Robert E. Taft's leadership of the 3rd

Platoon of Alpha Company during a critical confrontation with North

Vietnamese regulars in a dry creekbed. The young lieutenant, just 23 and

hailing from Highland Park, Illinois, is portrayed with a sense of earnest

vigor as he races towards the sound of conflict, accompanied by his

struggling radio operator, Specialist 4 Robert Hazen. 

As Captain Tony Nadal gives orders to position the platoons strategically,

Lieutenant Taft and his men face a sizable enemy force of about 150,

heralding a brutal clash for control of the creekbed, a vital tactical point. The

North Vietnamese, well-disciplined and strategically positioned, are not

ordinary guerrillas but regular soldiers, further escalating the stakes. Taft’s

efforts are impeded when his platoon is met with intense enemy fire,

resulting in a tragic and rapid series of casualties. Taft himself is fatally

wounded, leaving his platoon reeling from shock and loss but galvanizing

them into a makeshift defense under the leadership of Sergeant Lorenzo

Nathan.

The chapter continues to detail the fierce fighting as each platoon leader,

including John Herren and Joe Marm, struggles to coordinate their men

against the formidable enemy onslaught. The description of the fighting is
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visceral, highlighting the sheer brutality of combat as men on both sides

suffer grievous wounds. The narrative skillfully interweaves the experiences

of various soldiers, emphasizing the chaotic and unpredictable nature of

battle. Specialist 4 Carmen Miceli's recollection of dropping packs to

advance, alongside other soldiers confronting the deadly fire, paints a grim

picture of heroism amid overwhelming odds.

The scene shifts back and forth in a tense ballet of action, showcasing the

defiance and resilience of Taft's surviving soldiers as they attempt to hold

the line against waves of enemy troops, aided increasingly by accurate air

support from A-1Es. The stakes are high as the control of the creekbed

becomes pivotal, not just for survival, but for the strategic integrity of their

entire unit.

As Nadal and the remaining soldiers coordinate their efforts, the chapter

captures the frantic attempts to retrieve Taft's body and care for the

wounded, encapsulating the moral dilemma of leaving no man behind.

Captain Nadal's commitment to his troops shines through as he risks himself

under direct enemy fire to honor that principle.

The intensity reaches a peak as Lieutenant Herrick’s cut-off platoon

struggles under immense pressure, dictating last-minute orders before

succumbing to their overwhelming injuries. The narrative masterfully

illustrates the shifting tide of battle—desperation, courage, and chaotic
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power plays unfurling on the battlefield, lending insight into the valor and

tragedy faced by those soldiers in the heat of combat.

Ultimately, this chapter is a poignant tribute to fallen soldiers like Lieutenant

Taft and Sergeant Palmer, as well as a stark observation on the harrowing

realities of war. As the chapter draws to a close, the lingering question

remains: who will emerge from the death and destruction, and at what cost?

The gripping narrative, filled with vivid character portrayals and

heart-stopping action, leaves an indelible mark of the sacrifices made by

those fighting in the Vietnam War.
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Chapter 8: The Storm of Battle

Chapter 8: The Storm of Battle

The chapter opens with a dramatic and intense helicopter assault by the

Army into the clearing at the base of the Chu Pong massif, aimed at locating

and engaging the enemy. People's Army Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Huu

An, located just a mile and a half away, is directing his troops to attack as

the battle begins in earnest. General Chu Huy Man, quite far from the front

lines, is removed from the chaos, contrasting with the immediacy faced by

Colonel Tim Brown, whose helicopter hovers dangerously close to the

action.

As reinforcements arrive, Delta Company, led by Captain Ray Lefebvre and

piloted by Bruce Crandall, endures heavy ground fire while trying to land.

The confusion is palpable—bullets whizzing by and chaos erupting as they

touch down, leading to casualties both among the personnel aboard the

helicopters and on the ground.

The tension escalates as Lefebvre descends into the approaching firefight,

witnessing the brutal reality of war firsthand. Soldiers scramble to respond

to the Northern Vietnamese forces, with machine-gun teams and riflemen

being deployed. The narrative powerfully portrays the harrowing
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experiences of soldiers, entwined in the fight with a cold acknowledgment of

the lethal encounter with the enemy.

Amidst the chaos, Lieutenant Taboada, Lefebvre’s mortar-platoon leader, is

injured, and Lefebvre himself is critically wounded in the neck. While the

soldiers maneuver to defend themselves, the horror of war becomes more

pronounced with each passing moment. The chapter captures the tragic loss

and desperation experienced by the troops, detailing the injuries sustained

during the battle and the internal struggles of the soldiers trying to fulfill

their mission in spite of overwhelming odds.

As waves of North Vietnamese troops attack from multiple fronts, Captain

Bob Edwards’s Charlie Company fortifies a critical position while

simultaneously engaging with the enemy. The quick strategic thinking of

Edwards and his men turns the tide at that moment, successfully repelling

the fierce assaults. Cavalry troops join the fray as the American forces

struggle but manage to maintain their perimeter in the LZ X-Ray area.

The chapter underscores the importance of communication and coordination

among the various units as they undergo a relentless fight against

better-organized opponents. It highlights the dire situation evolving at LZ

X-Ray, with artillery and air support playing crucial roles in addressing the

overwhelming pressure from the North Vietnamese sides.

Listen It

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/e3PAcUtfeYb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


The bravery and determination of the soldiers, exemplified by characters like

Beck and Adams in the machine-gun positions, emphasize the camaraderie

and the stakes at play. Each maneuver is fraught with danger, as they witness

comrades fall and encounter personal trauma and loss. The psychological

toll of the engagement is palpable as fear, horror, and the instinct for

survival intertwine within the soldiers.

Throughout the ongoing battle, the chapter balances the personal stories of

loss with broader strategic considerations, detailing the North Vietnamese

command structure's frustrations and the American units’ resilience. The

presence of air support and artillery symbolizes hope, providing

much-needed firepower that ultimately makes the critical difference in the

clash.

The relentless fight at LZ X-Ray transforms into a staggering encounter of

wills, where individual acts of heroism collectively contribute to the defense

of their positions amid overwhelming odds. The vivid descriptions and

emotional weight of the narrative effectively capture the hellish chaos of war

and the enduring spirit of those who fight in it. Ultimately, the chapter

conveys the notion that in the storm of battle, every soldier’s life is

invaluable, driving home the stark realization of the cost of conflict.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Brave Aviators

Chapter Summary: Brave Aviators

Over the extensive period of airmobile training, a solid bond developed

between infantry soldiers and Huey helicopter pilots, creating a unique

camaraderie. This connection was put to the ultimate test during a critical

mission to rescue the besieged members of the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry at

Landing Zone X-Ray, reminiscent of the catastrophic fate suffered by

General Custer’s men at the Little Bighorn. Major Bruce Crandall and the

helicopters from Alpha Company, 229th Aviation Battalion, answered the

call for extraordinary service, risking their lives to deliver much-needed

supplies and evacuate the wounded from the front lines.

Early in the conflict, medevac units had strict policies against landing in

hostile areas, leaving the soldiers on the ground in dire straits. However,

Crandall, demonstrating exceptional leadership and bravery, took matters

into his own hands, initiating a daring plan for his crew to deliver

ammunition instead of merely transporting troops. Captain Ed Freeman, a

seasoned pilot known for his height and valor, joined Crandall in this

perilous mission, understanding the dire necessity of their task.

As both pilots made multiple trips into the LZ, they navigated through heavy
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enemy fire, driven by their commitment to their comrades on the ground.

Crandall’s leadership became increasingly vital as he coordinated aerial

maneuvers while ensuring the safety of his men. During one

heart-wrenching exchange at Plei Me, medics quietly and mournfully carried

out the deceased and wounded, capturing the tragic toll of the battle while

highlighting the unbreakable bond among the soldiers.

