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About the book

"Will" by G. Gordon Liddy transports readers into the fiery furnace of

formidable perseverance, where the raw elements of audacity, intellect, and

an unyielding spirit are forged into one man's powerful narrative. Immersed

in the gritty tales of espionage, survival, and morality set against the

backdrop of the Watergate scandal, this intensely riveting autobiography

serves as a testament to Liddy's unwavering resolve and controversial

legacy. As Liddy recounts his enthralling journey—from the shadowy

corridors of political intrigue to the iron confines of federal prison—he lays

bare an unflinching exploration of the human capacity to endure and the

unbreakable power of will. Provocative, compelling, and unapologetically

candid, "Will" challenges readers to ponder the limits of conviction and the

true nature of courage, promising a reading experience that is as eye-opening

as it is transformative.
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About the author

G. Gordon Liddy was a complex and controversial figure in modern

American history, known primarily for his role as a key operative in the

Watergate scandal that led to the resignation of President Richard Nixon in

1974. Born on November 30, 1930, in Brooklyn, New York, Liddy was

raised in a strict and disciplined household, which he credits for shaping his

formidable will and resilience. A man of many talents and careers, Liddy

initially served as an FBI agent before entering the legal profession and

eventually finding his place in the political sphere. Not limited to his legal

and political endeavors, Liddy was also a radio talk show host, actor, and

author, penning several books throughout his lifetime. His memoir, "Will,"

provides an introspective look at the driving forces behind his infamous

decisions and unyielding loyalty, offering readers unique insights into the

mind of a man whose actions contributed to one of the most significant

political scandals of the 20th century. Despite his notoriety, Liddy remains a

figure of extraordinary resolve and determination, leaving behind a potent

legacy that oscillates between infamy and intrigue.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

The chapters provide a vivid depiction of the narrator's early life

 experiences, which are marked by overwhelming fear, family influences,

and a quest for personal transformation. The narrative begins in Hoboken,

New Jersey, with the narrator, eight days shy of his second birthday,

experiencing his first memory—a terrifying encounter as the massive

dirigible U.S.S. Akron flies overhead. This event, characterized by a sudden

and uncontrollable fear, becomes a recurring theme throughout his

childhood memories.

As the narrator grows, he faces different instances of fear, from family

traumas inflicted by a strict grandmother to life-threatening situations like

fire drills and the dread of electrical hazards. These experiences solidify fear

as the dominant emotion in his life, yet they also catalyze his determination

to overcome it.

An encounter with Adolf Hitler’s fiery broadcasts on German radio,

introduced by the family's German maid Teresa, fascinates the young boy

and inspires him. Hitler’s rhetoric, seemingly free from fear, ignites a

realization in the narrator: if an entire nation can transform from weakness to

strength, so can an individual. This epiphany leads him to a radical

resolve—to confront and conquer his fears through sheer willpower.
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The narrator's personal battle against fear takes various forms. He faces the

ominous airships, conquering his dread when the German Hindenburg

passes overhead, filling him with awe rather than fear. He undertakes daring

feats such as rooftop explorations and encounters with intimidating wharf

rats, using these events as trials to gauge and gradually build his resilience.

His environment and family further shape him. With a lineage of valor and

achievement, including an uncle in the FBI and a father who overcomes

poverty through education and hard work, the narrator feels the weight of

living up to his heritage. He is instilled with values of intellectual rigor,

emotional control, and the supremacy of mind over body.

The narrative then shifts to broader historical and familial contexts. The

political upheavals of the 1930s and 1940s, especially the rise of Nazi

Germany and the advent of World War II, provide a backdrop to the

narrator’s personal growth. He is aware of the global tensions and harbors a

desire to become a soldier, viewing war as a final test of fearlessness.

Despite this, his analytical mind also appreciates the nuanced ethics

presented by his father, exemplified in the discussions of political figures

like Franklin Roosevelt and J. Edgar Hoover.

His transition from a fearful child to an ambitious young man culminates in

a profound, self-imposed test of fear and courage. In a dramatic storm, he

climbs a high tree during a lightning storm, forcing himself to confront his
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primal fear of death by electrocution. This moment of defiance and

near-manic liberation signifies the narrator’s transformation—a symbolic

triumph over fear that defines his sense of identity.