Crandall and Freeman’s helicopters sustained heavy fire throughout their

missions, yet they displayed remarkable skill under pressure, successfully

delivering critical supplies and evacuating wounded soldiers like Captain

Tom Metsker, whose sacrifice echoed the camaraderie and deeper

connections formed during this brutal experience. The aircrews

courageously continued their operations, showcasing their essential role in

the fight, while on the ground, the battle became a chaotic inferno, with

waves of enemy assaults challenging the beleaguered American troops.

With reinforcements arriving and more ammunition delivered by the Huey

crews, Colonel Hal Moore, the battalion commander, began to stabilize the

situation and form a defensive perimeter. Although casualties mounted, the

tenacity of the soldiers on the ground, combined with the relentless support

from the aviators, began to shift the tide in favor of the American forces.

Despite the losses, including the tragic shooting of friendly forces, the

narrative of heroism endured as troops rallied to maintain their positions.
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The chapter encapsulates the fierce realities of combat and the bonds forged

in the face of adversity—capturing the contrasting emotions of desperation

and profound bravery displayed by both the infantrymen and the helicopter

crews united in their fight for survival. 

As the chapter concludes, the intense atmosphere of battle remains palpable,

leading to hopes of a coordinated assault to rescue those still cut off and in

danger, illustrating the profound challenges faced in the fight to hold their

ground in a life-and-death struggle.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Fix Bayonets!

In the chapter titled "Fix Bayonets!", the intense and chaotic battle at

 Landing Zone X-Ray unfolds as American forces desperately attempt to

rescue the trapped survivors of Lieutenant Henry Herrick's 2nd Platoon. The

chapter kicks off with Alpha and Bravo companies, led by Captains Tony

Nadal and John Herren, experiencing heavy casualties and ammunition

shortages after over two hours of fierce fighting against North Vietnamese

troops. They face an urgent need to regroup, replenish supplies, and prepare

for a second assault within a tight forty-minute timeframe.

Back at the brigade headquarters, reinforcements are mobilized from Bravo

Company of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, under Captain Myron Diduryk.

Diduryk, a dedicated and experienced officer with a Ukrainian background,

has led his men through various operations and is well-prepared for the

action ahead. The urgency of the situation propels his company toward the

landing zone, where they will support their beleaguered counterparts.

As both companies prepare for a coordinated attack to break through and

reach the cut-off platoon, they gather their troops, share what little supplies

they have, and boost morale with passionate pep talks. With tactical

formations set, the companies push forward from a dry creek bed, only to

encounter ferocious enemy fire as North Vietnamese forces had effectively

encircled them during the temporary lull in combat. The fight escalates with
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intense close-range skirmishes and a staggering toll of casualties, as bravado

clashes with grim reality.

The chapter highlights individual acts of bravery, particularly that of

Lieutenant Joe Marm, who takes it upon himself to neutralize a deadly

enemy machine gun nest at great personal risk, ultimately earning the Medal

of Honor for his valor. The narrative weaves through various perspectives,

illustrating the chaotic battlefield dynamics—soldiers grapple with

confusion, fear, and moments of survival against overwhelming odds.

As daylight fades and the realities of combat mount, Nadal and Herren make

the difficult decision to withdraw to regroup and prepare for the night. They

call in artillery for cover during their retreat, employing white phosphorus

rounds to provide a smokescreen that proves unexpectedly effective in

concealing their movements from entrenched enemy forces.

Ultimately, the chapter culminates with both companies forming a defensive

perimeter as night falls. Morale among the soldiers remains intact despite

their heavy losses, and a close-knit bond forms as they prepare for the

dangerous hours ahead. The fate of Herrick's cut-off platoon hangs uncertain

as the men brace themselves for another long and arduous fight,

emphasizing the stakes and the resilience inherent within their ranks. 

This chapter serves as a vivid portrayal of the sacrifices made by soldiers in

Listen It

Scan to Download

http://audiobook-free.com/audiobook/we-were-soldiers-once-and-young-by-harold-g-moore?source=books1.co.uk
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


combat, their determination in the face of adversity, and the intricate

strategies employed in the chaotic tapestry of warfare.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Night Falls

In the chapter "Night Falls," the aftermath of a fierce battle at Landing Zone

 X-Ray marks a critical moment for both American troops and their North

Vietnamese adversaries. As night descends, the sounds of battle shift from

continuous gunfire to sporadic exchanges, indicating a fragile lull. The

soldiers are on high alert, preparing for the possibility of renewed attacks.

Sergeant Keeton and Sergeant Keith, stationed at the aid station, set up a

makeshift tent to work on the wounded safely. As they restock their supply

of morphine—a critical pain reliever—the communication challenges of the

battlefield are highlighted. Meanwhile, UPI reporter Joe Galloway attempts

to secure a ride to LZ X-Ray, showcasing his determination to witness the

soldiers' experiences firsthand, a contrast to other journalists who often

sought the comfort of rear areas.

Galloway eventually receives approval to join a supply chopper due to

Colonel Moore's recognition of the importance of press presence, ensuring

that the realities of the conflict are accurately reported back home. As

Galloway and the other passengers approach X-Ray, their view is marked by

twinkling lights on the distant mountains, a likely indication of North

Vietnamese movement, leading to an immediate artillery response to

suppress potential surprises for their troops.
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In the command post, key leaders, including Colonel Moore and his officers,

strategize how to tackle the imminent threat, coordinating artillery support

for their beleaguered units. Through the night, tension rises as enemy forces

launch probing attacks, testing the American perimeter's defenses,

intensifying the soldiers' stress and fatigue.

Delta Company, led by Lieutenant Litton, and other units set up defensive

positions, while Captain Edwards of Charlie Company recounts his forces’

struggles to fortify their location amidst the chaos of night combat. Notably,

the narrative emphasizes the harrowing experiences shared by soldiers as

they cope with hunger, fear, and the reverberations of nearby artillery

barrages.

In tight formations, soldiers dig makeshift foxholes while managing their

limited resources and injuries. Key figures from Bravo Company and others

work tirelessly to call in artillery support and maintain communication with

the isolated platoons, such as Sergeant Savage's group, which, cut off from

reinforcements, relies on desperate and skilled coordination to survive

against overwhelming odds.

Savage's men, surrounded and heavily outnumbered, endure artillery strikes

as they fend off North Vietnamese attackers throughout the night. As the

chapter progresses, the emotional toll of the conflict manifests among the

soldiers, who remain steadfast yet sense their precarious situation. The
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American troops and their wounded hold out through a brutal night,

illustrating their resilience and camaraderie against the backdrop of

uncertainty and danger, culminating in a dawn that offers both relief and

new challenges. 

In the larger context of the Vietnam War, this night reflects both the brutal

reality of combat and the intense physical and psychological trials that

soldiers faced in one of the conflict's pivotal moments. The balance between

hope and despair is continually tested as the dawn approaches.
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Chapter 12: A Dawn Attack

In Chapter 12A titled "Dawn Attack," the tension escalates sharply as the

 early morning unfolds on November 15, with Captain Matt Dillon preparing

C-ration hot chocolate in the dim light of dawn. Colonel Moore senses a

heavy silence, prompting immediate reconnaissance patrols to monitor for

enemy activity. Despite a previously concocted plan for a breakthrough

rescue of the lost platoon led by Sergeant Savage, the atmosphere is thick

with an ominous premonition.

As patrols venture out, enemy fire suddenly erupts against the X-Ray

perimeter, signaling an intense assault on Charlie Company led by Captain

Bob Edwards. An unexpected heavy onslaught by North Vietnamese forces,

specifically the 7th Battalion of the 66th Regiment and the H-15 Main Force

Battalion, quickly overwhelms Edwards and his platoons. Lieutenant

Geoghegan and Lieutenant Kroger’s units find themselves in a fierce

firefight with the enemy closing in.

The North Vietnamese soldiers employ effective strategies, launching a

frontal assault aimed at disrupting U.S. lines and breaching defenses. They

advance stealthily, disguised in helmets adorned with foliage, making them

appear as part of the terrain itself. Claustrophobic confusion reigns within

the platoon positions, leading to a desperate struggle for survival.
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As the assault intensifies, Captain Edwards suffers severe injuries, requiring

him to hand over command to Lieutenant John Arrington, only to have him

wounded shortly thereafter. The chaos escalates with sporadic radio calls for

reinforcement amidst an avalanche of enemy gunfire. Colonel Moore

responds, realizing the gravity of the situation as enemy forces approach

dangerously close to their command post.