Concluding with self-reflection, the narrator looks back on his journey from

a frail, fearful child to a resilient individual, shaped by formative

experiences and a diverse, influential family. Though his adult life remains

unwritten, these chapters establish the narrator's foundation: a relentless

pursuit of self-mastery and a deep-seated aspiration to embody the strength

and courage personified by his family and his interpretations of historical

figures.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Conquering Fear Through Willpower

Critical Interpretation: The central theme of Chapter 1 is the

transformation from a fearful child to a resilient individual through the

power of will. By immersing yourself in Liddy's early experiences,

you become acutely aware of how fears, whether stemming from

personal traumas or ominous encounters with the world, can be

overwhelming. Yet, as he draws inspiration from historical figures

who transformed weakness into strength, you find a profound insight:

fear, while a dominant emotion, is not insurmountable. Liddy’s

narrative of overcoming fear by confronting it head-on shows you that

relentless willpower can transform any daunting challenge into an

opportunity for growth and empowerment. Embrace your fears,

drawing strength from the idea that your mind, fortified by

determination, can become a potent tool to conquer any adversity in

life. Through personal conviction and courage, you too can find

liberation from the shackles of fear, crafting your own narrative of

resilience and mastery.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

Chapter 50 captures a poignant transition in the life of the protagonist,

 shedding light on his youth, dreams, and inner struggles. This chapter

unfolds with a visceral scene of the protagonist standing in the rain,

experiencing a moment of pure joy before being abruptly drawn back to

reality by his father's stern call. This dynamic between ecstatic freedom and

paternal command encapsulates much of the tension in the protagonist's life.

The protagonist, after a period of feeling physically inadequate and too small

for school sports teams, embarks on a journey of self-improvement. He

begins weightlifting, makes headway into wrestling, and ultimately

transforms himself into a physically and psychologically confident

individual. This transformation is symbolized by his receipt of a Winchester

.22 rifle from his Uncle Ray, an FBI executive, marking a step into maturity

and independence. However, an ill-timed squabble with an unseen hunter in

the woods serves as a reminder of his volatile temper, an aspect of himself

he both fears and despises.

The narrative delves into the protagonist's inner conflicts, particularly his

violent temper, manifesting as vivid, recurring dreams of revolutionary

fights and deaths, dreams born from deep-seated fears and the need for

self-control—traits he aspires to master, longing for the calmness and

resolution, qualities he associates with his German heritage.
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The story then transitions to academic milestones, revealing the protagonist's

path through prep school, eventually choosing Fordham University for its

Jesuit education. His father's shadow looms large, motivating him to outdo

his father’s achievements. Despite an upbringing shaped by fear and anger,

the protagonist resolves himself to the cold, calculated control he admires,

refining his physique and intellect to fend off the tempestuous instincts

lurking within.

Battles with personal demons continue as the protagonist faces an

excruciating episode of severe pain, confronting his fear of physical torment

by enduring it without yielding—a victory that marks a turning point,

extinguishing fear and further sharpening his indomitable will.

Alongside these personal trials is his developing awareness of his family’s

expectations and achievements, particularly the formidable legal and

business reputation of his father, knighthood honors, and his father's

successful establishment of Volvo in the U.S. market. Yet, with the

protagonist's mindset firmly directed toward taut self-command and success,

he returns to his father’s legal firm, backed by a heritage of excellence he

both reveres and feels compelled to outshine.

This chapter also introduces the significant influence of his father on societal

and business affairs, showing how familial legacy shapes the protagonist's
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trajectory. The father's achievements cast a long shadow, with the

protagonist grasping for his place in a world profoundly shaped by his

father’s stature, leaving him with a burning desire to prove himself—armed

with his wit, honed skills, and the relentless pursuit of personal excellence.

The protagonist stands on the cusp of adulthood, poised to carve a path that

merges familial legacy with personal ambition.

Topic Description

Dynamic Scene Protagonist experiences joy standing in rain, quickly recalled by
father.

Self-Improvement Embarks on physical transformation through weightlifting and
wrestling.

Maturity Receives a Winchester .22 rifle symbolizing growth and
independence.

Temper Squabble with a hunter highlights the protagonist's fear of his
temper.

Dreams &
Conflicts Struggles with dreams of violence reflect inner conflicts.

Education Progresses academically, choosing Fordham University.

Father's Influence Pressured to outdo his father's achievements.

Overcoming Fear Confronts physical pain, marking personal growth.

Family Legacy Understands the father's societal influence and legacy.

Personal
Ambition Determined to carve his own path while respecting familial legacy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Journey of self-improvement and transformation

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you are immersed in the

protagonist's journey of self-improvement after experiencing feelings

of inadequacy due to his physical limitations. Inspired by a desire to

change, you embark on a journey of personal transformation,

embracing challenges such as weightlifting and wrestling. As you

strive to reshape your physique and build confidence, each small

victory symbolizes stepping into maturity. The gift of a Winchester

.22 rifle, representing independence, marks a significant step,

reinforcing the empowering belief that dedication and discipline can

lead you beyond perceived constraints. This transformation not only

boosts your self-esteem but also becomes a testament to overcoming

internal and external obstacles, lighting a path toward mastering your

inner demons and achieving personal growth. This journey reflects a

pivotal moment in life, encouraging you to face fears, harness

resilience, and persistently pursue excellence, thereby inspiring a

continual cycle of improvement and evolution.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3

Chapter 98 and onwards provide a vivid depiction of the narrator's

 experiences, blending personal milestones, professional endeavors, and

intense law enforcement duties. Celebrating his twenty-eighth birthday, the

narrator receives a significant gift from his partner, Frances: a finely crafted

.357 magnum revolver. Symbolic as both a practical tool and life insurance

policy, this handgun represents the narrator's deepening involvement in law

enforcement.

With Frances’ health restored, the narrator embarks on new responsibilities

as an FBI agent assigned to a three-county territory south of Indianapolis.

Despite the outdated "Hoover Special" car with a potentially dangerous

sticking accelerator pedal, he maneuvers through challenging and dangerous

situations, epitomized by his near escape from a tornado and a thrilling

adventure involving mistaken identity with local troublemakers in

Shelbyville.

The chapters underscore the camaraderie among law enforcement officers as

the narrator learns from experienced mentors like John Paul Jeter and

Brantner, mastering skills essential for gun fighting and survival. His

assigned territory presents numerous challenges, including adapting to

situations requiring undercover operations and stakeouts, often necessitating

the use of a clever disguise to blend in with rural areas.
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As an FBI agent in Gary, Indiana, the narrator encounters the city’s vibrant

yet crime-ridden environment, dominated by organized crime and vice.

Despite the rough streets, the police are cooperative, sharing a close and

effective relationship with federal agents. Here, he relies on his instincts and

law enforcement skills, such as when tackling cases involving the

transportation of stolen vehicles or dealing with the infamous "Pronger

gang".

The narrative also delves into the complexities of FBI operations, from

sophisticated surveillance and clandestine investigations to the morally

ambiguous practice of maintaining a Security Index list – a strategy for

national security during times of potential war or confrontation.

The story takes an introspective turn with insights into the narrator's

personal life, including overcoming fear of lightning in childhood, and later,

the fear of leaving an employer - themes reflecting on fear as a motivator

and a barrier in various life stages. These fears parallel his professional

journey, leading him to the realization that expectations and reality often

diverge.

Transitioning from fieldwork to administrative roles at FBI headquarters, the

narrator must navigate the intricacies of bureaucracy while engaging in the

calculated politics of law enforcement. He describes interactions with key
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figures like J. Edgar Hoover, offering a glimpse into the workings of the FBI

during a period of political tension with the Kennedy administration. Amidst

familial responsibilities, financial constraints, and a yearning for excitement

and challenge, the narrator reflects on the decisions steering his life path.

His quest for purpose leads him to address the growing drug culture fostered

by figures like Timothy Leary. Tasked with investigating Leary's operations

at Millbrook, the narrator immerses himself in a world symbolizing the

broader cultural tumult of the 1960s. He takes a decisive stance against the

drug culture, marking a chapter of legal fervor and relentless pursuit of

justice.

The episodes surrounding Leary’s estate raid illustrate law enforcement's

intricate dance in confronting countercultural revolutionaries, encapsulating

an era of profound social change accompanied by the steadfast duty of

ensuring order amidst burgeoning chaos.
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Chapter 4: 4

In Chapter 152, the scene kicks off with a dramatic raid conducted on the

 premises where Timothy Leary, an influential figure known for

championing psychedelic drugs, resided. As the officers, led by Borchers,

execute a search warrant, chaos unfolds. The deputies stream through the

building, correcting the hasty escape of some occupants while others,

undeterred, break into folk songs lampooning the situation and the

authorities, underscoring the communal defiance and countercultural spirit

prevalent in the place.

Amongst the swirling bemusement, Leary himself seems bemused rather

than concerned. His partner, Rosemary, reacts with outrage upon seeing a

deputy handling an ornate brass urn, which she claims as her ‘sacrament,'

hinting at the underlying spiritual or cultural significance that psychedelic

substances held for Leary's followers.

The narrative also provides a glimpse into the personal idiosyncrasies and

internal tensions of those involved. G. Gordon Liddy, an assistant district

attorney, expresses his frustrations quietly while navigating the confusion

and executing critical legal duties.