In a flurry of activity, Captain Nadal of Alpha Company quickly maneuvers

his remaining platoons to bolster the defenses, however, they incur

casualties while struggling across exposed ground under relentless enemy

fire. The sound of battle becomes deafening, drowning out all else as units

grapple against an overwhelming tide of attackers, revealing the ferocity of

the North Vietnamese strategy.

The intensity of combat at Delta Company further illustrates the dire

situation, as they face the brunt of enemy assaults while maintaining

defensive fires. Despite the chaos, individuals like Specialist Willard Parish

and others demonstrate extraordinary courage under fire. They keep the

enemy at bay, grappling with the overwhelming onslaught and high stakes of

survival.

Amidst the noise, Sergeant Major Basil Plumley stands out for his

unwavering calm in the storm, urging those around him to continue fighting.

As platoon leaders and soldiers contend with injury and death, the struggle is
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both physical and psychological, embodying the harrowing realities of

warfare. 

The chapter portrays a vivid and chaotic battlefield, illustrating the grim

determination and heroism of soldiers in the line of fire while encapsulating

the grave reality of combat and its human toll. The connections made

between friends and the overwhelming atmosphere create a narrative that

underscores both the horror of war and the resilience of the human spirit.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Friendly Fire

### Chapter 13: Friendly Fire

In the chaos of battle, rifleman Arthur Viera finds himself critically

wounded and playing dead beside the body of Lieutenant Neil Kroger amidst

the assault of North Vietnamese forces. He describes a terrifying scene

where enemies prowl over the fallen, laughing as they execute the wounded.

Despite his injuries, Viera narrowly avoids detection when a soldier kicks

him; he feigns death while watching as the enemy pillages the battlefield.

In a nearby sector, Sergeant Jemison endures multiple gunshot wounds but

continues to rally his men, urging them to fight back. The chaos is

compounded by smoke and dust hanging over the battlefield, obscuring the

view for aircraft providing air support. Colored smoke grenades are

deployed to delineate their perimeter, facilitating airstrike efforts, though

friendly fire becomes a looming threat.

As the assault intensifies, casualties mount. Jemison, despite repeated

injuries, persists in fighting, showcasing extraordinary bravery. Meanwhile,

riflemen Poley and Comer face their own harrowing experiences as they are

hit while attempting to defend their positions. Amid the maelstrom, they

manage to fall back toward the battalion command post, desperately seeking
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shelter as they are separated and injured.

Captain Bob Edwards and his men face overwhelming odds as the enemy

breaches their perimeters. The fierce exchanges lead to courageous actions

such as Sergeant Kennedy single-handedly neutralizing a sniper threat. Other

soldiers, including George Foxe and Nathaniel Byrd, are valorously

identified for their dedication on the machine gun until the end.

Amidst the fiery conflict, support units scramble to respond. Captain Myron

Diduryk reorganizes his available troops and prepares a counterattack to

reclaim ground lost to the enemy. Causalities keep rising, and the durability

of Charlie Company is tested as they fight valiantly despite being

significantly outnumbered.

A critical moment arises when air support inadvertently targets friendly

forces. The horrifying sight of napalm canisters being dropped inspires panic

as Colonel Moore urgently calls off the aircraft. Fortunately, the second jet

adjusts and avoids adding to the day’s casualties, but the effects of the initial

strike are devastating; soldiers are burned, and fatalities ensue.

Amidst this turmoil, an enemy soldier stumbles into the friendly lines,

severely injured, and is brought to the aid station, where he succumbs to his

wounds. The battle rages on, exemplifying the frantic fight for survival as

remnants of Charlie Company are pushed to their limits.
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With dwindling forces, the remnants of Charlie Company courageously hold

their positions against a relentless onslaught. By noon, the company is

reduced to just forty-nine men, having lost a staggering number of lives in a

brief span. Bob Edwards, gravely injured but surviving, is evacuated along

with Arthur Viera, whose life hangs by a thread.

Rescue reinforcements, led by Lieutenant Colonel Bob Tully, finally arrive

to bolster the beleaguered troops at Landing Zone X-Ray. They encounter

signs of relentless violence, discovering the bodies of fallen comrades and

enemies alike. The somber atmosphere is matched with a shared resolve as

they regroup and strategize their next moves.

As the battle subsides, the grim realities of war set in; men gather their dead,

attend to the wounded, and prepare for further combat in an environment

now littered with loss and sacrifice. Throughout the chaos, moments of valor

shine through, emphasizing the profound courage of these soldiers who

stand resolutely amidst overwhelming odds. The day may have ended, but

the scars of battle would linger long after, shaping the lives of those who

survived.

Key Event Description

Critical
Wounding

Rifleman Arthur Viera is critically wounded and feigns death beside
Lieutenant Neil Kroger's body, witnessing the enemy executing
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Key Event Description

wounded soldiers.

Sergeant
Jemison's
Bravery

Despite being shot multiple times, Sergeant Jemison rallies his men,
urging them to fight back amid heavy smoke and dust.

Friendly Fire
Risk

Colored smoke grenades are used to mark the perimeter for air
support, but friendly fire becomes a serious concern for the troops.

Courageous
Actions

Captain Bob Edwards' men face overwhelming enemy forces, with
soldiers like Sergeant Kennedy heroically neutralizing threats.

Critical Air
Support
Incident

Napalm accidentally gets dropped on friendly forces, causing panic
as Colonel Moore orders the aircraft to halt attacks.

Casualty
Statistics

By noon, Charlie Company is reduced to 49 men from heavy losses,
showcasing the grim reality of the battle.

Reinforcements
Arrive

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Tully leads reinforcements to Landing Zone
X-Ray, encountering the aftermath of intense fighting.

Aftermath of
Battle

Soldiers gather the dead and attend to the wounded as they prepare
for ongoing combat, marked by loss and sacrifice.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Rescuing the Lost Platoon

Chapter 14: Rescuing the Lost Platoon

As noon approached on November 15, the urgency to rescue the "Lost

Platoon" escalated. This mission would involve three companies, with

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Tully’s recently arrived 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry,

taking the lead under Captain John Herren’s Bravo Company. Given the

significant losses my battalion had suffered, it was practical to optimize

resources by allowing Tully’s healthier unit to conduct the rescue while my

Garry Owen soldiers reorganized, evacuated the wounded, and secured our

own positions.

Tully, recognizing the terrain and having a solid plan, positioned his troops

strategically. His Alpha Company, led by Captain Larry Bennett, formed the

left flank, while Tully’s Bravo Company supported the right, with artillery

providing covering fire. Their advance began at 1:15 P.M., albeit under

heavy sniper fire. Captain Herren, navigating familiar grounds, successfully

guided his troops towards the stranded platoon, employing heavy grenades

for safety against any potential ambush, but they faced surprisingly little

resistance.

In the interim, my battalion conducted a thorough sweep of the area, finding
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evidence of intense conflict. The ground was littered with the remains of

fallen North Vietnamese soldiers and equipment, hinting at the chaotic

nature of the prior day's fighting. During this grim process, we also collected

our own casualties, loading them onto larger helicopters for evacuation.

Each bagged body was a somber reminder of our losses, creating a grim

atmosphere as we grappled with the toll war had exacted on our comrades.

Colonel Tim Brown made an appearance, checking the situation but

eventually decided to refrain from establishing a command post within the

dangerous perimeter. His faith in Tully and me highlighted the cohesive

command structure that had developed despite the chaos surrounding us.

As Tully's forces advanced with relative ease, we speculated over the

whereabouts of the remaining North Vietnamese forces. The arrival of B-52

bombers, striking the Chu Pong area, changed the dynamics of our situation,

striking terror in enemy ranks as Tully maneuvered to provide relief for the

Lost Platoon.

Finally, as the rescue operation commenced around 3 P.M., Tully's forces

faced their first opposition as they engaged enemy rifle fire, swiftly

suppressing it. The rescue was critical as they reached the weary, isolated

soldiers. The scene was filled with mixed emotions of joy and sorrow;

Sergeant Ernie Savage relayed that relief was near, but the reality of their

vulnerability remained palpable. Tully's troops established a perimeter to
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secure the area, and they successfully located the remaining members of the

Lost Platoon.

The toll on the platoon was grim. Nine men lay dead, with thirteen wounded,

miraculously leaving seven unscathed after the intense firefight. Specialist 5

Charles Lose, the platoon's medic, was particularly praised for his efforts in

saving fellow soldiers, underscoring the camaraderie that developed through

harrowing combat.

As preparations ensued for evacuation, the atmosphere turned somber, and

the reality of loss hung heavily on all of us. Those who had survived wore

the scars of battle, both physically and emotionally. The images of fallen

comrades continued to haunt the living, shaping the memories of their

heroism and sacrifice. The dead were wrapped in ponchos, laying silently in

the dirt, their expressions a haunting reminder of the perils of war.

As Tully’s battalion prepared to move back to the X-Ray perimeter, every

effort was made to ensure that the wounded and the deceased were promptly

evacuated. The terrain was treacherous, and preserving tactical awareness

while managing casualties proved challenging. Amidst the chaos, the

soldiers couldn’t escape the stark reality of their circumstances; yet, they

accomplished the difficult task of returning the Lost Platoon home, capturing

the undying spirit of brotherhood that defined their experience. 
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As the sun began to dip, marking the end of one battle but the continuation

of the war, I could feel both relief for the rescue and sorrow for the losses

endured. Our lines had held, and while we mourned those lost, we also

forged ahead with a renewed sense of purpose and survival as another long

night awaited us. The chapters of valor, loss, and unwavering loyalty

unfolded in the war-torn landscape of Vietnam.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Night Fighters

### Chapter 15: Night Fighters

Captain Myron F. Diduryk, the determined leader of Bravo Company, 2nd

Battalion, 7th Cavalry, sensed an impending attack from the North

Vietnamese forces as night fell on Landing Zone X-Ray. Establishing

defenses was crucial; he and his men occupied former positions held by

Charlie Company, readying themselves for what they anticipated would be a

fierce battle. Diduryk, a Ukrainian by birth, was known for his aggressive

yet professional command style, while his counterpart, Lieutenant Rick

Rescorla, an Englishman, added a layer of camaraderie to the mix with his

confidence and humor. 

As dusk approached, Rescorla, after preparing his troops, visited Diduryk's

command post. The two communicated with urgency about their men’s

readiness, with the atmosphere thick with tension as they prepared defenses,

established firing ranges, and ensured supplies of ammunition were

abundant. The soldiers, including PFC John C. Martin, spent hours digging

in, fortifying their positions against what they believed were inevitable

assaults.

Under Diduryk’s guidance, they created a fortified perimeter with fields of
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fire and established booby traps, laying the groundwork for what would soon

become a desperate defense. Lieutenant William Lund, the forward observer,

was ready with artillery support, having learned to engage enemy forces at

dangerously close ranges due to the specific circumstances of the battlefield.

Rescorla forecasted a night of hostility, organizing his platoon to mitigate

risks and maintain morale through humor and camaraderie, encouraging his

men as they prepared for the worst. Their defenses were bolstered not just by

fortifications but also by a spirit of solidarity among the soldiers who stood

shoulder to shoulder in the darkness.

As night deepened, the perimeter remained quiet for several hours, with

sporadic enemy probes testing their defenses. By midnight, North

Vietnamese forces began launching significant attacks, employing strategy

and coordination characterized by the use of whistles to command troop

movements, signaling that an assault was imminent.

By 4 A.M., the tranquility shattered as enemy troops advanced toward Bravo

Company’s positions. Diduryk, fully aware of the developing situation,

authorized artillery fire in response to Lieutenant Sisson's sighting of the

approaching forces. The chaos that unfolded exemplified the ferocity of the

conflict; waves of North Vietnamese soldiers charged under the illumination

of gunfire and artillery, while Bravo Company retaliated with overwhelming

firepower. 
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Diduryk skillfully directed artillery support to maximize damage to the

advancing enemy, while Rescorla and his men fought fiercely to hold their

lines. The first fierce assault against their positions was met with heavy

crossfire, resulting in significant enemy casualties, reinforcing Diduryk’s

tactical prowess.

As the attacks continued, the soldiers' camaraderie and determination shone

through, each soldier aware of the stakes. Flanking fire from artillery,

machine guns, and the unyielding spirit of the troops repulsed the enemy

attempts time and again. The battlefield quickly transformed into a gruesome

spectacle of ferocity; cries of command, the rattle of gunfire, and the

desperate struggle for survival reverberated through the night.

By dawn, under the scrutiny of both the flares overhead and the sharp

commands of leaders like Diduryk and Rescorla, the North Vietnamese

forces were forced into retreat. In impressive fashion, Bravo Company had

endured a major assault with minimal casualties—only a few troops

sustained light injuries, showcasing the effectiveness of their preparation and

teamwork.

In the aftermath, the soldiers experienced a quiet moment, grappling with the

aftermath of violence and the smell of gunpowder and death surrounding

them. Diduryk's leadership played a pivotal role in their survival through
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strategic planning, effective communication, and the unwavering bravery of

his men.

As the operations unfolded, the individuals within Bravo Company began to

grapple not just with the physical scars of battle, but also with the emotional

toll it exacted, embodying both the brutality of war and the indomitable

human spirit.

Listen It

Scan to Download

http://audiobook-free.com/audiobook/we-were-soldiers-once-and-young-by-harold-g-moore?source=books1.co.uk
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


Chapter 16: Policing the Battlefield

### Chapter 16: Policing the Battlefield

In this chapter, the toll of war and the somber reality of conflict are vividly

laid out, covering a critical moment in the Vietnam War at Landing Zone

X-Ray. Following intense combat and psychological strain, the 1st Battalion,

7th Cavalry prepares to conduct a careful reconnaissance within their

perimeter, searching both for friendly casualties and for North Vietnamese

infiltrators hiding among the tall elephant grass. The effort to secure their

immediate area begins with a slow and deliberate sweep, reflecting the

fatigue and mental exhaustion that has set in after two days of continuous

combat without adequate rest.

As the soldiers advance cautiously, the tension escalates when they

encounter enemy resistance. Under the leadership of Lieutenant Myron

Diduryk, the troops come under heavy fire, resulting in several injuries,

including Lieutenant James Lane. Sergeant John Setelin describes the

anxiety of leaving the safety of their foxholes; daylight has shifted the

perilous landscape into a glaring threat. In the chaos, Lieutenant Rick

Rescorla operates with tenacity, leading a counterattack while dodging

enemy fire, illustrating the volatility of the battlefield.
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Colonel Moore, recognizing the urgency of the situation, coordinates a

powerful aerial bombing strike to suppress the enemy’s firing positions. The

chapter captures the lethal ballet of air support and ground operations,

showcasing the scale of the American military's firepower that falls upon the

enemy. With everything from napalm to 250-pound bombs called into

action, the ground becomes devastated, setting the stage for a final assault.

Once the airstrikes conclude, Colonel Moore orders the troops to fix

bayonets and move forward, resulting in a decisive push against the

disarrayed enemy. They claim a staggering amount of enemy dead amid the

chaotic aftermath, a grim reminder of the relentless nature of war. Colonel

Moore himself personally ensures that American soldiers lost in action are

accounted for, embodying a promise to bring every fallen comrade home.

Meanwhile, relief forces from the 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry and the 2nd

Battalion, 7th Cavalry begin to arrive, underscoring the urgency and gravity

of the situation as the weary troops prepare for extraction. The somber

transformation of the battlefield from a site of violence to a recovery zone

brings a mix of relief and sorrow. 

Correspondents reporting on the battle record the disarray and horror left

behind, with graphic descriptions and personal accounts revealing the

emotional weight of the conflict. As media representatives arrive to cover

the aftermath, tensions still linger, with reminders of the heavy casualties on
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both sides.