Amid the bedlam, comedic and bizarre incidents unravel; a deputy interrupts

an intimate moment, a baby narrowly avoids injury from an opening door,
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and Liddy has a puzzling interaction highlighting the absurdity of the legal

maneuvers amid lifestyle clashes. These vignettes underscore the tumultuous

intersection of the freewheeling counterculture and the authorities'

crackdown.

Later, as the house is searched meticulously, Leary is finally confronted

formally with a warrant read aloud amidst demands for his decency – a call

for pants before formalities, underscoring the humorous undertone amidst

the law enforcement's serious intentions. In the aftermath of the raid, more

mishaps are revealed, with evidence handling dilemmas painting a picture of

a disorganized, almost comedic law enforcement campaign against a

backdrop of drug culture excess.

Liddy then shifts attention to the future, reflecting on a more serious note

with impending political engagements, stirring matters of civil unrest tied to

the Vietnam War protests, and personal aspirations for political office

reflecting the turbulent socio-political landscape.

Finally, as new chapters unfold, readers are taken behind the official facade

of crime fighting, delving into national issues surrounding drug trafficking,

civil disorder, and bureaucratic implications enmeshed within the

overarching political intricacies of the era. Through Liddy's perspective, the

narrative subtly criticizes both procedural inadequacies and societal changes,

a reflection of individual values clashing with widespread upheaval.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

The chapter delves into the purported activities and inner workings of the

 FBI, the White House, and related officials during 1971, with a particular

focus on handling leaks of sensitive government information and issues

around Daniel Ellsberg, the man responsible for the Pentagon Papers leak.

It opens by reminiscing about the FBI's past efficient and sometimes

questionable methods such as the time when the FBI forced the cooperation

of a Southern governor to investigate Ku Klux Klan infiltration by burning a

cross on his lawn. These tales contrast with the perceived current

inefficiencies in investigating leaks and high-profile cases like Ellsberg's,

linked to internal challenges within the FBI.

G. Gordon Liddy, working at the White House, seeks to ascertain how

effective the FBI can be in aiding their own struggle against leaks. He

discusses these matters with William C. Sullivan, Assistant to the FBI

Director, and documents their conversation. Sullivan describes various

obstacles, including inadequate resources for the Ellsberg case and friction

between the FBI and other agencies. The memo from this meeting also

highlights concerns over Hoover's leadership, including strained

relationships with the CIA, and inefficiencies in Soviet espionage efforts due

to administrative decisions.
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The storyline exposes Liddy's espionage background and collaboration with

E. Howard Hunt, who maneuvers within political and intelligence circles.

Their central concern is Daniel Ellsberg, with differing theories about his

motivations and connections, possibly with Soviet intelligence. The aim is to

understand whether Ellsberg acted alone or as part of a wider conspiracy.

Hunt and Liddy’s ideas include clandestine operations and even potentially

drugging Ellsberg to damage his credibility.

The narrative progresses with plans for unauthorized entries ("bag jobs") to

gather evidence about Ellsberg, including a break-in at his psychiatrist’s

office, Dr. Lewis Fielding, to seek sensitive patient files potentially

incriminating Ellsberg. Hunt and Liddy recruit Cuban-Americans trained in

clandestine operations for this mission but ultimately do not retrieve

substantive information.

Their activities draw on an era steeped in political paranoia and the

clandestine culture fostered by the Cold War and Vietnam War era, wherein

radical measures were considered justifiable if deemed in national interests

by those involved. Hindered by lack of direct approval and concerns over

potential repercussions, many of their plots remain unrealized or are

conducted at considerable risk, underscoring a climate of intense secrecy and

surveillance overseen by a besieged administration.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Persistence Amidst Challenges

Critical Interpretation: Drawing inspiration from Chapter 5 of 'Will,'

embrace the narrative of persistence amidst significant challenges as a

guiding principle in your own life. In Liddy's quest to combat

information leaks, several intertwined obstacles emerge: resource

constraints, inter-agency friction, and leadership issues within the FBI

under Hoover's reign. Despite these daunting hurdles, Liddy's

commitment to resolve demonstrated a remarkable tenacity and

strategic problem-solving mindset, essential qualities when aiming to

overcome adversity. By cultivating resilience and maintaining focus,

no matter the size or complexity of the obstacles ahead, you're

empowered to relentlessly pursue solutions, just as Liddy did in the

face of governmental and bureaucratic inefficiencies. This

perseverance is a reminder that unwavering determination, coupled

with clear goals and strategic planning, can steer you through the most

challenging of circumstances to achieve your objectives.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

The memo, dated October 22, 1971, is an internal White House

 correspondence from Gordon Liddy to Bud Krogh regarding the future of J.