Colonel Moore’s priority remains the safe evacuation of his men while

accounting for all soldiers. Detailed logistical planning unfolds for an

organized retreat — any remaining enemy threat spurs continuous artillery

fire to cover their departure. 

As the helicopters arrive, survivors reflect on their experiences, with

memories stained by the sights and sounds of combat. Specialist Vince

Cantu reminisces about praying for their safety while riding in on the Hueys,

and others bear witness to the lingering effects of their harrowing

experiences.

In the closing moments of the chapter, Colonel Moore, alongside key

personnel, makes a hasty exit, leaving behind the scars of battle — both

physically in the landscape and mentally on those who served. The aftermath

highlights the profound truth of mortality in war, illuminating the sacrifices

made and the indelible marks they leave on those who survive. With every

departing helicopter, Colonel Moore feels a cocktail of pride for his troops'

resilience, grief for the lives lost, and a lingering guilt for having survived

the ordeal.

This chapter serves as a poignant reflection on the heavy costs of war and

the complexities of military duty, revealing how each battle reshapes both
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Chapter 17 Summary: It Ain’t Over Till It’s Over

### Chapter 17 Summary: "It Ain’t Over Till It’s Over"

The chapter begins shortly after the intense battle at Landing Zone X-Ray,

emphasizing the emotional and physical exhaustion of the soldiers.

Lieutenant Colonel Hal Moore and Sergeant Major Plumley arrive at

Landing Zone Falcon, where they meet the weary men of Captain John

Herren's Bravo Company, who have just undergone eighty-one hours of

relentless combat without sleep. In this moment of camaraderie, Moore

expresses his heartfelt gratitude to the soldiers, affirming that their bravery

and spirit were profoundly meaningful, regardless of official accolades.

As Moore and Plumley tour the artillery positions managed by A and C

batteries of the 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery, they encounter exhausted

gunners who had fired over eighteen thousand rounds in support of the

infantry during the battle. Moore acknowledges their critical role,

strengthening the bond between the infantry and artillery units. One of the

artillery officers recalls the daunting demands placed on their equipment, yet

the acknowledgment from Moore made their sacrifices feel worthwhile and

significant.

The narrative shifts to the aftermath of the battle, where both returning and
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supporting troops are shown receiving essential R&R (rest and recuperation)

at Camp Holloway. Soldiers reflect on the physical toll of combat, sharing

memories of the gruesome conditions at LZ X-Ray and their reunion with

companions. This personal connection offers a glimpse into the emotional

landscape of soldiers who fought bravely but lost comrades.

Major Bruce Crandall, the pilot who transported Moore and Plumley, plays a

pivotal role in transitioning the officers back to base. Upon their arrival, the

chapter recounts the struggles they face when trying to enjoy a

well-deserved drink at the Officers Club. Initially denied service due to their

appearance, Moore's firm insistence leads to the eventual acknowledgment

and respect from club staff and patrons alike, symbolizing their hard-earned

victory and shared experience.

As the day progresses, the mood among Moore's men reflects a mix of

weary pride and solemnity, acknowledging the sacrifices they had made.

Though they march back to base, the soldiers carry with them the weight of

loss and the unshakable bonds formed through shared hardship.

Meanwhile, back at LZ X-Ray, preparations for the next operational phase

continue under Colonel Tim Brown's command. The two remaining

battalions, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry and 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry, ready

themselves to pull out, meticulously planning their next moves in

anticipation of B-52 air strikes aimed at enemy positions.
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Amid the logistical preparations, the chapter highlights the contrasting

readiness and cohesion of the two battalions, particularly focusing on

Lieutenant Colonel Bob McDade, who is still newly assigned and grappling

with command dynamics. The narrative captures the varied experiences

within the battalion, from veterans of past conflicts to fresh recruits, as they

unite under the strain of upcoming endeavors.

The chapter concludes with the troops departing from LZ X-Ray, setting off

on what they believed would be an easy transition to a new landing zone,

unaware of the impending dangers that awaited them, foreshadowing the

complexity of warfare and the unpredictability in the path ahead. This

reluctance to confront the looming threat underscores the heavy emotional

burden carried by soldiers returning from combat as they navigate the fine

line between survival and the realities of war.
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Chapter 18 Summary: A Walk in the Sun

### Chapter 18: A Walk in the Sun

On November 17, 1965, amid a relatively quiet morning in Vietnam,

Colonel Robert A. McDade reflects on the unexpected nature of the

airmobile operation. The 1st Cavalry Division's helicopter support was

unavailable, forcing two battalions, led by Lieutenant Colonels Bob Tully

and Bob McDade, to march on foot away from Landing Zone X-Ray—a

departure reminiscent of earlier conflicts like Korea and Europe. With the

Air Force's B-52 bombers en route to bomb enemy positions at Chu Pong

mountain, the urgency grew for American forces to vacate the area before

the scheduled airstrikes.

As both battalions set out, Tully's soldiers moved northeast towards LZ

Columbus, with Tully using artillery to maintain a defensive posture.

Meanwhile, McDade’s battalion would head towards LZ Albany, a new

landing zone which both battalions were instructed to secure despite the lack

of intelligence on enemy presence. This led to an air of uncertainty among

the soldiers about their mission objectives.

Chief Warrant Officer Hank Ainsworth, piloting McDade's command

helicopter, had previously conducted reconnaissance in the area and reported
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no signs of enemy activity. However, the operational journals for the day

have mysteriously disappeared, leaving a gap in the official record of the

battalions' movements and intentions. The commanders heard that their

mission was to establish a landing zone and prevent enemy infiltration, but

there seemed to be no clear plan regarding how they would approach this

goal.

Troops marched in formation under physically demanding

conditions—through tall grass, heavy humidity, and the weight of their

gear—while their mental acuity was dulled by sheer exhaustion from

previous engagements. Some companies commenced with attempts to

maintain tactical formations, only to find them cumbersome in the dense

vegetation.

The march toward Albany presented a false sense of security for the soldiers

as they ignored warning signs of enemy reconnaissance—North Vietnamese

patrols were tracking their movements. The soldiers occasionally stumbled

upon signs of recent enemy activity, but much of the more dangerous

intelligence was gathering unseen, as the North Vietnamese Army (NVA)

regrouped for a counterattack.

As the battalions pressed on, the strains of physical exertion mounted. Tired

soldiers began shedding some of their equipment to manage their fatigue

better, while others remained haunted by a sense of impending danger. They
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were unaware that they were being observed and tracked by the NVA, who

were prepared to engage. 

Notably, around midday, two North Vietnamese soldiers were captured by

Lieutenant Pat Payne's recon platoon after inadvertently stumbling into

them. This event triggered a critical reassessment of the unfolding situation,

bolstering fears about the adequacy of the battalion's command structure and

the imminent threat they faced. The captives, despite claiming to be

deserters, were quickly interpreted with skepticism by American soldiers.

As the Americans halted to interrogate the prisoners, the disorganization of

their formation allowed the NVA to close in on their position. Just moments

after the interrogations, enemy gunfire erupted, signaling the

commencement of one of the most savage confrontations of the Vietnam

War, turning the treetops and the tall grass into a chaotic battleground

littered with confusion and violence.

By the day’s end, the battle claimed the lives of 155 American soldiers in

brutal combat, marking the start of a horrific ordeal for those who had

survived, forever etched in their memories against the backdrop of the

Vietnam War's grisly theater of conflict.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Hell in a Very Small Place

### Chapter 19: Hell in a Very Small Place

In the midst of Vietnam's chaotic battlefields, tensions rise with the

realization that "War is a crime," as Ernest Hemingway poignantly observed.

On November 14, North Vietnamese commander Senior Lieutenant Colonel

Nguyen Huu An, alongside Lieutenant Colonel La Ngoc Chau, fully

embraces General Vo Nguyen Giap's philosophy: winning the first battle is

crucial. For An, the fight against American forces wouldn't cease; it was

merely changing locations as they prepared for a relentless offensive on the

Americans in Landing Zone X-Ray.