Edgar Hoover as the FBI Director. The memo provides a historical context

about the FBI, depicting its evolution from a small, ineffective unit to a

powerful organization shaped by Hoover's leadership.

The FBI, established in 1908 as the Bureau of Investigation, was

transformed under Hoover's directorship starting in the 1920s. Hoover

modernized the FBI, integrating new technologies such as forensic science

and fingerprinting, and developed a paramilitary structure with strict

discipline. He also established the FBI National Academy to elevate local

and state police standards.

Hoover’s tenure saw the FBI combating Axis espionage during World War II

and engaging in domestic intelligence during the Cold War, including

countering communism as mandated secretly by President Roosevelt.

However, by the 1950s and 60s, internal issues emerged. The influx of

"Bureau clerks" without strong professional backgrounds led to a decline in

the FBI's quality and integrity. The focus shifted from innovation to

preserving Hoover's personal image, consequently affecting morale and

operational effectiveness.
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Liddy’s memo suggests that Hoover’s effectiveness has waned, highlighting

recent disclosures about the FBI's shortcomings regarding domestic

intelligence. This includes failed clandestine activities and strained relations

with the Department of Justice, citing Hoover's decreasing influence and the

emergence of leaks to the press from disgruntled officials.

Liddy argues for Hoover’s removal, positing that while Hoover's earlier

contributions were significant, he should step down to prevent further

deterioration and safeguard national security. While acknowledging

potential risks, like Hoover's possible retaliation against the President or

adverse public reception, Liddy ultimately recommends Hoover's resignation

before the 1972 election to enable a non-partisan transition and realign the

FBI’s objectives with contemporary challenges. 

The memo was well-received by the President's staff, but despite the praise

for Liddy's candid analysis, Hoover remained in position at the time.

Meanwhile, Liddy and his colleagues within the White House, including

Hunt and Dean, began focusing on clandestine intelligence operations geared

towards the 1972 presidential campaign. Their plans, known as

GEMSTONE, involved intricate and sometimes illicit strategies to counter

perceived threats from rivals and hostile elements, reflecting the tense

political climate of the era.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

In these chapters, we delve into the intertwining themes of clandestine

 political operations and internal power struggles within Richard Nixon's

administration during the 1972 presidential campaign. The story follows the

perspective of Gordon Liddy, who outlines his involvement in a series of

covert operations planned to influence the upcoming Democratic National

Convention and ultimately aid Nixon's re-election efforts. 

The narrative begins with Liddy's suggestion to emulate the Texas Rangers'

approach of targeting leaders—a plan to identify and incapacitate leaders of

potential riots at the convening using kidnapping tactics. This plan is part of

a broader strategy named GEMSTONE, which includes a variety of covert

operations such as infiltration of Democratic campaigns, electronic

surveillance, and even the use of women to gather intelligence through

seduction. Liddy faces a significant challenge in gaining approval and

funding for these operations, highlighting the bureaucratic and ethical

challenges within the re-election committee. Despite facing doubts from

John Mitchell, the Attorney General, and the indecisiveness of John Dean,

Liddy persists with his intricate and often morally ambiguous plans.

Through these chapters, the reader gains a deeper understanding of the

dynamics within the Nixon campaign, where loyalty, manipulation, and the

political chess game inform every move. The operations include a wide array
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of tactics, such as electronic eavesdropping (codenamed EMERALD and

CRYSTAL), sabotage plans for the Democratic National Convention's

infrastructure (TURQUOISE), and preparations for potential disruption

tactics (SAPPHIRE and GARNET).

Amid these revelations, Liddy faces internal tensions with colleagues like

Jeb Magruder and Hugh Sloan. The narrative is punctuated by moments of

personal reflection on the justification of extreme actions in the name of

political survival, touching on the philosophical and ethical comparisons of

law and morality, particularly when tackling the potential assassination of

political figures or other unlawful acts.

Complicating matters, the narrative also details Liddy's interactions with

Howard Hunt, outlining their covert coordination efforts and operational

tasks. These include attempts to penetrate the Democratic National

Committee's headquarters at the Watergate complex, a task fraught with

logistical challenges and heightened risks after several failed entry attempts.

Ultimately, these chapters portray a web of clandestine activities, each

meticulously planned yet burdened by the practical and human obstacles of

executing such covert operations. Liddy's accounts serve as a window into

the shadowy world of political espionage during one of America's most

turbulent election cycles, revealing the risks political actors are willing to

take in their pursuit of power.
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Chapter 8: 8

Summary of the Chapter

In this gripping segment of the narrative, the story delves into the intricate

details of the Watergate scandal, shedding light on the clandestine operations

and organizational mishaps that epitomized one of the most infamous

political controversies in American history. The chapter centers around the

meticulous planning and eventual execution of a break-in at the Democratic

National Committee (DNC) headquarters, located in the Watergate complex.

Background:

The Watergate scandal was a major political scandal in the United States

during the early 1970s, following a break-in by members of President

Richard Nixon's administration at the DNC headquarters. This led to the

eventual resignation of President Nixon.

Key Characters:

- Hunt and McCord: Operatives involved in planning the DNC break-in.

 Hunt suggests ways to bypass security.

- Barker and the Cubans (Martinez, Gonzalez, and Sturgis): Individuals
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 executing the break-in, focusing on photographing sensitive documents.

- John Mitchell and Jeb Magruder: High-level figures within the Nixon

 campaign, overseeing the operations.

- James McCord: Played a dual role as an installer and provided

 logistical support.

- G. Gordon Liddy: A key figure orchestrating the break-in and

 ensuring everything runs smoothly.

Plot Development:

- Break-in Strategy: The narrative begins with Hunt suggesting that the

 operatives tape open the doors at the Watergate complex, a common

maintenance trick, to facilitate entry. The operatives intend to photograph

sensitive documents from the office of Larry O'Brien, the DNC chairman.

- Execution: On a Sunday night, the group takes advantage of low

 building activity. After observing that the DNC offices are vacated, Liddy

approves the operation, which results in the team successfully entering and

photographing key materials, including using Polaroid pictures to restore

rooms to order post-operation.

- Subsequent Issues: Despite the initial success, issues arise when the

 installed surveillance equipment proves defective. McCord struggles with

the equipment set-up, attributing failures to the complex's infrastructure and
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inadequate signal reception. This forces the team to plan another entry.

- Escalation: Pressure mounts from Magruder and others in the

 campaign for more substantial results, leading to another planned entry for

capturing further information from O'Brien's files.

- Complications and Arrests: A second break-in faces obstacles,

 including security personnel interfering with the taped doors. Against some

operatives' better judgment, the mission proceeds, eventually resulting in the

apprehension of five operatives by building security and police.

- Cover-Up Attempts: As news of the arrests surfaces, there is an

 immediate scramble to contain the fallout. Liddy attempts to alert senior

figures like John Mitchell, but conflicting advice and internal confusion

about addressing the crisis mark the response. There are attempts to subtly

suggest CIA involvement to shift blame.

- Investigation and Fallout: The chapter concludes with preparations for

 legal repercussions. Liddy employs tactics to delay grand jury proceedings,

realizing the gravity of the situation, as the scandal threatens to unravel the

secrecy of their operations and implicate higher-ups.

The narrative vividly captures the tension and chaos following the bungled

break-in and the challenges faced by those involved in the cover-up,
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ultimately setting the stage for the historic unraveling of the Watergate

scandal.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9

In this chapter, we delve into the intricate world of legal and personal crises

 facing the main character, Gordon Liddy, amid the fallout from the

Watergate scandal. The action begins with Liddy awaiting a meeting at the

home of his counsel, William Bittman, alongside Peter Maroulis and Austin

Mitler, as they anticipate the arrival of Howard and Dorothy Hunt. Tension

arises as financial support for individuals involved with the scandal,

particularly for Cuban families, becomes unreliable, and Howard Hunt

suggests drastic measures, such as writing a tell-all book, an idea that shocks

Liddy.

Dorothy reveals that the funds they provided Liddy came from their own

finances, not from official channels aimed at aiding him. This revelation

ignites a spark of betrayal and disbelief in Liddy, not because he was left

without financial support, but due to the implication that his loyalty was for

sale. A furious Liddy declares his dedication to his country and political

cause, vowing that he wouldn't let personal gain sway him. The meeting

concludes with Liddy and Maroulis exiting, and tragically, Dorothy Hunt

dies in a plane crash days later.

The story transitions to Liddy's experiences leading up to his trial in January

1973, characterized by prominent figures and moments encapsulating the

scandal's vast reach, such as Chuck Colson and Bud Krogh. Liddy is

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/zWumPVSnuOb


approached for interviews that risk compromising his knowledge of sensitive

matters, which he skillfully maneuvers around by ensuring the

communications regarding discussions are properly documented.

As the trial approaches, Liddy observes the manipulation in the public

narrative about his role, driven by motives within the Committee to Re-elect

the President. He discusses the portrayal of his actions in the press,

underscoring the tension between maintaining personal integrity and being

scapegoated in the scandal.