As American troops move cautiously through the jungle, Specialist 4 Dick

Ackerman, a forward point man for the 2nd Battalion, experiences the shock

of ambush. Initial shots ring out, escalating into a barrage of chaos and

confusion. Soldiers quickly scramble for cover as the fierce assault from

North Vietnamese troops unfolds, illustrating the danger of being caught in

the crossfire.

Lieutenant Pat Payne, leading the recon platoon, recognizes their precarious

situation. Mortar shells land nearby, exacerbating the turmoil, but he strives

to unite his men to establish a defensive perimeter. Repeat assaults from the
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North Vietnamese forces test the limits of their resolve, while their

unexpected proficiency in ambush tactics reveals the harsh truth of their

strategic advantage.

Captain Joel Sugdinis, Alpha Company’s commander, glimpses the horrors

unfolding within his unit. As communication links degrade, he confronts the

grim reality that half of his platoons are either dead or separated from the

main force, dragging morale into disarray. His attempts to establish a

defensive line are met with overwhelming enemy fire, highlighting the risky

tactical decisions made prior to the ambush when commanding officers left

their men to regroup at the front.

Simultaneously, the ineffective communication across companies only

contributes to the erratic and fatal atmosphere surrounding them. Leaders

like Captain Skip Fesmire have no idea of the impending devastation when

their units encounter relentless North Vietnamese troops, descending like a

wave upon the unprepared American soldiers.

As confusion reigns, medics struggle against the overwhelming tide of

casualties. Each soldier's story intertwines amidst the chaos; men like the

resilient Sergeant Jim Gooden, who witnesses carnage and fear, realize the

immediacy of their peril. Unit cohesion quickly dissipates, turning the

battlefield into a nightmarish contest of survival.
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Colonel McDade, trying to field communications and assess the battlefield

situation, finds himself entrenched in confusion about the state of his

battalion. As artillery and air support struggle to get accurate targeting, the

lack of situational awareness leads to increasing peril.

On the ground, both American and North Vietnamese soldiers fight in a

bloody melee, each side unable to fully comprehend the other's positions in

the dense elephant grass. Ensnared in a harrowing U-shaped ambush,

Americans fall prey to both enemy fire and friendly fire, as identities blur in

the confusion of the fight.

With casualties mounting and commanders lost in the cacophony of battle, a

sense of impending doom permeates the ranks. By the close of the

engagement, the heavy toll taken on both sides paints a grim portrait of the

horrors of war—a tragic confirmation that victory is illusory amidst the

widespread devastation wrought on that fateful day.
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Chapter 20: Death in the Tall Grass

### Chapter 20: Death in the Tall Grass

The chapter opens with a historical echo of sorrow from the Battle of

Salzbach in 1675, reflected through the words of North Vietnamese

commander Nguyen Huu An. On November 17, 1965, in the intense fighting

at Landing Zone Albany, both American and Vietnamese soldiers found

themselves locked in brutal close-quarters combat, emphasizing the chaos

and desperation of warfare.

Lieutenant John Howard recounts his harrowing experience near the back of

the American column, tending to a wounded sergeant before receiving a

bullet wound himself. Surrounded by constant gunfire, Howard works to

regroup with other soldiers as they confront the perilous realities of battle.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Bud Alley, who serves as the company

communications officer, navigates a similar landscape, struggling against

enemy fire while attempting to maintain his position and support his

comrades.

As the scene unfolds, the narrative focuses on Specialist 4 Jack Smith of

Charlie Company, who witnesses the rapid downfall of the company as they

engage fiercely with North Vietnamese forces. With their leader, Lieutenant
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Don Cornett, gravely injured, the soldiers find themselves overwhelmed

amid the chaotic firefight, resulting in confusion and misfired shots among

their own ranks.

The chapter details the tragic fate of soldiers like PFC Snyder Bembry, who

is killed by a North Vietnamese soldier. Another soldier, James Shadden,

resorting to desperate measures, booby-traps his own body with a grenade in

hopes of taking out approaching enemy troops. This visceral depiction of

fear and survival paints a vivid picture of the calculus of life and death on

the battlefield.

As the battle intensifies, various characters experience the horrors of war

differently. Some soldiers press on through the chaos, while others are left

paralyzed by fear and despair. The struggle for survival intertwines with a

sense of camaraderie, as wounded men support one another amid the

gunfire.

The arrival of air support signals a turning point. Artillery and airstrikes

bring destruction to the surrounding area, but not without risk to the

beleaguered American troops. Here, Lieutenant Gwin narrates the desperate

hope brought by air strikes, which effectively decimate their enemy and shift

the tide of battle in favor of the Americans.

Amidst this turmoil, Sergeant Major Jim Scott highlights the vulnerability of
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their position as they receive reports of heavy casualties among scattered

units. As friendly fire and enemy assaults converge, the fog of war thickens,

complicating communication and coordination for the American troops.

Reinforcements soon begin to arrive from Bravo Company, tasked with

linking up with the 2nd Battalion troops at Albany. Despite facing

uncertainty about the situation, Captain Tully’s troops press on bravely

through mounting casualties and continued enemy fire.

The chapter culminates with the arrival of Captain Diduryk and his team,

embodying a renewed spirit of hope amid the darkness. The resilience of the

soldiers, echoed in their tremendous bond and unwavering determination,

reflects the complex and tragic nature of warfare—filled with both heroism

and heartache as they continue to fight for survival in the tall grass of

Vietnam. The fight is far from over, signaling a long night ahead with no

end in sight.
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Chapter 21 Summary: Escape and Evade

### Chapter 21: Escape and Evade

In the chaotic atmosphere of battle along the route to Albany clearing,

soldiers face the ultimate terror: becoming lost and alone in enemy territory,

where every encounter could lead to death. This situation compels soldiers

to adopt the Army strategy of “escape and evasion,” or "E and E," relying on

stealth and concealment to navigate back to friendly lines amidst the perilous

crossfire.

By late afternoon on November 17, as many American soldiers navigated the

treacherous elephant grass, thoughts of escape occupied their minds. While

countless men were either captured or killed, a handful of wounded soldiers,

including the courageous tales of Lieutenant John Howard, Lieutenant Bud

Alley, Sergeant James Gooden, Specialist 4 James Young, and PFC Toby

Braveboy, would emerge from the battlefield, showcasing their resilience

and determination to survive.

Lieutenant Howard and his small group found themselves taking cover near

an anthill when close air support unleashed napalm strikes intended for the

North Vietnamese forces. Amid civilian casualties due to entangled

positions, Howard and his companions executed a hasty retreat—bounding
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down a hill to evade incoming fire while inadvertently entering

no-man’s-land. Miraculously, they spent the next hour evading danger

before daring to attempt returning to friendly lines.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Bud Alley rallied his group of wounded men,

including a sergeant and a junior enlisted soldier with grievous injuries, to

seek safety amidst the chaos. They crawled through a ditch toward artillery

positions, managing to navigate the treacherous terrain under cover of

darkness. Exhausted and terrified, Alley and his men made their way over

two miles to the safety of Landing Zone Columbus, dodging enemy fire

along the way.

Lieutenant Howard, concerned for his group's safety, decided to retrace steps

to Landing Zone X-Ray before heading to Columbus. Against all odds, they

too reached Columbus, dodging enemy patrols and managing to

communicate their presence to the U.S. forces without incurring friendly

fire.

Specialist James Young’s ordeal captured the essence of survival in hostile

terrain. Wounded by the enemy while attempting to locate a misidentified

American position, he found himself forced to fight his way back across

difficult landscapes, utilizing survival skills honed in his youth. Young's

journey took him through valleys and hills as he evaded enemy forces and

artillery fire. When he came to a safe landing zone as dawn broke, he was
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overjoyed to reconnect with his unit, despite having endured immense pain

and loss.

The most remarkable tale of survival, however, belonged to PFC Toby

Braveboy, who, after being injured on the battlefield, found himself stranded

for over a week. Despite suffering from pain and despair, Braveboy used his

wits to evade capture, hiding from North Vietnamese soldiers, praying for

survival while terrain and enemy infantry surrounded him. His eventual

discovery by a scout helicopter marked a dramatic rescue—a testament to

his resilience amidst overwhelming odds.