The courtroom scene unfolds with a failed attempt to secure a fair jury due

to the overwhelming pre-trial publicity. The judge's mishandling is evident

from the inability of some jurors to comprehend English, highlighting the

procedural chaos and bias surrounding the trial.

Following his conviction, Liddy, recounting his insider status, accepts the

forthcoming imprisonment with detached acceptance. His time in jail is

depicted vividly, from dealing with the racial dynamics among inmates to

his conversations with fellow convict James McCord, who later becomes

notorious for his incriminating letter to the judge.

Towards the closing of this section, Liddy poignantly illustrates his

resilience through rigorous self-discipline, preparing himself mentally and

physically for the challenges of imprisonment. His trial and the interactions
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revealing betrayal and the immense pressure he faced are episodes colored

with Liddy's characteristic blend of bravado and steadfastness. The chapter

concludes with the anticipation of sentencing, encapsulating the central

themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the personal cost of political service in

crisis.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

In this chapter, we delve into the complex situation of Gordon Liddy as he

 navigates the aftermath of the Watergate scandal. The scene is set in a

courtroom where McCord, a key figure in the affair, signals his cooperation

with the authorities by submitting a letter seeking a lighter sentence in

exchange for his testimony. Liddy, observing from his seat, reflects on

McCord's actions with disappointment but a sense of calm, knowing the true

damaging testimony lies with either him or Hunt due to their deep

involvement in covert activities, particularly those linked to ODESSA

operations.

Judge Sirica, known for his stern demeanor and willingness to use harsh

sentences as leverage for cooperation, emerges as a pivotal figure. He

sentences Liddy to a severe twenty-year term, using this as a public example

to compel others to cooperate with ongoing investigations, such as the

Senate committee and grand jury inquiries. The gravity of the sentence

causes a stir in the courtroom, but Liddy, confident of its eventual reduction,

remains composed.

Liddy's experiences in the harsh environment of the D.C. jail highlight his

adaptability and the prison's brutal culture. He faces provocations intended

to test his resolve, including a symbolic theft of his hairbrush and an attempt

to intimidate him at the commissary line. Liddy tactfully asserts his
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dominance, turning the challenges into opportunities to solidify his standing

among prisoners without escalating to violent confrontations.

Throughout his imprisonment, Liddy prepares strategically for potential

scenarios, including the extreme measure of organizing the execution of

Howard Hunt if deemed necessary by his superiors. Despite the dangerous

undertones of his planning, such orders never materialize, and Hunt

eventually cooperates with authorities, altering Liddy's strategic landscape.

The narrative also touches upon familial and societal dynamics, with Liddy's

family receiving subtle support from the intelligence community and

military-background neighbors, recognizing Liddy's past service.

Meanwhile, his wife Fran faces intrusive scrutiny from Senate investigators

fueled by rumors and misinformation about Liddy's purported wealth,

leading to a sensationalized but fruitless search for hidden assets.

The chapter explores themes of loyalty and betrayal, as illustrated by Liddy's

steadfast refusal to cooperate with investigators, contrasted with the

breakdown of others under pressure. His legal battles extend beyond

criminal charges, encompassing civil suits spawned by the scandal, all of

which Liddy navigates with legal acumen and defiance.

Overall, the chapter paints a vivid picture of Liddy's resilience and

resourcefulness in the face of judicial and environmental adversity, as well
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as his unyielding allegiance to his principles, regardless of the personal cost.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11

This chapter offers an intense and complex narrative centered around the

 protagonist, Gordon Liddy, and his experiences primarily within the

incarceration system during the aftermath of the Watergate scandal. Through

his letters and personal reflections, Liddy communicates his cunning

maneuvers and the strategies he adopts to navigate, defy, and challenge the

oppressive prison environment and its authority figures.

The narrative begins with Liddy being arraigned in a California court with

efforts underway to arrange pro bono legal counsel for his prosecution. At

the Los Angeles County Jail, Liddy finds unexpected camaraderie amongst

his fellow prisoners who respect him for defying the U.S. government,

refusing to become an informant. This network of prisoners demonstrates a

resourceful underground system, as seen through a simple act of kindness

which involves secretly passing a milkshake through the small gap beneath

his cell door.

Despite the grim conditions, Liddy's morale is supported by his attorney,

Charles Gessler, and visits from his father, a former mayor and esteemed

lawyer himself, who reassures Liddy and stands by his decisions during

troubling legal battles. Liddy's steadfast resistance to turn informer or

cooperate with the judiciary remains a central theme.
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His transfer to Terminal Island prison in Los Angeles marks another chapter,

where Liddy not only becomes a part of the prison community but also

utilizes his legal expertise to aid fellow inmates. He involves himself in

intellectual pursuits, such as teaching world history, and participates in a

creative writing class led by a former inmate, illustrating his adaptability and

determination to remain productive.