Braveboy and Young’s tales, among others, epitomize the profound courage

that soldiers needed to navigate the chaos of combat during the Vietnam

War. Their experiences underscore the intense pressure to survive when all

hope seemed lost, highlighting both the physical and emotional toll that such

ordeals exacted on those who fought. Each story reflects not only the horrors

of war but also the indomitable spirit of those who lived to tell the tale.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Night Without End

In Chapter 22 titled "Night Without End," the narrative unfolds in the heart

 of the Vietnam War, focusing on the dangerous situation faced by Captain

Myron Diduryk's Bravo Company, who are flown into the battleground at

Albany by Major Bruce Crandall's helicopters amid escalating chaos and

danger. Chief Warrant Officer Rick Lombardo and his copilot Alex "Pop"

Jekel are thrust into the fray, buzzing dangerously close to enemy fire as

they approach their landing zone.

As dusk descends, Lombardo witnesses the horrifying tableau of

war—plumes of smoke, tracers of gunfire, and bodies strewn on the ground

reminiscent of Dante's Inferno. The helicopters sustain damage, but soldiers

leap out before they even land, determined to reach safety. Lombardo

himself narrowly escapes injury when his helicopter loses a significant part

of its cockpit just before touchdown, yet remarkably, he is unharmed.

Captain Robert Stinnett, a seasoned aviator leading the troop transport, notes

the desperate situation on the ground as his helicopters come under fire.

Bravo Company troops face brutal conditions against an imposing North

Vietnamese Army (NVA) presence. Lieutenant Rick Rescorla, a leader in

Bravo Company, observes a multitude of casualties from both sides during

his harrowing helicopter drops.
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As night falls, the chaos intensifies with Bravo Company attempting to

regroup and bolster the perimeter, but many men remain unaccounted for or

missing, trapped in the surrounding darkness. The plight of wounded

soldiers like PFC James Shadden and Specialist 4 Jack Smith highlights the

brutality of warfare as they grapple with excruciating pain and fear,

worrying whether rescue will come in time.

The narrative captures moments of heroism, camaraderie, and scattered

survival amid a profound sense of melancholy prevailing over the battalion

as night wears on. The chapter emphasizes the weight of lost lives, suffering,

and heartbreak, depicted through officers and soldiers as they navigate both

physical injuries and emotional trauma.

As dawn breaks, the grim reality of suffering reveals itself. Captain Diduryk

reports the extent of physical and emotional tolls, while the fallout of the

night brings about the sorrowful task of retrieving the dead. Captured

sentiments express a visceral connection to the battlefield, describing dead

soldiers’ bodies intermixed with the fallen NVA, emphasizing the carnage

and horror that defined the confrontation at Albany.

The aftermath sees the surviving soldiers grappling with shock as they assess

their losses, recalling their fallen comrades, and struggling to maintain a

sense of order amidst absolute chaos. The chapter evokes a poignant

commentary on the costs of war—the haunting memories of survival, loss,
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and the unyielding specter of trauma carried forth by the soldiers long after

the shooting stops. Ultimately, it encapsulates not just a brutal fight but the

deep psychological scars it inflicts, suggesting a merciless cycle of conflict

that lingers in the minds of those who remain.
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Chapter 23 Summary: The Sergeant and the Ghost

### Chapter 23: The Sergeant and the Ghost

In the darkness of November 18, during the harrowing battle up the trail to

Albany clearing, two pivotal figures emerged: Sergeant Fred J. Kluge and

Lieutenant Robert J. Jeanette, known as Ghost 4-6. Their actions would

leave a lasting legacy among the soldiers who survived that grueling day. 

Sergeant Kluge, a seasoned platoon sergeant in Alpha Company, 1st

Battalion, 5th Cavalry, had enlisted as a teenager back in 1950, fighting in

the Korean War before transitioning to teach infantry tactics in Army

schools. Now, he found himself amidst the chaos of battle, working

tirelessly to gather the wounded and provide critical leadership as his unit

fought off a fierce North Vietnamese ambush.

When Kluge first arrived at the scene, he encountered the wounded

Lieutenant Jeanette, who had already endured multiple injuries while calling

in artillery strikes against the enemy. The two men, each embodying the

spirit of courage and dedication, became the unsung heroes of the battle,

even though both insisted they were merely doing their jobs while

recognizing the bravery of countless others involved.
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Kluge set about organizing the evacuation of the wounded amidst heavily

concentrated enemy fire. He meticulously conducted reconnaissance and

directed helicopters to a safer clearing for picking up casualties, urging

fellow soldiers to cling to hope despite the dire circumstances.

The struggle intensified as Kluge dealt with the aftermath of confusion and

pain, demoting a squad leader who was too self-concerned to assist the

wounded, and managing the chaotic influx of American soldiers in desperate

need of medical attention. His leadership became instrumental in forming a

two-company perimeter as more troops arrived to help secure the area.

Meanwhile, Jeanette, leading the weapons platoon of Charlie Company,

found himself trapped amid enemy fire while trying to establish a perimeter.

As chaos descended upon his platoon, he was wounded multiple times, and

his determination shone through as he maintained communication with

artillery units, successfully directing fire that would save many lives,

including his own.

As the night wore on, and with the situation growing increasingly dire,

Kluge made the heart-wrenching decision to leave some wounded behind,

including Jeanette, to focus on rescuing those who had the best chance of

survival. He entrusted the command of the remaining wounded to Jeanette

and a dedicated medic, Daniel Torrez, promising to return.
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Kluge’s return journey to the safety of his lines was fraught with peril as

they had to traverse the same path from which they had come under enemy

fire. With tension palpable, they approached the perimeter only to be

mistaken for the enemy by their own troops, resulting in friendly fire that led

to further casualties. 

At the break of dawn, Kluge's group finally returned to their lines, where

helicopters began evacuating the wounded. The previous night's nightmare,

filled with loss and chaos, had left deep scars, both physical and emotional.

Jeanette, too, endured the aftermath of that night, receiving life-saving

medical attention before being transferred to various hospitals, complicating

his recovery. He would later reflect on his experience, his memory haunted

by the loss of comrades and the grim toll of war.

The chapter closes with the acknowledgment of the tremendous sacrifices

made during the brutal encounter. While Kluge and Jeanette survived, they

never could forget the harrowing experiences of that night and the warriors

who fought alongside them. Their fierce dedication to duty exemplifies the

unsung heroism often overshadowed by the glory attributed to higher

command in the fog of war.
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Chapter 24: Mentioned in Dispatches

Chapter Summary: "Mentioned in Dispatches"

On November 18, 1965, Brigadier General Dick Knowles held a press

conference at II Corps Headquarters amidst growing concern over the heavy

casualties suffered by the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry during the battle at

Landing Zone Albany in the Ia Drang Valley. As details began to filter

in—primarily through civilian journalist Rick Merron—reporters grew

suspicious of a cover-up regarding the American battalion's heavy losses.

The official narrative presented by Knowles described the encounter as a

"meeting engagement" with "light to moderate casualties" for American

forces and substantial enemy losses, prompting disbelief from the press.

General William C. Westmoreland, the U.S. commander in Vietnam,

received contradictory information during his visit to the field, where

soldiers reported being ambushed, revealing a stark contrast to the optimistic

accounts being relayed to the media. In a subsequent briefing, he expressed

concern over the accuracy of the information provided by his commanders

and the potential negative implications for public morale.

As news of the casualties reached Washington, Defense Secretary Robert

McNamara was instructed to investigate the situation further, leading to
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additional scrutiny of the American military's actions in Vietnam. Reports

suggested that the 2nd Battalion had endured significant losses, raising

alarms about the effectiveness and preparedness of U.S. forces in the early

days of the war. General Kinnard and others in command voiced their

frustrations about restrictions preventing U.S. forces from effectively

engaging with North Vietnamese troops crossing into Cambodia.