Liddy's interactions with fellow inmates span across unlikely friendships,

such as with Salvatore "Bill" Bonanno, a fellow inmate and a notable figure

due to a bestselling book about his life, reflecting the mingling of significant

yet contrasting personalities in prison. Liddy's sharp intellect and his ability

to leverage his skills to aid himself and others reveal a complex character

both resourceful and formidable.

The chapter is not devoid of humor, with Liddy's effective yet simple

tricks—such as creating a faux bureaucratic memo to segregate toilets for

those with venereal disease, thereby ensuring his unimpeded

access—highlighting his ingenuity in undermining the prison authority

subtly.

Liddy's relentless quest for justice and fairness leads him into direct legal

confrontation with prison authorities. His involvement in legal battles

against unfair solitary confinement practices demonstrates his tactical

acumen and relentless spirit. The victories in these legal skirmishes instill
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respect and admiration among prisoners and further antagonism from

authorities.

The narrative weaves through personal losses, strategic gamesmanship, and

reflective exchanges with allies on the outside. It showcases Liddy's

unwavering conviction, his strategic brilliance in navigating the intellectual

and physical challenges of prison life, and his pursuit of principled defiance

against coercive forces. His experiences are tied into the broader cultural

canvas of Watergate’s political fallout, implying a tale not just about

imprisonment but resilience, moral codes, and the nuances of loyalty and

justice.

Ultimately, Liddy’s ordeal is couched in a broader dialog on personal

integrity versus institutional power, juxtaposed with the human capacity for

resistance and adaptation in oppressive environments. His journey through

the legal and penal system is portrayed as a testament to his audacious spirit

and commitment to personal principles, leaving readers to ponder the

intricate dance between power and morality.
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Chapter 12: 12

In this chapter from Gordon Liddy's memoir *Will*, the narrative chronicles

 Liddy's eventful time in prison and his reflections on his role in the

Watergate scandal, followed by his eventual release and observations on his

family life and legacy.

Liddy finds himself embroiled in a complex prison environment where

tensions run high. To protect himself, Liddy resorts to arming himself with

makeshift weapons, drawing from his prior experience to ensure his security

amidst growing threats. He skillfully maneuvers through prison life,

retaliating against those who tamper with his belongings and employing his

intelligence training to deal with potential attacks.

During his incarceration, Liddy attempts to navigate inmate politics,

balancing his own survival with a semblance of justice, earning the grudging

respect of some while inciting hostility in others. He becomes involved in a

food strike, reflecting on the incompetence and prejudice of the prison

administration. Despite threats to his parole prospects, Liddy chooses to act

as a negotiator during inmate strikes, which ultimately leads to retaliatory

actions by prison authorities.

In parallel, Liddy’s legal standing shifts when President Carter commutes his

sentence, mitigating the extended prison term imposed by Judge Sirica. This
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turn of events reflects broader political dynamics and demonstrates the deep

entanglement of Liddy’s personal fate with the enduring fallout from the

Watergate scandal.

The chapter culminates in Liddy’s release from prison, which is depicted as

both a personal triumph and a symbolic victory over the adversities he faced.

His exit from the facility is a testament to his resilience and willingness to

face down intimidations, both within the confines of prison and from

external political pressures. The escape from the press—a daring drive

recalling his past escapades—adds a dramatic flair to his newfound freedom.

In the postscript of the 1991 edition, Liddy expands on revelations regarding

the Watergate scandal, presented by researchers in *Silent Coup*. He

discusses John Dean’s covert orchestration of the events that led to the

scandal, framing himself as more of a scapegoat in a larger scheme. Liddy

reflects on how Dean misled him into believing the operations had the

approval of higher authorities, ostensibly including John Mitchell. This

re-evaluation of history re-contextualizes Liddy's actions and reinforces his

belief that the true instigators of Watergate have largely escaped

accountability.

The epilogue transitions from Liddy’s reflections on Watergate to a focus on

his family, portraying his children’s accomplishments in various fields, from

military service to academia, highlighting the enduring legacy of resilience
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and determination he instilled in them. This coda symbolizes a

future-oriented perspective, where his children carry forward the torch of

striving and achievement, encapsulating his hopes for their lives beyond the

shadow of his past.

Ultimately, Liddy’s journey, as recounted in this chapter, is one

characterized by an unwavering resolve, an embrace of challenges, and a

defiant rebuttal to adversity, both in personal trials and the broader historical

narrative of Watergate.
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