Back in the field, the atmosphere grew somber as the 2nd Battalion, 7th

Cavalry faced the reality of their situation. Survivors from the fierce fighting

at Albany were transported back to Camp Holloway, where they received

much-needed rest and recuperation. The emotional toll of the battle weighed

heavily on the soldiers, who grappled with the loss of comrades and the

pervasive feeling of survivor's guilt. Lieutenant Rick Rescorla and others

paid tribute to fallen soldiers, further highlighting the complexities of

victory and loss amid the brutal realities of combat.

November 23 brought the formal change of command for Colonel Hal

Moore, who reflected on the deep bond formed among troops in the wake of

the Ia Drang campaign. In a ceremony meant to honor the fallen and bolster

morale, a sense of loss permeated the gathering, as the general resilience and

bravery of the soldiers was celebrated amid an acknowledgment of their

sacrifices.

As Thanksgiving approached, higher-ups faced criticism and tension as they
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sought to manage public perception of the war. The alleviation of stress

through traditional gatherings clashed with the grim realities faced by

soldiers who had braved the harshest combat environments. Emotions ran

high during these moments of reflection and remembrance, as veterans

processed their experiences and the weight of responsibility for their fallen

comrades.

In the aftermath of the Ia Drang battles, notably at Albany, the consequences

of military strategy and decisions began to take shape. The battles proved to

be a pivotal moment in understanding the nature of the Vietnam conflict,

revealing the cost of war on both personal and national levels. With the

weighing of victory against heavy losses, the need for effective leadership

and communication became paramount, setting the stage for future

operations and the evolving dynamics of U.S. military engagement in

Vietnam.
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Chapter 25 Summary: “The Secretary of the Army
Regrets …”

In Chapter 25, titled "The Secretary of the Army Regrets …," the aftermath

 of the brutal conflict at the Ia Drang Valley is explored, revealing the

profound toll it took on both soldiers and their families. The narrative opens

with the somber silence following the battle as the wounded and fallen are

transported away from the chaotic scenes of violence. The 1st Cavalry

Division faced staggering losses, reflected in the grim details of the more

than 230 soldiers killed and over 240 wounded.

The chapter introduces several characters, detailing their tragic experiences

as they grapple with the consequences of war. These include Sergeant

Robert Jemison, who would spend over two years in hospitals; PFC James

Young, who returned home amidst haunting physical injuries; and Specialist

4 Clinton Poley, marked by scars of survival. Their journeys depict the harsh

realities that extend beyond the battlefield.

As news of casualties spreads, the dignity of life is starkly contrasted with

the impersonal nature of delivering such devastating news. In the small town

of Columbus, Georgia, telegrams bearing the tragic messages are delivered

by indifferent taxi drivers, leading to heartrending scenes of grief. Julie

Compton Moore, the author’s wife and daughter of an Army colonel, takes it

upon herself to offer comfort to the bereaved families, sharing her fear of
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facing these women whose lives were shattered by loss. Her efforts represent

a sliver of humanity amid the bureaucratic coldness.

Several poignant anecdotes illustrate the impact of these losses. The story of

Sergeant Billy R. Elliott's widow and others like her encapsulate the

confusion and grief experienced by families receiving news through

telegrams or delivered by drunken cab drivers. The narrative shifts between

characters and their stories, including the heart-wrenching responses of

families as they confront unexpected deaths. This leaves the reader with a

potent sense of the widespread suffering caused by the war.

The chapter also portrays the bureaucratic adjustments made following

public criticism regarding the insensitivity of telegram deliveries, leading to

the establishment of casualty-notification teams. However, even after this

change, fear and pain linger in the community, showcasing the deep scars

left by the war.

Throughout, the emotional weight of the chapter is exemplified through

personal reflections from the children and spouses of the fallen soldiers.

Their stories—how their lives were irrevocably altered by these

losses—convey a rawness that speaks to the overarching theme: the

unending ramifications of war on families. For some, the quest for closure

manifests in the desire to visit the sites where their loved ones fell, while

others navigate their grief and guilt in search of understanding and healing.
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In concluding the chapter, the generational pain of the Gold Star children is

highlighted—the emotional void left in their lives by the absence of their

fathers. These innocent victims of war carry their burdens silently, longing

for connections that will never materialize and pondering the lives that could

have been. The chapter stands as a tribute to the enduring effects of conflict,

both visible and invisible, shaping the lives of those left behind in its wake.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Reflections and Perceptions

The chapter titled "Reflections and Perceptions" examines the strategic shifts

 and lessons learned from the pivotal battles in the Ia Drang Valley during

the Vietnam War. This conflict marked a turning point for both American

and Vietnamese forces, leading to significant reflections among their

respective leaders.

General Vo Nguyen Giap of the North Vietnamese Army analyzed the Ia

Drang campaign and concluded that the Vietnamese could successfully fight

against American military tactics, particularly the use of helicopters, which

they initially struggled against. His perspective was rooted in a broader

strategy of people's war, contrasting sharply with the American approach

that relied heavily on advanced military technology.

In Washington, Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara, upon reviewing

the battle's statistics—which showed a significant kill ratio favoring the

U.S.—initially considered this an indicator of progress. However, the grim

realities of warfare began to dawn on him as he observed the tenacity and

organization of North Vietnamese forces. After firsthand briefings in Saigon

and An Khe, he emerged with a sobering realization: the United States was

now deeply entrenched in a protracted conflict that could escalate beyond

control.
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The chapter also highlights Johnson's administration's decision-making

process, revealing a stark divide between two options: pursuing a withdrawal

strategy or significantly escalating troop deployments, with McNamara

advocating for the latter—a proposal that would raise the number of

American forces from 34 to possibly over 600,000. This escalation was

underpinned by the expectation that North Vietnam would continue to match

American troop increases, leading to forewarnings of high casualties.

The narrative moves on to explore the consequences of American military

strategies on the ground. As commanders executed military operations in

densely populated areas like the Bong Son plain, the challenges of warfare

became increasingly evident. The goal to clear regions of enemy forces and

transfer control to the South Vietnamese met dire complications as the cycle

of violence persisted, with local populations suffering greatly from collateral

damage. The American military efforts often failed to gain long-term

stability or trust from the Vietnamese populace, illustrated by the rapid

return of enemy forces after American troops withdrew.

Moreover, the chapter emphasizes a critical flaw in American policy: the

twelve-month tour of duty for soldiers led to a constant influx of

inexperienced troops, further complicating coordination and combat

effectiveness. The stringent rotation policies meant that well-trained soldiers

often returned home just as they began to acclimate to the ground realities of

Vietnam, leaving a void filled by less experienced replacements.

Listen It

Scan to Download

http://audiobook-free.com/audiobook/we-were-soldiers-once-and-young-by-harold-g-moore?source=books1.co.uk
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


As the year progressed, the narrative transitions into the broader institutional

struggles within the U.S. government, encapsulated in the experiences of

McNamara and his team. Despite their exceptional intellect and desire for a

strategic resolution, the American leadership grappled with an increasingly

elusive path to victory.

Ultimately, the chapter concludes with a sobering reflection on the cost of

the Ia Drang campaign and the lessons, albeit painfully learned, that revealed

the complexities of war. It emphasizes the crucial necessity of having clear

objectives and coherent strategies before waging war, highlighting that while

battlefield victories may occur, they do not guarantee success in the broader

conflict. This realization came too late for many, as the war unfolded with

catastrophic consequences, reshaping not only Vietnam but also the United

States’ military and political landscape.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of having clear objectives and coherent

strategies before engaging in conflict.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the precipice of a

significant decision in your life, whether in a personal challenge or a

professional pursuit. The experiences shared in the Ia Drang Valley

remind you that even the most formidable forces can falter without

clear objectives. Just as the U.S. military faced overwhelming

confusion and escalation due to a lack of strategic clarity, you too can

face setbacks in your endeavors without a well-defined goal. This

chapter inspires you to take a step back, reflect on your aspirations,

and ensure that each step you take is aligned with a purposeful

direction. In doing so, you empower yourself to navigate complexities,

mitigating the risk of missteps, and fostering a pathway toward

success.
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